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In 1 Samuel 17 David was tested and approved in trusting God and defeating Goliath…. David heard 
Goliath’s defiance…. David considered that Goliath was defying the armies of the living God (v. 26b). He 
also considered that to kill such a defier was to turn away the reproach from Israel (v. 26a)…. David 
realized that the cause for his coming there (v. 29b) was that he had been sent there by God to defeat the 
defier.  

Under God’s sovereignty, David was selected to become an attendant of Saul. God put these two together 
to live and work together very closely. Eventually, however, the closer they became, the more Saul hated 
David. Saul and David became a test to each other…. Saul was exposed as a person who was opposite to 
God’s will, and David was manifested to be a man according to God’s heart. This was God’s sovereignty.  

For David to be tested in his relationship with Saul meant that David was continually put on the cross…. 
The saints in the church life, especially the elders, may become a test, a cross, to us. Likewise, in married 
life our spouse will be a cross to us. Since there should be neither divorce nor separation, the only way for 
us in our married life is to go to the cross and remain there, allowing the cross to terminate our flesh and 
our particular kind of ambition.  

From David’s experience under Saul’s persecution, we need to learn an important lesson…that in the 
church life there should not be anything of the flesh; there should be no anger, no devices, no 
conspiracies, and no plots. The church is the kingdom of God (Rom. 14:17), and in the church there must 
be the divine authority with the proper order…. David feared God and did not dare to overthrow the order 
arranged by God. It would be a shame for us to say that we are in the Lord’s recovery, yet we do not know 
that there is a God-ordained order. Rebellion and fighting annul the church life…. We should just live 
Christ in the spirit that we may live a church life according to the divine, ordained order.  

Avenging and fighting back are matters of the flesh…. In the kingdom of God the flesh has to be ruled out. 
Galatians 5:17 says that “the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.” Verse 24 says 
that “they who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and its lusts.” Verse 21 says 
that those who partake of the things of the flesh “will not inherit the kingdom of God.” If we are partakers 
with the flesh, we are through with the kingdom and will have no share in it. Things such as jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, and divisions are foreign articles in the kingdom.  

David would not kill Saul but only cut off a corner of Saul’s cloak. However, even for this David’s heart 
smote him, because of his fear of God in that Saul was God’s anointed (1 Sam. 24:4b-7). In God’s 
kingdom there is a divine order of authority. Saul was not a self-appointed king; he was the king 
appointed and anointed by God. Saul was therefore the divine authority, and David feared God in this. 
David kept the God-ordained order of authority among God’s elect. By so doing, David laid a good 
foundation for himself to be the king of God’s elect in the coming days. If he had rebelled against Saul, 
then he would have been to the people an example of rebellion against the God-ordained, appointed king. 
(Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 82-84, 95-96, 99)  

David was one who knew God’s authority from his heart…. He considered Saul as lord, the anointed of 
Jehovah. This speaks of an important matter. Submission to authority is not submission to a person. It is 
submission to the anointing upon the person, the anointing which was upon him when God set him up as 
authority…. He acknowledged that Saul was God’s anointed. Hence, he could only seek for his own 
escape; he could not put forth his hand to hurt Saul. Saul was disobedient to God’s command. He was 
rejected by God. But this was something between Saul and God. As for David, he submitted to God’s 
anointed. This was David’s responsibility before God.  

A young Amalekite came to David to claim …that he had killed Saul. David’s attitude was still that of 
denying the self and submitting to God’s authority. He said to the man, “How is it that you were not 
afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy Jehovah’s anointed?” (2 Sam. 1:14). (CWWN, vol. 47, 
“Authority and Submission,” p. 139)  

1 

2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  6: SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, LIFE LESSONS, AND  

HOLY WARNINGS SEEN IN THE HISTORY OF DAVID  



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 21.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 34 & 35. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Friends (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 7-10). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 6. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 16 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 9 (II, A-C). College student  
  pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 11 (VII-XI).  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

