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How much Christ we have in our experience and how much Christ we have to bring to the meetings of the 
church depends on how much we labor on Christ to produce Christ. It all depends on how much of Christ 
we experience and how much we let Christ increase Himself in us. When we come together, each one has 
(1 Cor. 14:26); this means that each one has a certain portion of Christ that he has enjoyed and 
experienced to obtain a harvest of Christ, and he brings that surplus of Christ to the meetings of the 
church. However, although we need to labor on Christ as the land to produce Christ, we need to realize 
that it is not we who produce Christ but Christ produces Himself in us through our labor (Phil. 2:13; Eph. 
3:17; Col. 3:15-16). 

It is God who operates in us both the willing and the working for His good pleasure, and it is Christ who 
is housing Himself, making His home deep down in our heart so that we may be filled with the rich 
experiences of Christ for the building up of the church. As long as we let the word of Christ dwell in us 
richly and let the peace of Christ arbitrate in our heart, Christ is producing Himself in us, He grows in us, 
and He increases Himself in our being. The Christ who is within us knows us in detail; He’s the Shepherd 
of our soul, and He knows what we really need. Christ knows where we are, and He knows that He needs 
and wants to dispense into us a certain rich portion, a portion of His riches. Some of us may need 
forbearance, others may need courage and strength, and others still need joy; Christ as the indwelling 
One knows what we need, and as long as we cooperate with Him to enjoy and experience Him, He gives 
us a rich produce of Himself. There is no routine for this, and there’s no formula for this – we simply 
need to open to the Lord and cooperate with Him. 

Many times we realize and become conscious of what the Lord is doing in us for the last several days, and 
we enjoy Him in a way that we have not done before. We do the labor, Christ does the producing. We all 
need to labor on Christ and let Christ give us more produce; then, we will have rich experiences of Christ 
(Eph. 3:8; Phil. 4:19). We respond to Him, we obey Him, and we let Him do what He wants to do in us 
today.  

We shouldn’t judge ourselves, nor should we examine ourselves in an introspective way; rather, we need 
to be honest with Him and ask Him to give us the experiences we need for us to gain a rich produce of 
Christ and have a harvest of Christ for the building up of the church. The harvest of Christ is actually the 
Christ on whom we have labored and have reaped to be our harvest. Paul said, To know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, being conformed to His death (Phil. 3:10); this was his aspiration and 
experience of Christ for Christ to be produced in him, and today we are enjoying an overflow of Christ 
from his experience of Christ. 

It is sad, however, that many times the believers in Christ come together empty-handed, for they do not 
have a rich experience and enjoyment of Christ. How much of Christ we bring to the meeting depends on 
how much Christ we labor on to produce; we need to have a rich harvest of Christ so that there would be a 
surplus of Christ to bring to the meetings of the church for the Father’s satisfaction and for the saints’ 
supply.  

“Lord Jesus, give us the experiences we need for us to gain a rich produce of Christ in our 
experience. We give ourselves to You to labor on Christ, reap a harvest of Christ and have a 
surplus of Christ to bring to the church and offer to God. Amen, Lord, we open to You; make 
Your home deep down in our heart. May the peace of Christ arbitrate in our heart and may the 
word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom. May we really know in an experiential way 
what it means to experience the riches of Christ. May there be an increase of Christ in our being 
day by day, and may we gain a surplus of Christ for the building up of the church!” 

(Quoted from: https://www.agodman.com/labor-on-christ-by-consecrating-ourselves-to-enjoy-him-
and-maintaining-our-fellowship-with-him/) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  7: OUR NEED TO LABOR ON THE ALL-INCLUSIVE CHRIST TO HAVE THE PRODUCE TO 
EXHIBIT CHRIST IN THE CHURCH AND TO HAVE A SURPLUS OF CHRIST TO BRING TO THE 

CHURCH MEETINGS FOR THE CORPORATE WORSHIP OF GOD OUR FATHER 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 13.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, 
  message 18 & 19. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Choosing a Mate (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-7) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 7. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 8 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 4  
  (From V to VII). College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 4.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

