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We need to take, experience, and enjoy Christ as our Lord; what does this mean in our practical daily 
experience, in our daily life? In 2 Cor. 5:9, 14-15 we see that we need to be people who live to the Lord, 
and not merely for the Lord. It is good to live for the Lord, but to live to Him is even better and higher. 
The love of Christ constrains us like a tidal wave that flows in and carries us away. We may not want to go 
in a certain direction, but when we see the Lord’s love, we are constrained to no longer live to 
ourselves but to Him, who died for us and has been raised. In Gal. 2:19 Paul said that we through law 
have died to the law that we may live to God; to live to God here is difficult to define but rich in its 
implications. To live to the law is to be under the law, being directed by the law, governed by the law, and 
bearing the responsibility of fulfilling the law. But to live to the Lord means that we’re under the Lord’s 
direction and control; it means that we want to fulfill His requirements and satisfy His desires, and we 
want to do and complete what He intends. For us to be people who live to the Lord, we need the love of 
Christ to constrain us, even as it constrained the apostles, so that we would no longer live to ourselves but 
to the Lord. 

For the love of Christ to constrain us means that it forcibly limits us and shuts us up to one line and 
purpose, as in a narrow, walled road. Thank the Lord that His love forcibly limits us, for when we see His 
love, we can’t do what we want anymore but rather, we live to the Lord! Every day we need to tell the 
Lord, Lord, constrain me with Your love today! He will not forget that prayer; it may come a day when 
you want to “retire” from the church life or “take a break” from being a Christian, and then the Lord will 
come in to constrain us with His love, for we prayed for this. His love constrains us and shuts us up unto 
His purpose; it is like a narrow road that walls us. To live to ourselves means that we’re under our own 
control, direction, and governing; it means that we care for our own aims and goals. But when we’re 
constrained by the Lord’s love, we will simply be determined to gain the honor of being well-pleasing to 
the Lord by living to Him (Col. 1:10; Heb. 11:5-6). We seek to please the Lord not by doing a great work 
for Him but by living to Him in every aspect of our daily life. May we take Christ as our Lord by being 
people who live to the Lord, not just for the Lord, but living to Him in all things. 

Enoch was such a one; he was the first man who was raptured, translated, and before his translation, he 
obtained the testimony of being well-pleasing to God. How can we be like him? Without faith it is 
impossible to be well-pleasing to God, for he who comes forward to God must believe that He is, and He 
is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. We must believe that God is – He is and we are not. He is 
the unique One in everything, the only One in all things, and we are nothing in everything. The love of 
Christ constrains us to live to the Lord; to live to the Lord means that we are absolutely under His 
control, His direction, and His governing, and that we want to fulfill His requirements, satisfy His desires 
and complete what He intends. Amen! 

Living for the Lord is good, but it is still possible to live for the Lord and not to the Lord. It’s possible to 
live for the Lord but still have our own goals, our own aims, and our own direction. But when we live to 
the Lord, we are under His control and governing, and we do what He prefers not what we want. Today 
we should seek not to please ourselves but to please the Lord by living to Him. We may want to tell the 
Lord,  

“Lord Jesus, constrain us with Your love so that we may no longer live to ourselves but to Him 
who loved us and has died for us. Oh, tide of love, flow in and carry us away! Amen, Lord, 
constrain us with Your love so that we may be people who live to the Lord and not to ourselves. 
Dispense into us a divine determination of gaining the honor of being well-pleasing to God by 
living to Him! Amen, Lord, we believe that You are everything and we are nothing; we are 
joined to You in spirit, and we live to the Lord! We want to live to the Lord by being absolutely 
under His control, direction and governing, and by seeking to fulfill His requirements, satisfy 
His desires, and complete what He intends!” 

