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When the Pharisees told [Jesus] that it was not lawful for His disciples to pick ears of grain on the 
Sabbath, He said, “Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, and those who were with 
him; how he entered into the house of God, and they ate the bread of the Presence, which was not lawful 
for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, except for the priests only?” (Matt. 12:3-4).  

The Lord’s word here implies that He is the real David. In ancient times David and his followers, when 
rejected, entered into the house of God and ate the showbread, apparently breaking the Levitical law. 
Now the real David and His followers were also rejected and took action to eat, apparently against the 
sabbatical regulation. Just as David and his followers were not held guilty, neither should Christ and His 
disciples be condemned. King David was a prefigure of Christ, the real David. David had followers, and 
Christ, the real David, also had disciples as His followers. King David and his followers were rejected by 
the people, and the real David and His followers were rejected also. Just as David and his followers were 
hungry, so Christ and His disciples were hungry…. This implies that David and his followers were a type 
of Christ and His disciples. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 720-721)  

[The word in Psalm 22:1a] was spoken by David in his suffering. Actually, it became a prophecy 
concerning Christ in His suffering of His redeeming death. It was quoted by the Lord Jesus while He was 
suffering the crucifixion (Matt. 27:46). Psalm 22:2-5 is the continuation of David’s groaning prayer, 
which turned from groaning to praising. After this, Christ continued to speak. Beginning from verse 6, 
the voice changes to another person, to Christ. This is the way the Psalms were written. While David was 
speaking, eventually Christ came in to speak in his speaking.  

In Psalm 22 we see the suffering David typifying Christ passing through His death (vv. la, 6-21)…. David 
typifies the suffering Christ, and Solomon typifies the reigning and ruling Christ in His kingship. (Life-
study of the Psalms, p. 129)  

When the Lord Jesus comes as the Shepherd to care for us, He comes also as the King to govern us. The 
issue of the Lord’s caring for us as our Shepherd is that we obey Him as our King and come under His 
kingship and His throne within us. (Ezek. 34:24, footnote 1)  

As typified by David, Christ is the fighting King, who has won the victory over all enemies, who has 
gained the land, and who has prepared all the materials for building up the church as the temple of God.  

After Christ takes possession of the earth, He will reign over the earth as the King in the kingdom, ruling 
over the nations with His overcoming believers (Rev. 20:4, 6; 2:26-27). As the coming King, He will be 
the Head and the center in the upcoming kingdom of God in the millennium. This will be the fulfillment 
of Isaiah 32:1, Jeremiah 23:5, and Zechariah 14:9 and 17. As Christ has redeemed the earth and all its 
peoples (Col. 1:20) to be the sphere and components of His kingdom, as He has sold all to buy the 
kingdom (Matt. 13:44), and as He has rescued the earth with all its peoples from the usurpation of Satan 
(Rev. 20:2-3), He will have the full right to be the King of the restored earth and the restored nations. In 
His upcoming reign God’s authority and glory will be fully manifested (Matt. 6:13), and the whole earth 
with its peoples will be brought into righteousness, peace, joy, and the full blessing of God’s creation (Isa. 
32:1, 16-18; 35:1-2, 5-7). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 470, 355-356)  

David’s house refers to Christ, David’s kingdom refers to Christ’s kingdom, and David’s throne refers to 
Christ’s throne. The kingdom of David is Christ’s kingdom, and David and Christ have one throne (Isa. 
9:7; 16:5; Luke 1:32; Acts 2:29-31). The prophets spoke of David and Christ as one (Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 34:23
-24; 37:24-25; Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11). Christ is the real David (Matt. 12:3-4…). Hence, God’s response to 
David [in 2 Samuel 7:12] made Christ one with David and with David’s seed. This implies that God’s 
intention in His economy is to build Himself in Christ into His chosen people, making Him and His 
people one. God’s intention from eternity to eternity is to make Himself us that we may become Him in 
life, in nature, and in constitution but not in the Godhead. Eventually, through God’s building work the 
all-inclusive and all-extensive Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God, becomes every member in the 
Body of Christ and every person in the new man (1 Cor. 12:12; Col. 3:10-11). In the church, in the Body, 
and in the new man, Christ is all, and He is in all. (2 Sam. 7:16, footnote 1)  
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2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  7: DAVID TYPIFYING CHRIST, THE REAL DAVID—  

