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Our shepherding of others is mainly through our speaking; our actions also matter a lot, and our attitude 
is quite important, but we shepherd them through our speaking. A very important principle in 
shepherding others and in fellowship with them is that we need to be restricted in our speaking (John 
6:63; Acts 6:10). Our attitude toward the saints should be of love, and this love is not our natural human 
love but God as love being lived out in us. In our natural love, we may love a good person or one who 
matches our disposition, but when we love all saints with God as love, we will love even those who don’t 
seem so lovable. 

Someone may join our meetings and be built up with us, and then suddenly leave and join another group 
or a denomination; this doesn’t mean that we should not love him anymore but rather, love them even 
more. Love covers and endures, and love doesn’t require that one be loved back. If someone meets in the 
church life and then falls back into the world, we should not have the attitude of not accepting him 
because he’s not qualified; this is not love but hate. We should not hate others, for love covers all sins 
(Prov. 10:12). May we be like the sons of Noah who cover others’ nakedness without even looking upon it, 
so that we may get the blessing and not the curse. 

When we uncover others’ shortcomings or failures, we will suffer a curse, but if we cover others’ sins, 
defects, and shortcomings, we enjoy, gain, and receive blessings. When we turn a sinner back from the 
error of his way, we will save one’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins (James 5:20). God is 
love, and He has poured out His love into our hearts with the Holy Spirit; love is not jealous, is not 
provoked, and doesn’t take account of evil (1 Cor. 13:4-8). Love covers all things, endures all things, and 
never falls away; love is the greatest (v. 13). 

In ourselves, we are easily provoked; the reason we’re provoked is the cause of the shortage of love. When 
we are filled with the divine love, we will not be provoked, no matter how much others rebuke us. Love 
doesn’t take account of evil; in ourselves, we have a list in the back of our head of the things others did to 
us, but love doesn’t take account of evil. May we realize that, in shepherding others according to God, we 
need to cover their sins, not taking account of their evils. Also, love doesn’t revile; to revile is to rebuke or 
criticize harshly or abusively, to assail with abusive language. May we not speak reviling words and also 
not take in reviling words (1 Cor. 6:10; cf. Num. 6:6; Lev. 5:3). In order for the church to maintain the 
oneness, the brothers and the sisters may withstand reviling words, and they must not revile others. 

How can we not revile others? Just as the consciousness of sin comes from knowing God, so the 
consciousness of reviling words comes from our knowing the Body. When we know the Body of Christ, we 
realize that reviling words are opposed to the testimony of the Body. All this has to do with our speaking; 
we need to be restricted in our speaking in shepherding others. If we revile others, uncover their sins, or 
condemn them in our speaking, God will never entrust authority to us. On one hand, we need to have a 
clear sight over the people with much discernment, but on the other hand, we should be blind spiritually, 
in the sense of not judging or condemning others (Eph. 4:29-32). If we speak carelessly and express our 
opinions loosely, we cannot be used by God to care for others. But if we judge ourselves and put ourselves 
under the cross, being restricted in our speaking, we realize that all saints are lovable in God’s eyes, and 
we will love them with God as our love. 

Our speaking will be seasoned with salt, and we will speak words of grace, that which is good for building 
up (Col. 4:6), and we will not tear down. May our speaking be dealt with by the cross so that we may be 
restricted in our speaking so that we may be effective in our shepherding. (Quoted from: https:// 

www.agodman.com/cooperate-christs-shepherding-todays-overcomers-consummating-new-jerusalem/) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  6: ENTERING INTO CHRIST’S WONDERFUL SHEPHERDING  
IN HIS HEAVENLY MINISTRY TO SHEPHERD THE CHURCH AS A SLAVE OF GOD  

FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF THE DREAM OF GOD 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 15.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 22 & 23. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Husband and Wife (Part 1).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-9) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 6. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 10 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter  
  6. College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 7 & 8.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

27/03/2022 
Lord’s Day 

28/03/2022 
Monday 

29/03/2022 
Tuesday 

30/03/2022 
Wednesday 

31/03/2022 
Thursday 

01/04/2022 
Friday 

02/04/2022 
Saturday 

Mark 8:1-26 8:27—9:1 9:2-29 9:30-50 10:1-16 10:17-34 10:35-52 

1. Submission of the name list for the restructured small group 

 All the responsible brothers of each district or group are requested to submit a name list of the restructured or 

adjustment of the groups to the office before 04/04/2022 (Monday). Through confirming the name list, the 

responsible brothers will be able to provide proper care and help in recovering the physical small group life 

more effectively. May the saints enter into the burden and leading of the church, follow aggressively the 

footsteps of the flock, being in one accord to bring in the Lord’s blessing. 

