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In His work of creation God accomplished many things. However, Genesis 1 does not reveal what kind of 
God our God is….The law was given that we might have a portrait, a description, of God and thereby 
understand what He is. For this reason, God considers the law as His testimony. As a testimony of God, 
the law is a type of Christ. Christ is the living portrait of God, His living definition and description. 
Therefore, Christ is the real testimony of God.  

The tabernacle is called the Tabernacle of the Testimony (Exo. 38:21), because the testimony is in the 
Ark, and the Ark is in the tabernacle. In…Exodus, when we speak of the Ark of the Testimony or the 
Tabernacle of the Testimony, we should understand that the word testimony refers to the law. However, 
it refers to the law as a definition of God, not as commandments for people to keep. (Life-study of 
Exodus, pp. 983)  

The Ark, which was made of acacia wood covered with gold, was a type of Christ as the embodiment of 
the moving and working God. The Ark was placed in the inner chamber of the tabernacle, the Holy of 
Holies, and thus became the center of the tabernacle. On the lid of the Ark God came to contact His 
people. There God’s righteousness was appeased, and God and man could have peace and harmony with 
each other. This was also God’s oracle, where God spoke to man. The Ark was respected to the uttermost 
by the Jewish people because they considered that the Ark was God’s presence. To go to the Ark was to go 
to God. 

The Ark of God was usurped by the elders of the people of Israel, who were degraded from the line of 
God’s economy (1 Sam. 4:1-8). The elders usurped the Ark in their superstition for their fighting against 
the Philistines. Because the children of Israel had been defeated by the Philistines, the elders of Israel 
proposed that the people take the Ark of God from the tabernacle in Shiloh into battle with them. The 
elders said, “Let us take for ourselves the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah from Shiloh that it may come 
into our midst, and thus save us from the hand of our enemies” (v. 3b). When the Ark came into the 
camp, the people were glad and “all Israel shouted with a great shout” (v. 5). They trusted in the system 
ordained by God, but they did not trust in God directly. They should have repented to God of their failure 
and inquired of Him as to what He wanted them to do. Before bringing the Ark of God out of the 
tabernacle, they should have checked with God as Joshua did at Jericho (Josh. 6:2-4). The elders knew 
the history of Jericho, but because they had become degraded, not having any heart for God’s desire or 
His eternal economy, their situation was absolutely different.  

In 1 Samuel 4 the elders of Israel were actually usurping God. At that time, God did not intend to move. 
The children of Israel had no thought of or concern for God’s economy, and their bringing out the Ark 
indicated that they were usurping God for their safety, peace, rest, and profit. They were usurping God, 
even forcing Him, to go out with them.  

Today many Christians usurp God by praying for their prosperity, health, or family without any 
consideration of God’s economy. When we ask God for His healing, we must be fully related to His 
economy. If you are ill, you should not pray for healing in the way of usurping God. On the contrary, from 
the depths of your spirit you should say, “Lord, I am not here on earth for my health, my prosperity, my 
children, or my work. I am here for Your economy. Do You still want me to live on earth for Your 
economy? I have seen Your economy, I realize that You need Nazarites, and I have a heart to be a 
Nazarite for You. As one who has been born of God and who has the life and nature of God, I ask You 
what is on Your heart concerning me.” If God intends that you continue living on earth for His economy, 
you will be healed, either through a physician or through some other way. The point here is that, instead 
of usurping God, we must pray, live, and be persons according to God’s heart and for His economy. (Life-
study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 146, 21-23)  
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2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  4: THE HISTORY OF THE ARK AND THE TABERNACLE  



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 19.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 30 & 31. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Parents (Part 3).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-10). 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 4. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 14 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 8 (V-VIII). College student  
  pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 10 (V-X).  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

24/04/2022 
Lord’s Day 

25/04/2022 
Monday 

26/04/2022 
Tuesday 

27/04/2022 
Wednesday 

28/04/2022 
Thursday 

29/04/2022 
Friday 

30/04/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 2:40-52 3:1-20 3:21-38 4:1-13 4:14-30 4:31-44 5:1-26 

1. Malay Speaking Blending Conference 
  Date         :  30/04/2022-02/05/2022    Registration fee  : RM10 per pax 
  Platform      :  ZOOM              Deadline      : 25/04/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include name,  
              gender, contact number). The fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the church.  
              Please state on the remittance receipt “BM2022” and your respective district (e.g.,  
              H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account  
              (+6082-482258).  
           
