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In 2 Samuel 7:12 your seed…refers, literally, to Solomon, David’s son, who built the temple as God’s 
dwelling place in the Old Testament (1 Kings 5:5; 8:15-20; 1 Chron. 22:9-10; 28:6). However, according to 
Hebrews 1:5b, which quotes verse 14a of 2 Samuel 7, David’s seed is actually Christ as God’s firstborn Son 
(Heb. 1:5a, 6), who has both divinity and humanity and is typified here by Solomon. (2 Sam. 7:12, 
footnote 1)  

The word concerning “your seed” in 2 Samuel 7:12 and “My son” in verse 14 implies that the seed of 
David would become the Son of God, that is, that a human seed would become a divine Son. This word 
corresponds with Paul’s word in Romans 1:3-4 concerning Christ as the seed of David being designated 
the Son of God in His humanity in resurrection….God Himself, the divine One, became a human seed, the 
seed of a man, David. This seed was Jesus, the God-man, Jehovah the Savior (Matt. 1:18-21; 2 Tim. 2:8), 
who was the Son of God by virtue of His divinity alone (Luke 1:35). Through His resurrection He as the 
human seed became the Son of God in His humanity as well. (2 Sam. 7:14, footnote 1)  

In His divinity, Christ is the Root, the source, of David; in His humanity, Christ is the Offspring, the issue, 
of David. Hence, He is the Lord as the Root of David, and He is also the son, the shoot, of David as the 
Offspring of David (Matt. 22:42-45; Rom. 1:3; Jer. 23:5)....This reveals the two natures of the Lord Jesus. 
Therefore, in Revelation 22:16 Christ Himself acknowledged that He is man as well as God. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4447)  

[In Acts 13 after] pointing out that the resurrected Christ was seen “by those who had come up with Him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people” (v. 31), Paul went on to say, “We 
announce to you the gospel of the promise made to the fathers, that God has fully fulfilled this promise to 
us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; this day 
have I begotten You.’” Resurrection was a birth to the man Jesus. He was begotten by God in His 
resurrection to be the firstborn Son of God among many brothers (Rom. 8:29). He was the only begotten 
Son of God from eternity (John 1:18; 3:16). After incarnation, through resurrection, He was begotten by 
God in His  humanity to be God’s firstborn Son…. Paul was able to see the Lord’s resurrection in [Psalm 
2:7b]:…”Today I have begotten You.” 

Paul applied the word today to the day of the Lord’s resurrection. This means that Christ’s resurrection 
was His birth as the firstborn Son of God….The Lord Jesus has had two births. First, He was born of Mary 
to be the Son of Man. Then thirty-three and a half years later He was crucified, buried, and raised from 
among the dead. Through resurrection He had a second birth, for as a man He was born in His 
resurrection to be the Son of God. Therefore, in His first birth He was born of Mary to be the Son of Man, 
and in His second birth He was born in resurrection to be the Son of God.  

According to the New Testament, He is the Son of God in two aspects. First, He was God’s only begotten 
Son; second, He is now God’s firstborn Son. The words only begotten indicate that God has only one 
Son…. Eternally speaking, Christ was the only begotten Son of God [John 1:18, 3:16]. This was His eternal 
status. But through resurrection He, as a man, was born to be the firstborn Son of God. The word 
firstborn [cf. Heb. 1:6] indicates that God now has many sons (2:10). We who believe in Christ are the 
many sons of God and the many brothers of the Lord, the many brothers of the firstborn Son of God 
(Rom. 8:29). (Life-study of Acts, pp. 318-320) 

We need to realize that the date of our regeneration was the date of Christ’s resurrection. When Christ 
was resurrected from the dead, we, all the believers, were resurrected with Him (1 Pet. 1:3). Through His 
resurrection He was born to be God’s firstborn Son, and at the same time all His believers were born to be 
the many sons of God…. Now God has many sons with both divinity and humanity. But among these 
many sons, only the Firstborn is His only begotten Son. This only begotten Son of God, in His resurrected 
humanity, is also the firstborn Son of God. As the firstborn Son of God, He has both divinity and 
humanity, and we His believers as God’s many sons also possess both the human nature and the divine 
nature (2 Pet. 1:4). Now day by day we are being conformed to the image of God’s firstborn Son (Rom. 
8:29). (CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Secret of Experiencing Christ,” p. 472)  
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2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  8: THE SEED OF DAVID BECOMING THE SON OF GOD   



