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First Samuel 15 is a record of Saul’s disobedience in his conquest of the Amalekites. He conquered the 
enemy, yet he was altogether disobedient to God. Here Saul was absolutely, thoroughly exposed, and then 
he was given up by God and also by Samuel. This chapter contains an important lesson for us today. (Life
-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 71)  

[Amalek] meaning warlike…typifies the flesh, which is the totality of the fallen old man (Gal. 2:16…). The 
fighting between Amalek and Israel depicts the conflict between the flesh and the Spirit within the 
believers (Gal. 5:17; cf. 1 Pet. 2:11). Amalek was a descendant of Esau (Gen. 36:12), Jacob’s twin brother. 
This indicates that the flesh is very close to our regenerated being, signified by Jacob. Esau was born first 
and Jacob second, indicating that the flesh is of the first man, the old man. 

Amalek was the first enemy encountered by the children of Israel on the way to the good land (Deut. 
25:17-18; 1 Sam. 15:2). This indicates that our flesh is the first among all our enemies. The flesh, sin, the 
world, and Satan are all related, but the most prominent among them in fighting against the believers is 
the flesh (Gal. 5:17). When in our experience the flesh is put to death (Gal. 5:24; Rom. 8:13), the world 
cannot hold us, sin cannot operate in us, and Satan is powerless to work on us. Amalek’s  purpose in 
attacking Israel was to frustrate them from entering the good land. Likewise, Satan’s aim in stirring up 
the flesh to fight against us is to keep us from entering into the full enjoyment of the all-inclusive Christ 
as our good land. (Exo. 17:8, footnote 1 & 2)  

The flesh is not only warlike and destructive but also extremely disturbing. If you read Romans 7, you will 
see what disturbance is caused by the flesh. According to that chapter, Paul was so disturbed that he even 
cried out, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death?” (v. 24). 
Apparently this disturbance was caused by sin. Actually it was caused by the flesh. (Life-study of Exodus, 
p. 533)  

In the entire universe, God’s real enemy is not Satan but us. As long as we remain in the status of the 
flesh, we are an enemy to God (Rom. 8:7). Our flesh is altogether one with Satan. Without the flesh, Satan 
would have no way to fight against God. In the church life all the troubles come from the flesh. The 
hardest thing for God to deal with is the flesh. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 72)  

Amalek was a hand against God’s throne, signifying that the flesh is in rebellion against God and is 
against His throne, His governmental administration. Every aspect of the flesh, whether good or evil, is 
an enemy of God’s authority (Rom. 8:7). Hence, God has decided to war against the flesh continually… 
until it is blotted out (Exo. 17:14). (Exo. 17:16, footnote 1)  

In the war with Amalek described in Exodus 17:8-16, Moses stood on the top of a hill with the rod of God 
in his hand, and Joshua went out with chosen men to fight against, and to defeat, Amalek. While Joshua 
was fighting, Moses was praying. After Joshua defeated Amalek, God declared that He would “have war 
with Amalek from generation to generation” (v. 16). This shows how seriously God regarded the 
frustration caused by the Amalekites. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 72)  

We should be warned by this account of Saul’s disobedience not to do anything in the kingdom of God by 
our flesh. We need to fear God and remember that we are flesh. But the Son of God has crucified the 
flesh, and He has come into us to regenerate our spirit. Now He is living in our spirit, moving, acting, and 
taking the lead to guide us into the line of life for the building up of His organism, the Body of Christ. This 
is the kingdom of God, God’s eternal kingdom, which will consummate in the upcoming New Jerusalem 
in the new heaven and new earth. This should be our goal. We should not try to build a monarchy for 
ourselves in God’s kingdom.   

We thank the Lord that, under His mercy, He has opened up the intrinsic secrets in the Word to show us 
the real lessons. We have to learn the lesson of the cross and crucify our flesh with its passions and its 
lusts and leave it on the cross always and in everything (Gal. 5:24). We should faithfully exercise our 
spirit to follow the Lord, who is the life-giving, consummated Spirit indwelling our spirit and who is one 
with us. Then the kingdom of God, the church as the intrinsic Body of Christ, will be built up. (Life-study 
of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 76-77)  
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2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  5: WAR WITH THE AMALEKITES  



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 20.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 32 & 33. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Friends (Part 1).  
  (Please refer to pages 7-10). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 5. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 15 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 9 (I). College student  
  pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 11 (I-VI).  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

01/05/2022 
Lord’s Day 

02/05/2022 
Monday 

03/05/2022 
Tuesday 

04/05/2022 
Wednesday 

05/05/2022 
Thursday 

06/05/2022 
Friday 

07/05/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 5:27—6:16 6:17-38 6:39-49 7:1-17 7:18-23 7:24-35 7:36-50 

1. Service Meeting for the Whole Church 
  Date/time     : 02/05/2022 (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 
  Meeting ID    : 833 6103 2392 (Passcode 1111) 
  Remark       : Saints are encouraged to join the online service meeting together to cooperate with the  
              Lord so that His will be done on this earth and that His eternal will would be  
              fulfilled. 
           
