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The subject of the two epistles of Peter is the universal government of God; even in such books focused on 
the Christian life under the government of God we see grace, for such a living is altogether a matter of 
grace. Although these two books contain only eight short chapters, they mention the word grace nine 
times; grace is a great matter in the epistles of Peter.  

These epistles were written by Peter to those who were chosen by God but were dispersed everywhere and 
were sojourning among the Gentiles. Actually, these two epistles were also written to us, for in this world 
we also are pilgrims and sojourners. As pilgrims and sojourners, we need to see that, regardless of what 
situation and environment we are in, we are under God’s governmental dealings.  

Although we will have many afflictions, sorrows, and even unjust sufferings, the processed Triune God 
will come to be our grace. And through this grace, after we have suffered a little while, God Himself will 
perfect, establish, strengthen, and ground us in this grace.  

1 Pet. 1:2 says, Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in the sanctification of the Spirit 
unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ, Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 
This verse clearly shows that grace is none other than the Triune God working to bring us into the 
enjoyment of Himself; grace is also the full salvation that God wants to give us.  

Peter’s epistles are full of the experience of grace. Because of his rich experience of grace, Peter had many 
utterances concerning our experience of grace in his epistles. 1 Pet. 1:2 he speaks of multiplied grace, 
in 3:7 we see the grace of life, in 4:10 the varied grace is mentioned, and in 5:10 we are told of all grace. 
Then, in 5:10 we see the true grace. Hallelujah for grace!  

1 Pet. 1:10 shows that this grace was to come unto us, and we need to receive grace; v. 13 says that we 
need to set our hope perfectly on this grace. 3:7 shows us that we need to be fellow heirs of grace through 
prayer, and 5:12 speaks of our entering into this grace and standing in it.  

2 Peter 3:18 says that we need to grow in this grace, and 1 Pet. 4:10 says that we need to learn and 
exercise to be good stewards of the varied grace of God. Peter says it will be a living of enjoying the full 
salvation of the Triune God; this salvation will cause us to take Christ as a model in the days of our 
sojourning on earth. Even as we live in man’s unjust system, we enjoy and experience grace, and we take 
Christ as our model; we, therefore, become His reproduction and live Him out as an excellent manner of 
life in our work life, our married life, and even in our ordinary life.  

Eventually, the result of such experiences and living of grace is that we will grow unto salvation (1 Pet. 
2:2) to experience more transformation in our soul, and we will be transformed into living stones and be 
built up as a spiritual house, a holy priesthood (v. 5). The more we enjoy the Triune God as our grace, the 
more we will be able to function in this way. We will be able to tell out the virtues of Christ and be 
stewards of the varied grace of God so that we can be built up as the house of God, the dwelling place of 
God. The result is the producing of the organism of the Triune God, which is the church as the dwelling 
place of God.  

“Thank You, Lord, for coming to us as grace; may grace and peace be multiplied to us in our 
experience! Grant us to have rich experiences of grace so that we may enjoy multiplied 
grace and be stewards of the varied grace of God. Amen, Lord, we set our hope perfectly on 
this grace, and we want to be fellow heirs of grace through prayer. We enter into this grace 
and stand in it, and we want to grow in this grace so that grace may abound in us and be 
ministered through us. Keep us enjoying the processed and consummated Triune God as 
grace so that we may grow unto salvation and be transformed into living stones for God’s 
building. Amen, Lord, may our enjoyment and experience of God as grace issue in the 
building up of the church as the spiritual house of God! ” 

(Quoted from: https://agodman.com/grace-peters-epistles-enjoy-multiplication-grace-by-word-his-
grace/) 
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2022 INTERNATIONAL CHINESE-SPEAKING CONFERENCE—THE GRACE OF GOD IN THE ECONOMY OF GOD 

MESSAGE  4: GRACE IN PETER'S EPISTLES 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 31.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 54 & 55. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Illness (Part II).  
  (Please refer to pages 7-11). 

4.  Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “The Grace of God in the Economy of God”, week 4. Youth pursues  
  the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 8, Lesson 8 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 12.  
  College student pursues The All-inclusive Christ, Chapter 5 (The Experience of Wheat) to 6 (Olive Tree). 

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

17/07/2022 
Lord’s Day 

18/07/2022 
Monday 

19/07/2022 
Tuesday 

20/07/2022 
Wednesday 

21/07/2022 
Thursday 

22/07/2022 
Friday 

23/07/2022 
Saturday 

John 5:1-16 5:17-30 5:31-47 6:1-15 6:16-31 6:32-51 6:52-71 

1.  Physical Pre-training for July 2022 Semiannual Training  

  Date         : 24/07/2022 (Lord’s day) 

  Time        : 8.00 p.m. 

  Venue        : Room A105 

  Remark       : Attendance is compulsory to the registrants. 
 

