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God’s move with His answer to Hannah’s prayer was to produce a Nazarite who was absolute for the 
fulfilling of His desire. A Nazarite is one who is consecrated to God absolutely. A Nazarite could never cut 
his hair or drink wine. In the Bible, long hair signifies the headship, the authority. A Nazarite’s keeping 
his hair long was a sign that just as a female takes her husband as her head, he takes God as the Head, 
considering God his Husband. Thus, a Nazarite is one who submits himself to God, taking God as the 
Head, the authority. This is why Hannah prayed that if the Lord would give her a boy, no razor would 
come upon his head (1 Sam. 1:11). In the Bible, to drink wine is to enjoy the worldly pleasures. A 
Nazarite…has no interest in the enjoyment of worldly pleasures. Even before he was born, Samuel was 
consecrated by his mother to be such a person. This is a great thing, for it was Samuel who brought in a 
new age. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 12)  

The principle of the Nazarite is voluntary consecration. It is not by being appointed, ordained, or even 
chosen by the Lord, but by voluntarily consecrating yourself to Him. At the time of Eli, the Lord was 
really poor as far as the priesthood was concerned; so Hannah lent Samuel to the Lord. She told the Lord 
that if He would give her a son, then she would lend him to the Lord…. When the situation is abnormal, 
the Lord becomes poor with respect to His administration, and there is the need for someone to 
voluntarily lend himself to the Lord. Samuel was of the tribe of Levi (1 Chron. 6:33-38), of Mount 
Ephraim (1 Sam. 1:1-2). He was not of the house of Aaron. But he became a priest by being consecrated, 
separated, and lent to God. Samuel became a priest by coming through the side door, not by coming 
through the main entrance. He became a priest according to the supplement provided in Numbers 6, not 
according to an appointment or ordination. By the principle of the Nazarite he became a voluntarily 
consecrated person to replace the ordained priest. (Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 1, p. 123) 

While Samuel was under Eli’s custody, God taught him in a very fine way, built him up, and established 
him as His proper priest. As such a priest, Samuel became a judge to judge Israel, a prophet to prophesy 
for God, and the one to bring forth the kingship. By this kingship the kingdom of God was established on 
earth. This is a picture of what our situation should be today. We need to be, first, a Samuel, and then, a 
David, enjoying Christ to such a degree that what we have enjoyed of Christ will become a kingdom, 
which is the church. 

By the time that Saul was raised up to be the king in Israel (1 Sam. 9:3—10:27), Samuel had reached the 
highest position…. We may even say that, as God’s representative, Samuel was the acting God. God 
intended to move, to act, yet He needed a representative. Samuel thus became a prophet, a priest, and a 
judge. He was God’s oracle and God’s administration. As such, he was the acting God on earth.  

Samuel…was one with God on earth. We may say that Samuel was the acting God on earth. At least we 
may say that Samuel was the representative of the very God in heaven to rule over His people on earth.  

Samuel ministered as a Nazarite consecrated to God absolutely for God’s fulfillment of His economy, a 
volunteer to replace any official and formal serving ones of God (1 Sam. 1:11, 28a)…. Samuel also 
ministered as a priest…. Samuel was a priest not by birth but by God raising him up particularly…. 
Samuel had a clear view of God’s economy and also of what the enemy had been doing to devastate God’s 
economy on earth. Samuel was thus a person full of insight concerning God’s economy and concerning 
the environmental situation. Eventually, God did something to match him, and there was a change 
among the people of Israel. The people returned to God, lamented before God, and were willing to 
remove all the idols.  

When God’s economy is carried out among His people, they are blessed. This means that our welfare, our 
well-being, is altogether linked to the carrying out of God’s economy. We should not seek our well-being 
apart from God’s economy…. I wish to say, especially to the young saints, that we should not expect to 
have prosperity for ourselves. Rather, as saints in the Lord’s recovery, we should expect that through us 
the Lord will do as much as possible to accomplish His economy. Then we will be blessed. (Life-study of 1 
& 2 Samuel, pp. 19, 43, 28-31)  

1 

2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  3: SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, LIFE LESSONS, AND HOLY WARNINGS  

SEEN IN THE HISTORY OF SAMUEL 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 18.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 28 & 29. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Parents (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 6-9) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 3. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 13 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 8 (I-IV). College student  
  pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 10 (I-IV).  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

