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1 Pet. 1:7 speaks of the proving of our faith; this is the testing of our faith for approval, for in Greek the word 
rendered “proving” means “testing for approval.” The proving of our faith, much more precious than that of 
gold, which perishes though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honour at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. The faith of every genuine child of God will and must be tested; it will be tested by 
trials and sufferings.  

Peter in his writings focuses on the Christian life under the government of God. We all were born of water 
and of the Spirit, and we are in the kingdom of God as a realm of the divine life; practically, we are in the 
church life as the kingdom of God in practicality. However, the kingdom has also the aspect of 
the government of God. Our God is a holy God, and He carries out His government by judging; He judges us 
in order to perfect us so that we may be as holy as He is holy. The judgment of God begins with the 
household of God (1 Pet. 4:17) so that He may purify everything until He obtains a new heaven and a new 
earth where righteousness dwells. The Lord knows our situation and He arranges all things under His 
government in order to carry out the proving of our faith. He needs to get through in us first by allowing us to 
pass through trials, tribulations, and persecutions so that our faith must be tested. 

We are put into trials because our faith needs to be tested, and approved (1 Pet. 4:13). As we enjoy the Lord 
and experience Him by faith day by day, we are “preparing for the test”; when the trials come, the test is here, 
and we have the proving of our faith. No one who has believed in the Lord and has received grace can avoid 
the testing of faith (John 3:15, 36; 1:16). This will happen to us all, there is no exception; at the same time, 
there’s the grace, the supply, and the loving care of our Shepherd, who cares for our soul and will bring us all 
the way through. We should not be afraid of the tests and trials, for the Shepherd of our soul will take us 
through, and He will not stop until we are fully transformed and glorified. 

The Bible shows that there’s no faith without testing; all faith must be tested. God tests our faith in order that 
we may grow in life and in faith (Eph. 4:15); no Christian can grow without first having his faith tested. When 
our faith is tested, we spontaneously grow (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18; 1 Cor. 3:6-7). We may look back at our life 
and realize that, though we passed through unpleasant things, trials, and tests, we now have more faith in the 
Lord and the level of life has increased. Our wise God is caring for each one of us in this way; He knows 
exactly what the trial will be for each one, and He knows exactly what part of our being He needs to touch. 
The result of the proving of our faith through trials is always our growth in life and His name is glorified. God 
tests our faith, on one hand, for us to grow in life, and on the other, for Him to be satisfied and glorified, 
proving that we have genuine faith. It is this genuine faith that glorifies God (1 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 1:5). May we 
be saved from having fake faith, faith that vanishes in face of trials and tests. 

A faith that is approved is a glory to the name of God (1 Pet. 4:11; John 12:28); God’s name is glorified in this 
world through an approved faith. For example, as Ukraine is under the invasion of Russia these days, the real 
thing at stake is not the country or people in Ukraine but God’s people in Ukraine. They are under suffering 
and trials, and their faith is being tested. May they have faith to overcome whatever happens, whatever God 
allows to happen. They may not understand why this happens, why there’s shelling and attacks and they 
have to hide in bomb shelters, but they experience the proving of their faith, and God will be glorified 
through their approved faith. 

We see this in Revelation also, when the martyrs are praying under the throne that God would avenge them, 
for they paid the price, and they still vindicate God. The Lord may not come in miraculously to rescue us out 
of our trial, test, or persecution; will He still be our God if He allows us to remain there? We may not 
understand why this happens to us, and we may not even agree or like the test and trials, but we can exercise 
our spirit of faith and stand in faith, one with the Lord. May we be those who take the lead who vindicate 
God, and declare our faith in God even in the midst of our situation. The overcomers in Rev. 15 stand on the 
glassy sea: they conquered the Antichrist, and they are now rejoicing. When we pass through tribulations, 
persecutions, obstacles, and darkness, and we still believe after these tests, and we still stand fast after these 
trials, this faith will glorify God’s name (1 Pet. 2:12; 4:12, 16). 

(Quoted from: https://www.agodman.com/all-faith-must-be-tested-grow-god-glorified-proving-our-
faith/) 
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2022 APRIL INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES—GOD’S ECONOMY IN FAITH 

MESSAGE 7: TAKING UP THE SHIELD OF FAITH, EXPERIENCING THE PROVING OF OUR FAITH,  
AND RECEIVING THE END OF OUR FAITH—THE SALVATION OF OUR SOULS 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 39.  