2. Children Serving Ones’ Perfecting Meeting 
  Date         : 03/05/2022 (Tuesday) 
  Time        : 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. (Lunch will be provided after the meeting) 
  Registrants     : Children serving ones. Saints from each community district (at least 4) are encouraged to  
              register in order to enter into the burden of children service corporately. 
  Venue        : B200 
  Deadline      : 25/04/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include name) 
              and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account 
              (+6082-482258).  
 
3. July 2022 Semiannual Training 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Registration fee  : RM30 per pax          Deadline      : 02/05/2022 (Monday) 
  Remark       :  
  1. Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include Chinese & English  

   name, gender, language, contact number). The fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the  
   church. Please state on the  remittance receipt “VT07” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and  
   WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

  2. There will be a sharing session after each video session. The ZOOM meeting ID and password for the  
   sharing session will be announced later. Participants may join right away after each message. Trainees  
   must learn to exercise aggressively to prepare a 2-minute sharing for at least  4 times, to flow out the  
   riches of Christ. Under the requirements of the training, trainees must not be absent without reason (at  
   most  twice) and must apply leave from the training coordinator (Brother David Wong). 

  3. There will be a pre-training session before the training on 10/07/2022 (Lord’s Day evening) 
    8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Attendance is compulsory for the registrants. 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 
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Date Time 

27/07-28/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 30/07-31/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Date Time 

13/07-14/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 16/07-17/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Saints (parents) who are attending the Lord’s table meeting at Kenyalang meeting hall may bring their children to 
A109 (Dining Hall) at 11.00 a.m. as the children meeting (Chinese group) will resume from from 24/04 onwards. 

LORD’S DAY CHILDREN SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 



 

 

4. 2022 Blending Conference of the Churches in East Malaysia (via ZOOM) 

  Date         :  01/06/2022-02/06/2022      

  Deadline      :  09/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Registration fee  :  RM10 per pax 

  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include  

              Chinese & English name, gender, age, language). The fees are to be remitted to the  

              bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt “EMBC” and your  

              respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching  

              WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

 

5. Youth Perfecting Conference 

  Date         : 04/06/2022-06/06/2022 

  Time        : 8.00 a.m.—5.00 p.m. (Daily) 

  Venue        : B200 

  Registration Fee : RM30 per pax 

  Deadline      : 09/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks      : 

  1. The registration form can be collected from the office or downloaded directly via the following link.  

    (https://cogkch.tiny.us/622-ypcform). 

  2. The fees can also be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  

    “Youth06” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in  

    Kuching  WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

 

6. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

7. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

8. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

Date Session Time 

01/06/2022 (Wed) 

Session 1 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. 

Session 2 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 3 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

02/06/2022 (Thu) 

Session 4 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. 

Session 5 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 6 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  
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01/05/2022 Hall 3 08/05/2022 Hall 4 
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THE WAY OF FAITH 

THE CHRISTIAN WAY BEING THE WAY OF FAITH 

The Epistle to the Hebrews is probably the only book in the New Testament that speaks of how we 
follow the Lord on His pathway. Although 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:13-14, and 2 Timothy 
4:7-8 cover the matter of running the course, they stress being regulated, being faithful, and running 
for the prize. They do not speak concerning the source of our motivation in following the Lord or of 
our pathway before the Lord. Only Hebrews shows the pathway and the source of our motivation in 
following the Lord. 

The root of the word Hebrew means “to pass over,” specifically to pass over a river; that is, to pass 
over from one side of a river to the other side. After traveling on a long journey, a person passes from 
one side to another. This is the meaning of the word Hebrew. Hence, in the book of Hebrews all 
those who have been called by God to follow the Lord are to take the way of river crossing. They are 
to cross from one side to another. We need to cross over from earthly things to the heavenly things, 
from the temporal to the eternal, from the Old Testament to the New Testament, and from the things 
outside of the Son of God to the things in the Son of God. Furthermore, we need to cross over from 
ourselves to God. These items are included in Hebrews. 