THE KING OF THE COMING KINGDOM OF GOD  



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 22.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 36 & 37. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Recreation (Part 1).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-8). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 7. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 17 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 9 (II, D-Conclusion).  
  College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 12.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

15/05/2022 
Lord’s Day 

16/05/2022 
Monday 

17/05/2022 
Tuesday 

18/05/2022 
Wednesday 

19/05/2022 
Thursday 

20/05/2022 
Friday 

21/05/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 9:37-50 9:51-62 10:1-11 10:12-24 10:25-37 10:38-42 11:1-13 

1.  2022 International Memorial Day Weekend Conference  
  Date         : 03/06/2022-06/06/2022 (Friday - Monday) 
  Registration Fee : FOC 
  Deadline      : 16/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks      : 1. Registration is through each district (particulars required include Chinese / English  
               name and language). Please WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching  
               WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

              2. All messages are to be streamed online through https://www.conf.lsmwebcast.com. 
 
2.  BM Conference 
  Date         :  17/06/2022-19/06/2022 (Friday - Lord’s Day)  Platform : ZOOM 
  Registration Fee : RM30 per pax                     Deadline : 23/05/2022 (Monday) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Remarks      :  Registration and collection of fees is through each district (particulars required  

             include name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees collected  
             are to be remitted to the church bank account. Please state on the remittance receipt  
             “BMJUN” and your respective district  (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 
3. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 
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Date Session Time 

03/06 (Fri)  Session 1 07:00 p.m. 

04/06 (Sat)   
Session 2 10:00 a.m. 

Session 3 07:00 p.m. 

Session 4 10:00 a.m. 
05/06 (LD)  

Session 5 07:00 p.m. 

06/06 (Mon)  Session 6 07:00 p.m. 

Date Session Time 

17/06/2022 (Fri) Session 1 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

18/06/2022 (Sat)  

Session 2 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Session 3 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Session 4 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

19/06/2022 (LD)   
Session 5 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Session 6 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 



 

 

 

4. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

5. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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THE HEALTHY WORD 

The Healthy Word Containing 
a Killing Element and a Nourishing Element 

The burden in this chapter concerns the healthy word. In the two Epistles to Timothy and the Epistle 
to Titus the word healthy is used six times to describe God’s divine word (1 Tim. 1:10; 6:3; 2 Tim. 
1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1). These Epistles were written at a time when the church was in degradation, 
and at such a time some teachings and doctrines are not healthy. Because the church is in 
degradation today, many teachings in Christianity are not healthy. 

The word healthy implies two elements. Negatively, there is an element that kills germs. Every day 
our body is fighting against germs. The physical life is a struggle between the human life and germs. 
Similarly, there are spiritual germs from which we must be constantly protected. Therefore, healthy 
teaching is full of antibiotics—the germ-killing element. Positively, there is the nourishing element. 
By these two elements we are made healthy. The healthy word is not a doctrinal shell but rather is 
the truth. The healthy word and the healthy teaching are the truth, containing the killing element 
and the nourishing element. 

First Corinthians 1:18 mentions the word of the cross. The word of the cross is the killing word. 
Every chapter of 1 Corinthians contains the word of the cross, because the believers in Corinth had 
been deceived and brought into contact with spiritual germs. Each chapter of 1 Corinthians concerns 
a different problem in the church life. Every problem was a disease. Because the Corinthians were 
full of germs, they needed the spiritual antibiotics in the word of the cross, the killing word. 