2.  Reading schedule for the Life-study of the Old Testament this week is on Genesis, message 2 and 3. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Withstanding the Devil 
  (Part 3) (Please refer to pages 6-9). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “God’s Economy in Faith”, week 7. Youth pursues the Journey  
     through the Bible, Vol. 8, Lesson 16 and The Experience and Growth in Life , Chapter 4. College student    
     pursues The All-inclusive Christ, Chapter 10. 

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

11/09/2022 
Lord’s Day 

12/09/2022 
Monday 

13/09/2022 
Tuesday 

14/09/2022 
Wednesday 

15/09/2022 
Thursday 

16/09/2022 
Friday 

17/09/2022 
Saturday 

Acts 2:1-13 2:14-21 2:22-36 2:37-41 2:42-47 3:1-18 3:19—4:22 

1. UNIMAS Freshmen Gospel Seminar 
 Date         : 18/09/2022 (Lord’s Day) 
 Time        : 7.30p.m. 
 Venue        : A107 
 Target        : Undergraduates to-be, current Form 5 and Form 6 students 

  Remarks      : Seniors will be sharing about their campus life, as well their wonderful experiences of  
             Christ in the campus. Important information on furthering studies to university will be  
             given/shared such as brief introduction on UNIMAS and the application in PTPTN. 

 
2.  Timetable for the East Malaysia Sisters Blending Conference 2022 (Date: 16-18/09/2022 ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Timetable for the Middle-age Perfecting Training (Series of Special Topic)  
 
 
 
 

  
 

Time Date Sessions Date Sessions Remark:  
Session 11 and 12 will 
be held on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. (18-
19/10/2022) 

7.30 p.m.  
-  

9.15 p.m.   

14/09/2022 (Wed) Session 1 05/10/2022 (Wed) Session 7 

15/09/2022 (Thu) Session 2 06/10/2022 (Thu) Session 8 

21/09/2022 (Wed) Session 3 12/10/2022 (Wed) Session 9 

22/09/2022 (Thu) Session 4 13/10/2022 (Thu) Session 10 

28/09/2022 (Wed) Session 5 18/10/2022 (Tue) Session 11 

29/09/2022 (Thu) Session 6 19/10/2022 (Wed) Session 12 
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  Remarks: Giving full hospitality is encouraged. Please register for the giving of hospitality (with the date of  
         hospitality) with brother Scriven Tan (012-8908975) before 12/09/2022 (Monday). 

INFORMATION ON THE VISITING SAINTS  

FROM THE CHURCHES IN NEW ZEALAND (30/09-05/10) 

2 

Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 

Number of Visiting Saints Date of Hospitality  Number of Hospitality Needed  

30/09-02/10 15 

35  

03/10-05/10 15 

Date Time   

16/09 (Fri) Session 1  7:30 p.m. — 9:15 p.m.   

Session 2  8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.   

17/09 (Sat)  Session 3  10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.   

Session 4  7:30 p.m. — 9:15 p.m.   

18/09 (LD)  
Bread Breaking Meeting  9:30 a.m. — 10:15 a.m.   

Session 5  10:15 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.   



 

 

4. Registration for the Youth Perfecting Training 2022 
  Date         : 12-30/12/2022 
  Venue        : The new meeting hall of the church in Miri 
  Registrants     : Youth studying Form 3 and Form 4 this year  
  Fee         : RM500 per pax 
  Deadline      : 03/10/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Please refer to the registration form for the details. The form can be obtained from the  

             office. Completed registration form with the payment is to be submitted to the office.  
  Person to contact : Brother Wong Ha Chung (016-8744786)  
 
5.   The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

 and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
 breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 
6. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  
 
 
 
 
7. Cleaning service 
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11/09/2022 Hall 1 18/09/2022 Hall 3 

11/09 18/09 Area 

11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  4—1 

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  2—3 

3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining stairs between 

Block A and Block B 
3—1 

9—5 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining stairs between 

Block B and Block A basement  
9—2 

WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF YOUR VITAL GROUP TODAY?  

We have been speaking concerning the God-ordained way for a number of 
years. Now we are burdened to get into the practice of it. In this chapter we want to consider the 
condition of our vital group today by responding to eight questions. 

I. HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR VITAL GROUP? 

The first question we need to answer is, “Have you started your vital group?” I trust that we have 
done something to start our vital group. 