17/04/2022 
Lord’s Day 

18/04/2022 
Monday 

19/04/2022 
Tuesday 

20/04/2022 
Wednesday 

21/04/2022 
Thursday 

22/04/2022 
Friday 

23/04/2022 
Saturday 

Luke 1:5-25 1:26-46 1:47-56 1:57-80 2:1-8 2:9-20 2:21-39 

1. 2022 Training for Elders and Responsible Ones in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei’s Timetable:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Youth & College Serving Ones’ Perfecting Blending 
  Date         : 02/05/2022 (Monday) 
  Time        : 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. (There will be a lunch blending after the meeting) 
  Registrants     : Youth, college serving ones and saints who have the desire to serve. 
  Venue        : A107 
  Deadline      : 18/04/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include name)  
              and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account  
              (+6082-482258).  
 
3. Malay Speaking Blending Conference: 
  Date         :  30/04/2022-02/05/2022     
  Platform      :  ZOOM               
  Registration fee  : RM10 per pax 
  Deadline      : 25/04/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include name,  
              gender, contact number). The fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the church.  
              Please state on the remittance receipt “BM2022” and your respective district (e.g.,  
              H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account  
              (+6082-482258).  
           
4. Children Serving Ones’ Perfecting Meeting 
  Date         : 03/05/2022 (Tuesday) 
  Time        : 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. (Lunch will be provided after the meeting) 
  Registrants     : Children serving ones. Saints from each community district (at least 4) are encouraged to  
              register in order to enter into the burden of children service corporately. 
  Venue        : B200 
  Deadline      : 25/04/2022 (Monday) 
  Remarks      : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include name) 
              and WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account 
              (+6082-482258).  
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 
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Date Time Session Remark 

22/04/2022 
(Fri) 

7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.  1 1. Login to website: https://register.localchurch.my 

2. Saints who register for the first time will receive an 

email notification from the host (Event Registration 

System) on the username and password for this 

conference. Please contact brother Wong Ha Chung 
(016-8744786) if any registrants did not receive the 
notification or does not own an email address. 

3. Saints who logged in before may use your email and 
password to sign in. 

4. Outline in pdf is available for download from the 
website. 

23/04/2022 
(Sat)  

08:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 2 

10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 3 

3:00 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. 4 

7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.  5 

24/04/2022 
(LD) 

08:00 a.m. — 09:30 a.m. 6 

03:00 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.  7 

7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.  8 



 

 

 
5. July 2022 Semiannual Training: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Registration fee : RM30 per pax         Deadline : 02/05/2022 (Monday) 
  Remark      :  
  1. Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include Chinese & English  

   name, gender, language, contact number). The fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the  
   church. Please state on the  remittance receipt “VT07” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and  
   WhatsApp the name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

  2. There will be a sharing session after each video session. The ZOOM meeting ID and password for the  
   sharing session will be announced later. Participants may join right away after each message. Trainees  
   must learn to exercise aggressively to prepare a 2-minute sharing for at least  4 times, to flow out the  
   riches of Christ. Under the requirements of the training, trainees must not be absent without reason (at  
   most  twice) and must apply leave from the training coordinator (Brother David Wong). 

  3. There will be a pre-training session before the training on 10/07/2022 (Lord’s Day evening) 
    8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Attendance is compulsory for the registrants. 
 
6. 2022 Blending Conference of the Churches in East Malaysia (via ZOOM): 
  Date         :  01/06/2022-02/06/2022    Registration fee  :  RM10 per pax  
  Deadline      :  09/05/2022 (Monday) 

 

7. Financial Report 

 

 

 

8. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

9. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

10. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—5 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

Date Session Time Remark 

Registration is done and collected by each district 
(particulars required include Chinese & English 
name, gender, age, language). The fees are to be 
remitted to the bank account of the church. Please 
state on the remittance receipt “EMBC” and your 
respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the 
name list to Church in Kuching WhatsApp ac-

count (+6082-482258).  

01/06/2022 (Wed) 

Session 1 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. 

Session 2 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 3 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

02/06/2022 (Thu) 

Session 4 8.30 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. 