This book focuses on our crossing over from the things of the present to the things in the future. 
Hence, the way of river crossing is the way of faith. Whenever there is a problem with our faith, we 
immediately encounter difficulties. This way of faith is not referred to in 1 Corinthians, Philippians, 
or 2 Timothy, even though they speak of running the race. Only Hebrews speaks of the way of faith. 
Furthermore, according to Hebrews, the motivating power for Christians to take the way of faith lies 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. The motivating power for us to take the way of faith lies in our knowledge of 
Him. 

Hebrews first presents the superiority of Christ, the Son of God. Then in chapter 11 it presents the 
way of faith. The first part of the Epistle gives us the knowledge of the Son of God, and the second 
part, the way of faith. The way that we take is the way of faith, and the motivating power for us to 
take this way is our knowledge of the Son of God. The extent to which we know the Lord is the extent 
to which we will be motivated. Our motivating power depends entirely on our knowledge of the Lord. 

Therefore, at the end of Hebrews the author connects our faith to our knowledge of the Son of God. 
On the one hand, our way is the way of faith; on the other hand, the motivation for us to take this 
way depends on our knowledge and revelation of the Son of God. Hence, the Son of God should 
always be set before us. Our mind and our emotion should be occupied with Him, and what we gaze 
at, observe, and look away to should be the Lord. He is the attraction and the motivation. He attracts 
us to walk the way that is set before us, and He motivates us to walk this way. 

LEARNING TO LIVE BY FAITH DURING TRIALS 

The Lord tries the faith of those who serve Him. In the future we will be placed into periods of longer 
and more difficult trials. In the days to come there will be many such trials. 

There will be many aspects to these trials. Some trials will affect our feelings. They will cause us to 
lose our interest in serving the Lord, to lose our sense of the sweetness in taking this way, and to 
even lose our sense of encouragement from the Lord. Some trials will be problems in our family or 
problems related to our health. Some trials may be related to material things and financial matters. 
We may experience poverty and hardships. Some trials may be related to our work for the Lord. We 
may lack power and light, be unclear, and lack the Lord’s leading. Our present situation will change, 
and we will not be able to touch the Lord’s heart or know what to do. Many of us may become 
unclear and uncertain about the Lord’s way and the Lord’s heart. Some trials may be related to the 
result of our work. We may labor and work without seeing any results. Some trials may be related to 
our co-workers. They may neither understand us, sympathize with us, nor open to us. These are all 
trials. 

The Lord’s trials in me have not decreased; rather, they have increased in number and in depth. The 
desire in the Lord’s heart is for us to mature, to do His work, and to gain spiritual weight. To this end 
He is determined to bring us into trials. We will be unable to follow the Lord as we did in the past, 
when we followed the Lord according to our feelings of excitement, prosperity, and blessings and 
according to the evident results of our work. If we consider the past ten years, we will see that the 
Lord has been gradually bringing us into trials and decreasing our excitement and the sense of 
sweetness that we once experienced. The Lord is bringing us into a situation in which we cannot 
follow our feelings. 

It may not be possible for us to give up this way; however, if we continue, we will not see the results 
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PARENTS (Part 3) 

3. Teaching Children to Accept Defeat 
and to Learn Humility 

A Christian needs to know how to appreciate others. It is easy to be victorious, but it is hard to accept 
defeat. We can find champions who are humble, but it is rare to find losers who are not bitter. This is 
not a Christian attitude. Those who are good in some areas should learn to be humble and not 
boastful. At the same time, when a person is defeated he should learn to accept his defeat. Children 
are very competitive. It is all right for them to be competitive; they want to win at ball games, track 
meets, and in their school work. You have to show them that it is right for them to study well at 
school, but they have to learn to be humble. Encourage them to be humble. Tell them that there are 
many other students who may be better than they are. When they are defeated, you need to teach 
them to accept their defeat with grace. A child’s problem often has to do with these attitudes. After a 
game the winner is proud, while the loser will complain that the judge was not fair or that he made 
the wrong judgment because the sun was glaring in his face. You should help them to develop a 
humble character. They should be under Christian admonition and should develop Christian 

of the past, and we will be unable to sense any sweetness. When this happens, we can be assured that 
the Lord has brought us into trials. When the Lord brings us into trials, He will place us on the 
pathway of faith. In the initial stages of the work we were excited and had results; however, we were 
not on the pathway of faith. It is not until we enter into trials that we will walk on the pathway of 
faith. 