08/05/2022 
Lord’s Day 

09/05/2022 
Monday 

10/05/2022 
Tuesday 

11/05/2022 
Wednesday 

12/05/2022 
Thursday 

13/05/2022 
Friday 

14/05/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 8:1-15 8:16-25 8:26-39 8:40-56 9:1-17 9:18-26 9:27-36 

1. 2022 Blending Conference of the Churches in East Malaysia (via ZOOM) 
  Date         :  01/06/2022-02/06/2022 (Wednesday - Thursday)     
  Deadline      :  09/05/2022 (Monday) 
  Registration fee  :  RM10 per pax 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include  
              Chinese & English name, gender, age, language). The fees are to be remitted to the  
              bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt “EMBC” and your  
              respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching  
              WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 
 
2. Youth Perfecting Conference 

  Date        : 04/06/2022-06/06/2022 (Saturday - Monday) 

  Time       : 8.00 a.m.—5.00 p.m. (Daily) 

  Venue       : B200 

  Registration Fee: RM30 per pax 

  Deadline     : 09/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks     : 

  1. The registration form can be collected from the office or downloaded directly via the following link.  

    (https://cogkch.tiny.us/622-ypcform). 

  2. The fees can also be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  
    “Youth06” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in  
    Kuching  WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 

Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Bersedialah Bertemu 
Tuhanmu 

15/05/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  899 8783 3196 3927 

BM ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 
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Date Session Time 

01/06/2022 (Wed) 

Session 1 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. 

Session 2 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 3 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

02/06/2022 (Thu) 

Session 4 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. 

Session 5 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 6 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  



 

 

3.  2022 International Memorial Day Weekend Conference  
  Date         : 03/06/2022-06/06/2022 (Friday - Monday) 
  Registration Fee : FOC 
  Deadline      : 16/05/2022 (Monday) 

 

 Remark       : 1. Registration is through each district (particulars required include Chinese / English  
               name and language). Please WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching  
               WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

              2. All messages are to be streamed online through https://www.conf.lsmwebcast.com. 
 
4.  BM Conference 
  Date         :  17/06/2022-19/06/2022 (Friday - Lord’s Day)  Platform : ZOOM 
  Registration Fee : RM30 per pax                     Deadline : 23/05/2022 (Monday 

  Remarks      :  Registration and collection of fees is through each district (particulars required  
             include name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees collected  
             are to be remitted to the church bank account. Please state on the remittance receipt  
             “BMJUN” and your respective district  (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 
5.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Remarks: Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
        according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 
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Time Hall Area Details 

07/05 (Sat)  

12 Block A Level 3 (badminton 
court), corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the corridors, clean the 
toilets, remove bird droppings 

7 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

10 Block B Ground Floor and 1st 
Floor (including main hall, dining 
area, toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider 
webs 

9 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mez-
zanine), corridors outside main 
hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets  

08/05 (LD)  
8 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 

C103, C104, garden in front of 
and behind Block C, and Block C  
Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, 
trim the flowerbeds and mow the 
grass etc. 

11 Block A Level 1 corridors, en-
trance staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, arrange the 
chairs and clean the toilets 

Date Session Time 

03/06 (Fri)  Session 1 07:00 p.m. 

04/06 (Sat)   
Session 2 10:00 a.m. 

Session 3 07:00 p.m. 

Session 4 10:00 a.m. 
05/06 (LD)  

Session 5 07:00 p.m. 

06/06 (Mon)  Session 6 07:00 p.m. 

Date Session Time 

17/06/2022 (Fri) Session 1 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

18/06/2022 (Sat)  

Session 2 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Session 3 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Session 4 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

19/06/2022 (LD)   
Session 5 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Session 6 7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 



 

 

6. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

7. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

8. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—5 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

BECOMING VITAL AND GOING TO VITALIZE OTHERS 

THE GOD-ORDAINED WAY 

By 1984 the recovery had come to a point of being dormant. At that time I felt burdened to go to 
Taiwan to study our situation. I was endeavoring to bring us into the God-ordained, scriptural way to 
meet and to serve for the building up of the church as the Body of Christ. Through five years of study, 
from 1984 to 1989, the Lord clearly showed us the God-ordained way. 