Philippians 2:16 mentions the word of life. Philippians is full of the word of life, the nourishing word. 
For example, in 1:20 and 21 Paul says, “Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through life or 
through death. For to me, to live is Christ.” Another example is in 4:13, which says, “I am able to do 
all things in Him who empowers me.” Thus, in the Bible there are two kinds of words: the word of 
the cross and the word of life. The word of the cross is the killing word, and the word of life is the 
nourishing word. On the one hand, the healthy word kills the germs in us; on the other hand, the 
healthy word nourishes us. 

The Word of God Being Composed 
of Christ, His Death, and His Resurrection 

The word of God is actually composed of three elements—Christ, His death, and His resurrection. 
The basic ingredients of the Bible are not stories or doctrines but Christ, His death, and His 
resurrection. When we read the Bible, if we pick up only stories or doctrines rather than Christ, His 
death, and His resurrection, our Bible reading is in vain. Regardless of what chapter or verse we 
read, we should always take in and enjoy the three basic ingredients—Christ, His all-inclusive death, 
and His resurrection. 

The first few verses of the Gospel of John do not mention the death or resurrection of Christ, but if 
we eat the healthy word by pray-reading these verses, the result will be that the germs within us will 
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11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  
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be killed, and the weaknesses within us will be swallowed up. This is a killing produced by the killing 
element of Christ’s death in the word. As we continue pray-reading, we will be supplied with life by 
the same word, which also contains the nourishing element of Christ’s resurrection. This is the 
Christian life—a life of receiving killing and nourishing from our God through the Word. 

The proper reading of the Bible always transmits a killing element into us. If we do not receive any 
killing when we read the Bible, our reading is in vain. Our physical eating similarly enables our body 
to kill the germs in us. If we do not eat properly every day, we will quickly become sick from many 
germs. As long as we eat well and regularly, we do not need to take antibiotics. Through our eating 
we will naturally have the killing element. In the same principle, every time we read the Word, we 
receive a killing element. Actually, it is not we ourselves but the negative things within us, such as 
our natural life and our flesh, that are killed. 

BEING LUMINARIES 
HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE 

Without the Bible human society would be in total darkness. Although the Bible is available to 
everyone today, regrettably, not many Christians apply the Bible in a practical way to their daily 
living. If we, the children of God, apply the holy word of our heavenly Father practically to our daily 
living, we will witness the transformation of our life, and we will influence our family, friends, 
neighbors, and other relatives. This is to hold forth the word of life (Phil. 2:16). To be luminaries 
shining over the darkness by holding forth the word of life is the best way to preach the gospel (vv. 15
-16). In this way we may bring one person to the Lord every year. Those around us will 
spontaneously no longer be in darkness but will be under our shining and thereby see the way that 
leads to salvation and to God. It is in this way that we can live a life of testimony. 

Christianity has many organizations and activities, but not many Christians daily eat the word of 
God. In the Lord’s recovery we have no organizations or activities; rather, we have only the living 
Christ. We eat His word, take Him in, live Him, grow Him, and produce Him. In this way we are 
luminaries shining over those around us. This depends on our coming to the holy Word every 
morning and throughout the day. In the morning we need to come to the Word to be nourished by 
pray-reading. Later in the day we can read three or four chapters. By reading three chapters in the 
Old Testament and one chapter in the New Testament each day, we can read the whole Bible once a 
year. If we continue for several years in this way, reading through the Bible once a year and pray-
reading verse after verse, we will be spiritually healthy, receiving the nourishing and killing element 
in the Word. 