2. Timetable for July 2022 Semiannual Training  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

3. Youth Outdoor Blending 

  Date/ Time     : Start on the 03/09/2022 (Saturday) and end on the 05/09/2022 (Monday) afternoon 

  Venue        : Dynawood Beach Stay 

  Fee         : RM80 per pax 

  Deadline      :  01/08/2022 (Monday) 

  Remark       : The registration form can be obtained from the meeting hall office. The fees  

              collected are to be remitted to the church bank account. Please state on the  

              remittance receipt “Youth09” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and  

              WhatsApp the name list and remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp  

              account (+6082-482258). 
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The church will resume the physical church life entirely from the month July onward. These include the 
service meeting of each respective hall on Monday, the prayer meeting on Tuesday, and the children’s 
vital group. May all the responsible brothers of each hall and district impart this burden to the saints to 
follow the leading of the church aggressively. 

 
“Tell me, you whom my soul loves, Where do you pasture your flock? / Where do you make it lie down 
at noon? / For why should I be like one who is veiled / Beside the flocks of your companions? If you 
yourself do not know, / You fairest among women, / Go forth on the footsteps of the flock, / And pasture 
your young goats / By the shepherds' tents.” (Song of Songs 1:7-8)  

Date Time Remarks: 
There will be a sharing session after each video  
session. Trainees must learn to exercise aggressively to 
prepare a 2-minute sharing to flow out the riches of 
Christ. Under the requirements of the training, trainees 
must not be absent without reason (at most twice) 
and must apply leave from the training coordinator 
(Brother David Wong).   

27/07-28/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

30/07-31/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)   

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

03/08-04/08/2022 
(Wed - Thu)  

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m.  

06/08-07/08/2022  
(Sat - LD)    

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Passcode: VT0722 ZOOM MEETING ID: 899 7994 7476 



 

 

4.  Conference on the Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Kings 

 Date         : 24-28/08/2022 
 Platform      : ZOOM 
 Registration fee  : RM10 
 Deadline      : 01/08/2022 (Monday) 

 
5.   East Malaysia English-Speaking Blending Conference (Date: 24-25/09/2022) 

  Venue        : Main meeting hall of the church in Sibu     
  Fee         : 
   
   
 
 
  Deadline      : 08/08/2022 (Monday) 
 
6. Training for Elders and Responsible Ones in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei (Date: 21-23/10/2022) 

  Venue        : Main meeting hall of the church in Sibu. The bread-breaking meeting and training  
             on Lord’s Day morning will be held in the new meeting hall of the church in Sarikei. 

  Fee         : 
 
 
 
 
  Deadline      : 08/08/2022 (Monday) 
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Date Time  Remarks: 
Registration is done and collected by each district 
(particulars required include English & Chinese name, 
gender, language, contact number). The fees are to be 
remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state 
on the remittance receipt “Kings” and your respective 
district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and 
remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp 
account (+6082-482258). 

24/08 (Wed) Session 1  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

25/08 (Thu) Session 2  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

27/08 (Sat) 
Session 3  2:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.  

Session 4  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

28/08 (LD)   
Session 5  2:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.  

Session 6  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

Date Time  Remarks: 
1. Meals provided include lunch and dinner on 24/09 

and lunch on 25/09. Check-in at the hotel 
(STARLINK) will be available on 23/09 after 2 
p.m. 

2. The registration form can be obtained from the 
meeting hall office. The fees collected are to be 
remitted to the church bank account. Please state 
on the remittance receipt “EBC” and your 
respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the 
name list and remittance receipt to Church in 
Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

24/09 (Sat)  

Session 1 08:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.  

Session 2 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

Session 3 04:30 p.m. — 06:00 p.m.  

Session 4 07:30 p.m. — 09:00 p.m.  

25/09 (LD)   

Session 5 08:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.  

Bread-breaking Meeting  
10.00 a.m. — 10:30 a.m. 

Session 6 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

Stay in Superior Twin RM 220 per pax Superior Triple RM 215 per pax 

Non-stay in With Meals RM 120 per pax Registration only RM 30 per pax 

Child care (4-12 years old) - RM 10  

Date Time  Remarks: 
The registration form can be obtained 
from the meeting hall office. The fees 
collected are to be remitted to the church 
bank account. Please state on the 
remittance receipt “EROT” and your 
respective district (e.g., H1D1) and 
WhatsApp the name list and remittance 
receipt to Church in Kuching 
WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

21/10 (Fri)   
Session 1 03:00 p.m. — 04:30 p.m.  

Session 2 07:30 p.m. — 09:30 p.m.  

22/10 (Sat)  

Session 3 08:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.  

Session 4 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

Session 5 07:30 p.m. — 09:30 p.m.  

Bread-breaking Meeting 09.30 a.m. — 10:30 a.m. 
23/10 (LD)  

Session 6 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

 Type Fee 

A Twin Sharing Room RM 280 per pax 

B Self-arrangement RM 50 per pax 



 

 

7.  Schedule for Public Cleaning Area for Each Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Remarks      : Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
             according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 

 
8.   The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

 and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
 breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 
9. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 
 
 

10. Cleaning service :  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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Date Hall Area Details 

12 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

17/07 (LD)  

11 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 
garden in front of and behind Block C, 
and Block C  Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, trim 
the flowerbeds and mow the grass etc. 