The Lord brought the Hebrew believers into trials by which all that they had regarded as precious 
gradually disappeared. Therefore, they became confused and grew weary and fainted in their souls. It 
was against such a background that the apostle wrote this book to show the Hebrew believers who 
the Son of God is and how the Lord took the pathway of faith. The Lord, whom they followed, went 
outside the camp in order to enter within the veil (Heb. 13:12; 10:19-20). After speaking concerning 
the Lord, the apostle tells the believers to have the endurance that is produced from their knowledge 
of the Lord—their faith. Once we lose our faith, we also lose endurance. Toward God we need to have 
endurance and faith. Paul gives the history of the witnesses of faith, beginning with the first witness 
of faith in the Old Testament—Abel. The apostle lists the witnesses in order to show that those in the 
Old Testament who followed God took the way of faith. They lived a life of faith. 

Romans 1:17 says, “The righteous shall have life and live by faith.” The phrase shall have life is related 
to salvation. In Hebrews 10:38, however, the same phrase is rendered as, “My righteous one shall live 
by faith.” The emphasis in Hebrews is living. Paul seems to be saying, “Daily you are being put into 
trials so that you learn to live by faith.” When there is no excitement, no encouragement, no 
attraction, and no power to go on, we need faith, not sight. We need to live by faith. 

This is the principle of faith. The saints in the Old Testament took the pathway of faith. For example, 
Abraham left Ur of Chaldea and went to Canaan by faith. In the land of Canaan it did not seem that 
he was walking by faith, but he was still walking with God. Even though he could not see God, 
Abraham walked with God his whole life. Abraham did not gain anything, yet he took the way by 
faith. When he finished his journey and departed from the world, he had not gained an inheritance, 
nor had he seen anything. Abraham had lived by faith (Heb. 11:8-10). 

Sooner or later the Lord will bring us to a situation in which faith is the only way to follow Him. The 
day will come when the encouragement we received and the things we relied on in the past will 
vanish. Even the support from the church, the encouragement from the brothers and sisters, the 
fellowship of the co-workers, and the mutual care will vanish. We may pursue them, but they will 
vanish. We may seek them for encouragement, but they will be against us. Perhaps we will feel that 
the church no longer supplies us and has become a problem to us. We may also feel that the brothers 
and sisters do not support us; on the contrary, they are problems. We may also feel that instead of 
having fellowship with the co-workers, they have become a trial to us. Sooner or later the Lord will 
put us in such situations. 

I am concerned that some of us may not be able to take this way to the end. Perhaps some will fall, 
and others will turn back. They will “shrink back” (10:39). To shrink back does not refer to eternal 
perdition; it refers to destruction or ruin. Whenever we shrink back, all our previous efforts are 
nullified. We have consecrated ourselves, given up the world, followed the Lord, forsaken certain 
things for His sake, and worked for Him. We have learned many lessons before the Lord and have 
walked with Him. However, if we shrink back, everything will be nullified. The result of our previous 
efforts will be lost. (Christ Making His Home in Our Heart and the Building Up of the Church, 
Chapter 11) 
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character. They can win, and when they lose they can also appreciate others. Admitting defeat is a 
virtue. The Chinese are greatly lacking in this virtue. Most Chinese blame others when they are 
defeated instead of conceding with grace. You must nurture your children in the discipline and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Many children say that their teacher plays favorites when others do well on tests. When they do not 
do well themselves, they say their teacher does not like them. Here we see the need for humility. 
Christians must have the virtue of accepting defeat. If others are good, we have to say promptly that 
they are good. We also have to accept defeat and concede that others are smarter, more hard 
working, or better than us. It is a Christian virtue to accept defeat. When we win, we should not look 
down upon everyone else. This attitude is unworthy of a Christian. When others are better than us, 
we have to appreciate them. Others may jump higher or be stronger than us. We should train our 
children to acknowledge achievement in others, while they are still living at home with us. This 
training will help them understand themselves when they grow up as Christians. We should know 
ourselves and appreciate those who are better than us. If our children are this way, it will be easy for 
them to experience spiritual things. 

