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In every age the Lord has special things that He wants to accomplish. He has His own recoveries and His 
own works to do. The particular recovery and work that He does in one age is the ministry of that age.  

It is God’s mercy that a person can see and come into contact with the ministry of that age. Yet it is 
altogether a different thing for a man to take up the courage to forsake the past ministry...Yet whether or 
not one can set aside his past ministry is entirely up to God’s mercy. (CWWN, vol. 57, “The Resumption of 
Watchman Nee’s Ministry,” pp. 260-261) 

Elijah’s ministry was an anti-testimony. When all Israel was worshipping idols, Elijah told them that the 
idols they worshipped were false gods, and only Jehovah was the true God (1 Kings 18:18, 21, 36; 2 Kings 
1:16)... Elijah, as an anti-testimony, told them that idolatry is a sin that offends God.  

Elijah rose up to be an anti-testimony. At that time all Israel was worshipping Baal, and only Elijah said 
that Jehovah is God. He was a prophet raised up when the darkness and desolation were most severe. At 
that time King Ahab and Jezebel not only worshipped idols but also killed the prophets of God; the entire 
kingdom was following a pattern of idolatry...God raised up Elijah to declare that the children of Israel 
had been troubled because of idolatry and that only Jehovah is God (1 Kings 18:18, 37). Elijah warned 
them that if they did not believe, he would ask Jehovah, and there would be no rain for three and a half 
years ... (17:1; 18:1). Nevertheless, Ahab still would not repent. 

One day on Mount Carmel,... Elijah challenged [the people of Israel and the four hundred fifty prophets 
of Baal] to prove who really was God (v. 21). 

Elijah was strong and courageous; he went against the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and all the 
people of Israel. To stand up as an anti-testimony at the time of desolation, one must have the spirit of 
Elijah, the courage of Elijah, and the testimony of Elijah. Every age of desolation needs overcomers like 
Elijah to step forward; while everyone is going after idols, there needs to be ones who can stand up and 
denounce everyone’s mistake. Today the church is still in desolation; thus, there is still the need for 
people like Elijah to rise up to be an anti-testimony, not caring for their own lives, not caring for the 
extent of the outward opposition, and not caring about their numerous opponents. In the end all the 
prophets died, but not Elijah; rather, he was raptured alive (2 Kings 2:1). We do not need to fear death; 
people may want us to die, but God wants to rapture us. This was Elijah’s testimony. (CWWL, 1954, vol. 
4, pp. 549, 543-544) 

Elijah is a type of the Old Testament age with the Old Testament economy, and Elisha is a type of the New 
Testament age with the New Testament economy. The age was changed by passing through four places—
Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and the river Jordan (2 Kings 2:1-8). Gilgal was a place where God’s people were 
circumcised to deal with their flesh (Josh. 5:2-9). (2 Kings 2:1, footnote 1) 

In [2 Kings 2:1-14] there are four journeys. These include setting out from Gilgal, the journey to Bethel, 
the journey to Jericho, and the crossing of the Jordan River. Before Elijah was taken into heaven and 
Elisha received a double portion of the Holy Spirit, they passed through these four places. If we want to 
be like Elijah, who was taken into heaven, or like Elisha, who received the outer clothing of the Holy 
Spirit (that is, the Holy Spirit descending upon him like an outer garment), the crucial lesson is that we 
must travel on these four journeys. Whether we are raptured or receive the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
all must set out from Gilgal and journey until we cross the Jordan. 

