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The central thought of the books of 1 and 2 Samuel is that the fulfilment of God’s economy needs man’s 
cooperation; this is the principle of incarnation. We will see very much concerning how some in these 
books did not cooperate with God while others gave God their full and utmost cooperation. The principle 
of incarnation is that God doesn’t do things in and by Himself among men but rather, that God comes 
into man and mingles Himself with man to make Himself one with man and man one with Him, and 
therefore man does all things in oneness with God. 

God has a will, a desire, a heart’s intention, and He reveals His heart’s desire through His word; when His 
people join themselves to God and cooperate with God, when God gains man’s cooperation, He can do 
what is in His heart with and through the men who are fully one with Him. When God enters into us and 
mingles Himself with us, we are one with God and God is one with us, and therefore God is in man and 
man is in God, having one life and one living (John 14:4-5; Gal. 2:20). This is the kind of person that 
Samuel was, but this is not the kind of person that Saul was. 

We need to be deeply impressed with the fact that the fulfillment of God’s economy requires our 
cooperation; we have been bound together with God, joined to Him as one spirit, and now we need to 
cooperate with God (1 Cor. 6:17; John 15:4-5; 2 Cor. 6:1; 1 Cor. 3:9; 16:10, 16). May the Lord shine on us 
and give us this sense, that we may be deeply impressed; may the Lord Spirit make this real to us. We 
need to realize that the fulfillment of God’s economy depends upon and requires our cooperation; it’s not 
just others’ cooperation but our cooperation. And to cooperate with God means that we are bound 
together with God. God chooses to be bound together with us, and we say, Amen, Lord, we would be 
bound together with You. The three-legged race can be considered as an illustration of this, but our walk 
and work with God are not as awkward as a three-legged race. 

Rather, it is quite delightful to have the sense of being one with the Triune God in Christ as the Spirit. He 
is moving in us and we are moving in Him; He is living in us and we are living in Him; He is speaking in 
us and we are speaking in Him.  To cooperate with God is to be bound together with God; we are joined to 
Him as one spirit, and we are inseparable. This has to become our realization day by day; the Lord is 
bringing us gradually to the point that being one spirit with the Lord is normal in our daily living. And 
when we are drawn out of this organic union, when we do things and are not one with Him, we will have a 
sense from the Spirit calling us back into the cooperation with God. 

In 1 and 2 Samuel the cooperation with God is illustrated by the history of Samuel’s mother, Hannah, of 
Samuel, and of David, in the positive sense, and by the history of Eli and Sau, in a negative sense. These 
books began with a woman, Hannah, and her son, Samuel, who both cooperated with God. There were 
judges, there were priests, but it was a woman, Hannah, and her son, Samuel, who cooperated with 
God in a full way. When the Lord has a great need and is ready to take a significant step in His move, He 
needs the sisters to be the channel, and He needs to raise up many Samuels who cooperate with God by 
being bound together with God and doing all things in oneness with God. May we be those who learn 
from the negative examples and are perfected by the positive patterns, and may we see what is God’s 
need, what He is doing today, and how can we cooperate with God for the fulfillment of His economy 
today. 

“Lord Jesus, we want to cooperate with You for the fulfillment of Your economy today. Thank 
You for making us one spirit with You; thank You for coming into us to live in us and even be 
bound together with us. Keep us living in the mingled spirit today. Keep us enjoying You, eating 
You, and living because of You. We don’t want to do anything apart or outside of the organic 
union with You. Amen, Lord, may we realize that the fulfillment of God’s economy requires our 
cooperation, and may we be those who cooperate with You in this age today. May we be those 
who are one with You to the extent that You can do whatever You want to do in us and with us 
for the fulfillment of Your economy!” 