(Quoted from: https://www.agodman.com/we-take-christ-lord-constrained-love-live-to-the-lord/) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  8: TAKING, EXPERIENCING, AND ENJOYING CHRIST  
AS OUR KING, OUR LORD, OUR HEAD, AND OUR HUSBAND  

FOR THE BUILDING UP OF THE BODY OF CHRIST TO CONSUMMATE THE NEW JERUSALEM 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 14.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, message 20 & 21. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Choosing a Mate (Part 3).  
  (Please refer to pages 4-7) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 8. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 9 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 5. 
  College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 5 & 6.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

20/03/2022 
Lord’s Day 

21/03/2022 
Monday 

22/03/2022 
Tuesday 

23/03/2022 
Wednesday 

24/03/2022 
Thursday 

25/03/2022 
Friday 

26/03/2022 
Saturday 

Mark 4:26-41 5:1-20 5:21-43 6:1-29 6:30-56 7:1-23 7:24-37 

1. Submitting the name list of the restructured small group 

 All the responsible brothers of each district or group are requested to submit a name list of the restructuring 

or adjustment of the groups to the office before 04/04/2022 (Monday). Through confirming the name list, the 

responsible brothers will be able to provide proper care and help in recovering the physical small group life  

more effectively. May the saints enter into the burden and leading of the church, follow aggressively the 

footsteps of the flock, being in one accord to bring in the Lord’s blessing. 

 

2. Registration for the Campus Students Blending Conference in Malaysia 

 The conference will be held online via ZOOM          

 Date         : 14-17/04/2022 

 Registration Fee  : RM10 per pax 

 Registrants     : Students studying in colleges, pre-universities, fresh graduates and campus serving ones 

 Deadline      : 28/03/2022 (Monday) 

 Remark       : You may register with the following link (https://forms.gle/wDcZxRgo52XpeHVN6).  

             For enquiries on this conference registration, please contact the campus serving ones  

             Brother Christofer Ling (019-5105243) and Brother Felix Chin (016-5728630). 

 

3. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 
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Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Chinese Gospel Forum — A 
Wonderful Human Life 27/03/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  851 5754 9675 3927 

ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 

Date Time 

14/04 (Thu) Session 1    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

15/04 (Fri)  Session 2    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

Session 3    8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 

16/04 (Sat)   
Session 4  10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 5    3:00 p.m. —   4:30 p.m. 

Session 6    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

17/04 (LD) Session 7    8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

4. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service  

 

 

 

5. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to  

             carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

PRACTICING THE GROUPS  
WITH MUCH CONSIDERATION, PRAYER, AND LABOR 

Prayer: Lord, thank You that You are the source, and You are our Master. We can come to You at any 
time to seek Your supply. We do need Your supply. Up to the present moment, we need Your supply 
so that we may know how to form the groups step by step and how to build them up, how to have 
everything increasing to be eighty percent of the church life. Lord, teach us and guide us, even in our 
fellowship with one another. Show us the way. This morning we trust in You for this matter. We still 
need more leading, more guidance. We need Your light, and we need Your revelation. We do not like 
to do anything that is seemingly right yet still so natural, out of our self-concept. Lord, deliver us 
from all these things. We desire to follow You to perform the Father’s plan, God’s economy, and to 
take care of the growth in life, to have the real spirituality. Lord, we do not like to be an unturned 
cake, but we do not know how to turn to the other side. Lord, help us. We need You in every detail. 
We need You to deliver us from trusting in ourselves. We do not like to have any trust in ourselves. 
We are fearful of this. Lord, we tremble before You that we might do something seemingly new yet 
altogether against You. Lord, defeat the enemy; he is busy. Whenever You do something, he is busy. 
We need Your wisdom to be aware of all his doings. Lord, destroy the enemy’s work, the work of 
darkness, the work of the spiritual forces in the air. Rebuke Your enemy and shame him, and bind all 
the evil spirits. Amen. 

PRACTICING THE GOD-ORDAINED WAY  
WHILE TAKING CARE OF OUR BACKGROUND AND OUR PRESENT SITUATION 

We may think that it is easy for us to form the groups, but actually it is not easy. This is the reason 
that we have hardly begun to practice the group meetings, although we have been speaking 
concerning the groups for a considerable time. It may be easy to contact some other saints and to get 
some companions, but it is not easy to form a group and to make it effective so that it can carry out 
the functions of producing, nourishing, and perfecting. 

In addition to this, we have a very particular background. The recovery has been with us for more 
than seventy years. The Lord has shown us many things, and He has brought us into many situations 
and through many different kinds of experiences. We not only have such a background, but now in 
the recovery there are more than twelve hundred churches around the globe. We cannot go on to 
take the new way as we have seen it and yet forget our background and our present situation. On the 
one hand, we must find a way to take care positively of the formation of the groups, and on the other 
hand, we must find a way to care for the background and the present situation. 