2. July 2022 Semiannual Training 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Registration fee  : RM30 per pax         
 Deadline      : 02/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Remark       :  
  1. Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include Chinese & English  

   name, gender, language, contact number). The fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the  
   church. Please state on the  remittance receipt “VT07” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and  
   WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

  2. There will be a sharing session after each video session. The ZOOM meeting ID and password for the  
   sharing session will be announced later. Participants may join right away after each message. Trainees  
   must learn to exercise aggressively to prepare a 2-minute sharing for at least  4 times, to flow out the  
   riches of Christ. Under the requirements of the training, trainees must not be absent without reason (at  
   most  twice) and must apply leave from the training coordinator (Brother David Wong). 

  3. There will be a pre-training session before the training on 10/07/2022 (Lord’s Day evening) 
    8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Attendance is compulsory for the registrants. 
 
3. 2022 Blending Conference of the Churches in East Malaysia (via ZOOM) 
  Date         :  01/06/2022-02/06/2022 (Wednesday - Thursday)     
  Deadline      :  09/05/2022 (Monday) 
  Registration fee  :  RM10 per pax 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include  
              Chinese & English name, gender, age, language). The fees are to be remitted to the  
              bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt “EMBC” and your  
              respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching  
              WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 
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Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Bersedialah Bertemu 
Tuhanmu 

15/05/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  899 8783 3196 3927 

BM ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 
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Date Time 

27/07-28/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 30/07-31/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Date Time 

13/07-14/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 16/07-17/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Saints (parents) who are attending the Lord’s table meeting at Kenyalang meeting hall may bring their children to 
A109 (Dining Hall) at 11.00 a.m. as the children meeting (Chinese group) will resume from 24/04 onwards. 

LORD’S DAY CHILDREN SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 



 

 

4.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Remarks: 1. Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
          according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 

         2. All saints must follow the S.O.P. during the endemic, wear mask, and scan using the  
          MySejahtera App.  

 

5. Youth Perfecting Conference 

  Date        : 04/06/2022-06/06/2022 (Saturday - Monday) 

  Time       : 8.00 a.m.—5.00 p.m. (Daily) 

  Venue       : B200 

  Registration Fee: RM30 per pax 

  Deadline     : 09/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks     : 

  1. The registration form can be collected from the office or downloaded directly via the following link.  

    (https://cogkch.tiny.us/622-ypcform). 

  2. The fees can also be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  

    “Youth06” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in  

    Kuching  WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

 

6.  2022 International Memorial Day Weekend Conference  

  Date        : 03/06/2022-06/06/2022 (Friday - Monday) 

  Registration Fee: FOC 

  Deadline     : 16/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Remark      : 1. Registration is through each district (particulars required include Chinese / English  
              name and language). Please WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching  
              WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

             2. All messages are to be streamed online through https://www.conf.lsmwebcast.com. 
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Time Hall Area Details 

07/05 (Sat)  

12 Block A Level 3 (badminton 
court), corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the corridors, clean the 
toilets, remove bird droppings 

7 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

10 Block B Ground Floor and 1st 
Floor (including main hall, dining 
area, toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider 
webs 

9 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mez-
zanine), corridors outside main 
hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets  

08/05 (LD)  
8 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 

C103, C104, garden in front of 
and behind Block C, and Block C  
Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, 
trim the flowerbeds and mow the 
grass etc. 

11 Block A Level 1 corridors, en-
trance staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, arrange the 
chairs and clean the toilets 

Date Time Session 

03/06 (Fri)  07:00 p.m. Session 1  

04/06 (Sat)   
10:00 a.m. Session 2 

07:00 p.m. Session 3 

10:00 a.m. Session 4 
05/06 (LD)  

07:00 p.m. Session 5 

06/06 (Mon)  07:00 p.m. Session 6 



 

 

7. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

8. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

9. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—3 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH 

Without Faith It Being Impossible to Please God 

Hebrews 11:6 says that without faith it is impossible to please God. This is a very strong word. To 
please God is to make God happy. Without faith it is impossible for you and me to make God happy. 
God could not and would not be happy with anyone without faith. This shows the importance of 
faith. 