If we want to receive the rapture of Elijah and the outer garment of Elisha (the Holy Spirit), we must start 
from Gilgal and continue until we cross the river Jordan. The Holy Spirit can only descend upon those 
who are full of the resurrection life...We must pass through Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and the river Jordan. 
We must pass through all these places before we can be raptured, just as Elijah did in that day. God has 
told us that we will be raptured. Now we need to follow our course. We should... go on until we cross the 
Jordan. God is waiting for us there! (CWWN, vol. 9, pp. 307, 312-314) 1 

2022 JULY SEMIANNUAL TRAINING - CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 KINGS 

MESSAGE 2:  FOUR CRUCIAL JOURNEYS TO ENTER INTO THE MINISTRY OF THE AGE 

BY CLOSELY FOLLOWING THE MINISTER OF THE AGE WITH THE VISION OF THE AGE 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 43.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the Old Testament this week is on Genesis, message 10 and 11. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on The Pathway of the Church  
  (Part 1) (Please refer to pages 5-8). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 and 2 Kings”, week 2. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 9, Lesson 2 and The Experience and Growth in Life , Chapter 8. College  
  student pursues The All-inclusive Christ, Chapter 12. 

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

09/10/2022 
Lord’s Day 

10/10/2022 
Monday 

11/10/2022 
Tuesday 

12/10/2022 
Wednesday 

13/10/2022 
Thursday 

14/10/2022 
Friday 

15/10/2022 
Saturday 

Acts 14:6-28 15:1-12 15:13-34 15:35-16:5 16:6-18 16:19-40 17:1-18 

1.  Life Edification Perfecting Meeting 
  Date         : 10/10/2022 (Monday) 
  Time        :  7:30 p.m. 
  Venue        : Room B200 
  Remark       : Saints must attend actively and absentee must apply leave from brother Wong Ha  

             Chung (016-8744786).  
 

2. Registration for 2022 One Week Perfecting Training for the Primary Six Students:  
  A) Registration for the Primary Six students: 
  Training Date   : 12-18/12/2022 (Monday to Lord’s Day) 
  Training Venue  : Meeting Hall, The Church of God in Kuching 
  Registration fee  : RM 80 per pax 
  Registrants     : This year’s Primary Six students and Form 1 students who have not participated 
  Deadline      : 24/10/2022 (Monday) 
  B) Registration for the training assistants: 
  Date         : 10-18/12/2022 (Saturday to Lord’s Day) 
  Registrants     : All students studying in Form 2, Form 4, Form 6 and college students 
  Deadline      : 17/10/2022 (Monday) 
  C) Registration for the little shepherds: 
  Date         : 12-18/12/2022 (Monday to Lord’s Day) 
  Deadline      : 24/10/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Registration form can be obtained from the meeting hall office. Please submit the  
              completed registration form and fees to the office.  
  Person to contact : Brother Wong Ha Chung (016-8744786). 
 

3. Malaysia Working Saints Blending Perfecting and Training 
  Date         : 03-06/11/2022 (Friday—Lord’s day) 
  Venue        : Eden Residence, Subang Jaya 
  Fees         : 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  Deadline      : 17/10/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : 1.  Those who stay outside of Eden Residence will have to make their own arrangement  
                including transport to and from the airport/hotel etc. 
              2.  All participants should do a saliva test a day before coming to the training  (02/11/22)  
                and be negative. 
              3.  The registration form can be obtained from the meeting hall office. The fees collected  
                are to be remitted to the church bank account. Please state on the remittance receipt  
                “WSB” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
                remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 
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 Type Remark Fee 

A Standard package 4 adults or more per room or in the apartment hall 
including meals and registration fee 

RM370.00 only per 
person 

B Twin-sharing basis 2 adults per room including meals and registration fee RM570.00 only per 
person. 

C Single room basis RM980.00 only per 
person. 