13/03/2022 
Lord’s Day 

14/03/2022 
Monday 

15/03/2022 
Tuesday 

16/03/2022 
Wednesday 

17/03/2022 
Thursday 

18/03/2022 
Friday 

19/03/2022 
Saturday 

Mark 1:14-28 1:29-45 2:1-12 2:13-28 3:1-19 3:20-35 4:1-25 

1. 2022 Malaysia English-Speaking Conference’s Timetable 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Conference on the Crystallization-Study of 1 & 2 Samuel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date         : 21-27/03/2022 
Platform      : ZOOM 
Registration fee  : RM10 
Deadline      : 18/03/2022 (Friday) 

 Remark       : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include English  
             & Chinese name, gender, language, contact number).  The fees are to be remitted to the  
             bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt “Samuel” and your  
             respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and remittance receipt to  
             Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 
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Date Time Session Remark 

18/03 (Fri) 8:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  1 
1. Login to website:  

https://register.localchurch.my 

2. Saints who register for the first time will receive an 
email notification from the host (Event Registration 
System) on the username and password for this 
conference. Please contact brother Wong Ha Chung 
(016-8744786) if any registrants did not receive the 
notification or does not own an email address. 

3. Saints who logged in before may use your email and 
password to sign in. 

4. Outline in pdf is available for download from the 
website. 

19/03 (Sat)  

4:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. 2 

7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.  3 

20/03 (LD) 

4:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.  4 

7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.  5 

Date Time  

      21/03 (Mon) Session 1  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

      23/03 (Wed) Session 2  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

      24/03 (Thu) Session 3  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

Session 4  2:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.  
      26/03 (Sat)  

Session 5  7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.  

      27/03 (LD) Session 6  2:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.  

Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Chinese Gospel Forum — A 
Wonderful Human Life 27/03/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  851 5754 9675 3927 

ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 



 

 

3. Registration for the Campus Students Blending Conference in Malaysia 

 The conference will be held online via ZOOM          

 Date         : 14-17/04/2022 

 Registration Fee  : RM10 per pax 

 Registrants     : Students studying in colleges, pre-universities, fresh graduates and college serving ones 

 Deadline      : 28/03/2022 (Monday) 

 Remark       : For enquiries on this conference registration, please contact the college serving ones    

             Brother Christofer Ling (019-5105243) and Brother Felix Chin (016-5728630).  

 

4. 2022 Training for Elders and Responsible Ones in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei:  

Date/Time     : 22-24/04/2022 (Friday till Lord’s Day) 

 Platform       : ZOOM  

 Registration Fee  : RM 30 per pax    

 Deadline      : 14/03/2022 (Monday) 

 Remark       : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include English 

             & Chinese name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees are to 

             be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  

             “EROT” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  

             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 

5. Financial Report 

  

 

 

 

6. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

7. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service 

 

 

 

8. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to 

              carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—5 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  
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20/03/2022 Hall 6 27/03/2022 Hall 1 

Date Time 

14/04 (Thu) Session 1    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

15/04 (Fri)  Session 2    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

Session 3    8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 

16/04 (Sat)   
Session 4  10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Session 5    3:00 p.m. —   4:30 p.m. 

Session 6    7:30 p.m. —   9:00 p.m. 

17/04 (LD) Session 7    8:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 

Month B/F (RM) Offering Received (RM) Expenses (RM) Balance (RM) 

February (2022) 387,683.77 127,494.10 63,757.03 451,420.84 



 

 

WORLD WARS AND THE CHURCH 

Many people pay attention to the signs of the end times. Some say that the 
answer lies in Matthew 24:4-14. It is true that the Lord spoke of the end of this age in this portion of 
the Word. As a consequence, the focus of many people is on peoples fighting against peoples and 
nations against nations. But we have to see that no matter what the outcome of these wars and no 
matter how peoples fight against peoples and nations against nations, there is only one result—the 
suffering and loss of God’s children. In any war there are two sides. Spiritually speaking, there are also 
two sides. On one side, there are the Christians, that is, the church, and on the other side, there are the 
opposing nations. They join together to inflict hardship on God’s church. The issue is not which nation 
wins; the focus is the people of God. In the war between Japan and China, the suffering party is neither 
China nor Japan, but the people of God. In the war between Germany and England, the suffering party 
is not Germany or England, but the people of God. This is why the Lord said in Matthew 24:9, “Then 
they will deliver you up to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations because 
of My name.” Man looks at the victory or defeat of the nations. But from God’s view, it is His people 
who are suffering, no matter which nation wins or loses. 