 

2. Registration for the Campus Students Blending Conference in Malaysia 

 The conference will be held online via ZOOM          

 Date         : 14-17/04/2022 

 Registration Fee  : RM10 per pax 

 Registrants     : Students studying in colleges, pre-universities, fresh graduates and campus serving ones 

 Deadline      : 28/03/2022 (Monday) 

 Remark       : You may register with the following link (https://forms.gle/wDcZxRgo52XpeHVN6).  

             For enquiries on this conference registration, please contact the campus serving ones  

             Brother Christofer Ling (019-5105243) and Brother Felix Chin (016-5728630). 

 

3. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 
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Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Chinese Gospel Forum — A 
Wonderful Human Life 27/03/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  851 5754 9675 3927 

ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 

Date Time 

14/04 (Thu) Session 1    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

15/04 (Fri)  Session 2    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

Session 3    8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 

16/04 (Sat)   
Session 4  10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 5    3:00 p.m. —   4:30 p.m. 

Session 6    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

17/04 (LD) Session 7    8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

4.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Remarks: 1. Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
          according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 

         2. All saints must follow the S.O.P. during the pandemic, wear mask, measure body  
          temperature and scan using the MySejahtera App.  

 

5. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

6. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—3 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

LOVE PREVAILS (Part 1) 

In the previous two chapters we saw that shepherding and teaching are the 
obligation of the vital groups. In this chapter we want to see that love prevails. Regardless of how 
much we shepherd and teach others, without love everything is in vain. First Corinthians 13 is a 
chapter covering one unique thing, that is, love. This chapter tells us that even if we prophesy in the 
highest way and give everything for others, without love they mean nothing (vv. 2-3). Both 
shepherding and teaching need love, not our natural love but His divine love. 

GOD BEING LOVE 

We are God’s species because we have been born of Him to have His life and nature (John 1:12-13). 
We have been regenerated to be God’s species, God’s kind, and God is love. Since we become God in 
His life and nature, we also should be love. This means that we do not merely love others but that we 
are love itself. As His species, we should be love because He is love. Whoever is love is God’s species, 
God’s kind. 
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03/04/2022 Hall 3 10/04/2022 Hall 4 

S PECIAL 

FELLOWSHIP 

Time Hall Area Details 

02/04 (Sat)  

6 Block A Level 3 (badminton 
court), corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the corridors, clean the 
toilets, remove bird droppings 

4 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

3 Block B Ground Floor and 1st 
Floor (including main hall, dining 
area, toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider 
webs 

5 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mez-
zanine), corridors outside main 
hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets  

03/04 (LD)  
2 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 

C103, C104, garden in front of 
and behind Block C, and Block C  
Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, 
trim the flowerbeds and mow the 
grass etc. 

1 Block A Level 1 corridors, en-
trance staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, arrange the 
chairs and clean the toilets 



 

 

God is love; we love because He first loved us (1 John 4:8, 19). God does not want us to love with our 
natural love but with Him as our love. God created man in His image (Gen. 1:26), which means that 
He created man according to what He is. God’s image is what God is, and His attributes are what He 
is. According to the revelation in the Holy Scriptures, God’s first attribute is love. God created man 
according to His attributes, the first of which is love. Although created man does not have the reality 
of love, there is something in his created being that wants to love others. Even fallen man has the 
desire within him to love. But that is just a human virtue, the very expression of the divine attribute 
of love. When we were regenerated, God infused us with Himself as love. We love Him because He 
first loved us. He initiated this love. 

GOD’S PREDESTINATION OF US 
UNTO THE DIVINE SONSHIP 

God’s predestination of us unto the divine sonship was motivated by the divine love. Ephesians 1:4-5 
says that God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world “to be holy and without blemish 
before Him in love, predestinating us unto sonship.” The phrase in love can be joined with the 
phrase predestinating us unto sonship. God predestinated us unto sonship in love. John 3:16 says 
that God so loved the world. He loved us before the foundation of the world. 

