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Second Samuel 9 is a record of David’s showing kindness to Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan. David 
felt obliged to show kindness, for the sake of Jonathan, to any remaining descendant of the house of Saul. 
A servant of the house of Saul, whose name was Ziba, was called to David, and David asked him, “Is there 
yet anyone at all of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to him?” (v. 3a). The servant 
told him that there was still a son of Jonathan, one who was crippled in his feet. When Mephibosheth 
came to David, David told him not to be afraid, for he would surely show kindness to him for the sake of 
Jonathan his father. David went on to tell him that he would restore to him all the land of his father Saul 
and that he would eat food at his table continually (v. 7). (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 208-209)  

Mephibosheth’s grandfather, Saul, was David’s enemy. Many times he persecuted David and wanted to 
put him to death. He was a great enemy of David. When Saul and Jonathan were killed, Mephibosheth’s 
nurse took him and fled quickly. She thought that since both his grandfather and father were dead, David 
might come to avenge and kill Mephibosheth if they did not flee fast. The boy fell on the ground and 
became lame because she was running too fast. Consider for a moment: does this not look like the picture 
of a sinner before God?  

Man has misunderstood our God! Because man has devious thoughts about God, he thinks that God also 
has devious thoughts about him…. Mephibosheth thought, “My grandfather was David’s enemy; 
therefore, David must hate me. I have no love for David; therefore, David must have no love for me.” This 
is the way we also think…. But God is not the same as we. Mephibosheth had no ground to receive grace, 
yet he received it. The same is true with regard to us and God.  

God is also asking, “Is there yet any that is left of Adam, that I may show him grace?” David showed 
Mephibosheth kindness for the sake of Jonathan; God graced the sinners because of His Son Jesus. 
People make a great mistake in thinking that God hates man. They think that man has to do a great deal 
of good before God’s face will be turned to them. Yet they are not sure how much good should be done 
before God will stop His wrath, consider them, and be pleased with them. But Mephibosheth had no 
position at all before David. David did not know Mephibosheth. David only knew Mephibosheth’s father, 
Jonathan. He was gracious to Mephibosheth for Jonathan’s sake. Mephibosheth did not have to do 
anything good before he could receive David’s favor…. He received kindness not because of himself but 
because of another person. This is true for a sinner before God. Many people think, “I must do something 
good before I can please God.” But the Bible tells us that God loves us without a reason. We did not have 
any position before God, and we should not have obtained His grace. But we have our Jonathan, Jesus 
Christ. God has graced us because of Him. We are saved because we have the Lord Jesus before God. 
With the Lord, we can come before God. 

Mephibosheth did not know David’s heart. When he went to David, his heart might have been beating 
fast, and he might have been thinking, “Today I am going to see the king of Judah; maybe he will kill me.” 
When he saw David and heard him call, “Mephibosheth,” he should have known that David had only 
compassion and no bad intention toward him. But with a heart full of fear, he said, “Your servant is 
here” [2 Sam. 9:6]. He might have thought, “Formerly I was a king’s grandson; now I humble myself to be 
a servant. Perhaps by this I will gain David’s favor, and he will not kill me.” I must tell you that no one can 
please God by relying on himself becoming a servant.  

Then David testified of God’s heart. He said to Mephibosheth, “Do not be afraid, for I will surely show 
kindness to you for the sake of Jonathan your father; and I will restore to you all the land of your father 
Saul, and you will eat food at my table continually” (v. 7)…. I do not know how many among us realize 
that God loves us…. If we only knew that God loves us, our lives would be changed greatly. I know the 
kind of heart that He has…. He loves you and wants you to be saved…. Many people say, “God does not 
tell me that He loves me.” But please take a look at the cross, and you will know that He has already loved 
you. You should have received the punishment of the cross, but He made the Lord Jesus suffer it for you 
because He loves you. What is love? Love is not words. The deepest kind of love cannot be expressed in 
words…. Please do not misunderstand God’s heart. Please come to the cross. Jesus has already died for 
you; this should show you what is in God’s heart already. When you see the blood of the Lord Jesus, you 
will know how much God loves you. (CWWN, vol. 18, pp. 279-281, 283-284)  
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2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  10: DAVID, MEPHIBOSHETH, AND THE KINDNESS OF GOD 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 25.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 42 & 43. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Words (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-7). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 10. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 8, Lesson 2 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 10 (V-VII).  
  College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 14 (II-V).  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