The term the God-ordained way was invented by us, and we saw that this God-ordained way revealed 
in the Scriptures is of four steps: begetting, feeding, perfecting, and building. We need to beget, to 
produce, new believers. Then we need to feed them that they may grow. Then we need to perfect 
them, not by one teacher but through the mutual teaching in the groups. In the groups everyone is a 
teacher, and every teacher is a student. Through the mutual teaching in the groups the new ones are 
perfected unto the work of the ministry, as pointed out in Ephesians 4:12. This makes them qualified 
to prophesy, to speak for the Lord, for the building up of the church. To take the God-ordained way is 
by these four steps, but how do we carry them out? We found out that the way to carry out these four 
steps is by the vital groups. 

In 1949 we started the work in Taipei with about three to five hundred saints. Within less than five 
years we grew to fifty thousand. During that period of time, I felt that we needed the groups. Just to 
have the halls for the district work was not adequate, so we set up groups. We decided to have about 
twenty saints to a group, but the groups grew to fifty, sixty, and seventy saints. Some even grew to 
one hundred. The group leaders were very active ones in the church life. 

From 1958 to 1984, however, the church in Taipei had gradually dropped the practice of group 
meetings and unconsciously drifted back to focus on the Lord’s Day message meeting with one 
person speaking and the rest listening. In every hall there was a speaker to take care of this message 
meeting. We had drifted away from the practice of the group meetings to a kind of Sunday morning 
service with one speaker. 

We have to realize that a big and top advantage of the group meetings is that they should make 
everyone function. Our vital groups have not yet reached that standard of making everyone function 
according to the God-ordained way with its four steps: to beget, to feed, to perfect by mutual 
teaching, and to prophesy for the building up of the church. 

After we released the truth concerning the group meetings, the churches attempted to pick up this 
practice. But what they eventually had was not vital groups but mostly dormant groups. I became 
very clear within that in order to come out of our dormant condition we must stress the practice of 
the vital group meetings. 

A VITAL GROUP BEING LIVING AND FULL OF ACTIVITIES 

Recently, I felt burdened to use the term vital groups. My understanding in using the word vital is 
that a vital group is living and full of activities. You may be a living person, but if you do not know 
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how to take any action, you are not vital. Children from the ages of five to seven are vital because 
they are not only living but full of activities. Spiritually speaking, we may be living, but we are not 
vital, because we are not living and full of activities. To be vital is to be living and very active, full of 
activities. The vital groups are groups that are living and full of activities. If the saints who have the 
burden to be in the vital groups do not move, do not act, in any kind of meeting, the church is 
finished. 

THE WAY TO BECOME VITAL 

We have made it clear that the way to produce the vital groups is that each of us must take the lead to 
be vital. In order to be vital, we first must have a thorough fellowship with the Lord. Then that 
fellowship will bring us into a kind of realization that we are totally sinful. Then we will be brought 
into a thorough confession of our sins. Spontaneously, we will reconsecrate ourselves. We will pray, 
“Lord, now I would like to consecrate myself to You anew.” Then that will bring us into a prayer life. 
No one can pray unceasingly without reaching this stage. When we pass through the stages of 
fellowship, confession, and consecration, we enter into a prayer life. It is in this prayer life that we 
pray ourselves into the Spirit—the essential Spirit, the economical Spirit, the all-inclusive Spirit. 
Then we learn how to follow this Spirit by exercising our spirit. If this is the case with us, we are 
really vital. Actually, this is all revealed, unveiled, in the New Testament, especially in Paul’s Epistles. 

The overcomers are the vital members. If we read the seven epistles to the churches in Revelation 2 
and 3, we can see that the overcomers are vital. The overcomers in God’s economy will be the ones 
who give God the way to consummate this age, to bring Christ back, and to recover His title and right 
over the earth through Christ’s reign. Christ will reign, and the overcomers will reign with Him as 
His co-kings. We must remember that to be vital is to overcome. 