According to the New Testament, we are the believers. The name Christian is used in the New 
Testament only three times (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16). But we are referred to repeatedly as 
believers in the New Testament. Galatians 6:10 says that we are the household of the faith, that is, 
the household of believers. The name Christian in its original usage was actually a nickname, not a 
proper name. Acts 11:26 says, “The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” The disciples 
were given such a nickname, a term of reproach, in Antioch. So in this sense, the name Christian is 
not a good name. If I came here to speak to you by addressing you as Christians, I would be like a 
Gentile professor giving you a lecture. But if I address you as believers, this makes a 
difference. Believers is a sweet title. 

First Peter 4:16 uses the title Christian, saying, “As a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this name.” Footnote 161 in the Recovery Version says, 

Gk. Christianos, a word formed from Latin. The ending ianos, denoting an adherent of someone, was 
applied to slaves belonging to the great families in the Roman Empire. One who worshipped the 
emperor, the Caesar, or Kaisar, was called Kaisarianos, which means an adherent of Kaisar, a person 
who belongs to Kaisar. When people believed in Christ and became His followers, some in the 
Empire came to consider Christ a rival of their Kaisar. Then, at Antioch (Acts 11:26) they began to 
call the followers of Christ Christianoi (Christians), adherents of Christ, as a nickname, a term of 
reproach. Hence, this verse says, “As a Christian, let him not be ashamed”; that is, if any believer 
suffers at the hands of the persecutors who contemptuously call him a Christian, he should not feel 
ashamed but should glorify God in this name. 

We should not prefer to call ourselves Christians. Instead, we are bonafide believers of Christ. The 
name Christian is not related to faith. But the title the believers is related to faith. Without this faith 
we can never please God. The only thing that can make our God happy every day is for us to believe 
in Him, to have faith. 

He Who Comes Forward to God 
Must Believe That God Is 

He who comes forward to God must believe that God is (Heb. 11:6b). This is very simple. God 
requires you only to believe that He is. The verb to be is actually the divine title of our Triune God. In 
Exodus 3 Moses asked God what His name was. God answered that His name is I Am Who I Am (vv. 
13-14). Our God’s name is the verb to be. He is I Am Who I Am. He is the only One. 
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Thus, when Jesus came, He declared that He was the I Am three times in John 8. He told the 
unbelieving Pharisees, “Unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins” (v. 24). He also said, 
“When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am” (v. 28). At the end of the chapter, 
the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” (v. 57). Jesus 
responded, “Truly, truly, I say to you, Before Abraham came into being, I am” (v. 58). According to 
grammar, this is the wrong tense. The Lord should have said, “Before Abraham came into being, I 
was.” But the Lord said that He is the I Am, indicating that He is the very Jehovah. This is why Paul 
says in Hebrews 11:6, “He who comes forward to God must believe that He is.” God is always, 
eternally, in the present tense. 

Revelation 1:4 and 5 say, “John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from 
Him who is and who was and who is coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of 
the earth.” In these verses we see the three of the Divine Trinity. God the Father is called by John in 
Revelation 1:4 “Him who is and who was and who is coming.” The One who is coming is the One who 
will be. This means that in the whole universe, nothing else is. Only One is. He is, because He is real. 
All other things created by Him are not real. This is why Solomon, the wise king, said that all things 
are vanity (Eccl. 1:2). You think you are, but you are vanity. Everything is vanity. The sun, the moon, 
the living creatures, the heavens, and the earth are all vanities. Only One is. This is, the verb to 
be, implies existing. He is the One who was existing, who is existing, and who is to be existing. No 
human language can adequately express what this title I Am means. 

Paul says that he who comes forward to God must believe that God is. A Chinese version says that 
when you come forward to God, you must believe that there is God. This is too shallow. The English 
translation is very good because it is equivalent to the Greek—we must believe that God is. This 
implies everything. Do you need God? God is. Do you need food? God is. This is why we use the 
word great in saying that Jesus is the great I Am. He told us, “I am...the life” (John 14:6a). “I am the 
resurrection” (11:25). “I am the door” (10:7, 9). “I am the good Shepherd” (v. 11). “I am the bread of 
life” (6:35). He is the real food. There is only one kind of food that is. This food is Jesus, the great I 
Am. He is the breath (20:22), the living water (4:10, 14), and the tree of life (15:1; 14:6a; Rev. 2:7). 
He is God (John 1:1; 20:28-29; Rom. 9:5), the Father (Isa. 9:6; John 14:9-10), the Son (Mark 1:1; 
John 20:31), and the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17; 1 Cor. 15:45b). He is everything to us. 