10 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the 
mezzanine), corridors outside main hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs and 
clean the toilets  

9 Block B Ground Floor and 1st Floor 
(including main hall, dining area, 
toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, chairs 
(benches) and clear the spider webs 

8 Block A Level 1 corridors, entrance 
staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, arrange the chairs and 
clean the toilets 

7 Block A Level 3 (badminton court), 
corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the corridors, clean the toilets, 
remove bird droppings 

24/07/2022 Hall 3 31/07/2022 Hall 4 

6—5 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining stairs 

between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining stairs 

between Block B and Block A basement  

MINISTERING FOOD AT THE PROPER TIME 

Now we need to fellowship concerning our practice of being faithful in service. 
In what way should we be faithful in the service? What shall we do? First, in Matthew 24:45-51 we 
are told clearly that the Lord commissioned us to take care of His household. His household refers to 
the believers (Eph. 2:19), who are the church (1 Tim. 3:15). The church today is the Lord’s house and 
also the Lord’s household, what we refer to as the folks. We are His house, and at the same time we 
are His folks. The Lord charged us, commissioned us, to minister something to His household, that 
is, to the believers in the church. 

According to Matthew 24:45, what we minister is food. Verse 45 says, “Who then is the faithful and 
prudent slave, whom the master has set over his household to give them food at the proper time?” At 
the proper time we have to minister food, the life supply, to the Lord’s people. Do not say that others 
have a gift of teaching to teach you the Word of God and minister spiritual food to you but that you 
do not have such a gift. There is not such a thought here. All the Lord’s servants received the gift for 
their commission. 
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In the second section in 25:14-30, the Lord said that He is like a man going abroad, who delivered his 
possessions to his slaves (v. 14). In the next verse he gave talents to the slaves. Possessions and 
talents are the items of this parable. His possessions signifies the church (Eph. 1:18) with all the 
believers, who are His household (Matt. 24:45). The church with the believers is a real inheritance, a 
possession of the Lord. Talents in this parable signifies spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet. 
4:10; 2 Tim. 1:6). Matthew 25:14 says, “The kingdom of the heavens is just like a man about to go 
abroad, who called his own slaves and delivered to them his possessions.” Verse 15 continues, “To 
one he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one.” The reader of these verses may 
think that the five talents refer to possessions. Possessions are the Lord’s church, His believers, and 
talents are the gifts. The Lord not only gave the possessions, but He also gave the talents. Has the 
Lord not given you the church with so many believers? The Bible does not refer to the church of the 
apostles, the church of the elders, the church of the prophets, or the church of the evangelists. The 
New Testament rather speaks of the church of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 1:2), the church of Christ 
(Rom. 16:16), and the church of the saints (1 Cor. 14:33). The church is the possession of all the 
saints, the believers. 

The Lord, before going to the heavens, delivered to us His church with all the believers. If He had 
given to us only the talent to minister the life supply, then to whom would we minister? However, He 
gave us two categories of things: one is His possessions, the other is the talents. Today we have the 
church with all the believers as the possession, the portion to us, to which we can give something, 
and we have the talents as the spiritual gifts. You cannot say you are not gifted. Actually, you are 
much gifted. For this reason I have always encouraged you to function. Some may consider this 
merely to be my practice. They may say that in all of Christianity they only saw the practice of good 
preachers speaking to a crowd. They never saw a meeting with so many standing up to speak. Some 
have even called this a “popcorn” meeting. One after another stands up like popcorn popping. It is 
very good to have a “popcorn meeting.” This is altogether what we expect to have. This is not my 
teaching; this is the Bible’s teaching (1 Cor. 14:24, 26, 29-32). We all have to learn to function. This is 
the reason that even in a ministry meeting, I always like to leave half an hour for you to “pop up.” Do 
not just be stuck to your chair. It seems as if there is a strong glue to keep many of you stuck to the 
chair. You have to jump up to say something. For you to speak is to minister food to the Lord’s 
household at the proper time. 

Whoever serves food knows the proper time. If you are serving food every day, you have to make 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. To buy a cup of coffee and a doughnut for breakfast is the lazy way. If 
we are like this in the spiritual realm, we will be poor slaves to minister the life supply to the master’s 
folks at the proper time. The proper time in the morning is breakfast. Also, good wives prepare the 
best sandwiches for their husbands to bring to the office for lunch at the proper time and are 
accustomed to preparing a big dinner for their family. 

In like manner, whenever we meet together, this is one of the proper times, the appointed times, for 
you to minister the proper food to the Lord’s folks. Suppose, however, that I was sloppy, not reading 
the Word. If I did not labor adequately in the Word and came to speak to you, I would just be 
ministering to you “a cup of coffee and some doughnuts.” To cook a nourishing, good breakfast, 
requires your diligence. According to the context of this parable, the faithful one is the diligent one. 
Faithful here equals diligent, and slothful equals lazy. We must be diligent in seeking the Word so 
that we could prepare to serve good food when we come to the meeting. The eating time is the proper 
time, and the meeting time is the proper time. We have the proper time on the Lord’s Day morning, 
on the Lord’s Day evening, Tuesday evening, and Friday evening. The meeting times are the proper 
times when we all have to minister some portion of the life supply to our folks, to our fellow 
believers, to our possessions. 