(Quoted from: https://www.agodman.com/cooperate-with-god-enjoy-christ-consecrate-bring-in-his-
kingdom/) 
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2021 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING—CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL    

MESSAGE  1: THE CENTRAL THOUGHT OF  

AND THE DIVINE TRINITY AS REVEALED IN 1 AND 2 SAMUEL 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 16.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 24 & 25. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Husband and Wife (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-8) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Samuel”, week 1. Youth pursues the  
  Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 11 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 7 (I-IV). College student  
  pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 9.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

03/04/2022 
Lord’s Day 

04/04/2022 
Monday 

05/04/2022 
Tuesday 

06/04/2022 
Wednesday 

07/04/2022 
Thursday 

08/04/2022 
Friday 

09/04/2022 
Saturday 

Mark 11:1-16 11:17-33 12:1-27 12:28-44 13:1-13 13:14-37 14:1-26 

1. Service Meeting for the Whole Church 
  Date/time     : 04/04/2022 (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 
  Meeting ID    : 833 6103 2392 (Passcode 1111) 
  Remark       : Saints are encouraged to join the online service meeting together, to cooperate with the  
              Lord so that His will may be done on this earth and that His eternal will would be  
              fulfilled. 
 
2.  Submission of the name list for the restructured small group 
  All the responsible brothers of each district or group are requested to submit a name list of the restructured 

 or adjustment of the groups to the office before 04/04/2022 (Monday). Through confirming the name list, 
 the responsible brothers will be able to provide proper care and help in recovering the physical small group 
 life more effectively. May the saints enter into the burden and leading of the church, follow aggressively the 
 footsteps of the flock, being in one accord to bring in the Lord’s blessing. 

 
3.  Online Middle-Aged Perfecting Training (Series of Special Topic): 
  Date         : 20/04-26/05/2022 (Every Wednesday & Thursday, 12 sessions in total) 
  Time        : 7:30 p.m.—9:15 p.m. 
  Registration Fee : RM 30 per pax 
  Deadline      : 11/04/2022 (Monday) 
  Remark       : Please contact Brother Denis Hii (016-8884120) for the registration. Fees are to be  
              remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt “MAT  
              Special”.  
 
4.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Remarks: 1. Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
          according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 

         2. All saints must follow the S.O.P. during the endemic, wear mask, and scan using the  
          MySejahtera App.  
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Time Hall Area Details 

02/04 (Sat)  

6 Block A Level 3 (badminton 
court), corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the corridors, clean the 
toilets, remove bird droppings 

4 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

3 Block B Ground Floor and 1st 
Floor (including main hall, dining 
area, toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider 
webs 

5 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mez-
zanine), corridors outside main 
hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets  

03/04 (LD)  
2 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 

C103, C104, garden in front of 
and behind Block C, and Block C  
Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, 
trim the flowerbeds and mow the 
grass etc. 

1 Block A Level 1 corridors, en-
trance staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, arrange the 
chairs and clean the toilets 



 

 

5. Youth & College Serving Ones’ Perfecting Blending 

  Date        : 02/05/2022 (Monday) 

  Time       : 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. (There will be a lunch blending after the meeting) 

  Registrants    : Youth and college serving ones and saints who have the desire to serve. 

  Venue       : A107 

  Deadline     : 18/04/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks     : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include name)  

             and WhatsApp the name list Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258).  

  

6. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

7. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

8. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

LOVE PREVAILS (Part 2) 

LOVE BEING THE CONCLUSION 
                                    OF ALL SPIRITUAL VIRTUES 

                                   AND THE FACTOR OF FRUIT-BEARING 

Love is the conclusion of all spiritual virtues and the factor of fruit-bearing that supplies us 
bountifully with the rich entrance into the kingdom of Christ (2 Pet. 1:5-11). 

THE BODY BUILDING ITSELF UP IN LOVE 

The Body of Christ builds itself up in love (Eph. 4:16). The phrase in love is used repeatedly in the 
book of Ephesians (1:4; 3:17; 4:2, 15-16; 5:2). God predestinated us unto sonship before the 
foundation of the world in love, and the Body of Christ builds itself up in love. The growth in life is in 
love. In the last few years we have appreciated the Lord’s showing us the high peak of the divine 
revelation. My concern is that although we may talk about the truths of the high peak, love is absent 
among us. If this is the case, we are puffed up, not built up. The Body of Christ builds itself up in 
love. 

THE SPIRIT THAT GOD GIVES US 
BEING OF LOVE 

The spirit that God has given us is our human spirit regenerated and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. This 
spirit is a spirit of love; hence, it is of power and of sobermindedness (2 Tim. 1:7). We may think that 
we are very powerful and sober, but our spirit is not of love. We talk to people in a way that is full of 
power and sobermindedness, but our talk threatens them. 