05/06/2022 
Lord’s Day 

06/06/2022 
Monday 

07/06/2022 
Tuesday 

08/06/2022 
Wednesday 

09/06/2022 
Thursday 

10/06/2022 
Friday 

11/06/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 14:25-35 15:1-10 15:11-21 15:22-32 16:1-13 16:14-22 16:23-31 

1. Service Meeting for the Whole Church 
  Date/time     : 06/06/2022 (Monday), 7:30 p.m. 
  Meeting ID    : 833 6103 2392 (Passcode 1111) 
  Remark       : Saints are encouraged to join the online service meeting together to cooperate with the  
              Lord so that His will be done on this earth and that His eternal will would be  
              fulfilled. 
 
2.  Youth Gospel Meeting 
  Date/time     : 11/06/2022 (Saturday), 6.00 p.m.  
  Venue        : B200 
  Remarks      : Love feast will be provided before the meeting, youth may invite their gospel friend  

             actively. 
 
3.   Batch 10 Young Adults Training 
  Date         :  31/07/2022-03/09/2022 (Including the below)  

    
   
 
 
 

  Registrants     : Saints aged between 18 to 35 years old 
  Registration Fee : RM400 per pax (Excluding West Malaysia Blending Trip Fee)  
  Deadline      : 10/07/2022 (Lord’s Day) 
  Remarks      : Concerning the details of registration, the registration form can be obtained from the  

             meeting hall office. 
  Contact Person  : Brother Christofer Ling (019-510 5243) 
   
4.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Remarks      : Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
             according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 
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Malaysia Campus Perfecting Training 14/08/2022-26/08/2022 

Malaysia Campus Blending Conference 26/08/2022-28/08/2022 

West Malaysia Blending Trip 28/08/2022-03/09/2022 

Date Hall Area Details 

6 Block A Level 3 (badminton court), 
corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the corridors, clean the toi-
lets, remove bird droppings 

12/06 (LD)  

4 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the base-
ment with water after sweeping 

3 Block B Ground Floor and 1st Floor 
(including main hall, dining area, 
toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider webs 

5 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mezza-
nine), corridors outside main hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs and 
clean the toilets  

2 Block C Ground Floor corridors, gar-
den in front of and behind Block C, 
and Block C  Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, trim 
the flowerbeds and mow the grass etc. 

1 Block A Level 1 corridors, entrance 
staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, arrange the chairs 
and clean the toilets 



 

 

5. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

6. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

7. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY TO LOVE THE LORD 

The house of Simon in Bethany is a miniature of the church life. According to this miniature, the 
church life is composed of cleansed lepers who love the Lord Jesus. Those who love Him, as did 
Simon and as did the woman who anointed Him, take Him as their full replacement. In their heart 
there is no room for the temple. They would not even be distracted by caring for the poor (v. 5). 

Some who were present “were indignant among themselves, saying, Why has this waste of the 
ointment been made? For this ointment could have been sold for over three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor; and they were scolding her” (vv. 4-5). Those who were indignant regarded the 
woman’s love offering to the Lord a waste. Throughout the past nineteen centuries, thousands of 
precious lives, heart treasures, high positions, and golden futures have been “wasted” upon the Lord 
Jesus. To those who love Him in such a way, He is altogether lovely and worthy of their offering. 
What they have poured upon Him is not a waste, but a fragrant testimony of His sweetness. 