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 23.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 38 & 39. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Recreation (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 4-7). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 8. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 18 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 10 (I-III).  
  College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 13.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

22/05/2022 
Lord’s Day 

23/05/2022 
Monday 

24/05/2022 
Tuesday 

25/05/2022 
Wednesday 

26/05/2022 
Thursday 

27/05/2022 
Friday 

28/05/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 11:14-26 11:27-36 11:37-54 12:1-12 12:13-21 12:22-34 12:35-48 

1.   BM Conference 
  Date         :  17/06/2022-19/06/2022 (Friday - Lord’s Day)  Platform : ZOOM 
  Registration Fee : RM30 per pax                     Deadline : 23/05/2022 (Monday) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Remarks      :  Registration and collection of fees is through each district (particulars required  

             include name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees collected  
             are to be remitted to the church bank account. Please state on the remittance receipt  
             “BMJUN” and your respective district  (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 
2.  New Date for July 2022 Semiannual Training 

  Remarks      : The date for pre-training session will be rescheduled on 24/07/2022 (Lord’s Day  
             evening) 8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Attendance is compulsory for the registrants. 

 
3. Announcement from the Treasury 

  The serving brothers in each district are requested in love to hand over the offering received to the serving 
 ones in the Treasury Room on every Tuesday from 1:00-1:30 p.m.  

4.  Financial Report 

 

 

 

5. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 

2 

Date Session Time 

17/06/2022 (Fri) Session 1 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

18/06/2022 (Sat)  

Session 2 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Session 3 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Session 4 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

19/06/2022 (LD)   
Session 5 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Session 6 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Date Time 

27/07-28/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 30/07-31/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Date Time 

03/08-04/08/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 06/08-07/08/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Month B/F (RM) Offering Received (RM) Expenses (RM) Balance (RM) 

April (2022) 474,825.09 105,388.80 59,319.69 520,894.20 



 

 

 

4. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

5. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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THE PRAYER THAT COOPERATES WITH GOD 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 62:6; Ezekiel 36:37; Philemon 14 

The Principle of God’s Work 

God works along certain lines and according to certain principles. He does not do things haphazardly 
or carelessly. He would rather not work than have work that is done contrary to His principle. If we 
want to receive His blessings, we have to fulfill the conditions for Him to bless. 

God transcends all principles and rules. Yet He likes to lay down principles for His work so that both 
He and man would abide by these ordained principles. God’s principle is God’s will. 

God never works by Himself. He always puts His desire in His children’s heart so that they would 
pray for it. Mr. Evan Roberts said that the order of all God’s works is: 

(1) God has a desire. 

(2) Through the Holy Spirit, He puts this desire within His children’s hearts. 

(3) God’s children turn this desire back to God through prayer. 

(4) God accomplishes this desire. 

The whole thing begins with God’s desire. Through the Holy Spirit, God puts this desire in the hearts 
of His children so that they will know what is His heart’s desire. His children then turn this desire 
into prayer and send it back to God. As a result, He works to accomplish that which is according to 
His desire. 

Ezekiel 36:37 says, “Thus says the Lord Jehovah, Moreover for this I will be inquired of by the house 
of Israel to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock.” 

(1) God ordained that the number in the house of Israel be increased. This is God’s decision and what 
He will do. It is the first point and also the fourth point mentioned earlier. 

(2) But God still has to be inquired of by the house of Israel. Although God made the decision to 
increase the number of the house of Israel, He could only accomplish it after He had been inquired of 
by the house of Israel. This is the principle of God’s work. God only has His will; He does not work. 
He must wait until His children inquire of Him and then He will work. God is not trying to hold back 
on any of His work. He is waiting for His children to inquire of Him before He will work. He is 
willing to put Himself under the authority of and be limited by His children’s prayer. If they do not 
pray, He cannot work. For over twenty-five hundred years, God has not increased the number of the 
house of Israel because no one has inquired this of Him. 

Isaiah 62:6 says, “Upon Your walls, O Jerusalem, / I have appointed watchmen; / All day and all 
night / They will never keep silent. / You who remind Jehovah, / Do not be dumb.” 

(1) God has ordained that Jerusalem would be a praise in the earth. This is God’s desire. 