Paul says that we need to fan our gift into flame (v. 6). The main gift that God has given us is our 
regenerated human spirit with His Spirit, His life, and His nature. We must fan this gift into flame. 
This means that we have to stir up our spirit so that our spirit will be burning. Romans 12:11 says 
that we should be burning in spirit. If our spirit is not a spirit of love, our fanning it into flame will 
burn the whole recovery in a negative way. We must have a burning spirit of love, not a burning 
spirit of authority, which damages. Whatever is mentioned in 2 Timothy is a requirement for us to 
face the degradation of the church. How can we overcome the degradation of the church? We must 
have a burning human spirit of love. Under today’s degradation of the church, we all need a spirit of 
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love fanned into flame to be burning in spirit. Love prevails in this way. 

According to my observation throughout the years, most of the co-workers have a human spirit of 
“power” but not of love. We need a spirit of love to conquer the degradation of today’s church. We 
should not say or do anything to threaten people. Instead, we should always say and do things with a 
spirit of love, which has been fanned into flame. This is what the recovery needs. 

THE ONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE 
ABIDING IN DEATH 

First John 3:14b says that he who does not love abides in death. We may think that we are living, but 
we are dead because we do not love. If we do not love our brother, we abide in death and are dead, 
but if we do love him, we abide in life and are living. 

PURSUING LOVE 

First Corinthians 13 speaks of love, and then chapter 14 begins by saying that we are to pursue love 
while we desire spiritual gifts (v. 1). Our desiring of gifts must go along with the pursuing of love. 
Otherwise, the gifts will puff us up. 

PURSUING LOVE WITH THOSE 
WHO SEEK THE LORD OUT OF A PURE HEART 

To overcome the degradation of the church we need to pursue love with those who seek the Lord out 
of a pure heart (2 Tim. 2:22). We have to pursue love with a group of seekers of the Lord. This is a 
vital group. 

A SIGN THAT WE BELONG TO CHRIST 

Loving one another is a sign that we belong to Christ (John 13:34-35). We do not need to bear an 
outward sign that we are of Christ. If all the saints in the Lord’s recovery love one another, the whole 
world will say that these people are of Christ. 

THE LOVE OF GOD 
MAKING US MORE THAN CONQUERORS 

The love of God makes us more than conquerors over our circumstantial situations (Rom. 8:35-39). 
If we are to be more than conquerors, we need the love of Christ and of God. 

LOVE BEING THE MOST EXCELLENT WAY 

The end of 1 Corinthians 12 reveals that love is the most excellent way (v. 31b). How can one be an 
elder? Love is the most excellent way. How can one be a co-worker? Love is the most excellent way. 
How do we shepherd people? Love is the most excellent way. Love is the most excellent way for us to 
prophesy and to teach others. Love is the most excellent way for us to be anything or do anything. 

Love prevails. We should love everybody, even our enemies. If the co-workers and elders do not love 
the bad ones, eventually, they will have nothing to do. We must be perfect as our Father is perfect 
(Matt. 5:48) by loving the evil ones and the good ones without any discrimination. We must be 
perfect as our Father because we are His sons, His species. This is most crucial. How can we be a co-
worker and an elder? It is by love in every way. We must love any kind of person. The Lord Jesus 
said that He came to be a Physician, not for the healthy ones but for the sick ones. The Lord said, 
“Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those who are ill” (9:12). 

The church is not a police station to arrest people or a law court to judge people, but a home to raise 
up the believers. Parents know that the worse their children are, the more they need their raising up. 
If our children were angels, they would not need our parenting to raise them up. The church is a 
loving home to raise up the children. The church is also a hospital to heal and to recover the sick 
ones. Finally, the church is a school to teach and edify the unlearned ones who do not have much 
understanding. Because the church is a home, a hospital, and a school, the co-workers and elders 
should be one with the Lord to raise up, to heal, to recover, and to teach others in love. 