1 person per room including meals and registration fee 

D Non stay-in RM230.00 Includes five (5) meals at Eden Residence and 
registration fee 

E Non stay-in and not taking 
meals 

RM100.00 Registration fee only 



 

 

4. Malaysia Campus Blending Conference 
  Date         : 11-13/11/2022 
  Venue        : Eden Residence, Subang Jaya 
  Fees         : With accommodation: RM180, Without accommodation: RM110  
  Deadline      : 17/10/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : 1.  All participants should do a saliva test a day before coming to the training  (10/11/22)  
                and be negative. 
              2.  The registration form can be obtained from the meeting hall office. The fees collected  
                are to  be remitted to the church bank account. Please state on the remittance receipt  
                “Campus” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
                remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 
 

5.  Registration for 2022 BM Two Weeks Perfecting Training 
  Date         : 12-25/12/2022 
  Venue        : The main meeting hall of the church in Sibu 
  Fee         : RM280 per pax 
  Deadline      : 31/10/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Please refer to the registration form for the details. The form can be obtained from the  

             meeting hall office. Completed registration form with the payment is to be submitted to  
             the office.  

  Person to contact : Brother Wilson (019-8488835)  
 

6. December 2022 Semiannual Training (Physical): 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Registration fee  : RM30 per person;  
 Deadline      : 24/10/2022 (Monday); 
 Remarks      : 
 1.  Registration and collection of fees are through each district (particulars required include Chinese &  

   English name, gender, language, contact number, and email address). The fees are to be remitted to the  
   bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt “VT12” and your respective district  
   (e.g. H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp  
   account (+6082-482258).   

 2.  There will be a sharing session after each video session, trainees must learn to exercise aggressively to  
   prepare a 2-minute sharing for at least 4 times, to flow out the riches of Christ. Under the requirements  
   of the training, trainees must not be absent without reason (at most twice) and must apply leave from  
   the training coordinator (Brother David Wong). 

 3.  There will be a pre-training session on 05/02/2023 (Lord’s Day evening) 8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  
   Attendance for those who have registered is compulsory. 

 
7.   The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

 and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
 breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

8. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  
 
 
9. Cleaning service 
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09/10/2022 Hall 1 16/10/2022 Hall 3 

09/10 16/10 Area 

6—3 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  11—4 

3—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  6—4 

3—1 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining stairs between 

Block A and Block B 
1—3 

9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining stairs between Block 

B and Block A basement  
3—3 

Date Time 

08/02/2023-09/02/2023
(Wednesday-Thursday) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 
11/02/2023-12/02/2023 
(Saturday-Lord’s Day)  

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Date Time 

15/02/2023-16/02/2023
(Wednesday-Thursday) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 
18/02/2023-19/02/2023 
(Saturday-Lord’s Day)  

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 



 

 

WASHING IN LOVE 

Scripture Reading: John 13:1, 12-17, 34-35; 15:9-12, 16-17; 17:21, 23  

John 13:1 says, “Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come for 
Him to depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He 
loved them to the uttermost.” Following this word, a story of love is portrayed in the Lord’s washing 
of the disciples’ feet. Foot-washing is an indication of the Lord’s loving us to the uttermost. Some 
assert that the word uttermost refers to time, indicating that the Lord’s love toward us is everlasting. 
Others assert that uttermost is a reference to degree, showing that the Lord loves us to the utmost. 
According to our understanding, the emphasis here is not on time but on degree. He loved His own 
who were in the world, and He loved them to the utmost. 

In verses 13 through 17, after the Lord had washed the disciples’ feet, He said to them, “You call Me 
the Teacher and the Lord, and you say rightly, for I am. If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example so that 
you also may do even as I have done to you...A slave is not greater than his master, nor one who is 
sent greater than the one who sends him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 
Then in verses 34 and 35 He said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this shall all men know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” These verses indicate that our washing of one another’s 
feet, which shows that we love one another, is a sign that we belong to the Lord. By this, others will 
know that we belong to the Lord. This is a powerful testimony. 