THE CHURCH NEEDING TO BE 
THE PILLAR AND BASE OF THE TRUTH 

In the past fifteen years we have been ministering mainly concerning Christ, the human spirit, the 
experience of life, and the ground of the church. In the local churches in the United States these four 
things have been built up as four pillars. Most of the saints are very strong and clear concerning 
these matters. Regrettably, however, we have not adequately stressed the matter of the truth. Hence, 
in our building we are lacking the pillar of the truth. Because of this lack of the truth, in recent years 
several corrupting things have crept into the churches from God’s enemy. In the absence of the light 
of the truth, certain things have crept in. For instance, a brother declared that he is the leader in the 
Lord’s recovery. This exposes a terrible lack of the truth. In His New Testament economy God does 
not allow any kind of human leadership among His people, because He has given the headship and 
lordship uniquely to Christ His Son. To call someone other than Christ the leader leads to a 
hierarchy, which insults the headship of Christ. If in the past years the pillar of the truth had been 
built up in the churches, all the saints would know that among the Lord’s people today there is no 
organization and therefore no official leadership. We all would refute anyone who dares to say that 
he is the leader. We would be not a people under darkness but a people under the light and full of the 
truth. We would know that in the Lord’s recovery there is no organization and that no one sent by 
God would say that he is the leader. 

The United States is a strong nation mainly because it has a strong constitution and because the 
people of this country uphold the Constitution. Even the president must follow the Constitution. 
Likewise, a strong local church is one in which all the saints uphold the truth. This should be the 
condition and the situation of every local church. Every brother and sister in the church should know 
the truth that in the church we practice neither autocracy nor democracy but the headship of Christ. 
We need to know and practice this truth. 

I encourage all the saints to make a vow before God: “Lord, from today I will be a person of the Bible. 
I will study and pray-read the Bible. I will pick up the truths from all the doctrines.” Only in this way 
can we grow in life, the church be built up, the kingdom of God be established on the earth, and we 
be matured so that the bride will be prepared and the Lord Jesus Christ can come back. (The Healthy 
Word, Chapter 3) 

4 



 

 

RECREATION (Part 1) 

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 10:23; 6:12; 10:31 

1 Cor. 10:23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable; all things are lawful, but not all 
things build up. 
 
1 Cor. 6:12 All things are lawful to me, but not all things are profitable; all things are lawful to me, 
but I will not be brought under the power of anything. 
 
1 Cor. 10:31 Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  

I. THE PREREQUISITE 

The matter of recreation is never a problem to a consecrated person. Anyone who is not absolute in 
his consecration has a problem with recreation. Among God’s children, the matter of recreation does 
not exist to those who are consecrated. In order to settle the matter of recreation, one must first 
settle the matter of consecration. As long as our consecration is not settled, the matter of recreation 
cannot be settled. A man who has not settled the matter of consecration may approve what God 
disapproves. This is why we must first deal with our consecration. 

II. THE PURPOSE OF RECREATION 

After the matter of consecration is settled, we can speak about the purpose of recreation. 

A. For Taking Care of the Family 

We speak about recreation not because of our personal need, but because of the children in our 
family, that is, our next generation. Recreation is not a problem at all to those who are consecrated, 
but there are other people in our family. We have children, and we also have brothers and sisters. If 
they, too, are consecrated, then we will not have a problem. But often they are not consecrated, and 
our attitude is very much related to them. The kind of recreation we allow or do not allow makes a 
great difference to them. We speak of the matter of recreation because we want to lead our family in 
the proper direction. 

B. For Ourselves 

Sometimes we ourselves also need diversion. To what extent should this diversion be considered 
proper? How far can a Christian go? We need to see some basic principles before the Lord. 

What kind of recreation should parents permit for their children? What recreation is considered 
proper as far as Christians are concerned? As God’s children, we should all be clear about this. If we 
have a breach in this matter, the world will come into our family. It will be difficult to drive the world 
away from our children once it enters our family. In order to preserve our family for the Lord, we 
have to pay attention to the matter of recreation. 