The Bible says that if you do not believe in Christ, you have no life (John 3:15-16, 36). When I was 
young, I could not understand this. I thought that as a strong boy, I did have life. Later, I realized 
that our life is a false one. It is not the life that is. This means that our life is not something that exists 
forever. We are today, but eventually, we will not be tomorrow. So in the whole universe we are 
nothing. I am nothing, our hall is nothing, Anaheim is nothing, California is nothing, the United 
States is nothing, and the whole globe is nothing! This is because they do not exist forever. The day 
will come when they will not exist; they will be over. Actually, the things that are seen are not the 
things that exist; they are vanities (2 Cor. 4:18). 

Then what is existing? Who exists? Only the great I Am—I Am Who I Am. He who comes forward to 
God must believe that God is. Faith is so critical. Without this, you can never make God happy. You 
must believe that God is. Let me illustrate. If a husband realized that only God is and he is not, then 
he would not love his wife by himself and in himself. Sisters, when you go shopping, if you realized 
that in the whole universe only God is, would you buy anything you want? You would realize, “I am 
not. I am nothing. I don’t go shopping, but He is, so He goes.” 

What is faith? Faith is to stop yourself from doing anything. You are nothing. Faith joins you with 
God to make God the only One who is. I am not, so I should not be the one who loves my wife. It 
should be Christ loving my wife. He is; I am not. I should not be the one to go shopping. He should 
be the One. When you pick up something on sale in the department store, you have to check, “He is, 
or I am?” 

Faith is to stop you from doing anything but to make God everything to you. This equals Paul’s word 
in Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 
in me.” Who lives? It is no longer I. I do not exist. I was terminated. I was crucified. I am finished. It 
is no more I, but it is Christ who lives in me. Christ lives. Christ is. Christ exists. I do not exist. This is 
the very essence of the short phrase believe that He is. To believe that God is implies that you are 
not. He must be the only One, the unique One, in everything, and we must be nothing in everything. 

The brothers need to ask themselves, “Is it me or Christ who is the husband to my wife?” If a sister 
has a husband who does not take Christ as the One who is, she will be miserable. But if her husband 
is Christ, she has the only Husband, the unique Husband. Only Christ is the Husband. No husbands 
are real husbands. They are all vanity. Do you come forward to God? If you say yes, then you have to 
believe that God is, implying that you are nothing. You are finished. 
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It would be good to speak a word like this at a wedding. The person marrying a couple could say to 
them, “Are you the dear bride, and are you the dear bridegroom?” The bridegroom should say, “No. I 
am not. But Christ is.” The bride should say, “I am not the bride. I am so ugly and poor. I am not 
pretty. Christ is the beautiful One. I am not the bride, but He is.” This is a believer. 

When you say what Paul said, “It’s no longer I, but Christ,” you believe that God is. To believe that 
God is, is so deep. It implies that you realize that you are not, but He is. You are not means that you 
do not exist. This is what the Bible means when it says to deny yourself. When a sister is about to be 
married, she needs to realize that she is nothing. She should not feel that she is the most beautiful 
and wonderful one. If she does, her marriage will be finished. That is not a believer’s marriage. A 
believer who is about to be married should say, “Lord, I am going to marry this man. Lord, You know 
I am nothing. I cannot be the proper wife. I am nothing, Lord.” What a blessing this is! This is the 
blessing of denying yourself in everything. 

The Lord Jesus said, “If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself” (Luke 9:23). This 
word is the same as what Paul said: “He who comes forward to God must believe that He is.” To deny 
yourself equals to believe that God is, and to believe that God is equals to deny yourself. This is 
because you believe that only He is. In the whole universe He is, and all of us are nothing. I should 
not be anything. I should not exist. Only He should be everything. Only He should exist. So Paul 
says, “I have been crucified. It is no longer I, but Christ.” 