We need to practice the items of the God-ordained way so that we can do them in a consistent way 
with longevity. If we want to do anything with longevity, we should not practice it in an extreme way. 
Since we want to spend a time with the Lord every morning, we should always rise up at a certain 
proper time. If we rise up too early, we will eventually not be able to keep it up. I do not want to see 
anyone doing anything in an overexcited way. I have been serving the Lord as a slave and taking care 
of the saints for many years, and I have found out that excitement means nothing. Everyone who is 
overexcited dies quickly. If we can pray for fifteen minutes every morning, we should simply do that 
much. If we try to rise earlier or do anything more than this, it will not last long. 

We pointed out that we need to go to the Lord individually to be stirred up in the first love for the 
Lord through repenting prayers. We need to make a thorough confession to the Lord. In our time 
with the Lord, we may say with tears, “Lord, I repent. I’m so sinful and dirty.” I have been practicing 
this for close to seventy years. We all have to learn the lesson in our prayer not to teach the Lord. 
Mostly we should not ask the Lord to do something for us. Instead, we should cry out desperately 
from the depths of our being, “Lord, I’m sinful! I need You, Lord.” The Bible even says that some beat 
their breast when they made their confession to the Lord (Luke 18:13). 

If you are so sincere, honest, and faithful to the Lord, when someone asks you about your repentance, 
you might immediately begin to shed some tears. You would still be in the sensation of how sinful 
you are. Every sinner who gets saved should repent. There are many degrees of people’s repentance: 
Some repent shallowly and superficially. Others repent more deeply. Still others repent to the 
uttermost in a desperate and thorough way from the depths of their being. They may even beat their 
breast or roll on the floor while they are repenting and confessing to the Lord. 

In the preaching of the gospel, we need to get people convicted and subdued. The ones who get saved 
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should have the sensation and realization that they are sinful and need the Lord’s forgiveness. When 
an unbeliever prays with sincerity, “O Lord, I am sinful,” this means that he is being touched by the 
Lord. The way to be vitalized is to be stirred up in the first love for the Lord through repenting 
prayers. 

I have a burden to help the saints become vital. Now we need to be brought into the genuine practice 
of the vital groups. In order to be vitalized, we need to be like the athletes who are in the Olympics. If 
we want to know what desperation is, we should consider these athletes. Their dedication and 
endeavoring are a good display of desperation. The Christian life is a life of martyrdom. Paul knew 
that he was going to be martyred (2 Tim. 4:6). The Lord Jesus told us that anyone who would come 
after Him must deny himself and take up his cross to lose his soul-life (Matt. 16:24-25). This is much 
different from the “sugarcoated” gospel preached in today’s Christianity. From my Christian 
experience I can say that the only real enjoyment for a Christian is not physical. It is absolutely 
spiritual. Physically speaking, every step, every aspect, of the Christian life is a sacrifice. 

When the Lord sent me to this country, I passed on many messages on the deeper truths, telling 
people how to enjoy Christ. At the beginning they were happy. Gradually and eventually, however, 
they lost their enjoyment mainly because they would not pay the high price. The Lord told the 
Laodiceans that they were lukewarm and that He was about to spew them out of His mouth. Then He 
told them that they had to pay the price to buy the gold, the white garments, and the eyesalve (Rev. 
3:15-18). Buying requires the paying of a price. In today’s Christianity where can you hear a message 
saying that you have to buy? Dear saints, if we are going to be vitalized, we have to pay a price. 

If you would analyze your start of the vital group, I believe you would be convinced that you have not 
started yet. You may have never had a genuine repentance. A genuine repentance means that you are 
under a kind of constant condemnation to such an extent that you realize you are nothing but a 
constitution of sin, transgressions, trespasses, mistakes, wrongdoings, and offenses. When you make 
a thorough confession, you will realize that you are a constitution of the flesh, the old man, the 
natural man, the world, and Satan. You will find out that the more you confess, the more you have to 
confess. It will seem that the dirt can never be cleared away. A thorough confession may take two 
weeks. 

If you do not have such a repentance and confession with tears, how can your companion be led into 
being vitalized? We must have a genuine start of the vital groups. Dear saints, have you ever made a 
thorough confession before God? Just to go to the Lord for five minutes to tell Him, “Lord, I am 
sinful; I repent,” might be a kind of repentance, but that is not a thorough repentance. 

Psalm 51 is a psalm of David’s repentance and confession of his indulging sin. He was rebuked by 
Nathan the prophet for what he had done, and he made his confession. By reading that psalm you 
can see that his repentance and confession actually have no end. You should not believe that Psalm 
51 has finished, or completed, David’s repentance and confession. The real confession, the real 
repentance, according to my experience, has no ending. We are a heap of sin. Our constitution is sin. 
How then could we finish our confession? 