III. THE PRINCIPLES BEHIND RECREATION 

A. Man’s Need 

Recreation is scriptural and is compatible with the Lord’s will. First of all, we have to acknowledge 
man’s need for recreation. A Christian should not go to the extreme. Man has a need for recreation. 
Many people are very busy with their schedules. If they do not have some kind of diversion, it is easy 
for them to become sick; their health can quickly deteriorate. The basic principle of recreation is that 
it should offer some diversion in our life. This is especially necessary for the young ones. We should 
not expect them to study from morning until night. They must have some kind of recreation. We 
should not expect them to do the same thing all day long. They must have diversions. We must be 
clear first about this underlying principle. 

The Lord spoke of children playing flutes and dancing in the streets (Luke 7:32). This dancing is 
different from the dancing in a ballroom. This dancing and flute-playing are the result of joy. There 
is nothing wrong with such merry-making. In fact, there is the need for such things. The basic 
principle of recreation is diversion. A person has been working for five, six, or eight hours. He has 
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been doing the same thing over and over again. This easily can tire him out. Doing the same thing 
over and over again easily strains one’s nerves and tires one’s body. There is the need to have a 
change, a diversion. This diversion will relieve one’s tiredness. A change in work recovers a person 
from his fatigue. 

After a child studies for eight hours in school, he needs to come home to play. This kind of playing 
affords him a break from his regular schedule. However, jumping and playing around for eight hours 
is not a break. We must acknowledge the need for a break and diversion in our lives, but we cannot 
make recreation our whole life. A man can turn away from his work to something else when he is 
tired, but he cannot pursue recreation all day long. Some people like to go for a swim in the summer. 
I do not see anything wrong with this. It is all right to swim for half an hour or an hour when one is 
tired, but if a person stays in the water all day long like a duck, it is not recreation. I would like to 
point out to you that when a man has a problem with recreation, the recreation in itself is not his 
problem; rather, his problem is with his living. 

Some people charge that Christians have no recreation, but they really do not know what they are 
saying. Can something be recreation when one indulges in it all day and all night? These activities 
are bondages to a person; they are not recreation. Strictly speaking, very few people have problems 
with recreation itself. Most problems come from man’s indulgence in recreation. Some people 
indulge in activities three days and three nights in a row. Their recreation has become their life. Only 
such people will say that it is difficult being a Christian. Everyone who has a problem with recreation 
is an extreme person. They have made recreation their whole life. We must be clear that man has a 
need for diversion, but he does not have a need for indulgence. He has a need for respite, but he does 
not have a need for his whole life to revolve around respite. All things are lawful, but not all things 
are expedient. All things are lawful for us, but we will not be brought under the power of anything. If 
we indulge in something day and night, it means that we are enslaved by that thing. It is a great 
mistake to indulge in something this way. 

B. Four Kinds of Recreation 

Next, there are four kinds of recreation. A Christian can find recreation in four things: 

1. Rest 

The best recreation for a Christian is rest. If you are tired, you should take a rest. When the Lord 
Jesus and His disciples became tired from their work, He told the disciples, “Come by yourselves 
privately to a deserted place and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). We must realize that the Lord’s rest was a 
kind of recreation to Him. He did not say to go and rest a while, but to go to a deserted place and rest 
a while. Often a change in place, a solitary place in the hills or by a river, affords a person the 
necessary relief from his tiredness. This is the most common recreation for a Christian. 

2. A Change in Work 

If a person feels tired after doing the same work for too long, he can do something else after a while. 
Instead of working eight hours at one task, he can spend one or two hours on something else. 
Perhaps he sits down to work most of the time. He can give himself a break by working in a standing 
position once in a while. Perhaps he works with his mind most of the time. He can divert himself by 
doing some physical work. As soon as he does this, his tiredness disappears. We are not after the 
kind of recreation that the world is after. As long as we have a change in the things we do, we have a 
means to relieve our fatigue. We can rearrange our lives a little. The principle of recreation is 
diversion. As long as we have a change in the kind of work we do, we have the necessary break we 
need. 