Today the world is a mess. Peoples are fighting against peoples and nations against nations. We can 
see war and famine everywhere. These are the works of Satan. In the eyes of the world, nations fight 
against one another because of antagonism. But in the eyes of God, they are all banded together. 
Before the European War [World War I], an English brother wrote, “Once the war starts, I do not 
know how many Christians will be left behind.” A Christian cannot take the same view as others at the 
time of war. 

The Lord continued in Matthew 24:13, saying that Christians should endure to the end when they are 
being hated in wars and tribulations. This will lead to their salvation. He said, “And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the whole inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations” (v. 14). 
During a war, God’s children will be persecuted. This is why there is the need to endure. But at the 
same time, we have to preach the gospel. We also have to be a testimony among the Gentiles. Even if 
our testimony cannot spread to other nations or regions, it can spread to our city at least. The gospel of 
the kingdom must be preached continuously in the whole inhabited earth before the end will come. 

The words in Acts 4:25 are quoted from Psalm 2:1-2, which says, “Why are the nations in an uproar,/
And why do the peoples contemplate a vain thing?/The kings of the earth take their stand,/And the 
rulers take counsel together,/Against Jehovah and against His Anointed.” Why are the nations in 
uproar? Why do they contemplate? They roar and contemplate the removal of Christ. When the Lord 
was on earth, Herod and Pontius Pilate attacked Him, God’s anointed Christ. Although the Christ in 
the flesh is no longer on earth today, He is in all the Christians. Hence, the uproar and contemplation 
of the nations are aimed at Christians today. 

Apparently the world is divided into alliances and nations. But tonight I hope that you do not see 
Germany, Japan, England, or China. You have to see that you are a Christian. In the eyes of God the 
nations roar and the peoples contemplate vain things to attack Christ and God’s people. Herod and 
Pilate were enemies of each other, but in the matter of crucifying Christ, they were one. The Jews and 
the Gentiles thought that they became one at Pentecost. But God said that at the time of Christ’s 
crucifixion, both the Gentiles and the Israelites had gathered together to stand against Christ and to 
attack His Son. 

I do not know how to say this—it is not something that is easy to speak about. I can only say that the 
church in Shanghai must continue to pray for the Lord to take control of all the things that are 
happening and will happen in the world. Once war starts, many people lose their jobs, real estate goes 
down, gold is in demand, and banks close. Men are anxious to exchange their money for goods and try 
to horde them. Once war breaks out, the suffering party is the church. Christians will either suffer loss 
or be stumbled. They will suffer either materially or spiritually. There is bound to be suffering and loss 
in some areas. In these days we do not have time to enjoy entertainment; we have to pray in a specific 
way. Hades has only one goal—to afflict Christians. The future of 1940 and thereafter is bleak. 
Christians must have an enlarged view and see the reason and goal of this world war. Great changes 
may be coming starting tonight and continuing through next spring. If we have any strength at all, we 
should direct it to prayer. We must ask the Lord to take control of the situation so that God’s children 
will not stumble and so that the gospel will continue to spread. (Collected Works of Watchman Nee, 
The (Set 2) Vol. 45: Conferences, Messages, and Fellowship (5), Chapter 139) 

4 

S PECIAL 

FELLOWSHIP 



 

 

CHOOSING A MATE (Part 2) 

E. Age 

Generally speaking, women mature and age faster than men. In a 
marriage, the man should generally be five, six, or even seven to eight years older than the woman, as 
far as physical age is concerned. The woman matures five years ahead of the man and ages about ten 
years faster than he does. This is true as far as physiological development is concerned. 