We may confess our sins and then be mean to someone right after our confession. How could we be 
holy? How could we be righteous? But when we repent and confess—the more thoroughly the 
better—we receive mercy and grace. We should not think that we can finish our confession. The 
whole Christian life, on the negative side, is a life of confession. Every day and every moment we have 
to confess. Whenever we open up our mouth to pray, we should not say a word before confessing. 
After our confession we are still sinful. Because we are living in a dirty world, medical doctors tell us 
that we should wash our hands frequently to avoid getting sick. In the same way, we need to confess 
frequently day by day. We need to have such a thorough repentance and confession. 

II. HAVE YOU REKINDLED 
YOUR NEW MAN? 

We believers have been regenerated and made by God to be a new creation. We have a new man in 
our being that needs to be rekindled, but most of the time we put this new man aside. We may come 
to the meetings and yet leave our new man at home. Doctrinally speaking, this can never happen, but 
practically speaking, it can. This is why we have to always rekindle our new man. 

There is no need for us to rekindle our old man, because this ugly thing is everlasting. The old man 
will be with us until it is thrown into the lake of fire to be burned. When I was young, people would 
ask me why God would burn sinners in the lake of fire for eternity. We need to see that the old man 
came out of the evil Satan who is everlasting, so he needs a kind of everlasting fire. There is no need 
for us to rekindle our old man, because the evil one is always rekindling it. But we do need to rekindle 
our new man, and the only way to do this is by constant and continuous prayer. This is why the Bible 
tells us to pray unceasingly (1 Thes. 5:17). Once we cease our prayer, right away our new man needs 
rekindling. To have our new man rekindled is not a common thing. Very few Christians know how to 
rekindle their new man. 
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III. HAVE YOU REFILLED YOUR LAMP? 

Have you refilled your lamp? This question is based upon Matthew 25. The five prudent virgins had 
oil in their vessels and in their lamps (v. 4). But the problem with the foolish virgins was that they 
neglected the refilling of the oil in their lamps (v. 3). We can refill our lamps by spending time with 
the Lord. This is not just by prayer. First, we have to pray that our new man will be rekindled. Then 
we have to stay with the Lord to have the refilling of the oil in our lamps. 

If we go for an entire day without praying, we feel that there is no burning within us and no light. 
There is no rekindling. But if we pray, after five minutes we realize that something has been 
rekindled within us, and that is the new man. A few minutes of prayer may rekindle our new man, 
but that cannot refill our lamp. To refill our lamp we have to stay with the Lord. According to my 
experience, we need at least half an hour for this. One hour is the proper time to be with the Lord in 
this way. 

This is not just to pray but to be with the Lord; not just to read the Bible but to be with the Lord; not 
just to meditate, to muse on some golden verses, but to be with the Lord. To be with the Lord is even 
better than musing on some golden verses. It is better than meditating on some portion of the Bible. 
To be with the Lord is better than studying the Bible. It is even better than praying. Without reading, 
without praying, and without meditating, you can enjoy the Lord’s presence by being with Him. Then 
you get the refilling. Put this into your experience. To rekindle your new man is by prayer. To refill 
your lamp is by spending time with the Lord. 

IV. HAVE YOU FANNED YOUR FLAME? 

In 2 Timothy 1:6 Paul told Timothy to fan into flame the gift of God, which was in him. We may have 
a flame, but the flame is dying. We have to fan the flame within us into a fire until we become 
burning. Today there is just a little flame within us, so we can sleep well. But when the flame 
becomes a fire in the house, we cannot sleep. We will be burning in spirit for the Lord’s interests. 

V. HAVE YOU STARTED TO HAVE THE INTIMATE AND  
THOROUGH FELLOWSHIP WITH YOUR COMPANION? HOW MANY TIMES? 

The real intimate and thorough fellowship with your companion is something particular. The 
fellowship you had in the past probably was not that intimate or that thorough. You have to open up 
yourself to your companion. Prayer is the way to rekindle your new man; spending time with the 
Lord is the way to refill your lamp; now you have to open yourself up to your companion. 

VI. DO YOU KEEP YOUR REPENTING PRAYER CONTINUOUSLY? 

Repenting prayer is a particular kind of prayer that we must keep continuously. If there is any prayer 
without repenting, that prayer is nearly in vain. Medical doctors tell us that we should always wash 
our hands before eating. In the same way, we should not pray without repenting. Praying without 
repenting is like eating without washing our hands. Even if we do not lose our temper or speak evil 
words, we are still sinful. So when we come to pray, to take the spiritual food, we have to wash our 
hands, and to wash our hands is to repent. We should say, “Lord, I still need Your forgiveness, and I 
still need Your cleansing with Your precious blood.” Then we can pray. After our hands are washed, 
we can eat. 