The Lord has given us the church as the object for us to serve, and He has also given us the ability, 
the skill, the gift, to care for our obligation. We may also enlarge the interpretation of the 
term possessions. Do you not believe that all the sinners belong to the Lord? All the sinners belong to 
the Lord; they are all the Lord’s possessions, and the Lord has given them to us. The translators of 
the Recovery Version were very careful in their translation of this portion. In Matthew 25:14 the 
possessions are delivered, and in verse 15 the gifts are given. The Lord did not give us the church with 
the believers; the Lord delivered these to us. In the same sense the Lord has delivered all the sinners 
to us. The possessions not only denote the church with the believers as the Lord’s possessions but 
also all the sinners. The Lord has surely delivered to us the church with all the believers and all the 
sinners that we may take care of them for His sake. 
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To care for them is simply to feed them, to minister food to them. To the sinners the proper food we 
minister is the gospel of Christ. The nurses in the hospitals know that they must serve the patients 
with different meals. Different food is ministered to different patients to meet their specific needs. It 
is the same with us. The entire earth is a hospital, full of sickness and full of all kinds of sick people. 
The church in a good sense is also a hospital, full of sick people. Therefore, we have to minister 
different words to them at the proper time. The Lord’s possessions are always around you. The 
believers, the churches, and even the more all the sinners are around you. It is your duty, your 
obligation, to minister food to them. If they are sinners, you have to minister the gospel of grace to 
them as the food they need. If they are believers sick of something, then you need to minister some 
word from the Bible that suits their condition, either to nourish them, to heal them, to strengthen 
them, or to wake them up. To do this is to be a faithful and prudent slave, ministering the proper 
food to the Lord’s possessions, which are all kinds of persons, at the proper time. When you enter 
into your office, you must realize that this is one of the proper times to minister the proper food of 
the gospel to the unbelieving ones. When you go to school, even if you are not going there to teach 
but to attend classes, all the classmates around you are the Lord’s possessions delivered to you that 
you may take the opportunity, the proper time, to minister the gospel to them. 

MAKING A PROFIT 
IN THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL 

In the first of these two portions of the Scriptures, the Lord spoke of food, related to our service. 
However, in the second portion, the parable, the Lord spoke of profit in business. We all have to 
make a profit. As a slave commissioned by the Lord to take care of His household, we need to serve 
food, but as a slave in the parable of Matthew 25:14-30, we need to make a profit. The more you 
preach the gospel, the more you have the feeling that you have more talent. As I am speaking, I feel 
my talent is increasing. The more I minister something to you, the more profit I make; it increases 
my talent. 

Each one of us will have no excuse at the judgment seat of Christ. Every day is a proper time for us to 
minister the proper food to anyone, and every day is a proper time for us to make some profit. For 
this reason I have been declaring, “Rise up, and wake up!” We all have to rise up and wake up to be 
diligent, to be faithful, to be prudent and not foolish, to minister the proper food to the needy ones at 
the proper time, and also to use our talent or talents. Perhaps you only have one talent; actually, 
most of the believers have only one talent. The danger is not with the ones who have five talents or 
two talents. The danger is always with the one-talented ones, who are always thinking, “I do not have 
much gift; what I have is just a little; whether I function or not means nothing.” Actually, it means 
much. 

Since October of 1984 when I went to Taipei, I did many things at a risk. My burden was to stir up 
the saints to adequately care for their obligation in the matter of preaching the gospel. In 1985 the 
church in Taipei baptized over five thousand people. Recently they began to have a gospel-preaching 
practice. The gospel teams going out to the nearby villages baptized thirteen hundred new believers 
in less than two weeks. They went to the villages and baptized people, cast out demons, and healed 
the sick. 

In a training of one hundred thirty young full-timers who had the burden to go to the villages, I told 
them that they must exercise in faith to cast out demons when they go to preach the gospel to the 
sinners (Luke 10:17; Matt. 10:1). According to the New Testament, you do not need to wait to be 
asked to cast out demons. The demons are devilish, something satanic, and we must cast out 
anything of the devil for God’s kingdom. Whenever there is a case of demon possession, you have to 
cast out the demons. However, whenever there are any sick ones, do not go right away to heal them; 
you have to be asked. To cast out demons you do not need to be asked, but to heal the sick you have 
to be asked. When they ask you, you may do it. A little over one month after this time the full-timers 
went out to practice the preaching of the gospel with the casting out of the demons and healing of the 
sick. It really worked. I told them not to promote healing as the Pentecostals do. If you are going to 
promote this, eventually you will be pretending that you can heal people. When you are asked to heal 
the sick, just do it according to the Bible by faith. Whether the sick one will be healed or not, leave 
this matter to the hands of the Lord. Just act according to His Word. I am so happy to hear the news 
that they did this. 
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On one occasion the brothers went to a little mountain to pray. One of the villagers learned that there 
was a group of Christians there, and he went to join them. He asked the brothers if they were 
Christians. They told him they were and that they were preaching the gospel. He said that he was a 
Baptist, yet he had been sick for a few years, and he asked if the brothers laid their hands on people 
and prayed for the sick. When the brothers replied that they did, he asked if they would lay their 
hands upon him and pray for him. The brothers agreed, and the man was healed. He was so joyful 
and full of praise. No doubt, this kind of person would always attract his relatives and friends. There 
was a revival in the villages. There was also the casting out of the demons there. However, the 
brothers and sisters were charged not to boast of these things and not to promote them; our boast is 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and we must promote the gospel. Although the brothers and sisters went 
out for less than two weeks, they baptized thirteen hundred people. Furthermore, they expect to 
baptize many more before the completion of their gospel preaching. 