When we are vital, we will have a burden to contact others. This will not be something done merely 
because the elders made a decision. The elders may make a decision to divide the saints in the 
church into groups and call these groups vital groups, but they may be dormant groups. If we merely 
arrange the saints into groups and call them vital groups, that is something formal. That is just a 
movement. Eventually, these groups will be the same as the old groups. This is not the way to have 
the vital groups. We must abandon that way and take the vital way. 

We will not be vital if we do not pass through the stages of fellowship, the confession of our sins, 
reconsecration, a prayer life, and the filling of the Spirit. Also, we need to have a thorough and 
intimate fellowship with one another. We may come together as groups and yet not have this kind of 
fellowship. Instead, we are all very reserved. We open up ourselves to a certain extent and no more. 
We like to cover and hide many things concerning our situation. As a result, there is no thorough 
fellowship. When there is no thorough fellowship, there is no thorough blending. Then we cannot see 
the proper mutual intercession, the proper mutual care, and the proper mutual shepherding. This 
shows that we are not that vital. 

TAKING ACTION TO CONTACT 
THE SAINTS WHO ARE NOT IN THE GROUPS 

AND WHO ARE NOT YET VITAL 

In the entire time of my ministry I have not been as burdened as I am in these days concerning how 
the church should go on. Recently, I became clear that we must begin to take action, regardless of 
whether or not we feel that we have been adequately prepared. Without any burden of work, it is 
difficult to have a burden of prayer. The first step we need to take is to contact the saints who are not 
in the groups that we have. A number of the saints may be weaker and older, and they do not have 
the capacity to act that much and be in the vital groups. We should not go to contact them first but go 
to contact the ones whom we feel can be made vital and whom we can bring into our vital groups. 
The first step in our action is not to contact the unbelieving sinners or our relatives and neighbors 
but to contact the meeting members who are not yet vital. We need to pray and choose someone 
whom we can contact. 

We may also feel led by the Lord to recover certain backsliding ones. Some of us should pick up the 
burden to recover them and make them vital. In recovering a backsliding one, we should not talk too 
much. Instead, we should go to visit him again and again. We should be prepared to take one year to 
recover one person. In these days we need to go to contact the ones who can be made vital, including 
certain ones who have backslidden. When they become vital, they may be more vital than we are. 
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On the average each of our groups has about eight persons. When you bring one to your group, this 
does not mean that he is vitalized yet. He is still not vitalized, but he may like to come to your vital 
group meeting. When we bring two more to join our group and we reach ten saints, we should divide 
our group into two groups of five each. 

Sometimes the right person can get someone revived just by one contact. A certain brother may be 
working on another backslidden brother for three years without anything happening. But someone 
else may have one contact with this backslidden one, and he may want to go to your group meeting 
just through that one contact. 

Previously we said that we need to wait and consider when the time is ripe for us to bring a new one 
to the group meeting. In these days I feel that we should not wait. If they want to come to our group 
meetings, bring them in. When we reach ten saints in our group, we should divide into two groups of 
five. When a group of five brings a new one in, they should all work on that one to fully recover him, 
revive him, and make him vital. This is a mutual work. 

Perhaps a brother who is being recovered would come to our meeting and ask, “Why has the church 
become so dormant?” One of the saints may say, “I confess my responsibility. The church became 
dormant because of me. But, hallelujah, just three days ago I got revived.” This is a kind of teaching 
and fellowship. Then the others may share their experience concerning being revived or the need to 
be revived. This is our mutual meeting, our vital group. If the five members of a group work on one 
saint in this way, he can be recovered and made vital. He may return home from the meeting and tell 
his wife how impressed he was with the functioning of all the saints and how he was touched by the 
Lord. 

We should preach the gospel in the same way. We can bring our gospel contacts to the group. When 
they come to our group meeting, we must learn how to behave ourselves so that we do not stumble 
them. They may not know how to ask questions, but we can ask questions for them, and all of us can 
function to answer them in order to help them get saved. 