We all need some particular time to repent so that we can pray. The degree to which we can pray 
depends upon the degree to which we have repented. Daniel, in his book, set up a good example. In 
Daniel 9 we see that he made a long repentance and confession when he prayed. While he was 
praying and confessing, he received a revelation of the seventy weeks, but Daniel 9 is mostly occupied 
with his confession. He repented and confessed not only for himself but also for his people and for 
his forefathers. So quite often when you repent for yourself, you have to repent for the church. Do not 
forget the church, because you are one with the church. If you are dirty, surely your church is dirty. 

If you ask me how many times we should repent and confess, my answer is that the number of times 
is countless. We need to repent and confess throughout the day and every day. In a general way, we 
should first pray, “Lord, I still need Your forgiveness of grace. I still need Your cleansing with Your 
blood. Lord, particularly, I need Your forgiveness for my not walking strictly in the spirit for the 
whole day.” This is a particular confession. Sometimes at the end of the day, I can recall that I was 
not in the spirit in certain matters. Romans 8:4 says that the righteous requirement of the law is 
fulfilled in those who walk according to the spirit. Do you have the assurance that all day you do 
everything in the spirit? I must tell you that no one can do this. But you can pray a prayer of 
repentance. No one can always keep his hands thoroughly clean, but he can wash his hands. We need 
a continuous washing in the precious blood of Christ (1 John 1:7). 

A number of Christians think that as long as they believe in the Lord, everything will be all right. 
They believe that Christ is their righteousness regardless of what sinful and worldly things they do. 
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WITHSTANDING THE DEVIL (PART 3) 

II. WITHSTANDING SATAN BY FAITH 

First Peter 5:8-9 says, “Be sober; watch. Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, 
seeking someone to devour. Him withstand, being firm in your faith.” God’s Word shows us clearly 
that the way to withstand Satan is by faith. There is no other way to withstand him. What should our 
faith rest on? How should we exercise our faith to withstand him? Let us consider what the Word of 
God says concerning this. 

A. Believing That the Lord’s Manifestation  
Is to Destroy the Works of the Devil 

First, we must believe that the Lord was manifested for the purpose of destroying the works of the 
devil (1 John 3:8). The Son of God has come to the earth; He was manifested. When He was on earth, 
He destroyed the work of the devil wherever He went. Often Satan’s work was not obvious; he hid 
behind natural phenomena. However, the Lord rebuked him every time. It is clear that He was 
rebuking Satan when He rebuked Peter’s speaking (Matt. 16:22-23), when He rebuked the fever of 
Peter’s mother-in-law (Luke 4:39), and when He rebuked the winds and the waves. Although the 
devil hid behind many natural phenomena, the Lord Jesus rebuked him. Wherever the Lord went, 
the power of the devil was shattered. This is why He said, “But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matt. 12:28). In other words, wherever the 
Lord went, Satan was cast out, and the kingdom of God was manifested. Satan could not remain 
where the Lord was. This is why He said that He was manifested to destroy the works of the devil. 

We should also believe that in manifesting Himself on the earth, the Lord not only destroyed the 
works of the devil, but also gave authority to His disciples to cast out demons in His name. The Lord 
said, “Behold, I have given you the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions and over all the 
power of the enemy” (Luke 10:19). He gave His name to the church so that His church might 
continue His work on earth after His ascension. The Lord used His authority on earth to cast out 
demons. He also gave this authority to the church. 

We must distinguish between what the devil has and what we have. What the devil has is power. 
What we have is authority. All that Satan has is power. But the Lord Jesus has given us authority, 
which can overcome all the power of Satan. Power cannot prevail over authority. God has given us 
authority, and Satan will surely fail. 