GOD’S GIVING OF HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON TO US 
BEING MOTIVATED BY THE DIVINE LOVE 

God’s giving of His only begotten Son to us that we may be saved from perdition judicially through 
His death and have the eternal life organically in His resurrection was motivated by the divine love 
(3:16; 1 John 4:9-10). John 3:16 is strengthened by two verses from John’s first Epistle—4:9 and 10. 
First John 4:10 says that God sent His Son to us as a propitiation for our sins. This is judicial 
through His death. Verse 9 says that God sent His Son to us that we may have life and live through 
Him. This is organic in His resurrection. John 3:16 should be read with 1 John 4:9-10. 

GOD’S LOVE BEING THE SOURCE 

God’s love is the source of the grace of Christ dispensed to us through the fellowship of the Spirit (2 
Cor. 13:14). This is for us to enjoy the processed and consummated Triune God. 

GOD’S LOVE MOTIVATING US TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES 

God’s love motivates us, His children, to love our enemies that we may be perfect as He is; He loves 
the fallen human race, who became His enemies, by causing His sun (signifying Christ) to rise on the 
evil and the good indiscriminately and sending rain (signifying the Spirit) on the just and the unjust 
equally; thus, we may become the sons of the heavenly Father who are sanctified from the tax 
collectors and the Gentiles (Matt. 5:43-48). The entire human race became His enemies, but God 
still loves the human race. If God sent Christ to us with discrimination, we would be disqualified 
from receiving His salvation. He causes His sun to rise first on the evil and then on the good without 
discrimination. 

We should be like God in our love for others. The tax collectors love only those who love them. The 
Lord said, “If you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same?” (v. 46). If we love only those who love us, we are of the same species as the tax 
collectors. But we are of the super, divine species, so we love the evil ones, our enemies, as well as 
the good ones. This shows how God as love prevails. 

The vital groups should be groups that are prevailing. A proof that our vital group is prevailing is 
that we love people without any discrimination. Some Christian co-workers may feel that we should 
let certain persons suffer eternal perdition. They may say that they would not love certain persons, 
such as bank robbers. But while Christ was being crucified on the cross, two robbers were crucified 
with Him (27:38). One of them said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your 
kingdom” (Luke 23:42). Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you, Today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise” (v. 43). The first one saved by Christ through His crucifixion was not a gentleman but a 
criminal, a robber, sentenced to death. This is very meaningful. 

LOVE BUILDS UP 

First Corinthians 8:1b says, “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” Teaching without love may 
puff us up. We may listen to the messages of the ministry and become puffed up with mere 
knowledge. This does not build up. Love builds up. 

LOVE BEING THE GREATEST 

Love is not jealous, is not provoked, does not take account of evil, covers all things, endures all 
things, never falls away, and is the greatest (13:4-8, 13). Jealousy is in our nature. When a new child 
is born in a family, the other child may become jealous. Jealousy is also present in the church life. 
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HUSBAND AND WIFE (Part 1) 

Scripture Reading: Col. 3:18-19; 1 Pet. 3:1-7; Eph. 5:22-23 

We have already covered the subject of choosing a mate. That word was for the young brothers and 
sisters. However, not everyone among us is young. In the future some new believers among us will be 
married ones. The Bible has clear teachings for those who are married. Some portions of the Word 
contain teachings for husbands, and some portions contain teachings for wives. Before a person is 
married, he should do his best to choose someone with the fewest number of weaknesses. However, 
after a person is married, he or she has to learn to behave in a way that avoids causing problems to 
the family or the church. 

I. SPENDING TIME TO LEARN TO BE 
A HUSBAND OR A WIFE 

The first thing a married person must realize is that it is a serious matter to be a husband or a wife. 
Everyone needs a certain amount of preparation before taking a job. For example, a doctor needs 
five, six, or seven years of training before he can practice medicine. A teacher has to spend a few 
years in a teaching college before starting to teach. An engineer also needs to spend four years in the 
university before launching his career. Even a nurse needs to study for three years in preparation for 
her career. But the interesting thing is that no one spends a day learning how to be a husband or a 
wife. It is no wonder that there are so many bad husbands and wives. They have never sat down to 
consider how to be a proper husband or a proper wife. I would be very hesitant and uneasy about 
asking someone to treat my illness if he had never studied medicine. Likewise, I would be very 
hesitant and uneasy about using a nurse who had never studied nursing before. I would be fearful 
and uneasy about hiring a teacher who had never been trained. If I wanted to build a house, I would 
only want to hire a civil engineer. I would worry and be afraid if he were not a trained civil engineer. 
Similarly, I have doubts about those who have become husbands or wives without ever being trained. 