Session 5 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 6 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  
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24/04/2022 Hall 1 01/05/2022 Hall 3 

Date Time 

13/07-14/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 16/07-17/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Date Time 

27/07-28/07/2022 
(Wed - Thu) 

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 30/07-31/07/2022  
(Sat - LD)  7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Month B/F (RM) Offering Received (RM) Expenses (RM) Balance (RM) 

March (2022) 451,420.84 88,258.75 64,881.50 474,825.09 



 

 

PAYING THE PRICE TO LEARN THE DIVINE TRUTHS 
AND PRACTICE THE MUTUAL TEACHING 

                                    IN THE VITAL GROUPS 

In this chapter we will continue to consider the matter of mutual teaching in the vital groups. To 
speak in a natural way, to gossip, to murmur, and to complain are all quite easy, but to teach the 
divine truths is not easy. In the vital groups we need to reach the goal of carrying out the mutual 
teaching through mutual asking and mutual answering. The vital groups must be the teaching organ 
in the church life. We all need to be willing to pay the price to reach this goal. 

The vital groups can be eighty percent of the church life mainly due to the mutual teaching. Of the 
eighty percent, sixty percent depends on the mutual perfecting by the mutual teaching. Thus far, we 
are still in the initial stage. 

THE NEED OF ALL THE SAINTS 
TO LEARN THE BIBLICAL TRUTHS 

More than fifty years ago Brother Nee saw the light in 1 Corinthians 14 concerning all the believers 
prophesying in the church meetings (vv. 24, 31). Brother Nee published two books—The Normal 
Christian Church Life (first published in Chinese in 1939 under the title Concerning Our Missions) 
and Church Affairs (messages given by Brother Nee in 1948)—in which he spoke of this matter. In 
both books he stresses that the practice of one man speaking in the church meetings must be put 
down. In Church Affairs (ch. 4) Brother Nee says that all the saints need to continually “push against” 
the tradition of having a Lord’s Day morning message meeting in which one man speaks and all the 
rest listen. Eventually, he said, that tradition would be overthrown. Today, forty-four years later, we 
have still not fully eliminated that practice. Today as we are practicing the prophesying according to 1 
Corinthians 14, the temptation may still rise up within us to return to the practice of one man 
speaking. 

Since the end of the Second World War in 1945, very few renowned speakers have been raised up in 
Christianity, especially in the United States. Over this period of time the attempts of a few spiritual 
men to bring in a spiritual revival in America have not been successful. Even though I am very much 
for the increase in the churches, I would not place much confidence in well-known speakers and big 
works. In a certain sense, whether the number of saints in the churches of the Lord’s recovery is large 
or small is not very significant. What matters today is that all the saints need to get into the truths of 
the Bible. This is very difficult; it is not an easy way. In Matthew 7:14 the Lord Jesus told us that the 
way that leads to life is a constricted way and that few would find this way and walk in this way. This 
being the case, we may all be tempted to give up. We may give up, but Someone within us would not 
give up. The fact that few will enter through the narrow gate and walk the constricted way does not 
mean that the Lord Jesus will suffer a defeat. On the contrary, He will still succeed. The Lord expects 
to have a bride, and He will have His bride. Revelation 19:7 says that the day will come when the bride 
will be ready. Will we be included? To this question we should respond, “I will.” To say “I will” means 
that we are still endeavoring. We have not yet arrived, but we are still endeavoring to arrive. 

If we mean business with the Lord to participate in the vital groups, from this point forward we must 
make up our mind with a definite determination that we will endeavor to get into the biblical truths. 
How we need to thank the Lord that today we have a Bible that has been not only translated but also 
interpreted. What we have is not perfect, complete, or fully consummated; nevertheless, what we 
have in the recovery today is vastly different from what I had as a young man. In my youth I tried my 
best to collect books that would help me to know Genesis, but I was not able to find many helpful 
books. However, today if you desire to know Genesis, there is a book called Life-study of Genesis that 
contains one hundred twenty messages on Genesis. If you read several messages a day in a quick way, 
without musing on what you read, you should be able to finish this book in approximately one month. 
I believe that it is possible for nearly all the saints, young and old, to do this. After you read Life-study 
of Genesis once, your understanding will be different. Reading the one hundred twenty messages on 
Genesis will make you different. 