In Anaheim there is a church with approximately three hundred active members, including those in 
the English-speaking, Chinese-speaking, and Spanish-speaking meetings. If we are absolute and 
desperate to consecrate ourselves to the Lord for the new way and especially for the present step of 
forming the groups, yet we forget about the present situation, that is wrong. We cannot simply set 
aside the present situation and do something separate. 

Our background is not a light or superficial background, because for many years we have paid 
attention to seeking the Lord, knowing Him, experiencing Him, living Him, growing in Him, and 
having Him increased and magnified in us. From the very beginning we were led by the Lord in this 
way, and we have never deviated from this kind of seeking. This is our background of spirituality. In 
addition, we have a further, deeper background; that is, we take care of God’s economy to have 
everything for the building up of His organism, the church. God desires to have the church, and we 
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are endeavoring to reach His goal. Very few Christians take care of the church. Most Christians take 
care of only their work. Many Christians use worldly methods to promote and carry out their work. 
However, it is impossible to walk in the spirit and still be involved with worldly things. In Romans 
8:4 Paul says that we must do everything according to our spirit. It is impossible to engage in worldly 
practices and still be according to our spirit. Other Christian groups may have large gatherings in 
which they use worldly attractions to please people. That is an action that does not take care of 
spirituality. We cannot do that. We do desire to gain the increase, but we do not want to bring forth 
children by incest. We do not want to produce Ammonites and Moabites (Gen. 19:30-38). We may 
get people saved by employing worldly means, but these saved ones may be Ammonites or Moabites. 
The Ammonites and Moabites were not allowed to enter into the holy congregation for ten 
generations (Deut. 23:3). 

We need to learn the lesson. For more than seventy years the Lord has been keeping us from all 
kinds of pollution and defilement. We cannot go on quickly or easily, because we must take care of 
spirituality, the church life, the church ground, the oneness of the Body, and many other things. 
Therefore, on the one hand, we must take the new way, the God-ordained way, as the Lord has 
revealed it to us; and on the other hand, while we are going forward, we must take care of our 
background, our present situation, and the many churches around the globe. 

After much consideration before the Lord, I feel led by the Lord to the conclusion that while we are 
endeavoring to take the new way, we should not change anything of the present situation. We should 
not change our present way of conducting the children’s meeting, the young people’s work, the 
prayer meeting, and the existing group meetings. However, besides caring for all the things of the 
existing local churches, the full-time elders and co-workers can devote more of their time to helping 
the saints take the new way. While they endeavor to practice the God-ordained way, they should still 
participate in all the different aspects of the work, including even the existing group meetings. 

THE FORMATION OF THE NEW GROUPS 

The formation of the new groups will require a great deal of prayer, and it will also require much 
laboring. The denominations depend on their activities, and the Pentecostals depend on their 
superstitious trust in the Holy Spirit. Both are wrong. The apostle Paul saw the Lord Himself (1 Cor. 
2:9; 15:8), and he also received the Spirit (Acts 9:17). He received more divine revelations than all 
the other apostles. For this reason the Lord gave him a thorn to cause him not to be proud (2 Cor. 
12:7). Nevertheless, in 1 Corinthians 15:10 Paul tells us that he labored more abundantly than all the 
other apostles, and in Colossians 1:28-29 he says that he labored, struggling according to God’s 
operation which operated within him in power. The Greek words for labor and struggle were used in 
reference to athletes who contended in the Olympic games. All the athletes who contend in the 
games must labor and struggle. Paul was one who labored, struggled, and contended in carrying out 
his ministry. Therefore, we should not think that it is easy to form a group meeting. In fact, it is not 
easy. The result of our work depends on how much we labor. If we do not labor, nothing will be 
produced. 