On the one hand, those dear ones in Taiwan were making a profit. On the other hand, they were 
feeding the hungry sinners in the villages with the food of the gospel. Many were fed and became 
satisfied and so joyful. Their joy spontaneously became a testimony in those villages. To some degree 
it might not be so easy in the cities with educated people because the educated people are not so 
simple as the villagers. However, please do not think that those people in the villages in Taiwan are 
uneducated; they all have a certain amount of education. In the cities, in the schools and offices, we 
still have a great possibility to feed people with the food of the gospel. It all depends upon our 
faithfulness. We must be faithful. Deducting all the holidays and weekends, there are still over two 
hundred days in a year in which you go to your place of business or to school. Every day is the proper 
time for you to minister the food of the gospel to your contacts. Do you not believe that within one 
year you will gain one person? 

Apparently, it has been very difficult to gain a new person. We have been cheated; we have been 
made disappointed. We do not have the faith, the morale, the impact with the full assurance, that we 
will gain someone. You had better quietly consider why, within one year of at least two hundred 
working days, you could not gain one. It is not logical. There has been no increase because you 
became disappointed. 

All the believers should be the fishers of men (Matt. 4:19). Sometimes at the schools the fish will 
jump not only at your feet but also into your bosom. However, you may not have wanted that. How 
can you get a fish if you have no intention to get one? You may prefer to keep the fish away. This is 
the real case, and this is the reason why I am fellowshipping with you in this way. You need to make 
some profit. You need to gain some oil. (The Way to Practice the Lord's Present Move , Chapter 8) 

ILLNESS (Part II) 

IV. ILLNESS AND GOD’S DISCIPLINE 

A. God’s Disciplining Hand behind Some Sicknesses 

It is interesting to note that unbelievers often are easily healed, while Christians are not healed so 
easily. The New Testament shows that when unbelievers went to the Lord, they were healed 
immediately. The Bible also speaks of the gift of healing. Both believers and unbelievers can be 
healed through the gift of healing. However, the Bible also shows that some Christians were never 
healed. Trophimus was one, Timothy was another, and Paul was a third. These three were the best 
brothers in the New Testament. Paul kept Trophimus in Miletus because he was sick and nothing 
could be done (2 Tim. 4:20). Paul advised the sick Timothy to take some wine because his stomach 
was not clean; Timothy was not healed. Even Paul himself suffered and was weak because of an eye 
disease or some other malady. This is why he said that there was a thorn in his flesh (2 Cor. 12:7). A 
thorn always irritates people. Even though a thorn is very small, it is very uncomfortable when 
lodged in the flesh. Even when it is lodged in the little finger, it can be very painful. Paul’s thorn was 
not a small one but a big one. This thorn caused discomfort to his whole body. In verse 9 he used the 
term weakness, which tells us how much he suffered! These three persons were the best brothers, 
yet they were never healed. Instead, they bore their illnesses. 

Illnesses are different from sins. Sins cannot yield the fruit of sanctification, whereas illnesses can 
yield the fruit of sanctification. It is wrong to lump illnesses together with sins. There are some 
similarities between the two, but there are also many dissimilarities. The more a man sins, the 
filthier he becomes. But a man does not become filthier by becoming sick. In fact, he can become 
holy through his sickness, because God’s disciplining hand is with his sickness. Sickness can result 
in discipline. When God’s children are sick, they have to learn to submit to God’s mighty hand (1 
Pet. 5:6). 
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B. Accepting the Lesson That Comes with the Illness 

If you have an illness, you should learn to deal with your problems one by one before the Lord. After 
you have dealt with them, you may conclude that God’s hand is upon you and that He is doing this 
to stop you from becoming proud and wild like other sinners. You should remember that you must 
accept not only the illness but also the lesson that comes with this illness. Having an illness alone is 
useless; you must learn the lesson that comes with the illness. Illness alone cannot sanctify a person; 
it is the acceptance of the lesson that comes with the illness that sanctifies a person. You must reap 
the benefit and result that come with the illness. Perhaps God put His hand on you in order to 
humble you as He did Paul. He prevented Paul from becoming proud through the revelations that he 
had received. God may allow a sickness in our flesh to soften us because we are too strong in our 
disposition. These things can explain why He does not heal us immediately. Sickness alone does not 
profit anyone; only the softening brings the profit. There is no point in being ill all our lives unless 
the illness will soften us. Many people have been sick all their life, yet they have never been dealt 
with by the Lord. Such sickness is in vain. Sometimes a person recovers from an illness after a 
period of time. But even though the sickness is over, the Lord may not let the person go. Other 
things will come along the way. As soon as one becomes sick, he has to go to the Lord and seek His 
speaking. 

Often we can identify the Lord’s discipline in our sickness. God disciplines many people through 
their illness and touches them in certain areas. 