Some of the churches, however, are police stations to arrest the sinful ones and law courts to judge 
them. Paul’s attitude was different. He said, “Who is weak, and I am not weak?” (2 Cor. 11:29a). 
When the scribes and Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to the Lord, He said to them, “He 
who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7). After all of 
them left, the Lord asked the sinful woman, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
She said, “No one, Lord.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you” (vv. 10-11). Who is without 
sin? Who is perfect? Paul said, “To the weak I became weak that I might gain the weak” (1 Cor. 9:22). 
That is love. We should not consider that others are weak but we are not. That is not love. Love 
covers and builds up, so love is the most excellent way for us to be anything and to do anything for 
the building up of the Body of Christ.  (The Vital Groups, Chapter 8) 
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HUSBAND AND WIFE (Part 2) 

VI. ALLOWING LOVE TO GROW 

In order for a family to go on well, love must grow. One must not 
allow love to die. Often young people ask, “Is it possible for love to die?” I will answer today, “Yes, 
love can die, and it dies easily.” Love is like anything organic; it needs feeding, and it needs food. 
Love dies without food. If you starve it, it will die. But if you feed it, it will grow. 

Love is the foundation of a marriage. It is also the foundation of the family. Love leads two people 
into marriage, and it keeps them together in the family. Love grows easily if you feed it properly. 
However, it dies easily if you starve it. Many people love each other before they are married, and so 
they marry one another. But after they are married, they begin to starve their love, and their love 
gradually dies. 

Marriage without love is a painful thing. A family that is without love is an even more painful thing. If 
a family is without love, it may not feel the pain of it now. It may not feel anything before the couple 
reaches middle age. But when they become old, you will find that something is wrong with this 
family; it is too cold! The difference between a family that has love and one that has no love is very 
great. Learn to feed your family with love before you reach middle age. Try your best to feed it and 
nourish it. If you do this, your home will be full of love. 

Another point which needs much attention: Every married person should find out the things that the 
other person is most afraid of. Do not indulge in your own carefree lifestyle. Every person has 
something which he or she hates or fears the most. This hatred and fear may be related to a moral 
weakness. Husbands and wives must learn to accommodate each other and learn to adjust 
themselves in this case. One person may fear and abhor something that is not at all related to a moral 
weakness. In this case the other party should learn to compromise completely. 

Let me give one or two examples. A few years ago I read a story about a husband in America who 
sued his wife for abuse. This story may sound funny, but it is also scary. This husband could not 
stand monotonous sounds. He simply could not tolerate them. Originally, he and his wife were 
deeply in love, but the marriage came to a crisis after two years. His wife loved to knit, but he could 
not bear the sound of it. For the first year or two, he tried to tolerate it. But gradually it became 
worse. By the seventh year, he could no longer tolerate it, and he sued her for mental abuse. The 
judge declared that it was not a crime to knit and did not grant them the divorce. The husband told 
the judge, “Before I was married, she was like a lamb to me and I loved her. After a year of marriage, 
I found out that she was addicted to knitting. Each time she completed a piece, she would take it 
apart and knit it back all over again. She just loves to knit. Today I cannot bear the sight of any 
woolen yarn. I cannot even bear the sight of a lamb; as soon as I see one I try to kill it. If you do not 
grant me the divorce, do not blame me for killing someone else’s lamb.” Do you see the problem 
here? It is a real problem. His wife felt that there was nothing wrong with her knitting, but her 
husband hated knitting so much that he was driven to kill any lamb that he saw. 

Please remember that everyone has things that he does not like and things that he fears. These things 
may have nothing to do with morality. A person may hate monotonous sounds; this is his peculiarity. 
Everyone has his own peculiarity, which has nothing to do with morality. For any family to be 
successful, the husband and the wife must never do anything which the other party considers 
obnoxious, even though he or she may not have the same feeling about it. If you do something which 
the other party cannot stand, yet have no feeling about it, you will end up having problems in your 
family. 

In Shanghai I had many occasions to talk to families. During my travels, I also talked to many 
families. The things that a family fights over are often very small matters. To outsiders and friends, 
they may be small matters. But when these so-called small matters happen with such frequency that 
it exhausts a person’s patience, major problems occur in the family. 

We must realize before God that it is a very delicate thing for two persons to live together. This is not 
an easy task. Never think that we can be loose in this. What you consider inconsequential may be 
intolerable to the other party. You will be mentally torturing the other party if you do what he or she 
cannot stand. 