In seeking a partner to form a group, you should not select someone according to your natural 
preference. Instead, you should pray and wait. You need to pray for a few days, perhaps even for one 
or two weeks, waiting on the Lord to give you a proper partner. After you get one, the two of you 
need to pray yourselves into the oneness. You need to pray yourselves into the proper, spiritual, 
heavenly intimacy. Then, in order to carry out the group meetings, you need another four or five 
group members. To select these additional members also requires much prayer and labor. 
(Fellowship concerning the Urgent Need of the Vital Groups, Chapter 4) 

CHOOSING A MATE (Part 3) 

G. Weaknesses 

Now let us consider the matter of weaknesses. The above 
discussion referred to differences in personality and did not involve any moral issue. But human 
beings have not only differences in personality, but also weaknesses. 

1. Moral Weaknesses 

What is a weakness? Some are lazy, while others are diligent. Diligence is a virtue, while laziness is a 
weakness. Some are accurate with words; accuracy is a virtue. Others not only are a little careless 
with their words but also constantly lie. They love to exaggerate what they say. This is a weakness in 
personality. Some are tight-lipped and do not like to talk much; this is a virtue. Others like to 
criticize and correct others; this is a weakness. They gossip about this and that family. This is not a 
matter of personality, which does not involve moral values. When a character trait involves a moral 
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issue, it is a weakness, and it needs to be dealt with before God. Some people do things quickly while 
others act slowly; this is a matter of personality. But if a person is so quick that he becomes 
impatient, he has a weakness. Some people are so slow that they become untrustworthy. This is also a 
weakness. Being impatient is a weakness, and being so slow as to become untrustworthy is a 
weakness as well. 

2. Discovering the Other’s Weaknesses 

What should one do about the weaknesses of the other party? This is rather hard for any outsider to 
decide. Before young brothers and sisters marry, they need to find out each others’ weaknesses. They 
must do this before they are engaged, not after. It is wrong to look for weaknesses after you are 
married; it is, in fact, very foolish to do this. It is too late to look for weaknesses after you are 
married. It is better for the husband and the wife to be as foolish and deaf as possible. If you try to 
discover the other person’s weaknesses after marriage, you are too late, because you are already 
living together every day. You will see many things without even trying. If you purposely try to search 
for weaknesses, you will surely find more. The purpose of marriage is not to provide you with an 
opportunity for finding faults. Do not open your eyes after you are married. Before you are engaged, 
while you are still choosing your mate, do not be blinded by natural attraction. Do not allow natural 
attraction to veil you from the weaknesses of the other person. Do not be so hot as to overlook the 
weaknesses in the other party. 

3. Some Weaknesses Being Unbearable 

Let us consider the problem of weaknesses. There are two ways to deal with weaknesses. Some 
weaknesses are intolerable. They are like difficult personalities, too hard for some to accommodate. A 
marriage will not be successful if there is the presence of such weaknesses. Others weaknesses are 
bearable. After considering, one may decide that he can live with such weaknesses. Of course, he 
must try to discover the other party’s weaknesses before they are engaged. Some try to discover their 
spouse’s weaknesses after they are married. It is useless to find faults then; this will only damage the 
family, because no one can change those weaknesses. It is impossible to change them. One must take 
note and consider well before he enters into a marriage whether or not he is able to live with the 
other party’s weaknesses. 

4. Weaknesses Should Not Be the Same 

Here is a word of reminder: Do not presume that those with similar weaknesses can get along with 
one another. Many people think that those with different weaknesses cannot get along with one 
another, and that those with similar weaknesses can. This cannot be farther from the truth. Some 
couples who have the same weaknesses argue, quarrel, and fight with each other all the time. One has 
a hot temper, and the other also has a hot temper. You may think that it is wonderful for both to have 
the same temperament. Actually difficulty is compounded when both have the same weaknesses. 
When there is a difference in personality, the conscience is not involved. When there is a matter of 
weakness, the conscience is involved. When both the husband and the wife are believers, any 
weakness in one party will be consciously felt by both parties. The burden of responsibility will be 
compounded, and the problems will be compounded as well. This is why we say that a couple should 
have similar personalities but different weaknesses. 

I remember a husband who carelessly left things around the house; he never tidied up his room. His 
wife was the same. One made messes and the other made more messes. You would think that they 
would have been at peace with each other. But the two of them quarreled every day. The husband 
would say, “Do you not think that leaving things around like this is messy?” The wife would reply, 
“Why do you not tidy them up? Do you not know that I am very busy?” Please remember that one 
burden is heavy enough; two become unbearable. The result will be a compounding of family 
problems. Never assume that trouble will be less when both parties have the same weaknesses. 
Similar weaknesses result in problems. In fact, the problems will be doubled. When the weakness is 
with one person, he can bear it alone. But when both have the same weakness, the burden becomes 
too heavy. It is hard enough for one to bear his own burden. It is impossible for him to bear the 
other’s burden on top of his own. 