Our parents never taught us to be husbands or wives. When we grow up, we find a job. When we have 
the ability to support a family, we find a partner and get married. Please remember that many 
difficulties arise between the husband and the wife because neither has undergone any preparation. 
When two persons are drawn into a marriage unprepared and suddenly find themselves husband and 
wife, how can they expect anything but problems for the family? Everything we do with our life 
requires training; we dare not jump into anything rashly. We prepare for our work and try to learn 
something about it before we plunge into it. 

We must see that no job is more difficult than the job of being a husband or a wife. All jobs have fixed 
working hours. This is the only job that takes up all twenty-four hours of the day. Every job has a 
retirement age except this one. This is a very serious vocation and a very important one. 

M 
ESSAGES FOR 

BUILDING UP 

NEW BELIEVERS 

One sister may be jealous of another sister because she receives many Amens from the saints when 
she prays or prophesies. Some brothers may be jealous when they see that another brother has been 
appointed into the eldership. After being in the church life for over sixty years, I can testify that one 
of the hardest things is to appoint the elders. We realize that if we appoint a certain brother, another 
brother whom we do not feel to appoint may be stumbled because of jealousy. If a certain sister is 
asked to take the lead in a sisters’ house, the others may become jealous, but love is not jealous. 

Also, love is not provoked. People are easily provoked because of the shortage of love. Regardless of 
how much we are rebuked, we will not be provoked if we are filled with the divine love. Love does not 
take account of evil. We have to confess that we have taken account of other people’s evil. Some wives 
have a record, an account, of their husband’s failures and defects. This record may not be written, but 
it is in their mind. They are taking account of their husband’s evil. 

The elders need to realize that in their shepherding, they have to cover others’ sins, to not take 
account of others’ evils. Love covers all things, not only the good things but also the bad things. 
Whoever uncovers the defects, shortcomings, and sins of the members of the church is disqualified 
from the eldership. Our uncovering of the members under our eldership, our shepherding, annuls 
our qualification. Love also endures all things and never falls away. First Corinthians 13 concludes by 
saying, “Now there abide faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love” (v. 13). (The 
Vital Groups, Chapter 8) 
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For now we will put the past behind us. Even though you were not prepared when you became a 
husband or a wife, you have nevertheless become one. You are already married and have reached 
this point in your life. Perhaps your looseness in the past has ruined your family. Today you have to 
see that the family is a very serious matter. You have to go back and learn your lessons all over 
again. The husbands need to go back to learn how to be husbands, and the wives need to go back to 
learn how to be wives. 

It may not work for a person to try to apply the same earnestness he adopts in his job to his family. 
The truth, however, is that many people are far more careless toward their family than they are 
toward their jobs. This invites inevitable failure into their family. We have to pour all of our energy 
into building our family. We have to be more conscientious with it than with our jobs. If we behave 
carelessly and do not consider being a husband or a wife a serious occupation, our family will end up 
with nothing but failure. If we want our family to be a successful family, we have to cherish it as a 
job and spend time with it. We have to try our best to make it work. This is serious business, and we 
have to make it work at all costs. Those who are careless about their marriage and have no intention 
of making it a success will never have a successful marriage. 

All married brothers and sisters must learn this lesson. We must spend time before the Lord to deal 
with this matter in a responsible way. This is a more difficult job than any other job. We need to 
spend time before the Lord to learn our lesson well. I hope that we will start learning it today. 

II. CLOSING ONE’S EYES 
TO THE OTHER PARTY’S WEAKNESSES 

After a person is married, he should learn to close his eyes so that he does not see. In a marriage two 
persons live together as husband and wife. They do this day by day, year by year, without any leave 
of absence or separation. There is plenty of time for each one to find the other person’s weaknesses 
and faults. You have to learn before the Lord to close your eyes the day you are married. The 
purpose of a marriage is not to discover the weaknesses in the other party; it is not to discover the 
other party’s flaws. Your wife is not your student, and your husband is not your disciple. There is no 
need for you to seek out his faults in order to “help” him. Never look for weaknesses and never try to 
correct. If you take heed to this warning, your family will be on a firm foundation. 