According to verses 6 and 7, the Lord Jesus said to those who were scolding the woman, “Let her 
alone; why are you causing her trouble? She has wrought a good work upon Me. For you always have 
the poor with you, and whenever you want you can do them good; but you do not always have Me.” 
The Lord’s word, “You do not always have Me,” indicates that we must love the Lord and seize the 
opportunity to love Him. 

Today many Christians care more for works of charity than for Christ. A charitable concern for the 
poor often replaces Christ. But in Mark 14 the Lord Jesus would not allow the concern for the poor to 
be a replacement of Himself. Here it seems that He does not care for the poor, but cares only for 
Himself. He seems to be saying, “Do not trouble this one who loves Me. She has done a good work on 
Me. If you want to take care of the poor, wait for another time and go to another place. The poor are 
always with you. But this is the unique time for you to take Me as your replacement and to pour out 
everything upon Me.” 

ANOINTING THE LORD FOR BURIAL 

In verse 8 the Lord went on to say, “She has done what she could; she anointed My body beforehand 
for the burial.” She anticipated the need, or took occasion, to anoint the Lord’s body for burial. This 
indicates that she received the revelation of the Lord’s death by the Lord’s words. Hence, she seized 
the opportunity to pour the best she had upon the Lord. To love the Lord with our best requires a 
revelation concerning Him. 

In verse 9 the Lord continues, “And truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached in the whole 
world, that also which she did shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.” In the foregoing verse the 
Lord referred to His burial. The word “burial” implies His death and resurrection for our 
redemption. Hence, the gospel in verse 9 should refer to the gospel of Christ’s death, burial, and 
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:1-4). 

The story of the gospel is that the Lord loved us, and the story of the woman who anointed the Lord 
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11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

12/06/2022 Hall 6 19/06/2022 Hall 1 
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is that she loved Him. We must preach both—the Lord loving us and our loving the Lord. One is for 
our salvation, and the other is for our consecration. 

In foregoing messages we have seen that when the Lord Jesus was on the Mount of Olives with four 
of His disciples, He spoke to them concerning the beginning of birth pangs (13:8). These birth pangs 
are for the delivery of the new man, a delivery that involves a long process. How can this man be 
delivered, be brought forth? We have seen that the new man can be brought forth only through the 
death and resurrection of Christ. Through His death and resurrection He becomes everything in the 
new man. 

After the Lord spoke to His disciples concerning things to come, especially concerning the birth 
pangs, he entered into Simon’s home in Bethany, where a feast had been prepared for Him. While 
He was feasting, a woman who loved Him poured out the best thing she had upon Him. This 
indicates that He was everything to her. The Lord said that this woman had done what she could, 
anointing His body beforehand for burial. 

What the Lord says in verse 8 is crucial, for it indicates that this woman had certainly received the 
Lord’s word concerning His death and resurrection. I do not believe that Peter received this word, 
but she received it. She knew that the One she loved would soon be killed and that she would not 
have another opportunity to anoint Him. Therefore, while He was still present, she seized the 
opportunity to pour out her ointment upon Him. In doing this, she anointed Him for His burial. 

BROUGHT INTO THE DEATH 
AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

No doubt, this woman had been brought into the death of Christ. Burial, of course, is between death 
and resurrection. She poured out her best upon the Lord as her all-inclusive replacement, and she 
did this for His burial. This means that she took His death in order to have the full enjoyment of 
Him. 

If we had only the Gospel of Mark, we would not be able to have an adequate understanding of what 
it means to be brought into the death and resurrection of Christ. In Acts and in Paul’s Epistles we see 
the development of this matter. When we are in Christ’s death and resurrection, we can enjoy Him to 
the uttermost. We can be like the woman in Mark 14, who entered into the Lord’s death and 
resurrection and thereby enjoyed Him as her full replacement. Within her there was no ground for 
anything or anyone other than the Lord. Within her there was no room for Moses or Elijah or the 
temple, and there was no ground for herself. She had been replaced by this lovable One. 