Consider an illustration of how authority overcomes power: A traffic light on a road controls traffic. 
When a policeman turns on the red light, all pedestrians and cars have to stop. No one is allowed to 
dash through a red light. The pedestrians and cars are much more powerful than the red light in 
terms of power. However, no pedestrian or driver will dare dash through the red light because of the 
presence of authority. This is an example of authority prevailing over power. 
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Such Christians, needless to say, are very loose and unhealthy. They have never seen, especially in 
the New Testament, that there will be a time of discipline for the loose Christians. The New 
Testament says that the unfaithful, loose Christians, at the Lord’s coming back, will be cast into the 
outer darkness (Matt. 8:12; 25:30). Some may wonder how we believers who have been saved could 
be thrown into the outer darkness. If we are walking, living, and behaving ourselves in darkness 
today, how could we hope that in the coming age the Lord will bring us directly into glory? The Bible 
is not a sugarcoated book. It is full of warnings. The book of Hebrews has five big warnings (2:1-4; 
3:7—4:13; 5:11—6:20; 10:19-39; 12:1-29). We need to be vitalized so that we can be brought on to 
maturity to receive the Lord’s reward in the next age instead of His discipline. This is why we have to 
keep our repenting prayer continuously. 

VII. HAVE YOU AND YOUR COMPANION MADE A NAME LIST 
OF ALL YOUR POSSIBLE CANDIDATES? 

You and your companion need to make a name list of all your possible gospel candidates. 

VIII. HAVE YOU PRAYED FOR YOUR CANDIDATES AND RECEIVED  
|THE LORD’S LEADING CONCERNING WHOM YOU SHOULD CONTACT? 

We need to pray for our candidates and receive the Lord’s leading concerning whom we should 
contact. Then we need to carry out the Lord’s leading by going to contact these ones. (The Training 
and the Practice of the Vital Groups, Message 4) 

M 
ESSAGES FOR 
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NEW BELIEVERS 



 

 

Authority prevails over power; this is God’s established policy in this universe. No matter how strong 
Satan’s power is, one fact remains sure—the Lord Jesus has given His name to the church. This name 
stands for authority. The church can cast out demons in the name of the Lord. We can invoke the 
Lord’s name to deal with Satan’s power. Thank God that no matter how great Satan’s power is, the 
Lord’s name is immeasurably greater. The authority behind the Lord’s name is strong enough to 
overcome all the power of Satan. 

The disciples went out in the name of the Lord. They were surprised when they returned. They told 
the Lord, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name” (10:17). The Lord’s name spells 
authority. His giving of His name to us means that He has given His authority to us. The Lord said, 
“Behold, I have given you the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions and over all the power 
of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (v. 19). Whoever desires to withstand Satan 
must learn to know the difference between the Lord’s authority and Satan’s power. No matter how 
great Satan’s power is, the Lord’s authority is able to overcome him. We must believe that God has 
given this authority to the church. The church can cast out demons and withstand the devil in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

B. Believing That the Lord’s Death Has Destroyed Satan 

Second, we must believe that through death the Lord Jesus has destroyed him who has the might of 
death, the devil (Heb. 2:14). The manifestation of the Lord Jesus destroyed the works of the devil, 
and the death of the Lord Jesus destroyed the devil himself. 

The Lord’s death pronounces the greatest defeat for the devil because the Lord’s death is not only a 
punishment but also a way of salvation. In Genesis 2:17 God spoke of death: “For in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” This death is surely a punishment. Satan was delighted at this 
word. Since man would die if he ate the fruit, Satan tried his best to seduce man to eat it, so that 
death would reign in man and he could claim the victory. However, the Lord’s death constitutes the 
greatest way of salvation. It is true that God said, “For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.” This death is punishment. But the Lord has another death. The second death is a way of 
salvation. Death can punish those who sin. Death can also save and deliver those who are in sin. 
Satan thought that death could only punish the sinner. He seized upon this fact and reigned through 
man’s death. However, God saves and delivers man from sin through the death of the Lord Jesus. 
This is the most profound aspect of the gospel. 

The Lord’s death on the cross takes away not only our sins but also the whole old creation. Our old 
man has been crucified with him. Although Satan reigns through death, the more he reigns through 
death, the worse his lot becomes, because his reign stops at death. Since we are already dead, death 
can no longer sting us. He has no further reign over us. 

“For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” God said this so that man would not 
eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But man ate it and sinned. What then 
should be done? The result of sin is death; there is no way to change this. However, there is a way to 
salvation, a salvation which goes through death. When the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross for 
us, the old creation and the old man were both crucified with Him. This means that Satan’s authority 
can only go as far as death. The Scripture says, “Through death He might destroy him who has the 
might of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14). 

Thank and praise the Lord. We are those who are already dead. If Satan attacks us, we can say to 
him, “I am already dead!” He has no authority over us because we are already dead. His authority 
extends only to the point of death. 

