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In order for us to cooperate with Christ’s wonderful shepherding, we need to pay the price; we need to 
pay the price of denying the self to be filled with the Spirit so that we may dispense the Spirit to others 
also. The Lord Jesus paid the price day by day when He was on earth; He denied Himself, took up His 
cross, and obeyed the Father, so He had something of God to minister to others. We also need to pay the 
price to deny our self in every aspect of our living, for how much we deny the self determines how much 
room we give Christ and how much oil we buy. 

In our daily life, in all things – both small and great – we need to pay the price by denying the self to gain 
more of the Spirit as the oil. If we allow the cross to operate and put the self to death, Christ will make His 
home in our heart; He will spread Himself into all the parts of our inner being. Day by day we need to 
have Christ spread in us, be enlarged in us until our whole vessel will be filled with the Spirit. However, 
our vessel is filled with so many useless things; the price we need to pay is allowing the Lord to shine and 
remove all these things so that our vessel may be filled with the Spirit. The more we empty our vessel, the 
more we can be filled with the Lord. The more we unload our vessel, the more room we will afford for the 
divine oil to fill us. 

For the sake of the flock, we need to buy the oil every day (Matt. 25:3-4, 9); we need to pay the price to 
gain more of the Spirit by buying the truth of God’s economy (Prov. 23:23), buying gold refined by fire, 
buying white garments, and buying eyesalve (Rev. 3:18). We need to pay the price to be in the truth and 
gain the truth of God’s economy. We need to pay the price to buy gold refined by fire, obtaining more of 
the divine nature of God in us so that we may be rich toward God. We need to pay the price to buy white 
garments so that we may be clothed with Christ by living out Christ; Christ needs to be our lived-out 
righteousness. We need to pay the price to buy eyesalve as the anointing Spirit to heal our blindness; the 
Spirit can cause us to see our real situation, God’s economy, and the way to fulfill God’s purpose. 

Amen, in order for us to shepherd the flock of God, we must enjoy the Lord every day as grace and truth 
so that we may be filled with Him and be dispensers of grace and truth (Eph. 3:2; 4:29; 1 Tim. 
3:2b; 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:24-26; Titus 1:9). First, we need to be those who pay the price to enjoy the Lord as 
grace and truth by spending time with Him in His word and by being in the meetings of the church. Then, 
we will have a deposit of grace and truth, a certain constitution, that will cause us to become dispensers of 
grace and truth.  

May we in this age of grace, the age of buying, pay the price to gain more of the Spirit by spending time 
with God and by denying the self, so that we may be able to shepherd the flock of God by ministering 
Christ as grace and truth to them. May we pay the price to gain more of the Spirit, more of the truth, 
more of grace, and more of the riches of Christ so that we may be good dispensers of the riches of Christ 
into the saints, the household of God! 

“Lord Jesus, we give ourselves to You to enjoy the Lord every day as grace and truth so that 
we may be dispensers of grace and truth. We come to You, dear Lord, in our personal time 
with You, to be filled with You as grace and truth. Make us those who shepherd the flock of 
God by dispensing grace and truth into them. Amen, Lord, we want to pay the price to gain 
more of the Spirit in our vessel day by day. May we pay the price to buy gold refined by fire 
so that we may be rich toward God. May we be those who pay the price to buy white 
garments so that we may be clothed with Christ by living out Christ. Amen, Lord, we want to 
pay the price to buy eyesalve as the anointing Spirit to heal our blindness. Fill us with the 
Spirit, Lord, in every part of our being, so that we may shepherd the flock of God by 
ministering the Spirit into them!” 

(Quoted from: https://www.agodman.com/pay-price-gain-spirit-minister-christ-shepherd-the-flock-of
-god/) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  6: ENTERING INTO CHRIST’S WONDERFUL SHEPHERDING IN HIS HEAVENLY 
MINISTRY TO SHEPHERD THE CHURCH AS A SLAVE OF GOD FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF THE 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 12.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, 
  message 16 & 17. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Choosing a Mate (Part 1).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-8) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 6. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 7 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 4  
  (From I to IV). College student pursues The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 2 & 3.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

06/03/2022 
Lord’s Day 

07/03/2022 
Monday 

08/03/2022 
Tuesday 

09/03/2022 
Wednesday 

10/03/2022 
Thursday 

11/03/2022 
Friday 

12/03/2022 
Saturday 

Matt. 27:27-44 27:45-56 27:57—28:15 28:16-20 Mark 1:1 1:2-6 1:7-13 

1. Service Meeting for the Whole Church 

  Date/time     : 07/03/2022 (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 

  Meeting ID    : 833 6103 2392 (Passcode 1111) 

  Remark       : Saints are encouraged to join the online service meeting together, to cooperate with the  
              Lord so that His will may be done on this earth and that His eternal will would be  
              fulfilled. 