When the apostle Paul was Saul, he was a very aggressive young man. Everything with him was “I, 
me, my, and mine.” With Saul it was “I first, my and mine in the middle, and me last.” Everything 
was Saul of Tarsus. But the Lord Jesus knocked him down on the road to Damascus, and Saul asked, 
“Who are You, Lord?” (Acts 9:5). The Lord said, “I am Jesus” (v. 5). The Lord was saying, “I am the 
great I Am. I am the One who is. You must believe that I am and you are not.” Eventually, Saul 
changed his name. Saul was over, and Paul came up (13:9 and footnote 1, Recovery Version). This 
Paul was the one who told us, “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” This is to 
believe that God is. 

Nothing can make the unique God happy except one thing. That is faith. Faith is to believe that God 
is. Then I would check with you, “If only God is, where are you?” The first stanza of Hymns, #483 
says, “Buried with Christ, and raised with Him too; / What is there left for me to do? / Simply to 
cease from struggling and strife, / Simply to walk in newness of life. / Glory be to God!” Where are 
you? You are in the tomb. Today who are you? You need to say, “It is no longer I, but Christ.” I would 
like again to refer to what Darby said: “O the joy of having nothing and being nothing, seeing nothing 
but a living Christ in glory, and being careful for nothing but His interests down here.” This is faith. 
We care for nothing but His interest. We should always say, “Not I, not me, not my, not mine; but 
He, Him, His. He is the first and the last and everything in between.” “Christ, only 
Christ” (see Hymns, #591—stanza 5). 

Why did John write the book of Revelation and declare, “Grace to you and peace from Him who is 
and who was and who is coming” (1:4)? This was because the degraded church had become too 
much. The biggest religious society on this earth is the Catholic Church. They use the term the 
Church, which refers to the pope. They do not say, “Christ says...” Instead, they say, “The pope 
says...” Whatever the pope says is what they do. But it should be no more the Catholic Church, no 
more the pope, but Christ. This is to believe that God is, and this is the faith of the believers. 

Only faith can make God happy, and faith is to believe that God is. It is not I, but Christ. To believe 
that God is, is the only way, the unique way, to make God happy, to please God. I would like to ask 
the sisters, “When you are combing your hair, who is combing it?” While you are combing your hair, 
you should say, “No longer I, but Christ.” But with many sisters it is not Christ, but them. If Christ 
were doing the combing, He would not comb your hair according to your way. You have to remember 
this. When you comb your hair, you should be able to say, “Praise the Lord. It is no longer I, but 
Christ.” You and I have to do everything in this way. 

When brothers come to visit me, quite often I pray, “Lord, the brothers are coming to see me. I am 
not the one who can meet their need. Lord, You are the One.” This is faith—believing that I should be 
out and believing that He should be in. I must deny myself in everything and trust in Him in 
everything. To deny yourself and to trust in Him is faith. This is to believe that God is. 

Even at the end of a ministry meeting, we may say, “Saints, now it is your turn to share.” But we have 
to say, “It is not our turn, but Christ’s turn.” If we live in this way, the riches of Christ will come out 
of our mouth. Quite often before coming to a meeting, I pray to the Lord, “Lord, I should not be the 
speaker, but You. I have been crucified, but You live in me. You should be the speaker.” This makes a 
big difference—to deny the self, to trust in the Lord, that is, to believe that God is.  (Crystallization-
study of the Epistle to the Romans, Chapter 7) 
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FRIENDS (Part 1) 

Scripture Reading: James 4:4; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Psa. 1; 1 Cor. 15:33 

I. THE BIBLE NOT EMPHASIZING FRIENDSHIP 

One thing special about the Bible is that it does not say much about friendship among God’s 
children. This does not mean that the word friend is never used in the Bible. The word is used 
numerous times in the Old Testament; we find it in Genesis and especially in Proverbs. In the New 
Testament we find the word in Matthew and Luke. But the friendship spoken of in the Bible 
primarily refers to friendship outside of Christ; the Bible does not say much about making friends 
with those who are in the Lord. If I remember correctly, the word friends is spoken of twice in Acts in 
relation to Christians. In the first instance, some among the Asiarch leaders were Paul’s friends. They 
entreated Paul not to venture into the theater (19:31). In the second instance, Julius treated Paul 
kindly and allowed him to go to his friends to receive care (27:3). In addition to these two verses, 3 
John 14 says, “The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.” As far as I know, these are the only 
three places in Acts and the Epistles that speak about the subject. This shows us that the Bible does 
not say much about the matter of friendship. 