As I mentioned earlier, one has to open his eyes wide to discern and consider all the faults of the 
other party carefully before entering into a marriage. But after he is married, he should not try to 
know anything more. From the day he is married, he should forget about trying to understand 
anything. If he tries to find faults, he can easily find some. However, God has put the two together. 
They may have the next fifty years together. Each side will have all the opportunities he or she wants 
to find out the weaknesses of the other party during those fifty years. This is why the first thing to do 
after being married is to close your eyes to the other person’s faults and weaknesses. You know a 
great deal already. If you intentionally try to find out more, you will end up with nothing but trouble. 

When God puts two persons together as husband and wife, His intention is that there be submission 
and love between the two. He has no intention for them to discover each other’s faults or to correct 
each other. God has not made you a teacher or a master. None of the husbands are the teachers of 
their wives, and none of the wives are the masters of their husbands. No one needs to correct her 
husband, and no one needs to correct his wife. Whatever type of person you have married, you 
should expect them to continue in the same way. There is no need to look at the faults and 
weaknesses of others and try to change them. A motive of trying to change the other party is 
basically wrong. Those who are married must learn to close their eyes. Learn to love the other party. 
Do not try to help or correct them. 

III. LEARNING TO ACCOMMODATE 

One must learn to accommodate as well. This is the first lesson one must learn after he is married. 
No matter how much alike the husband and the wife are, and no matter how compatible their 
characters are, sooner or later they will discover many differences between them. They will have 
different opinions, different likes and dislikes, different ideas, and different inclinations. Sooner or 
later they will discover many differences between them. This is why a person must learn to 
accommodate the other person as soon as he is married. 

What does it mean to accommodate? The meaning of accommodation is to meet someone halfway. 
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We need to take note that it is something mutual. The best thing is for both sides to give in. If it is 
not possible for both sides to give in, at least one side must try to go halfway. Even if one sees many 
problems, he should still try to move away from his own position to the other party’s position. It is 
best to move over completely. But at least one should meet the other halfway. In other words, after 
two people are married, both must learn to change at least half of everything they do. It is best to 
change completely. But at least they should change half of what they do. Always go out of your way 
to meet the other party. To accommodate means to not insist on one’s own view and to be willing to 
drop one’s ideas. A person may have a certain view, but he compromises his view for the other’s 
sake.  

If a young couple would learn to accommodate each other during the first five years of their 
marriage life, they would have a peaceful and happy family after these five years. Accommodation 
means one side goes halfway and the other side also goes halfway. It means one side moves halfway 
across and the other side also moves halfway across. The husband gives in to the wife, and the wife 
gives in to the husband. If neither party knows the meaning of this during the first five years of their 
marriage life, it will be difficult for the family to go on harmoniously. Marriage is not a simple 
matter. In order to have a good marriage, one must put much effort into it to make it good. 

Accommodating others means sympathizing with the other person’s limitations. Some people are 
very sensitive to sound. Others are very afraid of silence. Some cannot stand noise, while others 
cannot live without noise and excitement. That is why you have to learn to accommodate. If one 
person likes to be quiet and the other person lowers his voice for this one’s sake, both have gone 
halfway, and there is accommodation. Suppose one is extremely clean, while the other is extremely 
lazy. If the lazy one has to go along with the clean one all the way, he will throw down his pillows and 
clothes and sing for joy when his wife leaves for her parents. On the other hand, if the tidy wife 
always has to go along with the lazy one, she will want to move back to her parents’ home when she 
cannot put up with the mess. 

As Christians we should learn to deny ourselves. Self-denial makes one an accommodating person. 
Both the husband and the wife have to learn to accommodate each other. In this way the family will 
have peace, even if they do not yet have happiness. If there is self-denial in the family, there will 
surely be accommodation in the family. If there is no self-denial in the family, no one will be 
accommodating. 

Accommodation is needed not only in a few things or a dozen things but even in hundreds and 
thousands of things. We cannot expect anything less. This is the discipline God gives to us in the 
family. Because we have to accommodate others in the family, we are disciplined through the family. 
This is the way we learn discipline. We must learn to put our views aside and accept the views of 
others. We must learn to accommodate. 