This woman had been fully prepared to take the Lord as her replacement. She had passed through all 
the steps of the process with the Lord. Whereas we may say that Peter was somewhat coarse, she was 
thorough and fine. For this reason, she was certainly brought into the Lord’s death. She realized that 
the Lord would be put to death. But this thought concerning the Lord’s death did not get into Peter. 
Because she took in the Lord’s word regarding His death, she also seized the opportunity to anoint 
Him for burial. By this one step she took the Lord’s death and was working for His burial. This was 
the good work she did upon Him. Then a few days later she was among those who entered into the 
Lord’s resurrection. Hence, she was a forerunner, one of the first to enjoy the resurrected Christ. By 
means of the Lord’s preparation, she entered into His death and resurrection. 

CHRIST AS OUR REPLACEMENT IN THE CHURCH LIFE 

We have seen that in chapter thirteen the Lord was preparing His disciples for His death. He 
continued this preparation in chapter fourteen. The Lord’s preparation began with His unveiling to 
the disciples how God’s economy will produce a new man. The birth of this new man requires the 
suffering of birth pangs. 

In Mark 14 the Lord continued to prepare the disciples by enjoying their love. Entering into a home 
composed of cleansed lepers, He enjoyed the feast and also the anointing. The feast was a matter of 
inner satisfaction, and the anointing was a matter of pouring out upon the Lord something with a 
sweet savor. Therefore, in Simon’s house in Bethany the Lord was both satisfied and anointed. He 
was anointed not by God, but by one of those who loved Him. 

In Simon’s home in Bethany, the Lord was the replacement for everything. Those who loved Him did 
not have anything or anyone apart from Him within them or around them. They had only this 
wonderful Person, who was everything to them. 

We have pointed out that in 14:1-11 we have a miniature of the church life. In particular, we have a 
miniature of the experience of taking Christ as the all-inclusive replacement. Therefore, in the 
church life as depicted by this miniature, we have Christ as our replacement. We in the church life 
are lepers who have been cleansed by Him, and in our hearts there is room only for Him. Within us, 
around us, and with us there is nothing but the Lord. We take Him as everything through His death 
and resurrection. (Life-Study of Mark, Message 42) 
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WORDS (Part 2) 

IV. NO EVIL WORDS 

First Peter 3:9-12 says, “Not rendering evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary blessing one another, because you were called to this, that you might 
inherit blessing. For ‘he who desires to love life and see good days, let him cause his tongue to cease 
from evil and his lips to speak no guile. And let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek 
peace and pursue it; for the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears incline to their petition; 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’” 

Another kind of words which should never come out of a Christian’s mouth is evil words. What are evil 
words? Evil words are words of reviling, words of cursing. A child of God cannot render evil for evil or 
reviling for reviling. 

A. Learning to 
Speak Words of Blessing 

Many people think that they have the right to speak a certain way because others have spoken the 
same way. Today the world argues about who said what first, but the Lord is concerned about whether 
or not one has spoken at all. We may ask, “Since others have already said this, can I not say it as well?”, 
but please bear in mind that we cannot render evil for evil or reviling for reviling. It is not a matter of 
who spoke first, but a matter of whether or not you spoke at all. 

A new believer must learn to speak words of blessing from the very beginning. Do not allow reviling or 
cursing to come out of your mouth. 

B. Controlling One’s Temper 

Furthermore, a person must control his temper. He must control his temper before he can control his 
words before God. A person’s words are not controlled if his temper is not controlled. Many evil words 
come out of a person’s mouth because his temper is not controlled. If God’s children are not exercised, 
reviling and filthy words will come out of their mouths. Many people do not know how to control their 
temper, and their mouths are full of reviling words. On the one hand, these words do not glorify God. 
On the other hand, they deprive a person of any blessing from God. 