On the other hand, there is the mental development of the human life. Man has an intellectual age. It 
is possible for a person to be physically matured yet remain intellectually a child. It is possible for him 
to be old in the body but young in the mind. A man can be in his thirties physically but act as if he were 
in his twenties mentally. In that sense he is still young. Among Christians, if a brother’s mental 
maturity exceeds that of a sister, it may not be a matter of concern for the brother to be younger than 
the sister in age. 

The matter lies in whether one pays more attention to the physical age or the mental age. If physical 
age is the primary concern, it is better for the brother to be older than the sister. If mental age is the 
primary concern, it is all right for a sister to be older than a brother. This is something we cannot 
decide for a couple; they have to consider it for themselves. Some pay more attention to the physical 
aspect and others to the mental aspect. There is no regulation or law as far as age is concerned. 

F. Compatibility in Personality, 
Goals, and Interests 

The above five items are related to the physiological aspect of human life. Now we want to talk about 
the psychological aspect of a person. In other words, we want to talk about the question of personality. 

For a marriage to be healthy, there must be not only natural attraction but also compatibility or 
agreement in personality. One can also say that there must be compatibility in interests or likes. If 
there is no compatibility in personality or interests in a marriage, sooner or later there will be no peace 
in the family, and both parties will suffer. A new believer must realize that natural attraction is 
temporary, but compatibility of character is something that lasts. 

Among unbelievers, the kind of love described in their romance novels is always a matter of natural 
attraction. But this is not the kind of love spoken of in the Bible. Love does include natural attraction, 
but natural attraction may not be love. There is natural attraction in love, but there is also 
compatibility of personality in love. There are two basic conditions or, you may say, two basic 
ingredients of love: One ingredient is natural attraction; the other ingredient is compatibility and 
similarity of personality and interests. 

Someone may be attractive to you as far as outward appearance is concerned, but you may not like him 
at all because what he does is totally the opposite of your taste. He may not like what you like, and you 
may not like what he likes. This shows that there is an incompatibility in personality. 

1. Warm versus Cold 

A husband or wife may be very affectionate in a family. He or she may like people very much and be 
very generous to people. He or she may go out of the way to provide warm hospitality to people. But 
the other party may be quite cold toward people. He or she may not be completely void of love, but an 
equal amount of affection is not found in him or her. Immediately, we can see that the problem is with 
their personalities. Suppose you are a person who is very affectionate toward others. You are generous 
and warm. Suppose you marry a husband who is also very loving and affectionate towards people. 
Both of you will find great interest in meeting people. You will feel that life is easy. Whenever you turn 
to the west, you will find the tide flowing to the west. You will always be riding in the direction of the 
tide. But if the other party is cold and frigid toward people, he will pull in one direction while you pull 
in the other direction. You will feel that you are tolerating him, and he will feel that he is tolerating 
you. When you behave a certain way, he may feel that it is too much and that he is tolerating you. 
When he behaves a certain way, you may feel that he is too stingy and that you are tolerating him. This 
is not very good. 

2. Kind versus Harsh 

Some people are not only affectionate but also kind. They do not want to hurt or offend anyone and are 
always considerate of others. If one chooses a husband or a wife who is also kind and considerate, who 
is happy to preserve the pride of others, and who never wants to embarrass others, he or she will 
always feel happy and optimistic. When he moves in one direction, the tide will seem to follow him in 
the same direction. Life will be easy for him. But suppose the other party is totally different. Suppose 
she always turns the opposite direction and is harsh and demanding toward everyone and everything. 
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He will face many problems in his marriage. Sometimes a person is kind not only toward people but also 
to cats and dogs. If such a one has a wife who always beats the dogs and cats, they will face problems. 
Some people are kind to people as well as to things. Others are insensitive to everything, not just to cats 
and dogs but also to people. It is quite a big problem for two persons with different personalities to live 
together. It is hard for one side to pull in one direction and the other side to pull in the other direction. 