Each of our vital group meetings presently has about eight members. When we gain two more and 
reach ten members, we should divide. We should use one evening each week to come together and 
bring our new contacts to the meeting. Regardless of how many contacts you have, bring them into 
your meeting. Then you need to learn. Do not learn to be dumb. Learn to be active. Learn to be vital, 
to speak. Do not be fearful of making mistakes. If you do not make mistakes, you will never learn. If 
no one among the five persons in the group says anything, this will be a dormant and dumb meeting. 
All of us must learn to be active and not be concerned about making mistakes. We all have to 
function, and we must be prepared to make mistakes and learn from these mistakes to be perfected. 
In these days we need to pray desperately with a real burden. Now is the time for us to fight the 
battle and gain those in the church who are not yet vital. 

I believe that the way to help us be more vital is for us to contact others. If we wait any longer to 
contact others, we will never be vital. Every week we should set apart one day in which we contact 
others. We also need to have a vital group meeting one evening a week in addition to the regular 
meetings of the church. We still should attend the Lord’s Day morning meeting and the prayer 
meeting. 

We must set aside one day each week for the sake of gaining others. If we have the burden to recover 
someone who has not been in the meetings for a long time, we need to pray for him. We may even 
need to fast and pray. Then we will receive the Lord’s leading to contact him, either by phoning him 
or going to visit him. If there is a will to gain people, there is a way to gain them. We believe this. We 
must ask the Lord to give us someone to gain for Him. We cannot be idle. We must gain someone 
who is not yet vitalized. We must bear a burden to vitalize that one, to make that one vital. Then we 
will realize that we first need to be vitalized. 

After we have finished contacting all the non-vital members, including the backsliding ones, we can 
begin to contact the sinners, including our relatives, neighbors, and colleagues. We have to pray and 
ask the Lord to give us someone to labor on. If we have such a desire, the Lord will give us the proper 
persons. We need to pray desperately as we take action with the Lord to contact others. We should 
tell the Lord that we do not want to be dormant and that we do not want others in the church to be 
dormant. We need to be vitalized by the Lord and then go to vitalize others. (Fellowship concerning 
the Urgent Need of the Vital Groups, Chapter 24) 
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FRIENDS (Part 2) 

2. Five Questions on 
                                                          Not Being Dissimilarly Yoked (cont.) 

Fourth, “Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever?” This is a repetition of the question 
prior to it. This is another comparison. You have faith, and the other person does not have faith. You 
know God in faith, but the other person does not believe in God and does not know Him. You find 
faith in your life, but the other person does not have faith in his life. You trust in God, while he has 
no trust. You look to God, while he looks to himself. You say that everything is in God’s hand, but he 
says that everything is in his own hand. The two are basically different. We often cannot 
communicate even with nominal Christians; we cannot fellowship with them. They say that they are 
Christians, but they have no faith. There is a problem here. Not only is the conduct of the two 
persons different, but one has faith while the other does not. The conduct is different because the 
measure of faith is different. With this difference, it is hard to have any communication at all. A 
believer has nothing to do with an unbeliever. A believer spontaneously trusts in God in many 
things; it is as natural as breathing. But this is hard to an unbeliever. He would say that the believer 
is superstitious, backward, or foolish. There is no way for us to make friends with unbelievers. They 
will pull us down, and the pull will be very strong. 

Fifth, “What agreement does the temple of God have with idols?” What is the temple of God? What is 
an idol? I think this refers to the sanctification of the body. Following this, it says that we are the 
temple of the living God. In the book of 1 Corinthians, the believers’ bodies are considered the temple 
of God. One group of people were idol worshippers, while the other group of people said, “Our bodies 
are the temple of God. We cannot defile the temple of God.” What we do with our friends is related 
very much to our body. Drinking, smoking, and other activities all affect the body; they touch the 
body. But the body is the temple of God. One should not destroy this temple or defile it. We must 
preserve our body as we preserve God’s temple. The living God dwells in us, and we must not destroy 
this temple. We are the temple of God, while they are the temple of idols. They are related to idols, 
visible or invisible. They do not care for the holiness of the body, but we do. Do you see the difference 
here? How can the two be yoked together? 