C. Sickness Not Being Something Dreadful 

Never consider sickness to be something dreadful. The “knife” is not in just anyone’s hand. If the 
one who shaves my hair is my brother, I would not be scared even if he used a big knife. But it would 
be very frightening indeed if I allowed my enemy to cut my hair. We have to ask in whose hand is the 
knife. I would be scared if the surgeon who operated on me happened to be my enemy. But I would 
not be scared if the scalpel was in my brother’s hand. Please bear in mind that all sicknesses are in 
God’s hand. Many sick brothers and sisters who are so anxious about their health seem to believe 
that their sicknesses are in the enemy’s hand. 

Please remember that every sickness has been measured by God’s hand. Satan is the creator of 
sickness, and I believe that Satan can make people sick. But everyone who has read the book of Job 
knows that sickness happens only with God’s permission. Every sickness is under God’s limitation. 
Job shows us clearly that Satan cannot make a person sick without God’s permission and limitation. 
God’s permission and limitation are the abiding factors. Consider Job’s case: God allowed him to be 
sick, but He did not allow his life to be harmed. Whenever we are sick, we should not feel hopeless 
and we should not worry. Do not insist on being healed. Do not complain that the sickness has 
continued too long and that you are afraid of death. 

Please bear in mind that sickness is in the hand of God. It is measured by Him and under His 
limitation. After Job’s trials ran their course, the illness went away; the illness accomplished God’s 
purpose in him. In Job’s story we see an end to God’s discipline (James 5:11). I would like to say that 
many people’s sicknesses do not have a proper ending; they have not learned the lesson. We must 
realize that all illnesses are in God’s hand; they are all measured by the Lord. Often all we have to do 
is confess our sins, and the matter is over. 

D. Learning Our Lesson in the Midst of Our Illness 

God allows many illnesses to remain in us in order for us to learn a lesson. The sooner we learn the 
lesson, the sooner the illness leaves. Many people love themselves too much. Let me say a frank 
word to them: The only reason many of them are sick is that they love themselves too much. Many 
people love themselves to the extent that sickness becomes inevitable. We are of little use to God if 
He does not purge us of our self-love. We have to learn to not love ourselves. 

Some people think only of themselves all day long. They think the whole world revolves around 
them and that they are the center of the universe. They think that everyone should live for them. 
Their thoughts are occupied with nothing but themselves day and night; in their view everything 
revolves around them. God in heaven is for them, and God on earth is for them as well. Christ is for 
them, and the church is for them. In fact, the whole world is for them. God has no alternative but to 
tear down this center. Many people are not easily healed because they expect sympathy from others. 
I know that some sisters have experienced this. When they reject the sympathy of others, their 
sicknesses leave. 
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Perhaps many are ill because they like to be ill. They are loved only when they are ill, so they like to 
be ill. No one loves them when they are not ill, so they always try to be sick in order to be loved. In 
fact, they want to be sick forever so that they can be loved forever. I have seen such cases. 
Sometimes it takes someone to rebuke them strongly, saying, “You are sick because you love 
yourself too much. You want others to love you and to pay attention to you in your illness. You want 
others to visit you and to sympathize with you. This is why you are always sick.” As soon as they 
accept God’s dealing and acknowledge the cause of their illness, they are healed immediately. 

I can report hundreds of cases that I have witnessed during the past twenty or more years of my life. 
They all prove that many people are sick for specific reasons. Their illnesses are healed immediately 
when they identify the causes, deal with them, and remove them. As long as the causes remain, they 
cannot be healed. 

I know of a brother who always desired affection from others. He wanted to be loved, to be spoken 
to nicely, to receive visits, and to be treated in a gentle way. If anyone asked how he was doing, he 
immediately would relate everything that had happened the previous night or that morning in a 
detailed way. He could tell others almost the exact time of his fever, from what hour to what hour, 
and the kind of headache he experienced, from what hour to what hour. He could tell you exactly 
how many times he breathed and how many times his heart beat a minute. He was always feeling ill, 
and he always liked to tell others about his illness. He wanted the warm sympathy of others. If you 
talked to him, he would have nothing to talk about except his illness. Every day he talked about his 
illness, and he wondered why he was never healed. 

It is not an easy thing to speak an honest word to others. One must pay a price to speak the truth. 
One day I gathered enough strength within myself to speak to this one. I said, “The only reason you 
have been sick so long is that you like to be sick.” He denied it. I said, “Do you not love your illness? 
You are afraid that this illness will leave you. You love your illness.” He denied it again. But I said, 
“You like others to sympathize with you and to love you. You like others to take care of you and to 
treat you nicely. You cannot have it by other means, so you try to get it by becoming ill. If you want 
to be healed by the Lord, you must rid yourself of this thought! When others ask how you are doing, 
you need to learn to say, ‘I am fine.’ See what will happen if you do that! When others ask how you 
were doing the night before, you should say, ‘Fine!’” He said, “My heart is sincere. I cannot lie. I feel 
that I am not fine. What should I do if I truly was not well the night before?” I said, “Let me read you 
a verse. The son of the Shunammite woman was lying on the bed already dead. She went to see 
Elisha, and he asked, ‘Is it well with you?...Is it well with the child? And she said, It is well’ (2 Kings 
4:26). Actually, her son was lying on the bed already dead. Why did she say that it was well? She said 
it because she believed. She believed that God would save her son. Today you can believe, too. When 
others ask, ‘How were you last night?’ You should say, ‘Fine.’ It is fine even if you died the night 
before. You have to believe that it was fine.” He had nothing to say after these words. As soon as he 
denied his self-love, rejected sympathy, and dropped his expectation for consolation, his illness went 
away. 