VII. NOT BEING SELFISH 

There is another consideration which is very important for the family: One must not be selfish. If you 
are married, you must live like a married person. You should not live like a bachelor. First 
Corinthians 7 says that a person marries to please the other person (vv. 33-34). Selfishness is 
probably one of the chief causes of family problems. 
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I remember a pastor in America who conducted the marriage of more than 750 couples during his 
lifetime. In every wedding he would advise the newlyweds to take note of one thing—not to be 
selfish. After they were married, they had to love each other and not be selfish. When the pastor was 
old, he wrote to all the couples asking how they were doing. All of them replied that they were able 
to have a happy family life because they took his advice about not being selfish. This is very unusual 
in America. At least twenty-five percent of American marriages end up in divorce today. But these 
seven hundred or more couples had lived happily with each other. 

We must see that selfishness is a big problem. We must learn to feel what the other person feels. We 
must learn to feel his pain, his joy, his dislikes, his problems, and his inclinations. A person cannot 
be a good husband or a good wife if he or she is subjective. Those who are subjective are selfish. In 
fact, self-love is the most subjective thing. 

A basic condition for marriage is self-sacrifice. Sacrifice means learning to please the other person. 
If you want to please the other person, you must be objective, not subjective. It is not a matter of 
your likes and dislikes, but of the other party’s likes and dislikes. Learn to discover what the other 
party likes. Learn to understand him and his views. Learn to stand on his side, and learn to 
understand him and yourself from his perspective. Learn to sacrifice your own feelings, your own 
opinions, and your own views as much as possible. Try to understand and know the other side. 
Pursue self-sacrifice and love. If you do this, you will have fewer problems in the family. 

Many married men think that they are the center of the universe. They think that the whole universe 
revolves around them. When they marry a girl, they receive her into the family for their own welfare 
and benefit. Those who think this way surely bring problems to their family. A wife may also think 
that she is the center of the universe and that everyone exists for her sake. She may think that 
everyone is for her happiness, and that when she found a husband, she actually found a slave. For 
her, everyone else is peripheral and she is the center. She marries a husband only for the purpose of 
achieving her goal. Such a marriage will surely fail. It serves nothing but self-interest. Brothers and 
sisters, your family will have problems unless you pay attention to this matter. 

VIII. ALLOWING THE OTHER PARTY THE FREEDOM 
TO KEEP SECRETS AND HAVE PRIVATE POSSESSIONS 

In a home, you must allow the other person to have a certain amount of freedom and confidentiality. 
You must also allow the other person to keep his or her private possessions. 

In many homes wives do not have any rights. In other homes husbands do not have any rights. 
These kind of families are bound to have problems. You may be a husband or a wife, but bear in 
mind one thing: Anybody in the world can be loved except one type of person—a jailer. No one can 
love a jailer, a prison warden, or someone who imprisons him. No one can love those who take away 
his freedom. Many husbands are like prison wardens to their wives. For them to expect their wives 
to love them is like expecting a prisoner to love the prison warden; nothing can be more impossible 
than this. They hope for the impossible. Many wives are prison wardens to their husbands. They are 
asking the impossible when they want their husbands to love them. Prison wardens are objects of 
fear, not objects of love. You can never completely take away a person’s own freedom. Although 
marriage does take away a man or a woman’s freedom, not all freedom should be sacrificed. The 
husband does not have to give up all his freedom to the wife, nor does the wife have to give up all her 
freedom to her husband. If you expect your wife to give up all her freedom to you, this is the same as 
saying that you want her to fear or hate you. 

No one likes to lose all of his freedom; this is human nature. Even God gives us freedom. The biggest 
proof of this is that there are no fences around hell. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was 
not surrounded by the fiery sword of the cherubim from the beginning. If God did not want man to 
have any freedom, He would have surrounded the tree of the knowledge of good and evil with the 
fiery sword of the cherubim in the first place, and Adam and Eve would not have eaten the fruit. But 
God does not infringe upon man’s freedom. For this reason, every husband should leave room for 
the wife, and every wife also should leave room for the husband. If you take away all freedom and 
make all the decisions, it is only natural that the other party will fear you. If you are not careful, the 
other party may go further; he or she may hate you. As soon as freedom is gone, hatred comes in. At 
the minimum, fear will come in. 