CEASING ALL OUR UNNECESSARY TALK 

When you decide to do this kind of reading, you must also decide to cease all your unnecessary talk, 
your murmuring, your complaining, and your gossiping (Matt. 12:36; Eph. 4:29). When you answer 
the telephone, you should learn to keep your conversations to as few sentences as possible. In 
Jeremiah 15:19 Jehovah told Jeremiah, “If you bring out the precious from the worthless, / You will 
be as My mouth.” At that time Jeremiah was disappointed, and he complained to his mother and then 
to Jehovah (vv. 10, 18). It was then that Jehovah told Jeremiah, in reference to his speaking, to bring 
out the precious from the worthless. In Zephaniah 3:9 in His salvation to the Gentiles, Jehovah 
promised to “change the language of the peoples / Into a pure language.” This indicates that all God’s 
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people need to have their language changed into a pure language. According to my experience, if we 
talk too much, our talk will annul our capacity to teach. If we will reduce our talk, our capacity to 
teach will be increased. If we would carry out the mutual teaching in the vital groups, we must 
terminate our idle talk and concentrate our entire being on one thing: learning the truth so that we 
will be furnished, equipped, and completed to have the capacity and also the capability to teach. 

It is true that capacity comes by birth, but we all need to realize that we have had a second birth, and 
our second birth is still in the process of the delivery. Although you might have been regenerated 
many years ago, you need to realize that you have not come out of the womb yet; you are still in the 
“womb” of the Holy Spirit. This is why we need to be renewed (Eph. 4:23; Titus 3:5). Renewing is the 
continuation of our second birth. The result of being renewed is transformation (Rom 12:2). 
Transformation is the continuation of regeneration. We need to be transformed because we were not 
thoroughly and completely regenerated. Our regeneration is not entirely thorough. If our 
regeneration had been thorough, we would not need transformation. Transformation is the 
continuation of our incomplete regeneration. The more we terminate our unnecessary talking, the 
more we are reborn, and the more capacity we will have for the learning and teaching of the truths of 
the Bible. 

SPEAKING ONLY WHAT IS WORTHWHILE 

We must also learn not to speak any sentence that is not worthwhile. We need to restrict our 
speaking, especially toward our children and our spouse. Then we will realize that every day the Lord 
is building us up in one thing, that is, to speak for Him. If you will practice my fellowship for six 
months, your capacity to prophesy, to speak for the Lord, will be increased. 

SPEAKING IN AN “OFFICIAL” WAY 

We also need to learn to speak in the “official” way. We need to learn to speak loudly, slowly, clearly, 
and “officially,” in a weighty way that imparts some definite points of the truth to others. Otherwise, 
our speaking will not convey anything definite to the hearers. 

Whether we are old or young, we should not consider the meetings as a small thing. The meetings are 
not a small thing. They are gatherings in the Lord, with the Lord, and before the Lord. Hence, 
whatever we do, we must do it full of reverence, with a holy fear. In the meetings whatever we speak, 
whether in prayer, in calling a hymn, in offering praise, or in prophesying, we must do it “officially”; 
that is, we must speak loudly, properly, and slowly so that everyone can hear and everyone will listen 
and receive something. Otherwise, we will become a burden and a deadening factor to the meetings. 
To speak something in the meetings is absolutely different from speaking in any other kind of 
environment or circumstance. In the meetings our speaking is before God; thus, it is holy. 

Too often our speaking is full of wasted words. In contrast, the speaking of the Lord Jesus in the four 
Gospels was brief, fitting, purified, clean, and without wasted words. When we stand up in the 
meetings to speak for the Lord, we must have the assurance that what we are going to speak is 
something with weight, with light, and with the life supply. Furthermore, we must learn to speak in 
an “official” way. 

First, you need to make a decision to read the Life-study messages in order to learn the truth. I 
strongly recommend that all the saints read quickly through the Life-studies on Genesis and the 
fourteen Epistles of Paul. After reading those messages, you will be different. Second, you need to 
stop all your unnecessary talk. Under the Lord’s inner restricting, you should learn not to speak 
unnecessarily to anyone, but just to talk to the Lord. Often I have the desire to speak to my wife 
concerning a certain matter. However, many times the inward prohibition is there, telling me that I 
do not need to speak to my wife concerning that matter. Sometimes I disregard that prohibition, and 
afterward I regret and confess to the Lord, asking Him to forgive me for speaking something that is 
unnecessary. We may not say anything sinful, and we may not criticize anyone; we may want only to 
relate some information to people. However, often the Lord will inwardly prohibit us from doing this. 
If we will go along with the Lord and cut off our unnecessary talk, the Lord will use our mouth to 
speak His word. Our mouth will be sanctified for the speaking of the word of the Lord. 