IV. LEARNING TO APPRECIATE 
THE VIRTUES OF THE OTHER PERSON 

Once we are married, we have to learn to appreciate each other’s virtues. In a family we need to learn 
to close our eyes to each other’s faults and accommodate each other on the one hand, and we need to 
learn to appreciate each other’s virtues on the other hand. This means that when the other person 
does something good, we must be sensitive to it. If a husband does not know how to appreciate his 
wife or vice versa, he or she opens up a big gap in the family. This does not mean that the husband 
has to flatter the wife or that the wife has to do something special to please the husband. It means 
that both must learn to appreciate the other person’s virtues, goodness, and beauty. 

I know a brother who is taking responsibility in a local church. All the brothers and sisters in that 
locality think that he is a very good brother. But if you ask his wife about him, she will tell you that 
he is hopeless. The sister constantly criticizes her husband, saying that he is not qualified to be a 
responsible brother. In that local church, all the brothers and sisters are submissive, with one 
exception—his wife. You will find that this kind of family will not go on well. 

We also know of cases involving the opposite circumstance, in which everyone says that a certain 
sister is very good, but her husband does not. One year I was in Peking talking to a few people. 
Everyone there spoke highly of a certain sister. Halfway through the conversation, her husband 
came in. As the conversation about the sister went on, her husband remained silent. He seemed to 
be saying, “You do not know her. I have married the wrong person.” The thought that one has 
married the wrong person has destroyed many families. 
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A husband must not be behind others in his appreciation of his wife. He may not need to excel above 

others in his appreciation, but he must not be behind others. You are not a proper spouse if your 

level of appreciation is less than that of others. If you feel that your husband is wrong, why did you 

marry him in the first place? This proves that you were firstly wrong. In order to have a good family, 

the husband must know how to appreciate the wife, and the wife must know how to appreciate the 

husband. One must not say something bad while others are saying something good about his or her 

spouse. You must discover his or her virtues. You must be sensitive to his or her merits. Whenever 

the opportunity arises, you must publicly acknowledge his or her virtues and speak your feelings. 

You are not telling lies. You are telling facts. When you appreciate your husband or your wife, your 

family will become more united, and your relationship more solid. If you do not do this, you will 

bring many problems to the family. Many misunderstandings and problems in the family arise as a 

result of neglecting this matter. 

In England, a sister once married a brother, but the brother never said anything good about her all 

her life. This sister was always worried, saying, “I have failed as a wife. I have failed as a Christian.” 

She worried so much that she contracted tuberculosis and later died. Before she died, her husband 

said to her, “If you die, I do not know what I will do because you have done so much for me. If you 

pass away, what will happen to our family?” The wife asked, “Why did you not say this earlier?” Then 

she went on, “I have always felt that I was not good, and I rebuked myself for it. You have never once 

said that I was good. I was sad and worried and always thought that I was wrong. That is why I 

became sick and am about to die.” This is a true story. The husband told her how he felt only on her 

deathbed. Please remember that there is always a place in the family for kind words. We should 

learn to speak more kind words. We should learn to appreciate our wives and our husbands. 

I know of some brothers who do not do well because their wives never appreciate them. The wives 

always think that their husbands are useless. They say to their husbands, “Among all the brothers, 

you are the only useless one.” These brothers become self-condemning. They say, “I cannot do 

anything. My wife says that I am no good. The person who knows me the most says that I am no 

good.” As a result, they actually turn out to be no good. Whether or not one has a happy family life 

depends not only on closing our eyes to the others’ weaknesses, but also on finding out the other 

party’s virtues and appreciating them. Sometimes we have to tell the other party about it or 

acknowledge it in public. If we do this, many problems in the family will disappear. 

V. BEING POLITE 

One also must exercise politeness in the family. It is repugnant for anyone to be impolite to others. 

You should treat everyone politely, no matter who he or she may be. No matter how familiar you are 

with a friend, you should never give up your manners. As soon as you give them up, you will lose 

him. No matter how close you are to others, you will lose them the moment you give up your 

manners. In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul told us that love does not behave unbecomingly. Love does not 

allow anyone to give up his manners. Please remember that problems at home often arise because of 

small matters. It is often at home that a person behaves with unbecoming manners. Most people 

think that they can throw away their manners because their wife or husband is so familiar to them. 

Please remember that the joy and pleasure of human relationships have much to do with manners. 