The husband must learn to give the wife some freedom, and the wife must learn to give the husband 
some freedom. Allow the other party to have his own time, his own money, and his own possessions. 
Do not think that you can borrow your wife’s time for your use just because you are her husband. 
Both the husband and the wife have to learn to keep their place. When you waste your wife’s time, 
you are taking away her freedom. Small matters can become serious problems later. 
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Every husband and wife should have his or her own secrets. This is a legitimate thing. The right 
hand does not need to know what the left hand does. If he is the left hand, it is not necessary for you 
as the right hand to know what he is doing. Learn to respect individuality. Do not make two persons 
one. If you keep this rule, you will avoid many problems in the family. 

IX. THE WAY TO SOLVE FAMILY PROBLEMS 

What should we do when there are disputes between the husband and the wife? How do we solve 
family disputes? It is inevitable for husbands and wives to encounter problems and enter into 
arguments. However, since both are adults and are children of God, they must learn to know what 
the other person’s problem is, and where they differ. Before they can solve any disputes, they must 
know where the problem lies. 

A. Any Settlement Needing to Be Fair 

Any settlement must be fair. If it is not fair, it will not last. Do not expect one party to endure to the 
end. One out of ten Christians may endure to the end. But the other nine will not able to endure to 
the end. If a solution is not fair, sooner or later the problem will come back again. When I was in 
Shanghai, I arbitrated in some family disputes. Many people wondered why tiny matters could be 
blown up to such a big scale. You must realize that when small matters are blown up, they are not 
blown up because of the matters themselves but because of history. It is the accumulation of a series 
of things that leads to the explosion. The explosion may be ignited by small matters, but the 
underlying cause may have been an accumulation of grudges over the years. Do not consider any 
matter to be trivial. Problems surface today because they were not dealt with in a fair way in the first 
place, and patience ran out in the meantime. 

B. Holding Conferences 
between Husbands and Wives 

It is best for outsiders to stay out of family disputes. Let the couple hold their own conference. Let 
them settle their own disputes when they get into an argument. Do not allow news to leak out of the 
family, while the family itself is left in the dark. Sometimes, news regarding the husband is heard 
twenty miles away and yet he does not know about it himself. Sometimes news about the wife travels 
the same way. Let the wife tell her own husband about their own affairs, and let the husband tell his 
own wife about their affairs. In this way both are clear. Our experience tells us that husbands seldom 
know what their wives are thinking about and vice versa. Everyone else knows what they are 
thinking about, but they themselves do not know what each other is thinking about. Therefore, allow 
both to have the opportunity to speak to each other, and each should wait for the other to finish 
before he or she speaks. Do not allow the talkative side to dominate the talk. The husband must 
listen to the wife, and the wife must listen to the husband. 

Many times, problems are solved as soon as the husband hears a word from the mouth of his wife, or 
the wife hears a word from the mouth of her husband. Many wives will only speak but will not listen 
to their husbands. If they would just listen, their problems would go away. 

Both husband and wife should sit down and discuss the matter in an objective way, not in a 
subjective way. Once they become subjective, the discussion will fall apart. While they are talking, 
they should try to find the right judgment and the right feeling. They may not know who is right, but 
they should try to find out what is right. They should try to understand what each one is saying. Both 
must do this objectively, not subjectively. Both should speak, and after speaking, they should pray 
together. Always seek settlement through prayer. Ask the Lord to clearly show them where the 
problem lies. If they can follow this advice, the problem will be more or less settled by the time they 
pray together a second time. Many problems arise because they have not sat down to listen to each 
other and to listen objectively. As soon as they sit down and listen objectively, half of the problem is 
solved. As they sit and listen some more, they will discover where the problem lies. 

During the first few years of a marriage life, a family should have this type of meeting two or three 
times a year. Each side will then learn where problems lie and how to deal with them. Many families 
need to learn this lesson. It will surely solve many problems within the family. 

X. THE NEED FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Between the two persons in the family, there must be confession and forgiveness. Many mistakes 
need to be confessed, not just ignored. Do not be careless about your own faults; you must always 
confess them. As for the faults of the other party, you must forgive them. 