3. Generous versus Stingy 

Consider another example. A brother may be very generous towards people and willing to give away 
anything. If a brother or sister comes to his house, he will bring out everything he has in the house. But 
suppose such a one marries a wife who cringes whenever people come for a meal, and who is worried 
that others will eat everything that she has. One would expect difficulties in such a marriage. This is not a 
moral failure but a personality problem. The personality of some people is such that they cringe when 
they have to share a little food with others. When guests come, they purposely serve poor things and hold 
back the good things. This is clearly a problem of personality, not of morality. This person always leans 
in one direction. If the generous person marries a wife who likes to give away everything just as he does, 
he will feel that he is sailing downstream; he will be happy. But if there is any incompatibility in 
personality, the two sides will be pulling in opposite directions, and the couple will live in heated 
arguments all the time. This will become quite a problem. 

4. Candid versus Cautious 

Some people are very candid by nature. They not only are frank but they also like to be candid. Other 
people are cautious by nature. They not only are cautious themselves but they also like other people to be 
cautious. Problems will occur if these two come together. Please remember that there is nothing wrong 
with being candid, and there is nothing wrong with being cautious. This is not a problem of morality but 
of personality. Here is a person who is cautious, quiet, and introspective. Next to him is one who is 
candid and open in everything. The cautious one should not criticize the candid one, nor should the 
candid one criticize the cautious one. Both are wonderful people. This is not a matter of morality but of 
personality. One loves to be candid, while the other loves to be cautious. The candid one feels that the 
other person is too slow, while the cautious one feels that the other person moves too fast. Both suffer. If 
a candid person meets another candid person, both will go on happily. If a cautious person meets 
another cautious person, they will also get along with each other smoothly. 

5. Thoughtful versus Impulsive 

Some people are very thoughtful; they weigh everything carefully and consider it thoroughly. But others 
are impulsive in everything they do. They act first and think and talk about it later. Again, this is not a 
matter of morality but of personality. A thoughtful one should not criticize an impulsive one. Rather, he 
should find a thoughtful wife. An impulsive one should find an impulsive wife. In this way, both will live 
in peace. If a thoughtful person marries an impulsive wife, it will create quite a problem because each 
one will be pulling in the opposite direction. 

6. Exact versus Careless in Words 

Some people are very exact in what they say. They are so exact that their exactness terrifies others. Every 
word they say has to be exactly right. Other people may not be inaccurate on purpose, but they are not as 
careful in their words. Again, this is not a matter of morality but of personality. If you put these two 
kinds of people together, one may criticize the other for telling lies while the other may say that it is 
better to keep quiet than to speak as the other one does. To be fair, if every word had to be so accurate, 
perhaps no more than twenty sentences a day would be spoken in the world. You can see that 
incompatibility of personality is indeed a big problem. 

7. Active versus Quiet 

Take another example. Some people are very energetic, while others are very quiet. Both are right since 
this is not a matter of morality. But when a very lively person marries a very quiet one, even though one 
is a brother and the other a sister, it will no doubt spell trouble for the marriage. Sooner or later, a 
personality problem will be turned into a moral problem. They will magnify each other’s peculiarity. The 
quiet husband will feel that his wife is too outgoing. The lively wife, in turn, will feel that she has married 
an insensitive man. A big problem will arise in this family. I know a husband who likes to stay at home, 
but he is married to a sister who likes to visit others in this place and that place. The husband finds it 
unbearable. He cannot stand going from place to place with his wife all the time, yet he feels imprisoned 
at home if he does not follow her. When he comes home, she is never there. He continuously tries to 
endure. If the situation goes on unresolved in this way, trouble will break out. Again, this is not a matter 
of morality but of personality; it is something that was overlooked at the time of their marriage.  

8. Clean versus Sloppy 

One sister cares very much about cleanliness at home. Everything in her house has to be very clean. She 
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walks behind her husband with a rag and cleans up everything. But the husband takes pleasure in 
sloppiness. One day I visited their home and found her husband throwing a pillow on the floor, turning 
over a chair, and shuffling everything around. I asked him why he was doing this. He said, “I am so 
happy today because my wife has gone to her parents’ house.” He had been so frustrated by her 
cleanliness that he reveled in sloppiness. This is not a matter of morality. There is nothing wrong with 
being a little neat, and there is nothing wrong with being a little sloppy. 