Young brothers and sisters should realize that some weaknesses can be tolerated even when found in 
both parties. But some weaknesses are compounded when they are found in both parties. Such 
weaknesses are intolerable. It is better that the weaknesses of the two persons be different. Of course, 
sometimes even couples with similar weaknesses can get along with each other; there is no rigid rule 
concerning this. One simply has to watch for himself. 
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H. Character 

For a marriage to be successful, both parties must have character attributes that the other one 
appreciates. The wife must not despise the husband, and the husband must not despise the wife. 
Once there is contempt of any kind, the family is finished. Both sides should respect the other’s 
character. The husband must respect his wife’s character, and the wife must respect her husband’s 
character. Hence, we have not only the matter of personality and weakness, but also the matter of 
character. 

For example, it is excusable for a wife to hide things occasionally when she speaks. But it becomes a 
problem of character if she lies all the time. Some husbands by nature are somewhat selfish; they 
care only for themselves and not others. But they cannot carry their selfishness so far as to lose their 
wife’s respect. Within a family, the husband must have some character traits that the wife respects. 
This is different from the matter of compatibility of personality. It is difficult enough for a couple to 
adjust to friction and conflict in personality. If, in addition to this, there is any contempt in 
character, the very foundation of the family is shaken. Then nothing can be done to save the 
situation. 

Sometimes we see husbands who are very obnoxious. At other times we see wives who are very 
calculating; they will do things that are profitable only to themselves, and nothing more. Clearly 
these are character flaws. They are not merely weaknesses. This is a matter of contempt and 
disrespect. Once such elements exist, the basic ingredient of a marriage is gone. This is why we have 
to ask ourselves whether we can tolerate the other side’s character. 

Some people are quite cruel. They are harsh to others, no matter who they may be. They are 
insensitive to others’ problems and feelings. They only want to express their own feelings, caring 
little if others are hurt. This is not a matter of incompatibility of personality but of a character flaw 
which opens the door for disrespect. 

Some people have no control over themselves. They do not have any self-discipline. They are wild in 
everything, including their temper. When a problem arises, their anger flares up. Why does a person 
lose his temper? He loses his temper because he is selfish and because he is only after his own 
satisfaction. In the final analysis this is not a problem of temperament or weakness, but a problem of 
character. Once this element comes in, contempt and disrespect also come in. 

Therefore, before two persons marry each other, they have to discover the admirable attributes in 
the other party. This is particularly true with marriages among God’s children; there should always 
be some noble traits on each side. If a man has nothing in him that others can appreciate, this man 
is not qualified to marry. You must have at least one or two noble traits in the eyes of God before the 
other party will respect you. 

I. Getting Along with Others 

There is another aspect of personality and human consideration that we have to take care of. When 
you contemplate marrying a person, you must ask whether that person can get along with others. 
Marriage means a living together, and it is a big question whether or not a person can live together 
with others. Some people are by nature very individualistic. They cannot live together with others. If 
a brother is at odds with his father, mother, brothers, and sisters, you can only expect an unhappy 
marriage if you marry him. If a sister cannot get along with anyone and is always in conflict with 
others, you can be sure that there will be little happiness if you take her for your wife. 

Everyone who wishes to marry must meet one basic requirement—he (or she) must be able to get 
along with others. Because marriage is a living together, if one cannot get along with others, he 
surely cannot live with you. If he cannot get along with others, how can you expect him to get along 
with you? The chances are very slim; it will be very difficult for him to change. If he has no respect 
for anyone in the world, can you imagine that he will have respect for you? If you wait until you are 
married, you will see that he also will have no respect for you. It is difficult for such ones to marry. 
In choosing a spouse, you must make sure that the other party has the basic human factors 
necessary for a marriage. You must find out whether he can get along with others. 