V. BEING RESTRICTED IN WORDS 

Now we come to the fifth point. We need to know what we should pay attention to in our speaking. 
James 3 specifically deals with our words. Let us read verses 1 through 12. We need to find out how 
God’s children should speak. 

A. Not Becoming Many Teachers 

Verse 1 says, “Do not become many teachers, my brothers.” Why? “Knowing that we will receive 
greater judgment.” The most outstanding characteristic of those who are undisciplined in their words 
is their desire to be teachers. Wherever they go, they like to teach. Wherever they are, they have 
something to say. They want to be teachers of others under any circumstance. They can give their 
lectures free of charge. Many people like to be teachers and counselors. When they are among others, 
they always have a great deal to say. Do you see the problem here? A Christian must not only stop 
lying, gossiping, and speaking evil words. He should not even be wordy at all. No matter what kind of 
words he speaks, he is wrong as long as he speaks too much. As soon as a man speaks too much, he 
loses all of his blessing before the Lord. 

B. The Mark of Self-control Being Seen 
in One’s Words 

Verse 2 says, “For in many things we all stumble. If anyone does not stumble in word, this one is a 
perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.” Whether or not a person can bridle himself 
depends on whether he can bridle his words. Whether or not a person has self-control—a fruit of the 
Spirit—depends on whether he can bridle his words. Many brothers and sisters misunderstand the 
Bible. They think that self-control is moderation. Please keep in mind that self-control is self-control. 
The teaching of moderation has nothing to do with us. Christians should exercise self-control, which 
means that they should control themselves. 

Self-control is a fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5 shows us what the fruit of the Spirit is, while James tells 
us what the mark of the fruit of the Spirit is. James says a person who is able to bridle his whole body 
is surely able to bridle his words. Those who are loose in their words are loose in their living. Those 
who speak foolishly conduct themselves foolishly. A person who is indiscreet with words is surely 
indiscreet in everything he does. A person who has many words is bound to be a careless person before 
God. Whether or not a person can bridle his whole body depends on whether he can bridle his mouth. I 
hope that from now on all the new believers will learn to bridle their words before God. 
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Many brothers and sisters pray for God to deal with them and to grant them mercy. I will say a word to 
them: If God can deal with your speaking, He can deal with you. There are many people whose speaking 
constitutes the very life of their being. Their speaking represents their strength, the very hollow of their 
thigh. If God can deal with their speaking, He can deal with their whole being. Many people have not 
been defeated by God in their speaking. As a result, their very being has not been defeated by God. If a 
man has no self-control over himself, he may act in certain ways. But once others talk to him for half an 
hour, they realize the kind of person he is. As soon as a man opens his mouth, his very being is exposed. 
Nothing exposes a person more than his words. As soon as a man speaks, his very being is fully exposed. 
If you want to see whether a man can control himself, simply ask if he can control his speaking. 

C. The Smallest Affecting the Greatest 

Verse 3 takes a bridle for an illustration, while verse 4 takes a rudder for an illustration. The tongue is 
like a bridle. It is also like a rudder. It is the smallest thing, yet it can exert the greatest influence. Verse 5 
says the smallest fire can ignite a great forest. Verse 6 says, “And the tongue is a fire; the very world of 
unrighteousness, the tongue is set among our members as that which contaminates the whole body and 
sets on fire the course of life and is set on fire by Gehenna.” Verse 3 speaks of a bridle. Verse 4 speaks of 
a rudder. Verse 5 says that the tongue is a little member that boasts great things. Verse 6 shows us that 
the tongue is a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is a world of its own, a world of unrighteousness. 
Many people are redeemed; they have experienced God’s mercy, yet their tongues have never been 
bridled. Everywhere they go, they ignite the fire of Gehenna with this world of unrighteousness. 