(2) For this He has set watchmen to cry out to Him. He told them not to hold their peace and to give 
Him no rest. We should pray continually and not rest until God accomplishes what He has ordained. 
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6—3 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

29/05/2022 Hall 3 05/06/2022 Hall 4 
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The carrying out of God’s will is fully determined by our prayer. 

Philemon 14 says, “But without your mind I did not want to do anything, that your goodness would 
not be as of necessity, but voluntary.” 

Paul represents God, and Philemon represents us. Paul would not do anything without knowing 
Philemon’s mind. God will not do anything without knowing our mind. His will is limited by us. 

Prayer Being the Tracks of God’s Will 

Mr. Gordon Watt once said that God’s will is like a locomotive, while our prayers are like the tracks. 
The locomotive is powerful, but it can only run on the tracks. God’s will is powerful, but it needs our 
prayer as the tracks before His will can be done. God would not work alone; He has to wait for His 
children’s will to agree with His will before He will work. There are three wills in the universe: God’s 
will, man’s will, and Satan’s will. God does not remove Satan’s will by Himself. He desires that man’s 
will become one with His will, to deal with Satan’s will. A spiritual prayer is an utterance of God’s 
will. How useless is a prayer that merely utters one’s own will! Our prayer cannot change God’s will; 
it merely expresses His will. God is the initiator of everything; we are merely the channel through 
which His will can flow. God ordains, and we obey. He initiates, and we agree in prayer. We cannot 
force God to do what He does not want to do, but we can stop Him from doing what He does want to 
do. When God’s will is turned into our prayer, He will begin working. Every revival comes from 
prayer. Our prayer cannot change God’s will; it only speaks out His will. No one can direct God’s will, 
and no one can make Him do what He does not want to do. However, what He does want to do can 
be limited by man’s prayer. Although Pentecost was prophesied by God in the book of Joel, there had 
to be the prayer of the one hundred and twenty before He could accomplish this. God’s will reaches 
only as far as our prayers have reached. Therefore, the more thorough our prayers are, the more the 
will of God will be accomplished, and Satan’s deceptions will not be able to come in. We should cast a 
net of prayer “by means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time” (Eph. 6:18), so that God’s 
will can prevail in all areas, and Satan will not find one crack through which to come in. In our 
prayer we should pay attention to three things: (1) to whom we are praying, (2) for whom we are 
praying, and (3) against whom we are praying. All our prayers should fulfill God’s will, afford others 
a profit, and inflict Satan with a loss. (Afternoon, January 23) (God’s Overcomers, Chapter 1) 

RECREATION (Part 2) 

E. Recreation Meeting One’s Need 

Fifth, our recreation must meet our need. We have a certain 
recreation because we have a certain need. We should not have any recreation without having the 
need for it. Many brothers are so busy that they think they have no need for recreation. Other 
brothers have nothing to do all day long, and they think about recreation all the time. Those who 
have a genuine need for diversion do not feel the need for it, while those who do not need diversion 
think that they have a need for it. We do not need to tell everyone about the need for diversion. We 
do not like to grant license to God’s children. We do not want to give a blanket endorsement for any 
kind of recreation. What we want to tell God’s children is to judge for themselves whether they have 
such a need. The principle is always to live for the Lord and to recognize that all our time is His. 

Life is measured by time. Life is not time itself, but it is measured by time. A man cannot waste his 
time on everything and then find that he has no more time for God. To waste an hour of time is to 
waste an hour of one’s life. To waste two hours of time is to waste two hours of one’s life. If you take 
an hour for recreation, that hour must eventually be of benefit to you in your work. If there is not the 
need for this hour, the recreation is a waste of your time. To waste your time is to waste your life. If 
we can spend an hour more for the Lord, we can reap one more hour of results. If we spend an hour 
on recreation, and this recreation can enhance our work, it is an investment, not a waste. 

Hence, diversion is based on need. It can also be based on the advice of elderly brothers or the 
instruction of doctors. Sometimes an elderly brother may advise you to take some diversion because 
he can sense a buildup of tension within you. At other times a doctor may advise you against certain 
activities and warn you of dire consequences. Recreation is to take care of need, not for the sake of 
play. I have my own kinds of recreation. I participate in recreation not for the sake of recreation, but 
for the sake of enhancing my work. A busy person may need recreation, or he may not need it. The 
general rule is that recreation is for those who have the need for it. Those who do not need it are not 
obligated to have it. 