9. Compatibility of Personality Being 
the Most Important Factor in Maintaining a Good Marriage 

A new believer must see that there are two basic conditions for love. One is natural attraction, and the 
other is compatibility of personality. When you want to choose a mate, you must first choose one who 
attracts you. A marriage that has no attraction will not work. Second, choose one whose personality is 
similar to yours. The mature ones should help the young ones to know their personality. Do not neglect 
the matter of compatibility in personality just because there is natural attraction. 

I know of a couple in Shanghai who are always quarreling. I asked the husband why he married her in 
the first place. He replied that when he first saw her, he was attracted by her dark eyes. This is natural 
attraction. He just liked her dark eyes. But soon after they were married, the whiteness and the darkness 
of her eyes were forgotten. He only remembered that she liked to be tidy, and that he did not like to be 
tidy. She liked to be cheerful, but he liked to be quiet. She liked to be fast, while he liked to be slow. 
Please remember that personality is something permanent, while natural attraction is something 
temporal. 

In choosing their mates, young people should not consider only natural attraction. No doubt there 
should be natural attraction. I like to see young brothers and sisters paying attention to natural 
attraction. There is nothing wrong with this. But natural attraction is not enough. You must consider 
also the compatibility of your personalities. This is something altogether different. If personalities clash, 
natural attraction will soon disappear. Natural attraction may induce you into a marriage, but it will 
never sustain your marriage. These are actual problems that we must be made aware of. 

Some have said that a person can have two heavens or two hells. A person may go up to one heaven and 
down to one hell. He may also go up to two heavens or down to two hells. The happiest place on earth is 
a happy family; it is like heaven. The most terrible place on earth is a sad family; it is like hell. When a 
family is happy, one feels as if he were in heaven. When a family is sad, one feels as if he is in hell. A 
believer may have one heaven and one hell. An unbeliever may have two hells. He has a hell when he 
lives on earth and another hell when he dies and goes into hell. There are many Christians who live in 
hell today but who will go to heaven in the future. They live this way because the harmony of personality 
is missing from their families. 

I recall the case of a brother whose wife fought and quarreled with anyone anywhere. She could be very 
spiritual when she wanted to be, praying beautifully and acting very spiritual. But when her temper 
flared up, no one could talk to her. She fought with her neighbors all the time, and no one could do 
anything about it. Her husband had to go around and apologize to this and that family all the time. Every 
time he came home, he had to find out whom she had quarreled with in order to apologize to that 
person. She was in trouble every day. Actually, if that brother had married a quiet sister or that sister had 
married an active brother, everything would have been fine. When an energetic sister marries a quiet 
husband or a quiet brother marries an active wife, trouble certainly will arise in the family. 

10. Not Expecting the Other’s Personality to Change 

Many people have a wrong concept. They think they can change someone else’s personality. Please 
remember that this is not possible. It takes a long time for even the Holy Spirit to change a person. How 
much can you do? Please remember that marriage does not bring with it the power to change a person’s 
nature. Many brothers and sisters know that their spouses have a different personality, and they want to 
change it. But after two or three years, they find that there is still no change. If there is one hope in the 
world that is doomed to failure, this is certainly the one. I have yet to see a husband who has managed to 
change his wife. Neither have I seen a wife who has changed her husband. I once said that in marriage, 
one can only purchase ready-made goods, not made-to-order goods. Whatever a person is, that is what 
you get. You cannot order a person to be a certain way. You must first find out if you can accept such a 
brother’s or sister’s personality. You can only find out one’s present personality; you cannot expect to 
change it. If you harbor such a hope, you will surely be disappointed. We hope that God’s children will 
pay attention to this matter. This will spare them many headaches. 

During the ten years that I worked in Shanghai, one-fourth of my time was spent in counseling family 
problems. I advise you emphatically not to put brothers and sisters with different personalities together. 
If they are put together, the result will certainly be serious. Children from such families will certainly be 
affected also, because they will not know which side to take when the parents are on a see-saw. It is also 
clear that it will not be easy for their children to be saved either. 
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