This is a strong word: The tongue can set on fire the wheel of nature (v. 6, ASV). Life is like a wheel; it is 
turning all the time. The tongue is like a fire that can set the wheel of life on fire. This means that it can 
stir up all kinds of fleshly activities. Man’s wrath, flesh, temper, and anger can all be ignited by the 
tongue. The tongue can ignite the fire of Gehenna. Many troubles flare up through words by God’s 
children. That is truly something from Gehenna. The tongue is an igniting fire and is a world of 
unrighteousness. 

We must learn to diminish our words. The less words we speak, the better we are. There is transgression 
in the multitude of words. Proverbs advises us to have few words. Only fools are profuse in words. The 
more foolish a person is, the more words he has. The more lessons a person has learned before God, the 
more steadfast he is and the fewer words he has. 

D. The Tongue Being a Restless Evil 

James 3:7 says that every living thing can be tamed, while verse 8 says that no man can tame the tongue. 
It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. The tongue cannot be tamed by man. It is full of deadly poison. 
It is an untamed evil, “a restless evil.” There are evils that can be tamed, but the evil of the tongue cannot 
be tamed. How foolish it is to loosen one’s tongue! If a man relaxes his tongue, he is a very foolish man 
indeed. 

E. A Spring Cannot Gush Out Two Types of Water 

What follows is clear and obvious. One cannot bless God with his tongue and use the same tongue to 
curse the man created by God. He cannot bless on the one hand and curse on the other hand. A spring 
cannot gush out two types of water. A fig tree cannot produce olives, nor can a vine produce figs. Salt 
water cannot produce sweet water. The fruit reveals the tree. The water reveals the spring. A person 
whom God uses surely produces sweet water; there should not be any bitter taste to his words. 

God’s way of salvation today is to install a new spring and a new tree in us. If I am a fig tree, I will surely 
not produce olives. If I am a vine, I will surely not produce figs. If God gives me something new, if He 
places a new life in me, surely I will produce sweet water. 

VI. PAYING ATTENTION TO LISTENING 

In addressing the matter of speaking, we must not neglect the matter of listening. 

A. Resisting an Itching Ear 

Let me speak a frank word to all of you. Many improper words in the church would disappear if all the 
brothers and sisters learned the lesson of listening. The church has so many improper words because 
there are many brothers and sisters who want to listen to them. There is the demand; therefore, there is 
the supply. There are so many defiling words, criticisms, evil speakings, slanders, double-tongued 
speakings, because many people want to hear them. Man’s heart is deceitful, wicked, and defiled. 
Because the heart wants to hear these words, someone is always ready to speak them. 

If God’s children know the kinds of words they can and cannot speak, they will know the kinds of words 
they can and cannot hear. One brother put it aptly when he said, “Many people’s ears are like trash 
cans.” Does anyone ever dump trash into a rice pot? No one would do such a thing. If you accept all 
kinds of lecherous words and do not consider them harmful, clearly you are a trash can; that is the kind 
of person you are. Only a certain kind of person will listen to certain kinds of words. 

We must learn to listen to healthy words. We should not be led away by those who spread rumors and 
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improper words. We must say, “I do not want to listen to these things.” Many sins will cease and many 
brothers will be edified if you do this. There is a lust among us for unhealthy words. This is why these 
words multiply. People find these words tasteful. We must be delivered from these things. If a person is 
saying something improper to you, perhaps you should walk away quietly and leave the speaker to 
himself. This will kill his interest in you the next time. Alternatively, we also can testify to him saying, 
“As Christians we should not speak such words.” This will stop any further speaking. We may even say 
something stronger, such as, “Brother! What do you think I am? I am not a trash can. Please do not 
dump all this trash on me.” 