We realize that young people need recreation. We can see the need for our teen-agers to have 
recreation. Some parents do not have such a need, so they think that their children have no such 
need. However, depriving children of recreational activity will drive them down the road to evil. We 
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have to recognize their need even though we may not be altogether certain of our own need. The 
principle is that recreation is for those who need it; those who do not need it can live without it. 

F. Recreation Matching One’s Fitness 

Sixth, all recreation must match a person’s fitness. The first consideration in recreation is physical 
fitness. Everyone must remember this while engaging in recreation. We expect our body to reap 
profit, not suffer loss through our recreation. If our body suffers through our recreation, we are 
violating the principle of recreation. We are here to improve our body. If a certain kind of recreation 
damages our body, something is wrong with that recreation. Suppose a man is sick with tuberculosis. 
If he wants to have any recreation at all, his recreation must not bring his health down. A sister who 
has a heart disease may need some recreation at times, but her recreation must serve to relieve her 
fatigue rather than to aggravate her heart disease. 

When I was young, I had a friend who was a very evil person. After he believed in the Lord, he turned 
and became a wonderful person. Before his conversion, he loved basketball. After he was saved, he 
felt a little guilty about playing it. He decided to play it one more time and then quit. After that last 
game, he vomited blood and died. This was not recreation. It did not match his physical fitness at all. 
He thought that he could preach the gospel after he had enjoyed his game. He did not expect that he 
would die after that game. What a waste that was! 

I hope we will realize that our body is the Lord’s. Our diversion is for the Lord. Our not having a 
diversion is also for the Lord. We do not do anything for ourselves. If we engage in some kind of 
diversion, we must remember that it is for the Lord. Also, if we forfeit diversion, we must remember 
that we are doing it for the Lord. Whether or not one has diversion, the principle is to not do harm to 
the body. It is always unwise to harm the body. It is not only wrong to harm our body with improper 
activities, but also wrong to harm our body with proper activities. The bodies of God’s children do 
not belong to them. In any kind of diversion, we must ask ourselves whether or not it will profit our 
body. Do it only if it is profitable. Do not do it just because you like to do it. Suppose a sister has a 
heart disease. If she sees a brother playing ball in the field and wants to join him, she may end up 
with more trouble. It is not wrong for the brother to be in the ball game, but it is wrong for the sister 
who has the heart disease to be in the game. We hope that God’s children will pay attention to this 
matter. Everything we do should be done for the service of the Lord. Even if we have a little diversion 
today, our goal in having it should be to better serve the Lord. 

I do not want to see believers dying at a young age. I have always hoped that there would be more 
elderly brothers and sisters in the church. Please remember that being elderly in the world is 
different from being elderly in the church. In the world, the older one becomes, the more senile he 
becomes. The younger ones are the more progressive ones. However, in the church the older one 
becomes, the more advanced he becomes. In the world the younger ones cannot move forward unless 
the older ones die first, because the older ones are always a hindrance to the younger ones. However, 
it does not happen this way in the church. The older one becomes, the fresher he becomes, and the 
higher and deeper are the things he touches. A church is poor and defeated if it does not have any 
elderly brothers and sisters. I do not like to see brothers and sisters in the church passing away at a 
young age through the neglect of their own body. Instead of becoming a supply to the church, the 
lessons that the Lord has given them are wasted. The church should not incur such a loss. It cannot 
afford such a loss. 

When we have sports and games, we cannot strive to break records as if we were athletes. 
Professional athletes are not motivated by the games themselves but by the desire to break records. 
We must play it as a game and play it to the benefit our body. 

G. Choosing the Recreation 
That Matches One’s Disposition 

Seventh, recreation has to do not only with physical fitness but also with one’s disposition. When a 
person is doing what he likes to do, he tends to be more mentally relaxed and psychologically happy. 
Doing something that you do not enjoy doing is a labor; it is not a recreation. Some sisters love 
flowers. If you ask them to water flowers for half an hour, they show no sign of fatigue, even though 
the same task may tire others out. Before they do it, they may be quite tense, but after they work, 
they feel relaxed. However, if you ask a person who has an aversion for flowers and who hates 
gardening to water for half an hour, this will be a burden. Therefore, recreation is related to 
disposition as well. In choosing a certain form of recreation, you must choose the kind of activity that 
will relax your nerves and calm your mind, like the examples we have just mentioned. Everyone has 
some kind of recreation that suits him. Gardening is a recreation to some; to others, it is not. Some 
like dogs and cats, while others are nervous and fearful when they are around them. We must find 
something we like. These things will enhance our work. 