The Bible does not emphasize friendship but instead emphasizes our relationship as brothers and 
sisters. It emphasizes the relationship of the brothers and sisters in the Lord. This is the basic and 
primary relationship. The Bible puts much more emphasis on this than on friendship. 

II. FRIENDSHIP BEING 
THE MOST IMPORTANT RELATIONSHIP IN THE WORLD 

What does friendship mean? An old man can be a friend to a young man. There can be friendship 
between husbands and wives. Fathers and sons can be friends with each other, and brothers and 
sisters also can be friends. Being a friend to someone means loving and communicating with that 
one; this is the only relationship that counts in a friendship. Among the different kinds of human 
relationships, there are blood relationships. This kind of relationship exists only between relatives. 
Friendship, however, is different from such relationships; it is sealed in mutual love. Friendship 
disregards all other relationships and binds two persons together through love. Friendship often 
exists between husband and wife, father and son, mother and daughter, or teacher and student. 
Friendship can develop between people of similar age, similar social standing, or similar era. 

Friendship is an important relationship for a person who has not believed in the Lord Jesus. Before a 
person accepts the Lord as Savior, he does not share any spiritual relationship in the Lord. This is 
why friendship is the most important relationship in the world to him. But among us, friendship is 
no longer the most important thing. Friendship is rarely mentioned in the New Testament. Our 
emphasis is on the relationship that exists between us as brothers and sisters in the Lord. Our 
relationship as friends in the Lord is much less significant. Friendship is not important among God’s 
children. 

Before we believe in the Lord, we do not have a spiritual relationship. We only have father and son, 
mother and daughter, teacher and student, and master and servant relationships. This is why 
friendship is an important matter to those who have not believed in the Lord. Two persons can be 
father and son to each other, but they can still have differences in standing. The same can be said of a 
mother and a daughter, a husband and a wife, and a master and his servant. Everyone can have his 
or her own standing. Blood relationships, however, are limited in number. Most persons can have 
between three and five blood relationships; those who have eight and ten such relationships are 
considered unusual. Other than these relationships, all other contacts are with friends. 

Man cannot be satisfied with family relationships alone. He cannot be satisfied with the teacher-
student relationship or any other social relationship alone. Man needs friendship. Friendship is 
based on love, not on the blood relationship. Many of our human relationships are inherited from 
birth; only friendship is by personal choice. This is why friendship is a most important matter to an 
unbeliever. Everyone has friends. A person can have three, five, eight, or ten friends. He can have 
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dozens or hundreds of friends if he is sociable enough. He can enjoy companionship, love, and 
fellowship among these friends. Friendship indeed occupies an important place in an unbeliever’s 
life. 

If an unbeliever does not have any friends, he must not be a very likable person. He may be 
somewhat abnormal or have a sick personality; he may be very hard to get along with; or perhaps his 
untrustworthiness or peculiarities have discouraged others from making friends with him. Under 
normal circumstances, a man always has friends. 

III. GOD’S COMMAND BEING FOR US 
TO TERMINATE OUR WORLDLY FRIENDSHIP 

God, however, has ordained that we terminate our friendships after we have believed in the Lord 
Jesus. 

A. Friendship of the World Being Enmity with God 

James spoke of friendship of the world (James 4:4). The world here means “worldly people.” “The 
friendship of the world is enmity with God.” Please remember that the love for the Father is not in us 
if we love the world (1 John 2:15). To be a friend of worldly people is to be an enemy of God. 

A new believer must be very clear that as soon as he becomes a Christian, he has to replace all of his 
friends. If you have just accepted the Lord, you must replace your friends. This is the same as 
changing one’s attire and everything else when one believes in the Lord. Friends also need to be 
changed. One has to have an entirely different set of friends. I know what I am talking about. A new 
believer will live a poor and shallow spiritual life if he does not change his friends. A person should 
terminate all of his old friendships as soon as he believes in the Lord. It is wonderful to note that 
when God’s love comes in, man’s love departs. When the Lord’s life comes into us, the world can no 
longer be a friend to us. 