Third, whether we speak to our spouse, to our children, or to the brothers, we need to learn to speak 
only what is worthwhile. Fourth, we need to learn to be “official”; that is, we should learn not to 
speak lightly, but carefully, speaking every word in an “official” way. (Fellowship concerning the 
Urgent Need of the Vital Groups, Chapter 19) 
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PARENTS (Part 2) 

D. Respecting the Rights of Children 

Fourth, there is a basic principle in the Bible that children are 
given by Jehovah (Psa. 127:3). According to the Bible, children are entrusted by God to man. One day 
you must render your account of this trust to God. No one can say that his children are his and his 
alone. The thought that one’s children are his own, that one can do whatever he wants with them, 
and that he has absolute control over them is a pagan concept; it is not a Christian concept. 
Christianity never teaches that children are ours. Rather, it acknowledges that children are God’s 
trust and that parents cannot exercise despotic control over their children throughout their 
childhood. 

1. Parents Do Not Have 
Unlimited Authority 

Some people hold on to the concept that parents are always right. They hold on to this concept even 
after they have become Christians. Please remember that many parents are not always right. Many 
times the parents are quite wrong. We should not pick up pagan concepts, and we should not assume 
that we have unlimited authority over our children. 

Please remember that parents do not have absolute authority over their children. Children have their 
own spirit and their own soul, over which the parents have no control whatsoever. Since children 
have their own spirit and soul, they are under their own control. They can go to heaven, or they can 
go to hell. They must be responsible for themselves before God. We cannot treat them as an object or 
as property. We should not assume that we can exercise unlimited authority over them. God has not 
given us such absolute authority. God has given us unlimited authority over dead things, but He has 
not given us unlimited authority over human beings who have their own spirit and soul. No one can 
have absolute authority over another person with a spirit and a soul. The thought of absolute 
authority is a pagan concept. It is related to pride and should not be found among us. 

2. Children Are Not the Means 
by which Parents Vent Their Wrath 

We are reasonable with our friends and with other members of our family. We are courteous and 
reasonable with our colleagues and are even more courteous and respectful to our superiors. We try 
to get along well with every kind of person. But we treat our children as if they are our personal 
property, forgetting that they also have a spirit and a soul and that they are gifts from God. It is 
possible for us to vent our anger on them and treat them as we please. Some people think that they 
need to be courteous to everyone in the world except their own children. They seem to regard their 
children as the means of venting their anger. I know of parents who are this way at home. They seem 
to think that a man must be courteous and gentle and yet, at the same time, have a strong temper. It 
seems that they are not complete if they do not lose their temper. Nevertheless, they realize that they 
will be in trouble if they lose their temper with others. Their superiors will fire them if they lose their 
temper with them, and their friends will despise them if they lose their temper with them. They think 
that there is only one place where they can lose their temper without suffering punishment—with 
their children. Many parents have a terrible temper toward their children. It is as if their children 
were the cultivating ground for their temper. 

Please forgive me for saying such strong words. I have seen many parents shout at their children 
over dinner and then turn toward me and say, “Mr. Nee, please take some of this food. It is 
delicious.” When this happens. I have no heart for the food. These things often happen within a span 
of just a few minutes. On the one hand, they scold their children, and on the other hand, they say, 
“Mr. Nee, please eat.” The problem with some parents is that they consider their children to be the 
rightful means for venting their anger. Did God give us children so that we have a place to lose our 
temper? May God be merciful to us! 

Please remember that God has not denied all rights of children. He has not annulled all the self-
esteem, personal freedom, or independent constitution of the children. He has not put them in our 
hands for us to beat them and scold them. There is no such thing. This is a non-Christian thought; it 
is not a Christian concept. Please remember that the same standard of right and wrong equally 
applies to us and our children. There should be only one standard for us and our children. We cannot 
have one standard for ourselves and another standard for them. Let me say a word to the new 
believers. You must be tender and gentle to your children. Never be rude to them. Do not scold them 
or rebuke them arbitrarily, much less beat them at will. 