Asking me to go to the sea would not be recreational to me, but a river does provide recreation to me. 

5 



 

 

Some brothers are different. The stronger the waves, the better it is for them. They are happy to see a 
boat tossing back and forth in the sea. These are things they like, and they are happy when they do 
them. Such activities refresh their minds. This has to do with disposition. You must choose the kind 
of recreation that matches your disposition so that it will restore your physical strength. If you 
choose something which goes against your disposition, you will feel tired and will not want to 
continue with it. 

H. Taking Note Not to Stumble Others 

Eighth, as Christians, we must be an example to others in all things. We do not want to be a 
stumbling block to others even in the matter of recreation. We live for the Lord as well as for the 
brothers; we do not live for ourselves. We must not care just for ourselves and neglect others. Do not 
complain saying, “Why must they look at me?” Who will they look at if they do not look at you? Of 
course, they will look at you. If a city is built on a hill, who will not see it? Of course, others will see it. 
No matter what our conviction is, we must take care of our influence on the young brothers when 
they see us doing what we are doing. We must ask whether the things we do will stumble others. We 
are children of God; we have believed in the Lord. We must have sensitive feelings. We must realize 
that we are responsible to God as well as to many young brothers and sisters. 

It does not pose a problem if someone thinks that he can eat meat, but if his eating stumbles a 
brother, he should not eat. It is not wrong for him to eat meat, but it is wrong if his eating stumbles 
others. In the same way, it is not wrong to have recreation, but it is wrong to stumble the brothers. 

We must consider what the weak ones will think about the many things that we do. I do not want to 
be a stumbling block to the weak ones. The Lord did not say that we should not be a stumbling block 
to the strong. Rather, He said we should not be a stumbling block to the weak. There are many whose 
conscience is weak. They think that they should not go to the temple. In order to take care of the 
weak conscience of the brother, I will not go to the temple, even though I know that idols are 
nothing. In the light of this principle, we should not engage in any recreation that will stumble a 
brother. 

What should you do if you are peaceful in your conscience about something, but someone else is not? 
You must take care of more than the peace in your conscience. You must remember that someone 
else’s conscience will be bothered by your action. You must refrain from the things that stumble him. 
It is not enough to say that you will not be stumbled. Remember that others may be stumbled. It is 
not enough to say that your conscience is at peace; you must remember that someone else’s 
conscience may not be at peace. Do not say, “This will not lead me to sin.” Remember that others 
could sin because of this. You may not have any problem with this matter, but others may have a 
problem with it. What should you do? We have to turn away from many kinds of recreation for the 
sake of the brothers. 

We must see that many things are lawful but not all things are expedient. Therefore, we must be very 
careful with our conduct, the more careful the better. We must always learn to take the proper way. 
We must learn to walk carefully. We allow our brothers and sisters to have some recreation. 
Recreation is permissible, but sometimes this recreation may stumble others. If this happens, it is 
better not to do such things at all. We must be careful especially with those who easily come under 
bondage. Some are easily affected; they easily come under bondage. We must be careful with them. 
Many people fall easily. If we are a little careless with them, they will fall. This is why we must pay 
attention to this matter. 

I. Not Doing What the Gentiles 
Consider to Be Improper 

Ninth, we should not take up any recreation that is improper in the eyes of the Gentiles. This does 
not mean that we can do anything that the Gentiles consider to be proper. These are the two 
principles in dealing with the Gentiles. We may not necessarily do what they approve of, but we 
certainly will not do anything that they do not approve of. Are you clear? There are many kinds of 
entertainment which the Gentiles approve of, but we cannot be involved in them. They approve of 
movie-going, gambling, and dancing. These are their basic kinds of entertainment, but we do not 
approve of them. Of course, we would never do any of the things which the Gentiles themselves 
disapprove of. 

It is not worthwhile for us to argue with people about our recreation. Some people in certain places 
think that ball games are not permissible. Our testimony is for the Lord, not for a ball game. Our 
preaching does not testify of a ball game. It is not necessary for us to bear witness for a ball game. 
Our standard must not be lower than the Gentiles’ standard. Unbelievers in some places may think 
that chess is improper. In principle, both the game of chess and the game of “Go” (a board game) are 
proper, but these things are not our testimony. We do not need to waste our time giving a sermon on 
chess. We can play it, and we can give it up. Our testimony is for the Lord, not for upholding these 
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minor things. Do not argue with the unbelievers over these minor things. We may do many of the 
things which they approve of, and we will not do any of the things they do not approve of. 