4. Teaching Children to Choose 

I hope that we will pay attention to this matter. In many aspects we have to teach our children 
according to the discipline of the Lord. From their youth, we should give them a chance to make their 
own choices. We should not make every choice for them until they reach the age of eighteen or 
twenty. If we do, it will be impossible for them to make any decisions when they grow up. We have to 
always give them the opportunity to make decisions. Give them the chance to choose what they like 
and what they do not like. We have to show them whether their choices are right. Give them the 
chance to choose and then show them the right choice. Let them see it for themselves. Some like to 
wear short dresses. Some prefer one kind of color, while others prefer another kind of color. Let 
them make the choices by themselves. 

Some people do not give their children the opportunity to make choices. As a result, when their 
children reach their twenties and marry someone, they do not know how to be the head. You can tell 
them that the husband is the head of the wife, but they will not know how to be the head. You must 
not allow them to wait until they are married to find out that they do not know how to be the head. If 
at all possible, give your children plenty of opportunity to make decisions. When they grow up, they 
will then know what to do. They will know what is wrong and what is right. Give a child 
opportunities to make choices from the time he is young. I will say a word to all those who have 
children: “Give them a chance to choose.” Otherwise, many Chinese children will be damaged when 
they grow up. The damage is often manifested when the children are between the ages of eighteen 
and twenty. They act in irresponsible ways at this age because they have never been called upon to 
make any choices. We must teach our children according to the discipline of the Lord. We must teach 
our children to make choices rather than making all the choices for them. We have to let our children 
know whether they have made the right choices. 

5. Teaching Children to Manage Things 

We must also teach our children to manage things. We must give them the opportunity to take care 
of their personal belongings, to manage their own shoes, socks, and other affairs. Give them a little 
instruction and then let them try to manage things by themselves. Let them know how things should 
be handled from their youth. Some children have a bad start because their fathers love them blindly 
and do not know how to train them. As Christians, we have to train our children to manage their 
things properly. 

I believe if the Lord is gracious to us, we will gain half of our increase from among our own children 
and the other half from the “sea” (i.e., the world). If all the increase is from the sea and none is from 
among our own children, we will not have a strong church. Paul’s generation could be saved directly 
from the world, but the generation after Paul, men like Timothy, came in through their families. We 
cannot expect our increase to always come from the world. We have to expect the second generation, 
men like Timothy, to come from our own families. God’s gospel does save men from the world, but 
we also need to bring in men like Timothy. Before the church will be rich, there must be 
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grandmothers like Lois and mothers like Eunice who raise, edify, and nurture their children in the 
discipline of the Lord. If there are no such people, the church will never be rich. We must give our 
children the opportunity to manage things from their youth. We must give them the chance to learn 
to arrange things by themselves. Hold family meetings frequently and allow the children to make 
decisions. If we have to rearrange the furniture, involve them in its rearrangement. If we have to 
rearrange the cupboard, involve them in its rearrangement. Teach them to manage things. Whether 
we have daughters or sons, we have to teach them to manage things. Then they will become a good 
husband or a good wife in the future. 

What is our situation today? Girls should be cared for by their mothers. But many mothers do not 
take care of them, and the burden is turned over to the church. Boys should be cared for by their 
fathers. But many fathers do not take care of them, and the burden is also passed on to the church. 
As a consequence, as men are saved and brought into the church, the business burden of the church 
doubles. This is because those who are parents do not live properly as Christian parents. After the 
church preaches the gospel and saves men, it has to deal with all kinds of family problems associated 
with these men. But if parents are responsible for the proper nurturing of their children, and if the 
children are brought up in the church, the church will be relieved of half of its burdens. In Shanghai I 
have often felt that the workers should not be handling the many affairs that they handle; those 
affairs should be handled by the parents. The parents do not teach their children well, and these 
children drift into the world. As a result, we have to rescue them back from the world and pick up the 
burden of teaching them ourselves. This creates much work for the church. 