Please remember that such conduct leads to indulgence. Everyone who wants to know God must 
learn to control himself. In particular, he should control himself when it comes to dealing with his 
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children. This kind of self-control comes from a proper respect of a child’s soul. No matter how small 
or weak a child is, remember that he has his own personality. God has given him a personality and a 
soul. You must not damage his character, destroy his personality, or despise his soul. You must not 
treat him in an arbitrary way. You must learn to respect him as a person. 

At the same time, our children are entrusted to our family. Their standard of morality must be our 
standard of morality. Whatever applies to them must also apply to us. Parents have no right to vent 
their wrath on their children. A Christian should not lose his temper with anyone, not even with his 
own children. It is wrong for us to lose our temper with anyone, no matter whom it may be. We 
should be reasonable, and we should only reason with our children. What is right is always right and 
what is wrong is always wrong. Do not intimidate them just because they are small and weak. Those 
who oppress the weak and the small are the most cowardly people in the world. 

3. Do Not Become a Cross to Your Children 

Two students were once talking to each other in school. The girl said to her classmate, “I know my 
father. He is willing to die for me.” Listen to what she said! This is the comment of a child about her 
father. Her father was a Christian. This was the kind of father he was to her. The other girl was also 
from a Christian family. Her father was harsh and lost his temper with his daughter easily. Once she 
heard a sermon at school. When she arrived home, her father asked her what she had learned. She 
answered, “I now know that the Lord has given you to me to be my cross.” Both fathers were 
Christians. But what a difference between them! 

I would say to the parents: Be slow to demand obedience from your children. Instead, first demand 
that you yourselves be good parents before the Lord. If you are not good parents, you can never be 
good Christians. God does not give us children for the purpose of making us their crosses. God gave 
us children so that we will learn to honor their freedom, personality, and soul before the Lord. 

E. Not Provoking Children to Anger 

Fifth, Paul showed us an important thing that parents should not do—they should not provoke their 
children to anger (Eph. 6:4). 

1. Not Exercising Authority Excessively 

What does it mean to provoke children to anger? It means the excessive use of authority. One can 
overpower his children with physical strength. This is always possible because parents are stronger 
than their children. Or one can try to subdue his children with financial power. He may say, “If you 
do not obey me, I will not give you any money. If you do not listen to me, I will take away your food 
and clothing.” Since the children depend on him for their living, he overpowers them with his money 
by threatening to withdraw his support. Some parents dominate their children with physical power, 
and others dominate them with their iron will. This can provoke their children to anger. When they 
are provoked, they will wait for the chance for their freedom. One day they will break their bondage 
and seek total freedom. 

I know a brother whose father gambled, smoked, and behaved rudely at home. He embezzled public 
funds and was involved in many other unscrupulous businesses. But he still went to church, and he 
wanted all of his children to go to church. He would rebuke and punish them severely if they did not 
go. He ruined his children’s taste for the family, all the while insisting that they go to church. Later, 
the brother said, “I vowed that when I grew up one day, I would never go to church. As soon as I 
could support myself, I was going to turn away from the church.” Even though he swore this way, 
eventually he was saved. Thank God! Otherwise, he would have become another anti-Christian 
proponent. This was a very serious matter. The father did not try to make his children love him, yet 
he demanded that his children go to church. This never works. This provokes children to anger. 
Parents should not exercise excessive authority over their children or provoke them to anger. They 
must never make their children hardened and rebellious toward them. 

I remember another man who is not saved. Not long ago I saw him. He was forced to read the Bible 
when he was growing up at home, and he was forced to read the Bible when he went to a parochial 
school. I am not saying that parents should not charge their children to read the Bible. I am saying 
that you must attract them and be an example to them yourself. It will never work if you merely tell 
them that the Lord is precious, yet constantly abuse them. There was a mother who was a nominal 
Christian. She had a terrible temper. She insisted that her son read the Bible and go to a parochial 
school. One day he asked when he could stop reading the Bible. His mother replied, “When you 
finish secondary school, you can stop reading the Bible.” On the day that he received his high school 
diploma, he took his three copies of the Bible and burned them in the backyard. You must draw 
children in a natural way. Otherwise, when their anger is provoked they may do anything. You want 
them to be good, but they will rebel against you when they become free. This is what is meant by 
provoking children to anger. Do not provoke your children to anger. You must learn to be proper 
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parents, to have love, tenderness, and a proper testimony before them. You must also be an 
attraction to them. Do not exercise your authority excessively. Authority can only be exercised under 
self-control. If you are excessive in your use of authority, you will stifle your relationship with your 
children. 