Suppose a sister has reached the age of marriage. If she goes around and tells everybody, “My 
mother is terrible. My father is terrible. My brothers and sisters are all terrible. Everyone in the 
family treats me terribly,” you can be sure that she will complain later; she will say also that you are 
terrible. Such a person lacks the ability to get along with others. 

Please remember that if you can get along with others easily, the chance of success in marriage will 
be high. If you cannot live with anyone, the chance of success will be low. I am not saying that no 
one will be able to live with such a person. But I am afraid that it will not be an easy thing. This is a 
very important factor. 
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J. Being Consecrated 

We have covered the matter of physical health, the matter of character, and the matter of the soul. 
Now we want to cover the matter of the spirit. Spiritually, a person must be consecrated to the Lord. 

We should not marry a non-Christian. However, more is involved than just this; we should have a 
higher vision before the Lord. A successful marriage must not only be one with natural physical 
attractions and compatible personalities, but also be one in which both parties have the same 
spiritual goals. This means that both must want to serve the Lord. Both must be totally given to the 
Lord. One lives for God; so does the other. In all things great or small, both are for the Lord. This 
means that there is the need of consecration. Consecration is more important than good character. 
Once a couple is consecrated, the marriage will have a solid foundation. In such a marriage both 
sides will have a strong common interest before God. 

In such a family, there is no question as to who should be the head and who should obey. Instead, 
both will say that Christ is the Head, and they will both obey Him. Then there is no need for any side 
to save his “face.” Many times the wife argues with the husband, not because she is right or he is 
wrong, but because she wants to save her “face.” It has nothing to do with right or wrong. She is 
merely trying to “save face.” But the question of “face” will not come in if both are consecrated. Both 
can lose their “faces” before the Lord. Both can confess their faults before the other. We are those 
who are for God’s will. Any problem can be resolved if both parties are for God’s will. 

In a family, if both the husband and the wife are fully consecrated to the Lord, and if both of them 
serve the Lord in one accord, the chance for such a marriage to be successful will be very high. Even 
though there may be natural differences, and even though physical attraction may fade away, none 
of these will become hindrances to them, and the family will still go on in a positive way. 

These ten factors have to be considered in choosing a mate. They can be classified under physical (or 
outward) attributes, psychological (or character) attributes, and spiritual attributes. We must take 
care of all three things. We have to pay attention to a person’s physical attributes, personality, and 
spirituality. All three must be placed in their proper perspective. We must consider all three things 
and study them one by one. 

III. PAYING ATTENTION TO CHOOSING A MATE 

Before you consider marrying someone or entering into an engagement, you should jot down all his 
attributes one by one. What about the natural attraction of such a person? What about his physical 
health? What about his heredity? How is his family? Everything needs to be written down in detail. 
This is a serious matter. Do not do it carelessly. You should write down every attribute one by one. 
What is his personality like? What are his weaknesses? How many attributes can you find in such a 
person that you can appreciate? Is he able to get along with people? How well does he relate to his 
family? How is his relationship with his friends? Does he have any friends? Please remember that 
those who have no friends make very poor wives and husbands. A person who cannot relate well to 
others has little chance of relating well to you. You must observe privately how he treats people, 
friends, family members, younger brothers and sisters, children, and parents. Then you need to 
know whether he is fully consecrated and whether he wants to live for the Lord. Find out how much 
he has given up for the Lord and how much spiritual experience he has. 

The mature ones who oversee the young ones must also write down every point concerning the two 
persons and make a comparison. They will then have an idea of whether or not the two will quarrel 
or argue in the future. Many become aware of problems only after the problems have surfaced. We 
must study this carefully beforehand. This will tell us the chance of a couple’s future success. 

I would like to say emphatically that the family life of our next generation has much to do with the 
church life of our next generation. I want to speak a word to the elderly ones: You must take care of 
the families of our next generation. The church life of the next generation will be strong only if you 
take care of this matter well. If our next generation has terrible families, the church will suffer great 
drawbacks. Today those who already have families have no way to change their families. We can only 
ask them to exercise more forbearance, endurance, care, and love. But we hope that those who are 
not yet married will exercise themselves to build up a good family. This is indeed an excellent 
endeavor. In the coming days may God bestow His grace to the church so that many young families 
will be raised up in which both the husband and the wife serve the Lord and walk in His way 
together in one accord. How beautiful such a picture will be! 
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