When a Christian does something wrong, the basic principle is to not cover it up. It is not enough to 
just repent for it. When a Christian does something wrong, the basic principle is to confess. A 
Christian does not cover up or turn away from a sin; this is not enough to be called a Christian. 
When a Christian does something wrong, he must confess and say, “I was wrong in this.” Every 
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wrong must be confessed. Whenever there is any wrong between the husband and wife, there must 
be confession. One must acknowledge, “I have done wrong.” 

You confess when you are wrong. But what happens when the other person is wrong? You have to 
treat it the same way that you treat all Christian relationships. When there is any wrongdoing, learn 
to forgive. Do not delve into the matter and do not be vindictive. Love does not take account of evil. 
This means that it does not remember the sins of others. Learn to forgive them before the Lord. 
Once you forgive, you should forget. You have to lay aside what you have forgiven. Do not be like 
Peter, who tried to count the number of times others offended him (Matt. 18:21-22). As long as you 
are counting, you are not forgiving. Real forgiveness does not count the number of times one 
forgives. As soon as you forgive, the matter is over. In order for a family to go on, there must be 
forgiveness. 

XI. CONSENT OF BOTH PARTIES 
IN SEEKING HELP FROM THE CHURCH 

When a family has a problem, it must try to solve it first by calling a family meeting. In some cases 
one should forgive. In other cases one should confess. It is difficult for a third party to settle disputes 
within a family. The disputes between two persons are most easily solved between themselves. When 
a third party is involved, the situation becomes complicated. We should try to settle any dispute in as 
simple a way as possible. Do not look for complicated solutions. Referring a dispute to a third party 
is like adding mud to an injured leg. An injured leg without any mud is easily treated. But when mud 
is added, it is hard to deal with the wound. Disputes between two persons are more easily solved 
when a third party is not involved. As soon as a third party is informed, the problem is complicated. 
Therefore, a couple should learn to solve their own problems and should not try to inform a third 
party about it. 

However, sometimes one needs to refer a certain matter to the church. Please remember that a 
person should not bring the matter to the church alone. The husband must seek the consent of the 
wife and vice versa before they can bring their dispute to the church. The two persons must have 
exhausted their means of handling the situation, and they now want the church to step in to help 
them. They should not come with their quarrels, but as those who are seeking help from the church. 
Both must come, and both must speak. Suppose both are willing to come to the church and say, “We 
are Christians. There is something between us. We would like the church to point out what is 
wrong.” One will tell the church how he feels, and the other will tell the church how she feels as well. 
When both do this, it is easy for the church to step in to solve the problem. This is not an occasion 
for vindication. It is not the time for each person to expose the other’s faults. Neither is it a time to 
get into a brawl. The purpose of telling the church is for both parties to sincerely discover where the 
problem lies. 

XII. LIVING TOGETHER BEFORE THE LORD 

In order to settle family problems and to have a good family life, there is also the need of positive 
influence. In particular, families with children should set aside a time for prayer together, a time for 
waiting upon the Lord and for fellowshipping about spiritual matters. Both the wife and the husband 
should be open to judgment from God’s light concerning many matters. Neither the husband nor the 
wife should try to save his or her “face.” Both should be willing to come under the judgment of God’s 
light. There should be many spiritual transactions in the family. The members of the family should 
spend much time in prayer and spiritual fellowship together. This is especially true for families with 
children. They must seek opportunities to come more often to the Lord. In order for a family to go 
on properly, the husband and the wife should both live before the Lord. As soon as they do not live 
before the Lord, their family will have problems. 

XIII. THE PROPER CHURCH LIFE BEING MAINTAINED 
THROUGH A PROPER FAMILY LIFE 

I have mentioned twelve items. I hope that you will learn these lessons in the family. Do not be 
careless or foolish in these matters. If you do not learn your lessons well, family problems will soon 
become church problems. If a man cannot live together with his wife at home and cannot be one 
with her, he can never be one with the brothers and sisters in the church. This is a fact. A person 
cannot possibly fight at home with his wife and come to the church with hallelujahs in his mouth. 
One can only be a good brother in the church when he is a good husband and father at home. A good 
church life is maintained through good families. The husbands have to be good and the wives also 
have to be good. Then the church life will be free of problems. 
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