2. Showing Proper Appreciation 

In addition, you should show proper appreciation for your children when they perform well. Some 
parents only know how to punish and scold; they know nothing else. This easily provokes their 
children to anger. Please remember that many children do have a desire to be good. If you have 
nothing for them except punishment and rebuke, they will become disheartened, according to Paul’s 
word in Colossians 3:21. They will say that it is useless to do good because their parents will not 
acknowledge it. You must encourage your children when they perform well. You can say to them, 
“Today you have done well. I will reward you. I want to give you something special.” Children do 
need to be disciplined, but they also need to be rewarded. Otherwise, they will become disheartened. 

I read of a story about a little girl whose mother only knew how to beat and scold her children. The 
child had a good disposition when she was young. Since she felt that her mother did not approve of 
her, she decided that she would work especially hard one day to try to please her. When evening 
came, her mother undressed her, put her to bed, and began to walk away. As the mother was walking 
away, the daughter called to her. The mother asked what she wanted. She did not say anything. 
When the mother started to walk away again, the daughter called again. When the mother asked her 
again, the daughter said, “Mother, do you not have anything to say?” This is one of the stories told by 
Mr. Bervin. After the mother left, the girl cried for two hours. Her mother was too insensitive. She 
only knew how to beat and scold her daughter; she was insensitive to everything else. 

Please remember that the New Testament has more teaching for parents than for children. The 
whole world speaks of the mistakes that children make, but the Lord spoke of the mistakes that 
parents make. Since the world speaks so much about children’s mistakes, we do not have to say too 
much about them. The Bible tells us parents can indeed provoke their children to anger and 
dishearten them through their insensitivity. This is why it speaks so much about parenting. This 
occupation is more difficult than any other occupation in the world. Those who are parents must 
devote all their energy and mind to be proper parents. Please do not be insensitive to your children. 

F. Being Accurate with Words 

Sixth, parents’ words are very important to children. You must not only be a pattern to your children 
but also realize that your words are very important to them. 

1. Not Making Empty Promises 

Please remember that parents should not say anything to their children that they cannot carry out. 
You must not make empty promises to your children. Do not promise them something if you do not 
have the ability to fulfill your promise. Do not make a promise to them if you cannot fulfill it. If your 
children want you to buy something, you have to consider your financial ability. If you can do it, do 
it. If not, you must say, “I will do my best. I will do what I can do. But I cannot do what is beyond my 
ability.” Every word of yours must be reliable. You should not think that this is a small matter. You 
must not allow your children to doubt your words. Not only must they not doubt your words, but 
they also must have the assurance that your words are accurate. If the children find their parents’ 
words to be unreliable, they will grow up acting carelessly. They will think that since one can be 
careless with his words, he can be careless with anything. Some expressions can be used only in 
politics; they are not factual. Parents should not use such expressions. Many parents are apparently 
too kind to their children. They promise whatever their children ask, but nine out of ten times they 
cannot fulfill their promises. Such wonderful promises produce only one result in the children—
disappointment. You must promise only things that you can do. If you cannot do a certain thing, do 
not promise it. If you are not sure whether you can do it, tell them so. Your words must be accurate. 

2. Orders Needing to Be Carried Out 

Sometimes you are not making a promise, but giving an order. If you open your mouth to ask your 
children to do something, you must make sure that it is done. You have to make them realize that 
you mean what you say. Many times you give a proper order, but you forget about it. This is wrong. 
You should not tell your children that it is all right if they do not carry out your order this time, just 
as long as they do it the next time. If you excuse them, you are not doing them a favor. You should 
show your children that once you say something, they must carry it out whether or not you 
remember it. If you say it once, you can say it a hundred times. If your word counts for one thing, 
your word should count for a hundred things. You should not nullify your own words. Show them 
from their youth that words are hallowed, whether they are a promise or an order. For example, if 
you tell your child to sweep his room every morning, you must first consider whether or not it is 
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within his ability to do it. If he does not do it today, you must make sure that he does it the next day. If 
he does not do it the next day, you must make sure that he does it the third day. You must uphold 
your order this year, and you must uphold it next year. You have to show your children that your 
words are not uttered lightly and that once they are uttered, they have to be carried out. If they find 
that your words do not count, your words will become ineffective. Hence, every word out of your 
mouth must be practical and principled. 