In 15:9-12 the Lord said to the disciples, “As the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in 
My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; even as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love... This is My commandment, that you love one another even as 
I have loved you’ Then in verses 16 and 17 He said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I set 
you that you should go forth and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask 
the Father in My name, He may give you. These things I command you that you may love one 
another.” From these verses we see that foot-washing in chapter 13 and fruit-bearing in chapter 15 
are related. In order to bear fruit, we must love one another. 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR WORK 
DEPENDING ON MUTUAL LOVE AND ONENESS 

John 13:35 says that when we have love for one another, people will know that we are the Lord’s 
disciples, that is, that we belong to the Lord. John 17:21 and 23 say that when we are one with one 
another, people will know that the Lord was sent by God. These verses clearly indicate that if we 
desire to have the ability to influence people concerning the Lord and to bear fruit, we must have love 
for one another and become one. Regardless of how much we labor and endeavor in the work, if we 
have neither a heart that loves one another nor the testimony of oneness, we will not have much fruit. 
Our love for one another and our oneness are a strong testimony that enables the people around us to 
see that we are the Lord’s and that we are serving the Lord. Only in this way can we bear fruit. 
Therefore, the Gospel of John shows that real power in fruit-bearing lies in the serving ones loving 
one another and becoming one. If we are short of love for one another and lack oneness, we may put 
a great deal of effort into the work, but we will achieve little result. We have consecrated ourselves to 
the Lord to do His work, but how can our work be effective? When we preach the gospel, we desire to 
see sinners saved; when we shepherd the saints, we desire to see some revived, others growing in life, 
and still others gained by the Lord to become useful vessels. We desire to be effective and to bear 
fruit. However, being effective and bearing fruit depend on our mutual love and oneness.  

Any labor in the spirit of mutual love and in the atmosphere of oneness will be very effective. 
However, regardless of how competent we are and how much we endeavor in the work, if our work is 
not done in a spirit of mutual love or in an atmosphere of oneness, will have very little effect. 
Therefore, we must see that there is a principle and that if we carry out our work according to this 
principle, there will be results; otherwise, there will be no result. 

Some may say that our work should be effective because we received the power of the Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost. However, this is only one aspect. The power of the Spirit was manifested on the day 
of Pentecost in a group of believers who had mutual love for one another and who were one. It cannot 
be manifested in believers who are scattered, divided, and jealous. Acts shows that prior to the day of 
Pentecost, there were one hundred twenty disciples who had been perfected by the Lord to such an 
extent that they had mutual love and were one (1:14-15). When this base, this foundation, was 
established, the Spirit was poured out. 
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This was also the experience of the Moravian Brethren over two hundred years ago. It was not until 
they had a situation of love for one another and of being one that the Holy Spirit descended upon 
them. Only then did they receive an unprecedented outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The power for our 
work comes from our mutual love and oneness. When we are short of love and lack oneness while we 
labor in the Lord’s work, our labor will not be effective. When we first came to Taiwan fifteen or 
sixteen years ago, we were not of much use to the Lord; we were nothing. However, we were in 
harmony. As a result, the Lord’s blessing was brought in. Therefore, we must see that the 
prerequisites for our work to be effective are mutual love and oneness. 

MUTUAL FOOT-WASHING BEING NECESSARY 
TO ARRIVE AT GENUINE ONENESS 

We must understand that the mutual love we speak of is not friendship, nor is it a fellowship of 
superficial peace with one another. The co-workers in an area must allow the grace of the Lord to 
work in them to such an extent that they have genuine love for one another. 

Apart from foot-washing, it is difficult to arrive at genuine love for one another. Foot-washing is a 
sign that indicates we are able to remove all friction, all unsuitable things and improper feelings 
among us, by the Lord’s grace. Without foot-washing we cannot love one another; we will have 
merely superficial peace and skillful fellowship. Outwardly, we will appear agreeable, but within we 
will be as hard as rock. If the co-workers in an area are merely agreeable, they cannot expect to 
receive any blessing. We must practice the foot-washing spoken of in John 13 before we can have 
genuine love rather than friendship or human affection. 