But our Lord did not say that we have to hate the world in order to love God. This does not mean that 
we have to ignore the world or that we can no longer greet our friends on the street. Rather, it means 
that whoever befriends the world is at enmity with God. We do not have to treat the world as our 
enemy, but our deep friendship and our devotion to fellowship with it must be terminated. We may 
still love our friends, but now our goal should be to save them. We may still treat them as friends, but 
our goal should be like that of Cornelius—to bring them the gospel. Cornelius invited two groups of 
people when Peter came to his house: his relatives and his intimate friends (Acts 10:24). He knew 
that God wanted him to invite Peter, and he invited his relatives and intimate friends as well to listen 
to the gospel. This is the goal of our continued acquaintance; it is not to maintain our former ties. A 
man cannot stop knowing a person whom he has known already. A friend is still a friend. One cannot 
cut off his relationship with those who have been acquainted with him for years. Dealing with our 
friendship means that we have a turn in the Lord. It means that all former relationships cease. From 
this point forward, we still talk to our friends when we see them. We still discuss things with them if 
we have problems. But we have a new life, while they do not have such a life. Our relationship should 
not ignore this change in life. A person becomes a friend by first becoming acquainted with another, 
then by loving him, and finally by socializing with him. If we continue such a relationship with our 
friends after we are saved, we are at enmity with God, and spontaneously we will not be able to go on 
in a proper way. 

In running a race, the lighter the weight one has on his body, the better it is. The more one deals with 
sins, the lighter his weight will be. The more recompenses one makes, the lighter his burdens will be. 
The more friends you leave behind, the less weight you will have. If you add a few friends to yourself, 
you will find yourself being pressed down. I have seen many brothers and sisters who have been held 
down by their friends. They cannot be absolute to God’s way; it is hard for them to be good 
Christians. An unbeliever’s standard of morality and conduct will always be that of an unbeliever’s. 
They may not drag you down, but they will surely not lift you up. 

B. Not Being Dissimilarly Yoked 
with an Unbeliever 
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Second Corinthians 6:14 says, “Do not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers.” Many people 
think that this is a word for marriage. I agree that being dissimilarly yoked does imply marriage, but 
it also describes all other relationships between believers and unbelievers. 

1. Being Dissimilarly Yoked with the World 
Not Being a Blessing but a Suffering 

“Do not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers.” This is a general statement. What does it 
mean? We have to go on to see the following questions: “For what partnership do righteousness and 
lawlessness have? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? And what concord does Christ 
have with Belial? Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever? And what agreement does 
the temple of God have with idols? For we are the temple of the living God, even as God said, ‘I will 
dwell among them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people.’ 
Therefore ‘come out from their midst and be separated, says the Lord, and do not touch what is 
unclean; and I will welcome you’; ‘and I will be a Father to you, and you will be sons and daughters 
to Me, says the Lord Almighty’” (2 Cor. 6:14-18). All of these questions issue from the first statement: 
“Do not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers.” This is a positive statement. It is the basic 
premise. After this basic premise, five questions follow. These questions show us that believers and 
unbelievers are not compatible with one another and cannot be similarly yoked. 

I hope you will realize that although we live in the same society as those in the world today, we 
cannot build up an intimate relationship with them, whether it be with respect to a business venture, 
general friendship, or marital union. If an unbeliever and a believer are together, sooner or later they 
will end up with trouble. Believers have their standard, and unbelievers have theirs. Believers have 
their ideologies, and unbelievers have theirs. Believers have their views, and unbelievers have theirs. 
If the two are put together, the result will not be blessing, but sorrow. The two hold different views, 
opinions, ethical standards, and moral judgments. Everything is different. One pulls one way, while 
the other pulls the opposite way. Putting both under the same yoke would simply break the yoke. The 
believer either has to go along with the unbeliever or break the yoke. 

I wish all new believers would realize that when believers and unbelievers are put together, the 
believers always suffer. We should never think that we can pull the unbelievers in our direction. If we 
want to pull them in our direction, we do not have to do it by making friends with them. I can tell you 
that I have tried to pull my old friends in my direction, but I did not try to maintain my old 
friendship with them. We can win our old friends over to our side without trying to maintain our old 
friendships with them. If we try to maintain our friendships, they will probably win us over to their 
side. 

C. H. Spurgeon once gave a good illustration. A young lady came to him and told him that she 
wanted to make friends with an unbeliever. She said that she wanted to bring him to the Lord and 
then become engaged to him. Mr. Spurgeon asked the young lady to climb up on a high table. She 
did as he asked. By then Mr. Spurgeon was already quite an old man. He told the young lady to hold 
his hand and try her best to pull him up. She tried very hard but could not do it. Mr. Spurgeon then 
said, “Now let me pull you down,” and with one jerk, she was down on the ground. He said, “It is 
easy to be pulled down but hard to pull someone up.” This answered the girl’s question. Please 
remember that pulling someone up is always hard. It is very difficult to pull an unbeliever up, but it 
is easy for him to pull you down. Many people have been pulled down by unbelievers. Many brothers 
and sisters are pulled down by their friends because they have not dealt with the problem of 
friendships. 