Many problems in the church are like Gehenna fire; they need to be quenched as soon as they catch fire. 
We must not allow them to spread. Many troubles related to words are actually troubles related to 
listening. The speaker, of course, bears a greater part of the responsibility. But the listener also bears a 
small part of the responsibility. The listener must learn before God to reject this lust for words. Man has 
a lust for words; he has a lust to know everything. If we can reject this lust, we will quench much fire 
from Gehenna. We should say, “I am sorry. I am a Christian, and I cannot take such words.” We will cut 
short the words of others. If we keep on listening, hoping to learn a little more and to probe a little more, 
we are fanning the flame, not extinguishing it. Many idle, evil, and deceptive words are prompted by the 
interest of the listeners. 

B. “Like a Deaf Man” 

Psalm 38:13-14 says, “But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; / And I am like a dumb man, who does not 
open his mouth. / Indeed I am like a man who does not hear / And in whose mouth there are no 
reproofs.” Many people indeed need to be as a deaf man who does not hear. When others speak 
unbecoming things, you should act like a deaf man who does not hear anything. You should simply say, 
“I cannot hear.” If you want to be a little stronger, you can testify something to him. If you want to be 
stronger still, you can rebuke him, saying, “Brother! What do you think I am? Why do you dump so many 
words on me?” You can also give a word of testimony: “I think a Christian should not say such things. 
Such words should not come out of a Christian’s mouth.” You may also say, “Brother! Wait a minute 
before you continue to speak. I am leaving.” If you are a deaf man, you will be blessed. Many times you 
have to act like a deaf man who does not hear anything. You must also learn to be like the dumb who 
cannot speak anything. Words are a great temptation, and you must learn to overcome them. 

In Isaiah 42, which is altogether a prophecy concerning the Lord Jesus, verse 19 says, “Who is blind 
except My servant, / And as deaf as My messenger, whom I will send? / Who is as blind as the one at 
peace with Me, / And as blind as the servant of Jehovah?” When the Lord was on the earth, there were 
many words He would not listen to. 

Please remember that the less filth and gossip we hear, the less trouble we will have. We have enough 
troubles, problems, and filth within ourselves already. If we add more to them, we will not be able to go 
on at all. A new believer must learn from the beginning to reject the temptation of listening. We must be 
deaf like the Lord Jesus was. Who is deaf like our Lord? The way of our Lord is most upright. This is why 
He is not bound by anything. 

C. Making a Conscious Effort to Learn 

New believers must be taught in the matter of speaking. They must be taught the way to speak, and they 
also must be taught the way to listen. They must learn to fear God in the matter of speaking. This is a 
great matter, and it is a definite threshold which one has to cross definitely. 

This lesson does not come without a price. We need to spend much time to develop the habit of speaking 
accurately. I do not believe a new believer in the Lord can overcome in this matter in a short time. I have 
found out that accurate words are more difficult to come by than many other things. If we allow a little 
carelessness to come in, we will find mistakes in our words and motives. Lying is one example of this. 
Speaking inaccurate words is a form of lying, and so is any attempt to mislead others. Sometimes a 
person may say the right thing with the intention of misleading others. This is lying as well. A new 
believer must pay attention to this matter and must exercise considerable effort to deal with it from the 
very beginning. 

Psalm 141:3 says, “Set a watch, O Jehovah, before my mouth; / Keep the door of my lips.” We need to 
have such a prayer. We need to say, “Set a watch over my tongue so that I will not speak rashly.” Perhaps 
some will need to pray, “Set a watch over my ears so that I will not listen carelessly.” If we do this, the 
church will be spared many troubles and we will advance in a proper way. 

One thing surprises me greatly. Many brothers are bold to speak carelessly, and many people listen to 
them with no sense of fear at all. This is a great sickness among us! Clearly this is a grave malady! 
Whenever we lend our ears to improper words, we are sick! It is a serious sickness for anyone to accept 
words without reservation or discretion! We must learn to reject filthy fruit. Any kind of poison will 
spread among God’s children and will bring in ungodliness, rebellion, and looseness. May God be 
gracious to us and have mercy on us so that we would learn to speak in a proper way from the very 
beginning. May we learn to run the straight race before us! 
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