How should we practice foot-washing? When we return to our localities, we should ask the co-
workers who coordinate with us to wash our feet by allowing them to speak a frank word to us. Fur-
thermore, it is wrong for co-workers to criticize one another and condemn one another. It is also 
wrong to judge someone behind his back. We should not criticize, condemn, or judge one another. 
Instead, we should wash one another’s feet in love. If a brother asks you to wash his feet, you should 
speak the truth to him in love. This is not merely to wash the dirt from his feet; it is even more to 
wash away the problems that exist between the two of you. As a result, there will be a mutual love 
between you and your brother. If you do not wash my feet, you cannot love me. It is only when we are 
willing to wash one another’s feet that we can love one another. Such love does not come from 
human affection; it is in spirit. 

For many years we have been speaking about coordination, but our emphasis has been only our need 
to be in spirit. We said that we can be in harmony and coordinate when we are in spirit. However, 
more and more we have had the feeling that merely stressing this point is not enough; we must 
practice foot-washing. In the book of Ephesians the two phrases in spirit (2:22; 3:5; 5:18; 6:18) and 
in love (1:4; 3:17; 4:2, 15-16; 5:2) occur many times. It is not sufficient to be in spirit; we also need to 
be in love. When we are in spirit, we can conduct ourselves in love. However, if we emphasize being 
in spirit but do not emphasize being in love, we will not be able to be adjusted in relation to our flesh 
and our self. Conducting ourselves in love is a limitation to our flesh and our self. The ability to know 
whether we are in the self or in the flesh depends on whether we conduct ourselves in love. 

We may serve with someone and not say anything, but if we have any resentment within, it is an 
indication that we are in the flesh and in the self. Foot-washing is the way to deal with any 
resentment. The book of Ephesians reveals that the building of the church is in spirit and in love. 
This love is a reality; it is not a doctrine. If the co-workers cannot love one another, our work will be 
of little effect. If we love one another, people will know that we are the Lord’s disciples, that is, that 
we serve the Lord. Furthermore, the saints will listen to us and be willing to follow our leading; our 
work will be effective. If we do not have a condition of love among us, the saints will be cold, and our 
work will have little result even if we are capable speakers. Some co-workers in a locality may not 
seem to be capable and gifted, but if they wash one another’s feet, their mutual love for one another 
will warm and open the saints. The work of such co-workers will be very effective. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 
1, “Serving in Coordination and Washing in Love,” pp. 241-245) 

THE PATHWAY OF THE CHURCH 

Scripture Reading: Rev. 2—3 (Rcv.) 

I. THE REVELATION OF THE PATHWAY OF THE CHURCH 

There are seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3. These churches were seven actual churches in Asia 
Minor at the time John wrote the book of Revelation. At that time there were many churches in Asia 
Minor, but God chose only seven for prophetic representation. Revelation 1:3 tells us that this book is 
a prophecy. Therefore, God chose these seven churches as a prophecy to foretell the pathway the 
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church takes on the earth. 

Why must we spend time to study Revelation 2 and 3? A great and profound reason for studying 
these chapters is that these two chapters reveal the history of the church during the following two 
thousand years. They also show us what kind of church God condemns and what kind of church He 
approves. This is why it is imperative to read Revelation 2 and 3. Only through the study of these two 
chapters can we understand the pathway of the church, the kind of church we should be in, and the 
kind of person we should be to please the Lord. The subject of Revelation 2 and 3 is the way of the 
church. In particular, these chapters tell us what the church should do in order to please the Lord. 
We cannot be good and proper Christians unless we understand Revelation 2 and 3. 

A. The First Church—Ephesus 

There are seven churches. The first is Ephesus. The church in Ephesus refers to the period of church 
history during the end of the first century, when the book of Revelation was written. When John 
wrote the book of Revelation, the condition of the church was like that of the first church—Ephesus. 

B. The Second Church—Smyrna 

The second church is Smyrna. The church in Smyrna is a picture of the condition of the church under 
ten periods of persecution in the Roman Empire from the second century after John’s death to the 
early part of the fourth century. Smyrna depicts the condition of the church under persecution from 
the time after the apostles up to the time Constantine accepted Christianity. During this period of 
time, the church suffered great persecution. The church in Smyrna is a prophetic description of 
church history during that period of time. 