We must realize that many illnesses have internal causes as well as external causes. A man must 
learn to believe in God. When God’s purpose is achieved, the sickness goes away. Once God achieves 
His spiritual goal in us, our sickness is over. 

E. With the Exception of a Few Cases,  

One Needing to Discover the Causes and to Seek Healing 

I believe that when Paul wrote 2 Timothy, Timothy and Trophimus, as well as Paul himself, still had 
their illnesses. However, they acknowledged that their illnesses were there to help them in their 
work; they learned to look after themselves and to be restricted for the sake of God’s glory upon 
them. Paul advised Timothy to take a little wine and to take care of his eating. At the same time, 
both were serving the Lord. Of course, the Lord supplied them with enough grace to overcome their 
weaknesses. Although Paul was sick, he still worked. When we read Paul’s Epistles, we have to agree 
that the amount of his work equaled that of ten men. But God could use such a weak vessel. He was 
able to get more from him than He could get from ten strong men. Although his body was weak, God 
gave him the strength and the life to do what he should do. 

In the Bible, there were not too many men like Paul, Timothy, and Trophimus who were continually 
sick. God only arranges such unusual circumstances for those whom He will use and perfect. As for 
the rest, especially the new believers, they should examine themselves and should ask whether they 
have sinned in any way when they become ill. When one confesses his sins and deals with them, it is 
easy for him to be healed. 
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Finally, I would like to point out that sickness can be the result of Satan’s sudden attacks, and 
sometimes it can be the result of offending the laws of nature. There may not be a spiritual cause for 
our sickness, but we can bring everything to the Lord. If it is an attack from the enemy, we can 
rebuke it in the name of the Lord, and it will leave. There was a sister who had a fever that would not 
go away. There was no special reason for her fever. Later she found out that it was Satan’s attack, 
and she rebuked it in the Lord’s name. The illness immediately went away. 

Sometimes sickness can be the result of acting contrary to the laws of nature. If a person puts his 
finger in the fire, he will be burned. We should take good care of ourselves whenever possible. We 
should not wait until we are sick to confess our sins. Once we confess our sins, we will surely be 
forgiven. But we should not wait until we have sinned and something is wrong with our bodies 
before we look to God for healing. We should not neglect the ordinary duties and care. 

V. THE WAY TO BE HEALED— 

THREE PHRASES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

What happens when a man prays for healing? We need to have a brief discussion about this. 

There are three expressions in the New Testament, specifically in the Gospel of Mark, that I have 
spent much time studying and learning. These three expressions have been particularly helpful, at 
least to me. The first is a matter of the Lord’s power, the second is a matter of His will, and the third 
is a matter of His act. 

A. The Lord’s Power—God Can 

Once I read the Gospel of Mark while I was sick and found a few words that were especially helpful 
to me. The first portion is in Mark 9:21-23: 

“And He questioned his father, How long has this been happening to him? And he said, From 
childhood. And it has often thrown him both into fire and into water to destroy him. But if You can 
do anything, have compassion on us and help us. And Jesus said to him, You say, If You can. All 
things are possible to him who believes.” Do you understand what this means? The father told the 
Lord Jesus, “If You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” The Lord Jesus replied, 
“If You can”! Why did He say, “If You can”? These three words of the Lord Jesus are a quotation of 
the father’s remark. The Lord Jesus repeated what the father had said. The father said, “If You can 
do anything...help us.” The Lord Jesus exclaimed, “If You can. All things are possible to him who 
believes.” It is not a matter of whether the Lord can, but a matter of whether the father could 
believe. All things are possible to him who believes. 

When a man is sick, he is often full of doubts. He cannot believe in the power of God. It seems to 
him that the power of germs is stronger than the power of God. In effect, he is saying that the power 
of a little bacteria which can be seen only under a microscope is stronger than the power of God. 
When a trial of sickness comes, one finds the threat of the germs magnified to a great degree. But 
the Lord rebukes those who doubt His power in the midst of their sickness. The Bible seldom 
records the Lord Jesus interrupting a man’s speaking. But here He said, “If You can”! It seems as if 
the Lord was angry, as if He had lost His temper! (The Lord forgives me for saying this.) When the 
father said, “If You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us,” it seemed as if the Lord 
Jesus was saying, “How can you say, ‘If You can’? What do you mean, ‘If You can’? All things are 
possible to him who believes! It is not a matter of if I can, but a matter of whether or not you believe. 
Why do you ask whether or not I can?” The first thing a child of God should learn when he is sick is 
to lift up his eyes and say, “Lord, You can!” 