 

2. 2022 Training for Elders and Responsible Ones in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei:  

Date/Time     : 22-24/04/2022 (Friday till Lord’s Day) 
 Platform       : ZOOM  
 Registration Fee  : RM 30 per pax    
 Deadline      : 14/03/2022 (Monday) 
 Remark       : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include English 

             & Chinese name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees are to 
             be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  
             “EROT” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 
3.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Remarks: 1. Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
          according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 

         2. All saints must follow the S.O.P. during the pandemic, wear mask, measure body  
          temperature and scan using the MySejahtera App.  
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Time Hall Area Details 

05/03 (Saturday)  

12 Block A Level 3 (badminton 
court), rooms, corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the rooms, and corridors, 
clean the toilets, remove bird drop-
pings 

7 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

10 Block B Ground Floor and 1st 
Floor (including main hall, dining 
area, toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider 
webs 

9 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mez-
zanine), corridors outside main 
hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets  

06/03 (Lord’s Day)  
8 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 

C103, C104, garden in front of 
and behind Block C, and Block C  
Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, 
trim the flowerbeds and mow the 
grass etc. 

11 Block A Level 1 rooms, corridors, 
entrance staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets 



 

 

4. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 
  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

5. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service 

 

 

 

6. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to 
              carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—3 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

THE GRACE OF GOD 

GOD'S GRACE NOT BEING OUTWARD THINGS 

In this message we want to consider what God's grace is. Many times we hear people say, "Thank 
God for His grace, that I have not had any accident." These people think that God's grace is to keep 
them from having an accident. Others think that to make a few thousand dollars is grace. Still others 
think that for a person's whole family to be free from illness and calamities is grace. Some people ask 
God for a lovely little baby, or a good husband, a good wife, or good children. They think that these 
are grace. They think that God's grace being sufficient means that they will lack no food or clothing. 
Still others say that joy, peace, and power are God's grace. All these concepts are not necessarily 
correct. 

GOD'S GRACE BEING HIMSELF RECEIVED BY US 

God's grace is God putting Himself into us. To receive grace is to receive something that we do not 
deserve to have. It is to receive something without a price, something free from God (Rom. 4:4-5). 
Receiving God is better than receiving everything else. Nothing else is worth much, for all things are 
vanity of vanities. A bad husband is surely vanity, but a good husband is also vanity. Good children 
and many riches are all vanities. We must never think that grace is success and accomplishment in 
our work. If God were to give us things of vanity as grace, He would be deceiving us indeed. When 
God gives us grace, He is actually giving us Himself. Paul forsook everything for the sake of gaining 
the priceless treasure (Phil. 3:8). When a person has God, he has the best treasure. This is why the 
Bible tells us that grace is not some thing. Rather, it is God Himself. 

Grace Enabling Paul to Labor More Exceedingly 

Do not consider grace as a thing or a matter. Paul became the leading apostle, and he became a 
diligent and laboring person. He became such a one through grace. It was through such a living 
person that he was able to do what others could not do and suffer what others could not suffer. 

Grace Being God as Life and Power in Us 

Those who do not have God within surely do not have grace. When they encounter difficulties, they 
shed tears easily, and it is easy for them to be sorrowful and in distress. Those who have God within 
them may appear sorrowful outwardly, but they can rejoice inwardly because of God. All the money 
in the world could not buy the strength they have. Good children are not grace. Could you still say 
"hallelujah!" if your child were to die one day? Neither is it grace to have a fortune. If your business 
were to close down one day, what would you say? Others may hang themselves, or kill themselves by 
drowning in the sea. What about you? Could you still praise the Lord? To have peace is not 
necessarily to have grace. If you were to have a car accident one day, could you still thank the Lord? 
True grace is the inward power to overcome what others cannot overcome. 

Do you have this grace? I can tell you that I have it. Everyone who does not live by this grace is living 
in vanity. If you have God within you, if you live by God, and if God becomes your life and your 
strength, and He comforts you, supports you, and is with you all the time, you are experiencing God's 
grace. Never pay too much attention to the things and the works. Even if the whole world were given 
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to you, it would all become vanity after a few decades. All those who know God, the One by whom we 
live, are persons who know grace and are blessed persons. 

ALL SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES AND VIRTUES BEING 
A MATTER OF GOD WORKING IN MAN 

God's grace is God given to us. The principle of the Christian life and of spiritual experiences is a 
matter of living by God. Never think that solving the problems of others is a spiritual experience. 
Spiritual experience is to live by God and to fellowship with God. Through these experiences, you 
derive strength from God to help others. In this way, God will come in and come out of us. When 
God is in us, and when He comes out through us, this is spiritual experience. 