H. Leading the Children 
to the Knowledge of the Lord 

Eighth, we must lead them to the knowledge of the Lord. A family altar is indeed necessary. In the 
Old Testament the tabernacle was linked to the altar. In other words the family is linked to service 
and consecration to God. No family can go on without prayer and the reading of the Word. This is 
especially true with families that have children. 

1. Meetings That Are on the Level of the Children 

Some families fail in their prayer and Bible-reading time because their family meetings are too long 
and too deep. The children do not understand what is going on. They do not know why you are 
asking them to sit there. I do not like it when families invite us to their homes to speak about deep 
doctrines and then force their children to sit with them. Some home meetings go on for one or two 
hours about difficult doctrines. This is indeed a great suffering for the children. Yet many parents 
have no feeling about this. The children sit there, but they do not understand. For example, if the 
topic is on the book of Revelation, how can they understand it? The home meetings must suit the 
children. These family meetings are not designed for you; your meeting is in the meeting hall. Do not 
impose your standard on your family. What you do in the family must suit the taste of your children 
and must be on their own level. 

2. Encouraging and Attracting 

Another problem with some home meetings is that there is little love in them. It is neither the 
father’s attraction nor the mother’s attraction that draws the children to these meetings; it is the 
whip that keeps them there. They do not want to join. But they come because there is the threat of 
the whip. If you take away the whip, they will not come. This will never work. You must think of 
some ways to attract them and encourage them. Do not punish them. Never beat your children for 
not attending your family worship hour. If you beat them once, you may create a problem in them for 
the rest of their lives. Parents must attract their children to the family worship hour. Do not force 
them to come. This will only result in terrible consequences. 

3. Meeting Once in the Morning 
and Once in the Evening 

We suggest having two home meetings a day, one in the morning and one in the evening. The father 
should lead the morning time and the mother should lead the evening time. Get up a little earlier. 
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The parents must not remain in bed after the children have taken their breakfast and gone to school. 
If you have children at home, you have to wake up earlier. Have a little time together before the 
children go to school. Your meeting should be short, living, and never long. Perhaps ten minutes is 
enough. Fifteen minutes is the longest it should be. Never exceed fifteen minutes and do not be 
shorter than five minutes. Ask everyone of them to read a verse. The father should take the lead to 
pick out a few phrases and speak about them. If the children can memorize something, ask them to 
memorize. Do not quote a whole verse. Ask them to remember the meaning of a sentence. At the end 
of the meeting the father or the mother should offer a prayer for God’s blessing. Do not offer lofty or 
deep prayers. Pray about things that children can understand. Do not be long. Be simple. Then send 
them to school. 

Every time you sit down for your meal, you should thank the Lord for it. Whether it is breakfast, 
lunch, or dinner, you should be sincere in your thanksgiving. Help your children to give thanks. The 
evening meeting should be a little longer, and the mother should lead it. It is not necessary to read 
the Bible at night, but the family needs to pray together. In particular, the mother has to gather the 
children together and talk to them. While the father is sitting next to her, the mother should 
encourage the children to speak up. Ask them whether they had any problems that day. Ask whether 
they fought with one another and whether anything was bothering them. If a mother cannot make 
her children speak up, something must be wrong. It is a failure of the mother to allow a barrier to 
exist between herself and her children. The mother must be at fault if the children are afraid to speak 
to her. They should be free to speak up. The mother must learn to bring out the things that are in her 
children’s hearts. If they do not want to speak up that day, ask them the next day. Guide the children. 
Let them pray a little and teach them to say a few words. This meeting must be living. Ask them to 
confess their sins, but do not force them. There must not be any pretense. Everything must be done 
in a very natural way. Let them take some initiative themselves. If they have something to confess, let 
them confess. If they have nothing to confess, do not force them. There must not be any pretense. 
The pretense found in many children is the result of pressure from strict parents. Children do not tell 
lies, but you can force them to tell lies. The parents should lead them to pray in a simple way one by 
one. Make sure that everyone prays. Finally, conclude with a prayer of your own. But do not be long. 
Once your prayer becomes long, children become bored. Feed them according to their capacity. Once 
you try to do too much, you will overburden them. Pray a few sentences with them and then let them 
go to sleep. 