We can never be friends with unbelievers. There is only one result if we befriend them—we are 
dragged down with them. We should never think that we are strong and steadfast and that it is all 
right for us to make a few unbelieving friends. Let me say that we have been Christians for many 
years, but we are still fearful of making friends with unbelievers. A relationship with them invariably 
brings loss to us. We should contact them only for the sake of bringing them to a meeting or 
testifying to them. Apart from this, all other contact is dangerous. Once we are in their midst, we will 
have to sacrifice our standard. It will be hard for us to maintain our Christian standard when we are 
among them. 

C. Evil Companionships Corrupting Good Morals 

First Corinthians 15:33 says, “Do not be deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.” 
Having evil companionships means to have improper friends. It is better to translate “evil 
companionships” as “improper fellowship” or “improper communication.” The result of such evil 
companionship is the corruption of good morals. Corrupt means “decay,” as the decay of wood by 
worms. Evil companionship decays good morals. 

The expression good morals in a milder sense can be rendered “good manners.” Good morals is a 
stronger expression. The original meaning of the word lies somewhere between these two words. The 
word moral is too strong, while the word manner is too light. It is probably somewhere in between. I 
think it is better to translate the word as “appearance.” This is milder than the word moral but 
stronger than the word manner. We can say that improper communication corrupts good 
appearance. You may be very godly before God, but after you meet an unbeliever who jokes, you 
begin to laugh. There are some jokes we should not laugh at. But many times we feel that we do not 
need to be so stifled when we are among them; we feel that if we loosen up a little, they will welcome 
us more. But this is improper communication, and it corrupts good appearance. 
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Improper communication and good appearance are opposites. One is good, while the other is bad. 
The bad will corrupt the good. We must avoid this corruption. Since the Lord’s life is within us, we 
should spend time to cultivate good habits and learn to be restricted in the Lord. We must learn day 
by day to be godly, careful, regimented, and restricted persons. 

Please remember that one contact with unbelievers and one improper communication with them will 
waste much time. This is a great loss. Each time you communicate with unbelievers, you may need 
three or five days before you will be recovered to your proper standing, because unbelievers can 
affect your appearance, habits, and moral conduct before men. This is surely not profitable. 

D. Neither Walking, Standing, Nor Sitting 

Psalm 1:1-2 says, “Blessed is the man / Who does not walk / In the counsel of the wicked, / Nor stand 
on the path of sinners, / Nor sit in the company of mockers. / Rather his delight is in the law of 
Jehovah, / And in His law he meditates by day and by night.” 

Unbelievers have much counsel to offer. It is most pitiful for God’s children to seek counsel from 
unbelievers when they have problems. Many children of God ask unbelievers what they should do 
when they encounter problems. Even when they give you counsel, you cannot do what they counsel 
you to do. I have many unbelieving friends who offer me advice concerning many things even though 
I have not asked for it. If you listen to them, you will realize that all their thoughts concern how they 
may profit themselves. They do not ask whether a matter is right or wrong or whether it is God’s will. 
They have only one motive—personal profit. Can we do something that is purely for our own profit? 
Some of their counsel not only is for their own profit but even causes loss to others. Some profit does 
not come at the expense of others, and some does. How can a believer walk in the counsel of an 
unbeliever? 

If you become too intimate with an unbeliever, it will be hard for you to turn his counsel down. As a 
result, you will be carried away. If you seek counsel from five friends together, it will be hard to reject 
their suggestion and say no to them, because they are your friends. They have a unified, a 
unanimous, proposal, and it is good for you. If you talk with them, it means that you are seeking 
counsel from them. But their advice only comes from their mind. You should not follow this advice. 

Moreover, there are many places where you cannot go. Sinners have their own path and their own 
places. They do not come to church if they want to gamble. They have their own places and their own 
path. Today, if you communicate with unbelievers, you are taking their path even if you say you are 
not one of them. This is hard. An unbeliever may want to go to a place that you should not go to. 
Even if you say that you will not go inside, you are still on the same path. Although you may say good
-by and part with them at the door, you have already gone the same way. “Blessed is the man / Who 
does not walk / In the counsel of the wicked, / Nor stand on the path of sinners.” God does not want 
us to be in their places, and He does not want us to even stand on their path. God wants us to be fully 
separated from them. We cannot befriend them. Once we befriend them, we will stand on their path 
or at least touch their places. 