What is prayer? Prayer is to allow God to come into us and to allow Him to come out of us. We 
should not pray according to the mind, the memory, or our experiences. Instead we should allow the 
Spirit of God to operate, and we should pray according to His operation. What is faith? Faith is God 
coming into us and coming out of us. What is humility? What is love? Humility and love are also God 
coming into us and coming out of us. Both humility and love are God's nature. When God is added 
into us, we will match God's nature, and we will have humility and love. 

LIVING ACCORDING TO THE GRACE OF GOD 

What will you mothers do if your sons stir up your temper? What will you do if your husbands come 
home tonight with a big temper? Are you going to bear it by the grace of the Lord? 

IN THE LORD 

Many times, we say that Christians should live "by" the Lord. Actually, the Bible says that we should 
do things "in" the Lord. We do not rejoice "by" the Lord but "in" the Lord. Consider the example of 
riding on a bus. Do you come here riding "by" the bus or riding "in" the bus? If you come riding "by" 
the bus, you would be outside the bus trying your best to hold onto it, and if you were not careful, 
you would fall down. But if you come riding "in" the bus, then whether or not you hold onto it, and 
whether or not your hands let go, or you sit down or stand up, the bus will carry you here. 

NO NEED FOR RESOLUTIONS AND STRUGGLING, 
BUT MERELY FULFILLING THE CONDITION 

FOR GRACE TO OPERATE 

At one time, I was just the same as you are. When the children misbehaved, I wanted to lose my 
temper. I would pray, beseech the Lord, and trust in Him. However, in the end, I lost my temper just 
the same. It is natural for me to breathe. I breathe without being conscious of breathing. In the same 
way, as long as you are in the Lord, your victory will come in a spontaneous way. Suppose you are 
going to eat, and you pray, "Lord, help me to digest the food; I trust in you for my digestion." I am 
afraid the more you pray, the more you will not be able to digest your food; you have spent too much 
energy in this matter. Digestion is something spontaneous. When some sisters lose their temper with 
their husbands, the husbands may say "Praise the Lord" with clenched jaws. If the wives rebuke 
them some more, they may try to say "Praise the Lord" again. But sooner or later, they will not be 
able to hold back and will lose their temper with their wives also. Life is spontaneous; you cannot 
imitate life. Here is an orange tree. If you pray for it, it will bear oranges. If you do not pray for it, it 
will still bear oranges. This is because the life it has enables it to bear fruit. The tree does not bear 
fruit through resolutions and prayers. To be a Christian is a simple thing. When you were born, you 
measured a little over a foot. But now you are over five feet tall. When did you grow to this height? 
You do not know, for you do not bear the responsibility for your own growth. All you have to do is to 
fulfill the conditions for growth. Crucifixion is something that others execute upon you; you cannot 
crucify yourself. A man can commit suicide, but he cannot crucify himself. You can nail your right 
hand with your left hand, or you can nail your left hand with your right hand. But in the end you still 
cannot nail both hands by yourself. This is the reason that after twenty years you still have not been 
able to crucify yourself. 

Hence, you do not have to worry about how much you have grown. All you have to take care of is 
hygiene, normal restrictions, exercise, and proper food. Spontaneously, you will grow. If you love 
God and fellowship with Him, this is all that is needed. Everything else is taken care of by God. You 
do not have to reckon, to beg, to crucify yourself, or even to trust. All you have to do is to praise. Is 
this not very simple? 

GOD'S GRACE BEING RESPONSIBLE 
FOR EVERYTHING 

I know what I am speaking, and I know that this is the right way. If you ask me, "Brother Lee, what 
do you do when your children stir up your temper?" My answer is, "Don't do anything." This does not 
mean that I do not know what to do. Nor does it mean that I just let the things go, ignoring them and 
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overlooking them. Rather, it means that I have the grace within, and I let grace take over the 
responsibility. The life within will spontaneously react to the situation. God's grace is my strength. I 
am afraid that after listening to my messages in these days, some brothers and sisters would think, 
"Brother Lee is telling us not to lose our temper. Lord! from today on, cause me not to lose my 
temper. Please help me." If you are such a Christian, you are indeed under a curse. You will not 
experience any blessing. All those who make resolutions by themselves have fallen from grace (Gal. 
5:4). You are saved now, and God is within you. You can experience His blessing without struggling, 
striving, or making resolutions. In the end, you will be able to say, "By the grace of God I am what I 
am" (1 Cor. 15:10). Paul was able to overcome all trials gracefully and calmly because he was not the 
one who was responsible for the overcoming, but God was responsible for it. 

To live in grace is like breathing. When a person does this, whatever temptation comes upon him will 
be calmly dealt with. In the end, such a one will live in God's grace and will be full of God's taste. 
When others touch such a one, they will touch God, for such a person is full of God. 