4. Paying Attention to Their Repentance 

Let them know the meaning of sin. Everyone sins. You must pay attention to the matter of their 
repentance and then bring them to the Lord. After some time you should ask them to receive the 
Lord sincerely. Then bring them to the church and let them be a part of the church. In this way you 
will lead your children to the knowledge of God. 

I. The Atmosphere in the Family Being Love 

Ninth, the atmosphere in the family should be one of love. Some become psychologically abnormal 
or withdrawn because they do not have love at home. 

The way a child grows up depends on the atmosphere in his family. If a child does not receive any 
loving nurturing as he grows up, he will become stubborn, individualistic, and rebellious. Many 
people cannot get along with others in their adult life because they did not experience love in the 
family as a child. They saw only quarrels, arguments, and fights in the family. Children from such 
families grow up abnormally. Those who come from such abnormal families surely grow up to be 
lonely people. They will be antagonistic toward others. Because they feel inferior in their heart, they 
try to boost their self-image by considering themselves better than others. All those who have an 
inferiority complex have a tendency to exalt themselves. This is their means of offsetting their own 
inferiority. 

Many bad elements in society such as robbers and rebels come from families which are void of love. 
Their personality becomes warped, and they turn against their fellow man when they grow up. When 
they come to the church, they bring their problems with them. I feel that half of the work of the 
church can be done by good parents. But this work falls upon our shoulders today because there are 
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few good parents. New believers should see that they should treat their children in a proper way. A 
family must be filled with an atmosphere of love and tenderness. There must be genuine love. 
Children who grow up from such families will become normal persons. 

Parents must learn to be friends to their children. Never allow your children to distance themselves 
from you. Never make yourself unapproachable. Please remember that friendship is built upon 
communication; it does not come by birth. You must learn to approach your children. Be happy to 
help them so that they will tell you when they encounter problems and seek your counsel when they 
are weak. They should not go to others when they are weak. They should be able to tell you their 
successes as well as their failures. You should be their good friend, the approachable and helpful one 
to them. They should look to you when they are weak and fellowship with you when they are 
successful. We have to be friends to them. When they are weak, they should be able to come to us for 
help. We should not be a judge on the throne but a help to them. We should be there whenever they 
need help, and we should be able to sit down with them and discuss problems with them. They 
should be able to seek counsel from us as from friends. In a family the parents must earn so much 
trust from their children that they become their friends. If a parent will do this, he or she will have 
done the right thing. 

You have to learn this lesson from the time the children are young. How dear and near your children 
are to you depends on how you treat them the first twenty years of their lives. If they are not near to 
you the first twenty years of their lives, they will not be near to you when they are thirty or forty years 
old. They will drift further and further away from you. Many children do not like to be near their 
parents. They are not friends to them and there is no sweet relationship between them. They go to 
their parents when they have problems in a way that resembles a criminal going before a judge. You 
must work to such an extent that your children will come and seek your advice first when they have 
problems. They must feel comfortable confiding in you. If you can achieve this, you will find few 
problems in your family. In fact, all problems will be solved. 

J. The Matter of Punishment 

Tenth, there is the matter of punishment. When a child has done something wrong, he or she must 
be punished. It is wrong not to punish. 

1. Being Afraid of Beating the Children 

The most difficult thing is to punish someone. Those who are parents must be afraid of beating their 
children. They must consider it as serious as beating their own parents. No children should beat their 
own parents. One can be forgiven for beating his own parents, yet he will not be easily forgiven for 
beating his own children. You must learn to be afraid of beating your own children and must 
consider it as serious as beating your own parents. 

2. Beating Being Necessary 

However, beating them is sometimes necessary. Proverbs 13:24 says, “He that spareth his rod hateth 
his son: / but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.” This is Solomon’s wisdom. Parents should 
chastise their children with the rod. Beating is necessary. 

3. Beating Justly 

If you beat, however, you must beat justly. Do not lose your temper, and do not beat in anger. No one 
may beat their children in anger. Something is wrong with you when you are angry. Brothers and 
sisters, when your children do something wrong, and you beat them in your anger, you should realize 
that you also should be beaten. You must calm down first before God. As long as you are angry, you 
cannot chastise anyone. 