As soon as you throw away proper manners, the ugly side of human nature will surface. No matter 

how familiar people are with one another, they must maintain proper manners between them. A 

brother put it aptly once when he said that manners are like the lubricating oil in a machine. The 

machine will run smoothly only with the lubricating oil. When two persons are together and 

manners are lacking, friction will arise and uncomfortable feelings will breed. 

A. Words 

In the home, we have to learn to always say, “Thank you” and “I am sorry.” We should take care of 

polite words such as thank you, may I, I am sorry, and please. If you do not know how to use these 

words, you cannot even make friends, let alone succeed at home. Christians must remember that 

love does not behave unbecomingly. You must learn to say, “I am sorry,” “Thank you,” and “May I” 

at home. Learn to speak polite words in the family. 
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B. Dress 

In the family not only must our words be proper and polite, but even the way we dress has to be 
proper and tidy. Everyone wants to dress properly in front of their friends. But one should dress 
properly in his family as well. You must dress neatly and be proper with your clothing. Love does not 
behave unbecomingly. Do not be loose through familiarity. Once you become familiar, you become 
loose, and it is easy to act impolitely. Familiarity breeds disrespect and contempt. Husbands and 
wives are already very familiar with each other. If propriety is absent, more familiarity will breed. 
Therefore, be proper in the way you dress yourselves. Do not save your sloppy dress for wearing at 
home. 

C. Conduct 

One must also be proper in his conduct. Whenever one serves something, it is best to serve it on a 
plate and to offer it to others with both hands. If he has only one hand to spare, he should still be 
proper in his attitude. When he passes a knife to others, he should avoid pointing the sharp end at 
others. When he passes a pair of scissors to others, he should avoid giving the others the pointed 
end. When he serves others something, he should present it properly and not throw it at them. We 
have to pay particular attention to these little gestures around the house. The difference between 
throwing something at others and handing it to them is only three seconds. But what a great 
difference it makes! Therefore, learn to have manners. 

I cannot say that I have known many families, but I cannot say that I have known few either. When a 
person is discreet at home, his family will have less problems. I have observed that when a husband 
and wife are polite to each other, there is more peace and less noise from the plates and chopsticks. 
Where manners are wanting and things are thrown around, the family is full of friction. If a husband 
and wife are polite to each other at home, they will at least be able to maintain a peaceful family. 

I believe that if many wives treated their friends the way they behaved in their family, no one would 
want to come to their houses. I also believe that if many husbands treated their colleagues the way 
they behaved at home, none of their colleagues would want to work with them. I want to tell the 
brothers that their wives have been very tolerant with them. They have tolerated what no colleagues 
would tolerate. I also want to tell the wives that their husbands have been very tolerant with them. If 
they treated their best friends the same way, their friends would desert them. Being impolite is an 
expression of crudeness. No Christian may be crude. A person who has learned the proper lessons 
will never be an impolite person. 

D. Voice 

There is another factor crucial to our manner—our voice. We may say similar things, but the way we 
say it may be different. Our tone can be different. When a boss speaks to his subordinates, he has 
one kind of tone. When friends speak to friends, they have another kind of tone. When people are in 
love, there is love in their tone of voice. When a person hates, there is hatred in his tone of voice. The 
problem with most people today is that they have exhausted their nice tone of voice before they get 
home. When they come home they have only an ugly tone of voice left. We are polite to our 
colleagues in the office, we are tolerant of the patients in the hospital, and we speak carefully to 
students in the school. But we speak bluntly when we are at home. If you spoke in the office with the 
tone of voice you have at home, you would be chased out of your office in two days. Many people 
have a very crude tone of voice at home. They use the crudest language in their homes. It is no 
wonder that they cannot maintain a proper family life. 

We must see that the family will not be peaceful as long as the tone of voice is wrong. Any tone of 
voice that is improper, strong, harsh, or proud must not be allowed in the family. Any tone of voice 
that is self-pitying, self-loving, or that gives the impression of a self-pronounced martyr must not be 
found in the family. If you speak in other places with the tone of voice that you use at home, you will 
ruin your career. Yet you allow such a tone of voice to remain in the family. It is no wonder that you 
are experiencing trouble at home. Therefore, we need to learn to be polite. Love does not behave 
unbecomingly, even in one’s tone of voice. Do not speak loosely. If one is careless with his tone of 
voice in the family, his family will not go on well. 
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