Our crucifixion with Christ is an accomplished fact; it is God’s doing. The Bible does not say that our 
death with the Lord is something that belongs to the future. It is not some experience that we hope to 
attain one day. The Bible does not tell us to pursue death. It shows us that we are already dead. A 
person is not dead if he is still pursuing death. However, our death with Christ is a gift from God in 
the same way that His death for us is a gift. If a man is still pursuing crucifixion, he is standing on 
fleshly ground, and Satan has full control over those who stand on fleshly ground. We must believe in 
the Lord’s death. We must also believe in our own death. Just as we believed in the Lord’s death for 
us, so also we should believe in our death in Him. Both are acts of faith, and neither has anything to 
do with human pursuits. As soon as we strive to realize these facts, we expose ourselves to Satan’s 
attack. We have to lay hold of the accomplished facts and declare: “Praise and thank the Lord; I am 
already dead.” 
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In order to withstand Satan, we must realize that the Lord’s manifestation was a manifestation of 
authority, and the work of His cross has released all those who are under Satan’s hand. Satan no 
longer has any authority over us anymore. We are above him. We are those who are already dead. 
Satan’s way is terminated by death, and there is nothing more that he can do. 

C. Believing That the Lord’s Resurrection Has Put Satan to Shame 

Third, we must believe that the Lord’s resurrection has put Satan to shame. Satan no longer has any 
way to attack us. 

Colossians 2:12 says, “Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised together 
with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.” This verse 
speaks of death as well as resurrection. Verse 13 tells us how we died and resurrected; verse 14 tells 
us what the Lord did at the time of His death; and verse 15 says that the Lord Jesus stripped off the 
rulers and the authorities and “made a display of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” Verse 20 
says, “If you died with Christ,” and 3:1 says, “If therefore you were raised together with Christ.” These 
verses begin with resurrection and end with resurrection, and the verses in between speak of 
triumphing in the cross. We stand in the position of resurrection, and we triumph in the cross. 

Why can we do this? The statement we made earlier explains this: The Lord has died, and we also are 
dead in Him. Satan, who has dominion over the old man, can follow us only as far as the cross. 
Resurrection is beyond him. Just as Satan had nothing in the Lord Jesus while He was on earth 
(John 14:30), so also he has nothing in Him in resurrection. Satan has no place at all in the new life. 
He has no authority at all in the new life and cannot touch our new life! 

When the Lord was hung on the cross, it seemed as if myriads of demons were surrounding it. They 
thought that they could destroy the Son of God. It was to have been their greatest victory. Little did 
they realize that the Lord Jesus would go into death, come out of death, and overcome the authority 
of death! Here is the glorious fact: The Lord has come out of death! Therefore, we have the boldness 
and the confidence to say that the life of God is well able to cast away death! 

What is the resurrection life? The resurrection life is a life that cannot be touched by death. It is a life 
that transcends death, that is beyond the boundary of death, that comes out of death, and that death 
cannot hold. Satan’s power extends only as far as death. The Lord Jesus proved how great the power 
of His life is through His resurrection. He dismantled the power of Satan. The Bible calls this power 
the “the power of His resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). When this resurrection power is expressed through 
us, everything of Satan is cast down! 

We can withstand Satan because our life is a life of resurrection. This life has nothing to do with 
Satan. Our life issues from the life of God; it is a life that comes out of death. Satan’s power only goes 
as far as death. Whatever it does to us is limited to this side of death. But our life has come out of 
death. We have a life which he cannot touch. We are standing on resurrection ground, and we look 
back in triumph through the cross. Colossians 2 speaks of triumphing in resurrection. It is a chapter 
on resurrection, not death. We do not triumph in death through resurrection; rather we triumph in 
resurrection through death. 

In order to withstand Satan, every child of God must declare with a strong faith, “Thank God, I have 
resurrected! Satan, what can you do? What you can do goes only so far as death. But the life that I 
have today has nothing to do with you! This life has been tested by you already. What else can you 
do? You are powerless! This life has transcended over you! Satan, get away from me!” 

We cannot deal with Satan on the ground of hope. We can only stand on the ground of resurrection, 
the ground of the Lord. This is a very basic principle. Colossians 2:12 tells us that we must believe in 
“the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.” 

We need to take the same position before Satan as that which we take before God. The Bible tells us 
to put on the robe of righteousness when we come before God (Isa. 61:10; Zech. 3:4-5). Our robe of 
righteousness is Christ. We need to put on Christ to come before God. In the same way, we need to 
put on Christ to come before Satan. God cannot find our sins when we put on Christ. Likewise, Satan 
cannot find our sins when we are in Christ. When we take this stand, Satan can no longer attack us. 
We are perfect before God and perfect also before Satan. What a glorious fact! 