4. Pointing Out to the Children Their Fault 

Some problems must be settled by beating. But you must show the child what you are beating him 
for. If you need to beat him, you also need to show him his fault. You must show him his fault each 

9 



 

 

time you beat him. You must tell him what his fault is. It is not enough to try to stop his fault by 
beating him. You have to explain to him that you are beating him because he is wrong in certain 
things. 

5. Beating Being a Serious Thing 

Every time you beat a child, you must not do it in a common way. You must show him that beating is 
a big thing. The whole family has to know about it. All the adults and children have to come together. 
The father or the mother has to carry out the beating like a surgeon performing an operation. A 
doctor does not cut with a knife out of anger; he cuts to remove a problem. In the same way a parent 
must not punish in anger; he or she must be calm. Parents must never beat their children in a state 
of fury. On the one hand, they must point out the fault. On the other hand, they must not be angry in 
any way. 

How should you do it? I have a suggestion. By the time you have a cane in your hand, the child must 
have committed some very serious wrong. While you are holding the cane in your hand, you should 
ask the child’s brother to fetch a pail of warm water and his sister to fetch a towel. Then you have to 
show the child what he has done wrong. You have to tell him that anyone who has done something so 
serious must be punished severely. He should not flee from his mistakes. Fleeing from punishment is 
wrong as well. A person must be bold to receive punishment if he is bold to commit sin. Tell him that 
he has done something wrong and that you have no choice but to punish him. The beating is for him 
to realize his wrong. You may beat him two times or you may beat him three times. Perhaps the 
child’s hand will bruise and bleed from the beating. You should then ask his brother to soak the 
bruised hand in the warm water to relieve the blood circulation. Afterward you should wipe the 
child’s hand with the towel. You have to do this ceremoniously. Show them that there is only love in 
the family; there is no hatred. I believe this is the right way to punish. 

Today much of the punishment in the family is the result of anger and hatred, not love. You say that 
you love your children, but who will believe you? I will not. You must let them know where they are 
wrong. Let them know that their father is not beating them in hatred. When you beat, do it properly. 
After you beat them, you should take them to bed. If the offense is too serious, the mother or the 
father can share two of the child’s stripes. You have to tell the child, “This matter is too serious. I 
have to beat you five times. But I am afraid that you cannot take it if I give you five stripes. So your 
mother will share two of them and your father will share one of them on your behalf. You yourself 
must still take the other two stripes.” You have to show him that this is a serious and grave matter. 
He will remember not to sin freely for the rest of his life. 

This is the Lord’s discipline; it is not the discipline of your temper. It is the Lord’s admonition, not 
the admonition of your temper. I do not stand with the temper of any parent. The temper of the 
parents will ruin the future of their children. The parents must learn to have true punishment for 
their children. But, at the same time, they must also learn to love. This is the proper way to have a 
Christian family. 

II. GREAT CHILDREN COMING OUT OF GREAT PARENTS 

Finally, I would say that many men whom God used in this world came from great parents. 
Beginning with Timothy, we find numerous men used by God who came from great parents. John 
Wesley was one of them. Another one was John Newton. There are many hymns in our hymnal 
written by Newton. John G. Paton was another one. He was one of the most famous missionaries in 
the modern world. I can think of no other father like his father. In his old age Paton still 
remembered, “Every time I wanted to sin, I remembered my father, who was always praying for me.” 
His family was very poor. There was only one bedroom, one kitchen, and another small room. He 
said, “I trembled every time my father prayed and sighed in the small room. He was making petition 
for our souls. Even though I am so old now, I can still remember his sighing. I thank God for giving 
me such a father. I cannot sin, because when I sin, I transgress against my heavenly Father as well as 
my earthly father.” It is difficult to find a father like Paton’s father, and it is difficult to find a son as 
great as Paton. 

I cannot tell you how many strong believers would be raised up in our second generation if all the 
parents of this generation would be good parents. I have always wanted to say this: The future of the 
church depends on the parents. When God bestows grace on the church, He needs vessels. There is 
the need for more Timothys to be raised up. It is true that we can save men from the world, but there 
is a greater need for raising up people from among Christian families. 

10 