Recall the incident when the Lord healed the paralytic. (I like the Lord’s words very much because 
each time He speaks He chooses His words very carefully.) He told the Pharisees, “Which is easier: 
to say to the paralytic, Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise and take up your mat and walk?” (Mark 
2:9). The Pharisees must have thought that it was easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” Saying such 
words is, of course, very easy, because they can be said, but no one will actually know whether the 
sins were forgiven. But it is not easy to say, “Rise up and walk.” The Lord’s word proves that He can 
forgive as well as heal. Look at the Lord Jesus’ question carefully. Consider whether this is better: 
“Which is harder: to say to the paralytic, Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise and take up your mat 
and walk?” However, the Lord did not say this. He used a different word. He said, “Which is easier: 
to say to the paralytic, Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise and take up your mat and walk?” 
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The Lord Jesus was asking which was easier because both are easy from His point of view. Forgiving 
sins is easy, and asking the paralytic to rise up and walk is easy as well. This is why He said, “Which 
is easier?” Actually, the Pharisees were asking which was harder. From their point of view, forgiving 
sins and asking a paralytic to pick up the mat and walk were both difficult. Both were difficult, and 
they were just trying to find out which one was more difficult. However, the Lord Jesus said, “Which 
is easier?” 

B. The Lord’s Will—God Will 

It is true that God can heal us, but how do we know that He will heal us? We do not know His will. 
Suppose the Lord is not willing to heal us. What should we do? This is the second consideration. 
Mark 1:41 says, “Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I 
will; be clean’” (RSV). Here is the second question. It is not enough for a sick person merely to know 
the power of God. He needs to know that God is willing. No matter how great His power is, it is 
useless to us if He is not willing to heal us. Here the question is not whether God is able, but whether 
He is willing. No matter how great His power is, it has nothing to do with us if He has no intention 
of healing us. The first thing to be settled is whether or not God can. The second thing to be settled is 
whether or not God will. Here we see the Lord Jesus telling the leper, “I will.” There is no sickness 
more unclean than leprosy. All of the sicknesses in the Old Testament are merely illnesses, but 
leprosy is a kind of defilement. Whoever touches a leper will be infected with leprosy (at least this 
was what men thought). However, the Lord was full of love. He said, “I will.” He stretched out His 
hand and touched the leper. The leper was cleansed! The Lord Jesus was willing to cleanse the leper. 
Can it be possible that He is not willing to heal us? We can say that God can and God will. It is not 
enough to know that God can. We must also know that God will. 

C. The Lord’s Act—God Has Done 

God is willing to heal, but this is not enough. He still needs to do one thing. We need to look at Mark 
11:23-24: “Truly I say to you that whoever says to this mountain, Be taken up and cast into the sea, 
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says happens, he will have it. For this 
reason I say to you, All things [including sickness] that you pray and ask, believe that you have 
received them, and you will have them.” This passage speaks of what God has accomplished. Here 
we see three things: God can, God will, and God has done. 

What is faith? Faith is not just believing that God can and will but believing that God has done 
something. It is believing that He has accomplished something. Believe that you have received them, 
and you will have them. If you have faith, you will have the assurance that God can and God will. If 
He gives you a word, you will thank Him, saying, “God has healed me. He has done it!” Many people 
are confused about this. As a result, their sickness is not healed. They are always hoping to be 
healed. Hope involves the expectation that something will happen in the future, whereas faith knows 
that something has happened already. I can believe that God will heal me, but this healing may take 
place twenty years later, or a hundred years later. But those with a genuine faith will rise up and say, 
“Thank God, He has healed me! Thank God, I have received! Thank God, I am cleansed! Thank God, 
I am well!” When faith is perfected, it does not say merely that God can or will, but that He has 
done. 

God has accomplished it! He has heard your prayer. His word has healed you. He has already 
accomplished it! Believe that you have received it, and you will have it. The faith of many people is a 
faith that believes in what they will receive. As a result, they never receive anything. You should have 
the faith that you have already received. Faith proclaims, “It is done,” not, “It will be done.” 

Consider one simple illustration. Suppose we preach the gospel today, and a person hears the 
gospel, believes, and repents. He says that he has believed. If you ask him, “Have you believed in the 
Lord Jesus?”, he may say, “I have believed.” If you also ask him, “Are you saved?”, he may say, “I will 
be saved.” You know from this answer that something is wrong. Suppose you ask him again whether 
or not he is saved. He may say, “I will surely be saved.” You know that something is still wrong with 
this, and you ask him again, “Are you sure that you will be saved?” He may say, “I will surely be 
saved.” Something is not right. He may say that he will be saved, definitely will be saved, or surely 
will be saved, but something does not sound right. If you ask him, “Do you believe in the Lord Jesus 
and are you saved?”, and he answers, “I am saved!”, then he has struck the right chord. A person is 
saved as soon as he has believed. Faith always relates to the past tense. Faith in being healed is like 
one’s faith in his salvation. He does not believe that he will be healed, shall be healed, or must be 
healed. These are not faith. When a man has faith, he will say, “Thank God I am healed.” 

We must lay hold of these three things: God can, God will, and God has done. Our sickness will leave 
once our faith reaches the stage of “God has done.” 
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