3. Hobbies 

At the same time, the Christian life has room for some proper hobbies. Some brothers like to take 
photographs. Others like to keep birds, plant flowers, or paint. These are legitimate hobbies within 
the bounds of the Christian life. Some like music; they may write some songs and play them on the 
piano. Some like calligraphy. All of these are proper forms of recreation. 

But no matter what kind of recreation it is, whether it be rest, a change in work, or a hobby, it has to 
be something that a person can pick up and drop at will. If a person cannot drop an activity, 
something is wrong with it. It is all right for a person to take photographs, study them, and learn a 
little about them. However, we are against anything that controls a person’s life. The recreation must 
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be easy to pick up and easy to drop. It is all right for a young brother to play the violin. But if he 
cannot put it down, he has a problem. The trouble with many young believers is that they cannot put 
their recreation down. When they find that they are bound by these things, they have to deal with 
them. They have to sever them, or else they will not be able to go on properly as Christians; they will 
be enslaved. Recreation must be something that one can pick up freely and drop freely. He must not 
be enslaved by it. This is an underlying principle. We must remember that in order for something to 
be proper recreation, whether it be a hobby, a change in work, or rest, a person must not be bound by 
it. 

Some young brothers like to collect stamps. There is nothing wrong with stamp-collecting. In fact, 
there are many benefits to such a hobby. It can teach a person about the geography and history of all 
the countries in the world, but it is a problem when one becomes ensnared by it. Any recreation that 
affords proper diversion without putting one under its bondage is a lawful recreation. 

Parents must teach their children to have proper recreation. They must not drive their children to 
improper recreation by failing to provide them with the proper kind. I have seen many strict parents 
who have ruined their children this way. Their homes are like institutions rather than homes. As a 
result, the children sneak away from home to engage in improper recreation. We must be clear that 
children need recreation. We can go with or without entertainment, but our children must have some 
entertainment. If we deprive them of their right to play, they will be bored and restless at home, and 
they will sneak away to do things behind our back. 

4. Games 

There are many games, such as chess, ball games, and horse-riding, which can be considered proper 
activities, even though they contain the element of winning and losing. The element of winning and 
losing is related to skill. It is all right for children to engage in table-tennis, basketball, volleyball, 
riding, or chess. All these are proper activities and do not involve any sin. Parents should be 
generous toward these matters and should guide their children to the proper recreation. Elderly ones 
may not have time for strenuous sports, but they should not forbid the young ones from them. We 
want our children to set aside their time for the Lord, but we also need to take care of their need for 
diversion. We should allow them some recreation. 

We have mentioned four kinds of recreation: rest, a change in work, hobbies, and games. A Christian 
can engage in these four kinds of recreation, but he should not be under the power of any of them. It 
is wrong to be bound by any of them. The younger a believer is in the Lord, the more he has to be 
careful not to be bound. This matter may not be a problem to us today. It may not make any 
difference to us whether or not we play the piano, but it makes a great difference to a new believer. 
His conscience will bother him every time he engages in these activities. At the beginning of the 
Christian life, the more one is involved in a recreation, the more he is bound by it. As soon as he 
experiences bondage in any activity, he should stop immediately. 

C. The Purpose of Recreation Being 
to Enhance One’s Work 

Third, we must ask why we need recreation. The purpose of recreation is to enhance our work. 
Recreation has a purpose; it is not recreation for the sake of recreation. I do not engage in a ball 
game because I love ball games. I play because I want to work better. I do not sleep because I love to 
sleep but because I can work better after I sleep. I plant flowers not for the sake of planting flowers 
but so that I can work better after my gardening diversion. All of these things are for the purpose of 
enhancing our work. They must help us to serve God better. Some people break down mentally or 
physically after doing the same thing day and night for two or three weeks. Such brothers and sisters 
should be allowed some kind of diversion. They can change their work. They can play the piano or 
engage in some ball games. They should do these things only for the purpose of recovering from 
fatigue. It is altogether for the purpose of increasing one’s efficiency. After they are done with their 
recreation, they can work better and serve the Lord in a stronger way. 