We must see that, in the eyes of God, our death with Christ is an accomplished fact. Once we see this, 
Satan can no longer do anything with us. Satan can deal only with those who are not dead. He can 
rule over only those who are facing death and who are on their way to death. But we are no longer 
facing death; we have already died. Satan can do nothing about us. 
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We must not be afraid of Satan. If we are afraid of Satan, he will laugh at us. He will say, “What a fool 
there is on earth. How can this one be so foolish?” Anyone who is afraid of Satan is foolish, because 
he has forgotten his position in Christ. We have no reason to fear him. We have transcended over his 
power. We can stand before him and say, “You cannot touch me! No matter how strong and 
resourceful you are, you are still one step behind!” On the day of the Lord’s resurrection, He led the 
enemy captive and openly shamed him. Today we are standing on the ground of resurrection, and we 
triumph through the cross! 

D. Believing That the Ascension of the Lord  
Is Far above the Power of Satan 

Fourth, we must believe that the ascension of the Lord has put Him far above the power of Satan. 
Ephesians 1:20-22 says, “Raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the 
heavenlies, far above all...not only in this age but also in that which is to come; and He subjected all 
things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church.” This means that the 
Lord Jesus is already seated in the heavenlies and is far above all the power of Satan. 

Ephesians 2:6 says, “And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the 
heavenlies in Christ Jesus.” This is our position, the position of a Christian. The Lord Jesus is 
resurrected; He is seated in the heavenlies far above all the power of Satan. We are raised up together 
with Christ and are seated together with Him in the heavenlies, far above all the power of Satan. 

Ephesians 6:11 and 13 say, “Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 
stratagems of the devil...and having done all, to stand.” Chapter two shows us that we are seated 
together with the Lord in the heavenlies. Chapter six shows us that we need to stand firm. Chapter 
two says that we need to sit, while chapter six says that we need to stand. What does it mean to sit? 
To sit means to rest. It means that the Lord has overcome and that we can now rest in His victory. 
This is what it means to depend on the Lord’s victory. What does it mean to stand? To stand means 
that spiritual warfare is not a matter of assault but of defense. To stand does not mean to attack; it 
means to defend. Because the Lord has overcome completely, we have no need to attack again. The 
victory of the cross is complete, and there is no further need to attack. Here we see two attitudes: 
One is to sit, and the other is to stand. To sit is to rest in the Lord’s victory, while to stand is to 
withstand Satan and to stop him from taking away our victory. 

Christian warfare is a matter of warding off defeat; it is not a matter of fighting for victory. We have 
already overcome. We fight from the position of victory, and we fight to maintain our victory. We are 
not fighting to win a victory. We fight from victory; victory is something that is in our hands. The 
warfare spoken of in Ephesians is the warfare of the overcomers. We do not become overcomers 
through fighting. We need to distinguish between these two things. 

How does Satan tempt us? He causes us to forget our own position and our victory. He blinds our 
eyes to our own victory. If we give in to his tactics, we will feel that victory is far away and beyond our 
reach. We must remember that the victory of the Lord is complete. It is so complete that our whole 
life is included in this victory! Once we believe, we overcome. Satan is defeated and we have 
overcome in Christ. Satan wants to steal away the victory which we have gained. His work is to taunt 
us to secretly find out if we still have the faith. If we do not know that victory is already ours, we will 
fail. But if we know our victory, his work will fail. 

Therefore, we counter the work of Satan with the work of the Lord Jesus. We withstand Satan 
through the Lord’s manifestation, death, resurrection, and ascension. We are standing today upon 
the accomplished work of the Lord. We do not need to try to overcome in any way when Satan 
attacks us. Once we have the slightest thought of trying to overcome, we have failed, because our 
position is wrong. How great is the difference between a person who tries to overcome and one who 
withstands by knowing that he has already overcome. To withstand the devil means that we 
withstand him by the victory of Christ. 

This matter indeed needs revelation. We need to see the manifestation of the Lord. We need to see 
His death, resurrection, and ascension. We need to know all these things. 

As Christians we must learn to withstand the devil. We must say to Satan under all circumstances, 
“Get away from me!” May God be gracious to us so that we may all have such a faith. May we have 
faith toward the four things the Lord has accomplished for us, and may we exercise strong faith to 
withstand Satan and reject his work upon us. 

9 