3. Correcting Exaggerated Words 

Sometimes you exaggerate your words. You must find an opportunity to tell your children that you 
exaggerated your words on that particular occasion. Your words must be accurate. Sometimes you see 
only two cows but you say that there are three, or you see five birds but say that there are eight. You 
must correct yourself immediately. In speaking to your children, you must learn to always correct 
yourself. You should learn to say, “What I just said was not that accurate. There are two cows, not 
three.” You must show them that words should be sanctified. Everything that happens in the family 
should be for the building up of Christian character. You must sanctify your words. When your 
children speak, they should also sanctify their words and be accurate with them. When you say 
something wrong, you must make a point to admit your mistake. In this manner you will train your 
children to sanctify their words. Many parents say five when they mean three or three when they 
mean two. They speak loosely and do not set up good patterns at home. As a result, their children 
never realize that words are sacred. 

All these problems occur because there is a lack of discipline from the Lord. We should experience the 
Lord’s discipline and lead our children to the Lord’s discipline. At least we should show them that 
words are sacred. Every promise should be realized and every order should be carried out. Every word 
has to be accurate. If we do this, our children will receive proper training. 

G. Nurturing Children in the Discipline 
and Admonition of the Lord 

Seventh, you must nurture your children in the discipline and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). The 
discipline of the Lord is telling a person how he should behave himself. You must consider your 
children as Christians, not Gentiles. The Lord’s discipline tells a person how he should behave as a 
Christian. The Lord intends that all of our children become Christians. He has no intention that any of 
them be a Gentile or an unsaved person. You should plan on all of them becoming not just Christians, 
but good Christians. You should tell them what a proper Christian is by teaching them the discipline 
of the Lord. Here we must briefly cover a number of points. 

1. Helping Children to Have Proper Aspirations 

The biggest thing about a child is his aspirations. Every child has an aspiration when he is young. If 
the government allowed every child to print his business card, I think many children would print 
“President,” “Chairman,” or “Queen.” Parents must help their children to have proper aspirations. If 
you love the world, your children will probably want to be the president, a millionaire, or a great 
academic. How you live affects the aspirations of your child. Parents must learn to channel the 
ambitions of their children in the proper direction. They should aspire to be a lover of the Lord. They 
should not aspire to love the world. You should cultivate such an ambition within them while they are 
young. Show them that it is an honorable thing to die for the Lord, that it is a precious thing to be a 
martyr for the Lord. You have to be an example to them, and you have to tell them your ambitions. 
Tell them what you want to be if you are given the opportunity. Tell them what kind of Christian you 
want to be. In this way, you will channel their ambitions in the proper direction. Their goals will 
change, and they will know what is noble and what is precious. 

2. Not Encouraging the Pride of Children 

Children have another problem: They are not only ambitious and aspiring but also proud of 
themselves. They may boast about their own cleverness, skill, or eloquence. A child can find many 
things to boast about. He may think that he is a very special person. Parents should not discourage 
them, but neither should they cultivate their pride. Many parents cultivate their children’s pride and 
encourage them to go after vainglory by heaping praises upon them in front of other people. We 
should tell them, “There are many children who are like you in this world.” Do not try to encourage 
their pride. We should enlighten children according to the discipline and admonition of the Lord. 
They should be able to think, to speak, and to learn all the skills. But you have to tell them that there 
are many who are like them in this world. Do not destroy their self-esteem, but do not allow them to 
become proud. You do not need to hurt their self-esteem, but you must point out their pride to them. 
Many young people leave home only to find out that they have to spend ten or twenty years in the 
world in order to learn how to do things properly. By then it is too late. Many young people have a 
wild temper at home. They are so proud that they cannot work properly. We do not want our children 
to become disheartened, but neither do we want them to be proud or to think that they are somebody. 

...to be continued 
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