“Nor sit in the company of mockers.” Almost all unbelievers are mockers. I have seldom found a 
brother whose friends did not joke with him or make fun of the Lord’s name. I met many unbelievers 
during the first few years of my Christian life who joked about the Lord’s name whenever I saw them. 
They blasphemed the name of the Lord. If you sit among unbelievers, they will ridicule you, and the 
Lord’s name will be blasphemed. They may not mention the Lord’s name before you join them; they 
may not have the intention to blaspheme the Lord’s name. But your presence gives them the 
opportunity to talk about Jesus and Christianity. They will carry on with their jokes. If you do not 
want to sit in the company of mockers or listen to their mocking, you must not communicate or 
fellowship with them or befriend them in any way. 

IV. REPLACING FRIENDS 
WITH BROTHERS IN THE CHURCH 

A person must settle the matter of friendship during the first few weeks of his Christian life. He must 
change all his friends. You must tell all your friends what has happened to you. You may still 
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maintain some friendship with them, but this friendship cannot be intimate in any way. You must 

change all your friends. You must learn to be a brother in the church and replace your former friends 

with brothers in the church. 

We do not want to go to the extreme. We do not hate our former friends, and we do not want to 

ignore them altogether. But now our contact with them must be on a different level. Learn to testify 

to them and bring the Lord to them. We should be with them for only five minutes, fifteen minutes, 

half an hour, or an hour. Do not continue to sit among them. Do not talk about worldly things with 

them. Learn to take your stand and try your best to bring them to the Lord and the church. Testify to 

them and preach the gospel to them. Try your best to make them brothers and sisters in the church. 

Do not make friends or have friendship outside the circle of brothers. 

I can assure you that a believer with too many unbelieving friends will surely be a defeated Christian. 

Even if he does not sin, he will become worldly. If a person loves the Lord, serves Him, and is faithful 

to Him and is exercised in himself, he cannot possibly have many worldly friends. If a person has 

many frivolous friends, it proves that he is sick. 

We should not have unclean lips, and we should not dwell among people of unclean lips. In the sight 

of God, it is wrong to have unclean lips. It is equally wrong and requires equal confession to dwell 

among people of unclean lips. It is wrong for us to sin, and it also is wrong to dwell among sinners. 

We need to ask God for grace so that we ourselves do not sin. We need His grace so that we do not 

cultivate intimate friendship with sinners. You would be angry at someone if he said that you were a 

thief. Neither would it be a compliment if he said that you were in the company of thieves or that you 

were a friend of thieves. 

The first question a person should ask before the Lord is about himself. The second question he 

should ask is about his friends. Next to the person himself, a person is represented by his 

acquaintances. If he wants to remain strong, he must not be careless about his acquaintances and 

friendships. The minute he becomes careless about his friends, he is defeated. Never be careless in 

this matter. You must leave all your former friends behind. Learn to make friends with those who 

fellowship in the church. Your communication with them should be something in the Lord. You 

should replace all of your former communication with communication that is in the Lord. 

V. THE MEANING OF FRIENDSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

A. Friendship Being Something 

That Goes Beyond Normal Relationships 

By now you should see that friendship is something very special. It is a relationship which goes 

beyond social status. It is a relationship that is free from formality. When a communication goes 

beyond social status and formality, that is friendship. I once said that some fathers are friends to 

their sons, while other fathers remain fathers for life. I know that some mothers have never been 

friends to their daughters; the mothers are strictly mothers and the daughters are strictly daughters; 

they have never been friends to each other. There are many people who never become friends to 

those in their family; the husband remains strictly a husband, and the wife remains strictly a wife. 

Many supervisors in offices take a very lofty position, and their subordinates remain inferior to 

them. There is only an employer-employee relationship between them; they have never been friends 

to each other. Although some become friends, these are rare exceptions. Being a friend to someone 

means going beyond the normal relationship. It means to have an acquaintance that extends beyond 

the normal relationship. 