C. The Third Church—Pergamos 

The third church is the church in Pergamos. It began with Constantine’s acceptance of Christianity as 
the state religion at the beginning of the fourth century in 313 A.D. The root gamos means 
“marriage.” For example, the English word polygamy comes from the Greek root gamos; it means a 
marriage that involves more than one wife. Pergamos means “Attention! Now there is a marriage.” 

1. The First Three Churches Having Passed Away 

The first three churches have passed away. The fourth church and those after it still exist. The fourth, 
fifth, sixth, and seventh are all with us today! The difference between the first three churches and the 
last four is that each of the first three churches appears only after the previous one has disappeared. 
Thus, the second church appears after the first one has disappeared, and the third church appears 
after the second one has disappeared. After the third church we have the fourth. But the fourth does 
not disappear before the fifth appears; both the fourth and the fifth exist simultaneously. The fifth 
church comes out of the fourth, yet the fourth one does not disappear. In the same way the sixth 
church comes out of the fifth, yet both the fourth, fifth, and sixth exist simultaneously. By the time 
the sixth produces the seventh, all four churches—the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh—exist 
simultaneously. 

2. The Last Four Churches Continuing until the Lord’s Second Coming 

The seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3 are divided into two groups. The first three have 
disappeared, but the last four are still with us today. They will continue until the second coming of 
the Lord Jesus. 

With Thyatira, there is the prophecy, “Until I come.” Revelation 2:25 says, “Nevertheless what you 
have hold fast until I come.” This shows us that the church in Thyatira will continue until the Lord’s 
coming. The church in Sardis will continue until the Lord’s coming as well. Revelation 3:3 says, 
“Remember therefore how you have received and heard, and keep it and repent. If therefore you will 
not watch, I will come as a thief, and you shall by no means know at what hour I will come upon 
you.” This tells us that the church in Sardis will continue until the Lord Jesus’ second coming. The 
church in Philadelphia will continue until the Lord’s second coming because verse 11 says, “I come 
quickly; hold fast what you have that no one take your crown.” The church in Laodicea is the final 
church on earth. Verse 21 says, “He who overcomes, to him I will give to sit with Me on My throne, as 
I also overcame and sat with My Father on His throne.” This church is the final one and will naturally 
remain until the Lord Jesus’ second coming. The first three churches did not receive any promise of 
the Lord’s coming, but the last four all received a promise of the Lord’s coming. They will surely 
remain until the Lord Jesus comes again. 

3. Choosing the Proper Church from the Last Four Churches 

Today we will consider these four churches carefully before the Lord. This will show us the pathway 
we should take as children of God. If there are four different kinds of churches on earth today and if 
all of them continue until the Lord comes again, what kind of attitude should a child of God have in 
regards to these churches? We must choose carefully from among these four churches. If we choose a 
church which is not well pleasing to the Lord and which the Lord condemns, we will suffer a great 
loss before the Lord. This is why we have to spend some time to look at the last four churches. 
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D. The Fourth Church—Thyatira 

The fourth church is Thyatira. After the Caesar of Rome accepted Christianity as the state religion, he 
promoted Christianity and propped it up with his political power. Prior to this, the Roman Empire 
exercised its political power to suppress Christianity. Then it began to exercise its political power to 
support Christianity. Consequently, Christianity was not only married to the world but even exalted 
above the world. One meaning of the name Thyatira is “a high tower.” The church has now become a 
high tower in the world, one that is seen, respected, and worshipped. 