Sometimes a person may take a respite in a rural place, as the Lord Jesus did, or travel and tour a 
little. This is also good. He may play games with his children at home as well. These activities are not 
entanglements; they are for the purpose of helping a person in his work. If an activity results in the 
lowering of one’s performance, it is in the wrong principle. A recreation must always enhance a 
person’s work. It is easy to become tired after doing the same thing over and over again day and 
night. This is why one should jog, garden, or play for a while. We do not promote these things, but 
we acquiesce in them. The basic principle is that these activities must enhance our performance 
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rather than frustrate it. 

Having a holiday after working for two or three months is right. But having a holiday every day is 
laziness, not vacationing. A Christian must learn to work on earth and not be lazy. We allow people 
to have recreation for the purpose of increasing their work efficiency, but we must not give others 
any ground for criticism. We do not want to be extreme, and we do not want to bring shame to God’s 
name. 

D. Not Having the Element of Chance 
in Recreation 

Fourth, all recreation must involve skill. It must not involve games of chance. We may say that the 
only kind of recreation that is proper is that which involves pure skill and nothing of chance. Any 
recreation that involves both skill and chance is a kind of gambling, not recreation. If an activity 
involves only chance and has nothing to do with skill, it is gambling, and Christians should turn away 
from it. Anything that involves chance is a kind of gambling. Christian recreation should involve only 
skill; it should not have any element of chance. A game of dice is altogether a matter of chance; a 
Christian should never engage in this. It is altogether gambling. Young people can play chess, 
because chess is a matter of skill, not a game of chance. 

There are two kinds of recreation: One involves skill, and the other involves chance. A game of dice 
involves one’s luck. Therefore, it is a game of chance. A Christian must not engage in any kind of 
gambling. Some love to play mahjong before they are saved. That is gambling. It involves a little skill 
plus a good element of chance. A Christian can play only with skill, not with anything that involves 
chance. He cannot even have games that depend partly on skill and partly on chance. 

Mahjong is a game of chance, even when it does not involve any money. It gives the player a kind of 
hope, a kind of prayer. He hopes that chance will be on his side. This kind of hope is wrong. Mahjong 
is wrong even when no betting is involved. 

Billiards involve skill. Even though there are wins and losses, there is nothing wrong with the game 
itself. However, when money is involved, it is wrong; it becomes a kind of gambling. 

We can say that some games are a kind of gambling in themselves, while others are not. However, 
one can take a game that does not involve gambling and turn it into a kind of gambling. This is 
another matter altogether. Even something as harmless as a meal can become a kind of gambling. 
Throwing dice is a gambling game in itself, even though money is not involved. A Christian should 
not engage in this kind of game. As Christians, we have principles that govern our judgment. When 
we say that we can do something or we cannot do certain things, we are guided by principles. It is 
right to play a game that involves skill, and it is wrong to play something that involves chance. Any 
kind of game that involves skill is permissible. But any game that depends on chance is not 
permissible; it is a kind of gambling. 

Moreover, we should not touch anything that the world would consider a kind of gambling. We must 
have our principles. We must find out what gambling is and what games of chance are. Anything that 
involves chance is gambling. 

Some brothers ask whether hunting, fishing, and keeping birds is permissible. In the Bible, hunting 
began from Nimrod (Gen. 10:8-9), and the Lord did not seem to like it. Fishing is permissible. Once 
you are clear about the principle, you will know what to do with many other things. In conclusion, it 
is right if it involves skill only, and it is wrong if chance is involved. Gambling is completely out of the 
question. One would have to be very fallen to ask whether it is permissible for a Christian to gamble. 

Some birds can be kept because they have been domesticated for years and are like house pets; they 
would not live if they were freed. But we must free those that can survive by themselves. There are 
domestic pigeons as well as wild pigeons. We can apply the same principles to these matters. 

to be continued... 
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