For example, in certain places fishing may be considered improper. We must accept their view and 
stop fishing. Our testimony is Christ, not fishing. We have sacrificed everything for the Lord. What is 
this little recreation to us? We must not give anyone any uneasy feeling because of our recreation. 
Wherever we are, we should not do what others consider to be wrong. Our standard must not be 
lower than the Gentiles’ standard, especially when it comes to the matter of recreation. 

It is foolish for some to argue with others over their recreation. I know of Western missionaries who 
had bad relationships with the natives just because they wanted to have their own kind of recreation. 
It is foolish to damage the Lord’s work for the sake of a little recreation. We must pay attention to the 
major issues and be liberal about the other matters. Some brothers have to work among the 
Muslims, who do not eat pork. When they are among them, they may want to eat pork openly 
because they think that it is all right for Christians to eat pork. But pork is forbidden in that place. If 
they eat pork, they will not be able to work among the people at all. In order to take care of the work, 
we must not come into conflict with others over these small matters. 

Today some may want to go to the province of Sikang. Fishing is unheard of in Sikang. The people 
there have never fished in their whole lives. It is wrong for you to insist on fishing and thus develop 
friction with the local brothers. Some British missionaries went to India and irritated the Indians 
over matters of recreation. It is not worthwhile to do this. 

I have laid these nine principles before you. We must deal with them carefully. The usual kinds of 
entertainment that the Gentiles commonly speak of are out of the question here. These kinds of 
recreation include three main categories: dancing, gambling, and movie-going. They are entirely out 
of the question for us. We are burdened to only present these nine principles on the positive side. We 
must not sacrifice these nine principles. 

IV. PROPER RECREATION 
NOT AFFECTING SPIRITUALITY 

A. Hopkins’s Rabbits and Small Prints 

Finally, let me tell you a simple story. The Keswick Convention is a big gathering in England, a 
somewhat international conference. Every year approximately five or six thousand people from all 
over the world gather there for a week. I think that God has greatly used these conferences. Andrew 
Murray and F. B. Meyer, both of whom had a deep knowledge of the Lord, have been among the 
speakers at these conferences. During this period of time, Stock Meyer was in Germany, Melton was 
in France, Andrew Murray was in Holland, and Evan Hopkins was in England. Hopkins was known 
as the Theologian of Keswick. He was the first person to see the truth of the believers’ crucifixion 
with Christ. He was the husband of Hannah Whitall Smith, the author of The Christian’s Secret of a 
Happy Life. Mrs. Penn-Lewis would not have been able to propagate the truth of crucifixion with 
Christ without the help of Hopkins, because Britain could not quite accept a female preaching. 
Hopkins was a very proper person before the Lord. Yet he had a hobby; he loved to draw whenever 
he was free. At first he drew serious subjects. Later when he had a granddaughter, he began to draw 
rabbits for her. When he came back from giving a sermon, he would draw rabbits for his 
granddaughter. During his lifetime, he drew thousands of rabbits. Later some publishers put out a 
book on Hopkins’s rabbits. Hopkins was an intelligent man. He made the face of every rabbit look 
different. He also liked to print fine calligraphy. He wrote the whole of the Lord’s prayer on a shilling 
note. I am not saying that you should imitate him. I am merely saying this to show you that 
recreation does not affect one’s spirituality. On the contrary, one touches the human element of a 
person through his hobbies. Please remember that God’s servants are not staid people; that is 
Catholicism, not Christianity. Christians are plain, simple, and natural people. 

B. George Müller Praying for Woolen Yarn 
on Behalf of a Little Girl 

George Müller was a person who was experienced in prayer. Once a girl named Abigail asked him to 
pray for colored woolen yarn. He prayed about this and she received the yarn. The girl grew up to 
become one of the best Christians in England. In reading her biography, one is impressed by the 
lessons she learned in the Lord. Recreation will not drag a person down if it is done properly. If you 
keep the proper principle of recreation before the Lord, recreation will uplift you and restore your 
body and mind to proper health. 
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