1. Thyatira Being Roman Catholicism 

All Bible readers agree that the church in Thyatira signifies the Roman Catholic Church. The Roman 
Catholic Church is a union of the church with the world. The result is that the church is elevated in 
the world. One intrinsic problem with this is that a prophetess is produced out of this union. This 
woman is called Jezebel, who assumes the role of a teacher among God’s servants. The church is 
turned over to her rule and control. The problem of the Roman Catholic Church is the problem 
described in the fourth parable in Matthew 13, where a woman takes the leaven and hides three 
measures of meal in it. In the Bible this woman signifies the Roman Catholic Church. 

a. Two Fundamental Sins—Fornication  

and the Eating of Sacrifices Offered to Idols 

What does this woman do? Revelation 2:20 says, “But I have something against you, that you 
tolerate the woman Jezebel, she who calls herself a prophetess and teaches and leads My slaves 
astray to commit fornication and to eat idol sacrifices.” Jezebel has two chief sins: One is fornication, 
and the other is eating sacrifices offered to idols. These two are sins that are worthy of 
excommunication. The Lord rebuked the teachings of Jezebel. 

Verses 21 through 23 say, “And I gave her time that she might repent, and she is not willing to repent 
of her fornication. Behold, I cast her into a bed, and those who commit adultery with her, into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of her works; and her children I will kill with death; and all the 
churches will know that I am He who searches the inward parts and the hearts; and I will give to each 
one of you according to your works.” The church in Thyatira and the teachings of Jezebel have two 
characteristics: One is fornication, and the other is idol worship. In the Bible fornication means 
mixture. For a man to be in a mixture means that he is involved in fornication. Here we see that the 
Roman Catholic Church is mixed up with the world. 

b. Mary in Place of the Goddess of Greece 

Every religion of the world has its goddess. Buddhism has Kuan Yin, and the Greeks worship Venus. 
The Romans took this practice from the Greeks and worshipped goddesses. They could not find a 
goddess in Christianity, so they took the virgin Mary to be their goddess. In name they called her 
Mary, but in actuality she was treated like the Greek goddess. This is fornication and mixture. 

c. The Sun Festival Becoming Christmas 

Many Romans worshipped the sun and celebrated the birthday of the sun on December 25 every 
year. December 22 is the shortest day of the year. After December 22, days begin to grow longer and 
nights become shorter. The sun worshippers regarded December 25 as the birthday of the sun, and 
they had a great festival. After many of them were converted, they came up with an idea when they 
saw their unbelieving friends celebrating the festival with great alacrity, while they had no 
celebration. They claimed that the Lord Jesus was the true sun and that December 25 should be the 
birthday of the Lord. Consequently, they made this day Christmas Day. The only thing that is 
Christian about Christmas is the use of Christ’s name in its name. In fact, it belongs to the sun 
religion. Please bear in mind that this is fornication before God; it is a mixture. The worship of the 
sun is mixed up with Christianity. 

d. The Heathen Temple Becoming the Temple of God 

The church is the temple of God. In the Old Testament the temple of God was built partly with wood 
and mostly with stone. In the New Testament age God allowed the temple to be destroyed, not 
leaving one stone upon another. Where is the temple today? All those who believe in the Lord today 
are the temple of God. Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Yet today the Roman Catholic 
Church has built tall and imposing buildings. The Greeks were skillful at fine architecture. The 
Romans continued the Greek tradition and devoted much time to the study of architecture. They 
were also very good at artistic edifices. They felt that all the gods had their own temple, and 
Christianity had nothing for the eyes to admire. They forsook the teaching of the apostles and built 
big and handsome buildings. No other edifices in the world can be compared to the cathedrals of 
Christianity. Men call these cathedrals the temples of God. The cathedrals in Milan, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in Rome, and Notre Dame in Paris are all high buildings that men call temples of God. 
Please bear in mind that this thought is pagan in its source. Men turned the pagan temples into 
temples of Christianity. They consider these buildings as Christian buildings, but in fact they are 
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pagan edifices. Christianity has committed fornication and has followed after pagan people. 