New believers should tell all their friends that they have believed in the Lord Jesus. They must open 
their mouth to testify and confess that they have received the Lord. Whenever they see their friends 
again, they must bring the Lord to them. I had many friends when I was in school. After believing in 
the Lord, I would take out my Bible, sit down with them, and talk about the Lord whenever I saw 
them. My conduct before I was a Christian was very poor. At the least I had learned to gamble and I 
enjoyed going to the theater. I was easily dragged into these things by my friends. But after I believed 
in the Lord, I would take out my Bible whenever I sat down with them. After I became known for 
doing this, my friends began to leave me alone. This was good for me because they stopped including 
me in their activities. Had I not done that, it would have been unavoidable for me to be dragged 
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away. We would rather not be welcomed by our friends than be pulled away by them. It is best to 
keep a mild friendship with them, but do not pursue intimate friendship. Be polite and courteous. Do 
not lose your friends, but do not become deeply involved with them. We belong to the Lord, and we 
should always bring the Lord to them. 

If you serve the Lord faithfully and bring the Lord to your friends in this way, sooner or later they 
will either turn to the Lord or forsake you. These are the only two possibilities. There is hardly a third 
possible outcome. They will either follow you and take the same way, or they no longer will bother 
you. This will work to a new believer’s advantage; it will save him much trouble. A person will be 
dragged away by an unbeliever if the two bear the same yoke, because he has to disobey the Lord in 
order to maintain his close friendship with the world. 

2. Five Questions on 
Not Being Dissimilarly Yoked 

First, “For what partnership do righteousness and lawlessness have?” You have believed in the Lord 
and you know what righteousness is. You must deal with your former unrighteousnesses. You must 
deal with whatever you owe to others. But unbelievers, even the most moral ones, do not know what 
righteousness means. The two are diametrically the opposite of each other. Righteousness and 
unrighteousness have no partnership with each other. We cannot take advantage of others in even 
the smallest way. Perhaps some people like to take advantage of others. In the past you might have 
thought that this was smart, but now you realize that this is unrighteousness. How can righteousness 
have partnership with unrighteousness? Your views are basically different now. Thus, righteousness 
can have no partnership with unrighteousness. 

Second, “What fellowship does light have with darkness?” You have been enlightened, and now you 
see. The other person is in darkness and cannot see. A child of God, who has made some progress on 
his spiritual journey already and who has some depth in the Lord, will find it difficult even to 
fellowship with a fleshly Christian who lives in darkness. How much more difficult would it be for 
him to commune with one who is totally in darkness and sees nothing? At least you have been 
enlightened by God. Here is a basic contradiction: Light has no fellowship with darkness. 
Unbelievers can do many things. Their philosophies, ethical standards, and outlook on life are 
different from those of believers. Believers are in the light, while unbelievers are in darkness. How 
can they fellowship and commune with one another? They are basically different in nature. 

Third, “And what concord does Christ have with Belial?” Belial refers to Satan and contemptible 
things. Satan is surely contemptible. We belong to the Lord, while unbelievers belong to Belial. We 
are honorable (1 Pet. 2:9), and they are cheap. We were bought with a high price, with the blood of 
the Son of God, not with corruptible gold and silver. We have our Christian standing, our dignity as 
believers. There are many things which we cannot do. I can bargain with a rickshaw-coolie within a 
reasonable limit. But it would be wrong for me to bargain beyond that limit. We are Christians, and 
we cannot go beyond certain limits. We cannot bargain too much with others. We must not lose our 
Christian dignity. We are worth more than the few cents that we bargain for. We cannot lower 
ourselves to the level of the street hawkers. We have to maintain our Christian standing and our 
Christian dignity. 

Some people belong to Belial. They may do many things. They may take advantage of others or make 
gain for themselves. But we cannot do the same things. We have our Christian honor and status. 
How can these two kinds of people be in harmony with one another? One is pulling to one side, and 
the other is pulling to the opposite side. The two cannot be yoked together. Putting them under one 
yoke will not work. The yoke will surely break. 

Please remember that many people are not that honorable. They are, in fact, rather ignoble. 
Christians, however, are noble people. The two are totally different; they cannot be yoked together. 
After one becomes a Christian, he cannot develop strong friendship with unbelievers, because he is 
incompatible with them. 

...to be continued 
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