Abraham was a friend of God. If he had behaved strictly as a man and God had behaved strictly as 

God, they would not have been friends. Abraham forgot his status, and God also set aside His status. 

Thus, Abraham could be a friend to God. 
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The Lord Jesus also became a friend to sinners. The Lord Jesus could not have become a friend to 

sinners if He had remained in His own position. He became a friend because He left that position. If 

He had not stepped from His position, He could only have been a Savior and not a friend to man. I 

hope you can see what a friend is. As sinners we could never be joined to the Lord. He is the Judge 

and we are the judged. He is the Savior and we are the saved. But the Lord laid aside everything to 

become a friend to sinners. This is why others called Him the Friend of sinners. This is how He leads 

them to accept Him as their Savior. 

I believe that after a person has been in the Lord for a long time and has developed a deep 

relationship with Him, he will find some brothers in the church to be his friends. He can go beyond 

the normal relationship. The third Epistle of John is quite clear about this matter. In 3 John, John 

no longer seemed to be an apostle. He had become an elder instead. 

I want to draw your attention to the fact that 3 John was written when John was very old. The letter 

was written about thirty years after Paul was martyred. At that time Peter also had passed away. Of 

the twelve apostles, John was the only one left. He wrote as “the elder to Gaius” (v. 1). He was indeed 

elderly. I like his third Epistle very much. Third John is different from the other Epistles. First John 

speaks of “fathers,” “young men,” and “young children.” It seems that John was still conscious of 

clear distinctions there. But in the last verse of 3 John, he had come to a different place; he was 

standing in a very special position. He was very old by then and could call a seventy-year-old man his 

son. He was very old, perhaps in his nineties. At such an old age, when he had so much knowledge 

and had traveled so far in his spiritual journey, he did not address his brothers and sisters as 

brothers and sisters. He did not use such terms as children, young men, or fathers. He simply said, 

“The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.” Do you not sense a certain flavor here? In 

reading God’s Word, we have to touch its flavor and its spirit before we can comprehend the meaning 

behind the word. If we do not touch the flavor and the spirit, our reading will be fruitless. Here was a 

man who was so old that he had practically lost all his friends. Peter was dead and so was Paul, but 

John could still say, “The friends greet you. Greet the friends.” Here was a man with so much riches 

in him. We can say that he had arrived at the pinnacle of his riches. He had followed the Lord for 

many years and had touched many things. Now he was so old that he could pat the head of a sixty or 

seventy-year-old man and call him, “My child.” But he did not say this. Instead he said, “My friends.” 

I do not know whether you understand what I am trying to say. This has nothing to do with position; 

John was not speaking in his normal capacity. This kind of speaking uplifts a person. Just as the 

Lord was a friend to sinners and just as God became a friend to Abraham, John also treated all of 

God’s children, young and old, as his friends. This is altogether different from what we spoke about 

earlier in this chapter. 

B. The Emphasis in the Church Being 

the Brother Relationship 

Some day some of our young ones may arrive at this stage, but today they must behave as brothers in 

the church. The matter of friendship occupies a very high place in the church. Some day, when we 

reach a high plane, we may become a friend to little children. We can be far above them, yet can 

honor them by calling them our friends. Before that day comes, the church must emphasize the 

relationship of brothers and sisters, not the relationship of friends. 

It is interesting to note that the church pays attention to many things, but not friendship. This is 

because friendship is something that goes beyond the normal relationship. It is something that is 

beyond the ordinary, something that stands on special ground. Friendship is when a great man 

honors another man by being his friend. Such a man can be so great that he can call another person 

his friend. This is not something that any brother or sister can do. Those who are young in the Lord 

should learn to maintain their relationship as brothers and sisters in the Lord. I hope that you will 

separate yourself from your former friends and have communication and fellowship with the 

brothers and sisters in the church instead. If you do this, it will save you from many problems as you 

go on in your spiritual journey. 
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