e. The Priesthood in Judaism Converted to the Priesthood in Catholicism 

Every child of God in the New Testament is a priest. As long as he is a child, he is a priest. In the eyes 
of God all those who believe in the Lord Jesus are priests and all of them serve Him. But the Roman 
Catholic Church, realizing that the priests in Judaism effectively served as an intermediate class of 
people, divided the Roman Catholic believers into two classes and introduced the Old Testament 
Judaistic concept of the priesthood into the New Testament church. One class of people puts on 
priestly gowns and priestly caps. Everything that the Bible describes about the priesthood was 
applied by the Roman Catholic Church to their priests. Catholic priests dress themselves in the same 
way that Old Testament priests did. They also add much paraphernalia. They have not only borrowed 
from Judaism but also have brought many things from the Greek religion and Roman temples into 
Christianity. They have changed God’s ordained way. This is fornication. In the Bible fornication 
means confusion. 

f. Superstitious Elements from Paganism 

This is not all. The Roman Catholic Church introduced things such as candles, lampstands, censers, 
etc., which belong to the Old Testament. Even pagan objects were brought in. This is altogether 
fornication. Paganism, idolatry, superstition, and Roman mysteries were all Christianized. This is not 
Christianity but a great confusion! 

g. Full of Idols 

God rebuked Thyatira not only for its mixture but also for its idolatry. How strange it is that God 
would rebuke His own church for idolatry! The church was indeed involved with idolatry. In the Old 
Testament men worshipped the brass serpent. In the Roman Catholic Church men worship the cross 
of the Lord Jesus. Roman Catholicism claims that it has found the actual cross, and many small 
crosses have been made from the wood of this cross. Men worship these objects. The Lord Jesus is 
God, and God has no image. Yet these men made an image of God and worshipped it. They also made 
images of Mary, Peter, and Mark. Eventually, the whole earth is full of their images! Because of 
differences in culture, some idols are very sophisticated, while others are crude. Those in advanced 
civilizations create beautiful images, while those in more backward civilizations have only crude 
objects. But they are all idols. Their cathedrals are full of idols! When Catholics pray, they do not 
pray to God in heaven. Rather, they light candles in front of idols and make gestures in the form of 
crosses before them. They have images of the Father, the Lord Jesus, Mary, Paul, and Peter. They 
have images of all the suffering saints and the martyrs throughout the ages. Down through the ages, 
and even today, when prominent individuals in the church die, the Roman Catholic Church 
canonizes them and makes images of them. These idols are then manufactured and worshipped by 
all. 

h. Worshipping the Bones of the Martyrs 

This is not all. Even the bones of many martyrs have become objects of worship. If anyone dug out a 
leg or a bone of a martyr, the Roman Catholic Church would gather around it and worship it. Unless 
one is well informed about the religion, he cannot guess how many idols there are in Catholicism. 
Those who are familiar with Roman Catholicism know that it is literally filled with idols. 

The church in Thyatira signifies the Roman Catholic Church. The church in Thyatira has two 
fundamental sins. One is fornication, that is, the introduction of heathen things into the church. The 
other is idolatry, which is to make idols out of many things in the church. 

2. Thyatira Being a Church Condemned by God 

This church is condemned by God. To those in the Roman Catholic Church the Lord says, “Come out 
of her, My people, that you do not participate in her sins and that you do not receive her 
plagues” (Rev. 18:4). God is not pleased with those who remain in Roman Catholicism. 

According to Revelation 2 and 3, Thyatira is the fourth church. This church comes after Pergamos. 
Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos have all passed away. Thyatira appears after them and still remains. 
It will be with us until the Lord Jesus comes back. It is the fourth church, but it will continue until 
the Lord Jesus comes again. As believers and as God’s children, we must not touch anything that has 
to do with Catholicism. Never touch these unclean things. You will be affected by them once you 
touch them. I remember D. M. Panton once said, “The errors in their books are so numerous that one 
hardly realizes that they are errors at all.” It is hard for a person to distinguish right from wrong 
because so many things are wrong, that is, in item after item one finds nothing but error. This 
confuses the mind! Hence, we can never go the way of Roman Catholicism! 

...to be continued 
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