KNOWING THE ALL-SUFFICIENT GRACE OF GOD 

When you encounter difficulties, you have to know God's grace. You do not have to pray, because the 
Lord's Word says, "My grace is sufficient for you" (2 Cor. 12:9). No wonder the prayer or blessing 
that comes at the end of each Epistle mentions God's grace and His life. We must realize that God's 
power and His grace are simply God Himself. 

KNOWING, EXPERIENCING, AND ENJOYING 
GOD AS OUR GRACE 

You have to learn to realize how powerful is the God within you. A Christian should be one who lives 
under such a condition. Ultimately, God will be mingled with you, and all the life, power, light, and 
every spiritual virtue will be here. May God open our eyes to see that God Himself is our grace, and 
may we enjoy everything in this grace. (Messages Given During the Resumption of Watchman Nee's 
Ministry (2 volume set),  Chapter 6) 
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CHOOSING A MATE (Part 1) 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:18 “And Jehovah God said, It is not good 
for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper as his 

counterpart.” 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF CHOOSING A MATE 

When God created man, He considered Adam to be one half and Eve to be another half. Man was not 
a complete man until the two halves were put together. Everyone needs to be married. The only 
exceptions are those who have received God’s gift of keeping their virginity. Most Bible teachers 
agree that to God’s children, mating means searching for the other half. God has created you as one 
half, and He has also created another half for you. You have to find that other half in order to become 
a whole. Mating means to make up the “whole.” The two halves are useless if they remain halves. You 
must find the other half. If the two halves come together yet remain as two halves, something is 
wrong with that marriage. We believe that what God has put together should not be separated (Matt. 
19:6). This is why we should find God’s match. 

Marriage among our young people has much to do with the church; therefore, the older brothers and 
sisters in the church should not ignore this matter. We must recognize the importance of this matter 
and help the young ones to make the right choice. If they do not make the right choice in their 
marriages and something happens later in life, the problems in their families will become the 
problems of the church. This will put a heavy burden upon the church. 

We hope that the young brothers and sisters will open up their hearts before the Lord concerning the 
matter of marriage. They should drop all prejudices and consider the matter calmly. Do not look at it 
too subjectively, but consider it objectively. If one becomes too subjective, his heart and head will be 
too hot to see everything soberly or clearly. Learn to be calm and objective, and learn to bring 
everything to the Lord and consider everything properly. Do not be stirred up by your emotion, and 
do not leap hastily into anything. Please remember that a Christian can jump into a marriage, but he 
can never jump out of it. Worldly people can jump in and out of a marriage easily. But you cannot 
jump out of it. This is why you must consider it carefully before you jump in. 

Let me mention some basic factors affecting marriage. I would like the young brothers and sisters to 
consider these factors calmly and deal with them one by one. Do not gloss over them lightly. 
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II. FACTORS AFFECTING THE CHOICE OF A MATE 

A. Natural Attraction 

It was easier for Jacob to marry Rachel than for him to marry Leah. We must never belittle natural 
attraction. I would never say that anyone would do for a spouse as long as he or she is a brother or a 
sister. The matter of attraction is not involved in being a brother or a sister in the Lord. But if two 
persons marry each other, they must consider all the factors that constitute a marriage. One of these 
basic factors is attraction. 

Dr. Bevan of the American Christian and Missionary Alliance had a proper word for this. He said, 
“Mutual attraction is the highest expression of love.” Such a great servant of the Lord also said, 
“When the Lord makes you a brother or a sister to all the believers, the question of attraction is not 
involved. But when He tells you to marry a person, the question of attraction comes in.” 

Even Paul himself did not forget this matter in 1 Corinthians 7. He said that if one thinks that he 
should marry and he wishes to do so, he should go ahead and do it. This shows us that marriage 
must be something that is produced out of one’s own willingness. One must feel that he wants to do 
it. Natural attraction is a prerequisite to a successful marriage. Of course, no one needs to teach this, 
because the young brothers and sisters know this already. They are very much aware of the factor of 
natural attraction in a marriage. We mention this so that they will see that the older brothers in the 
Lord recognize this fact and acknowledge its legitimacy. All marriages that are void of natural 
attraction will not work well. Such marriages are reluctant matches. 

If you want someone to be your marriage partner, you must want to be with him (or her) and must 
enjoy his (or her) presence. You must not endure his company but must like it. There are many 
people whose presence you endure; you cannot say that you enjoy their presence. But if you want to 
marry someone, you must cherish and treasure his company. You must be happy about being 
together with him. If you do not like his company, or if it is not something of an enjoyment to you, 
you should not marry him, because you are short of one basic factor of marriage. The delight and 
enjoyment of one’s company must not be something that is temporary; it must be a permanent 
sentiment. You should have the assurance that thirty years or fifty years from now, you will still 
enjoy his company. This enjoyment should not be gone after three or five days. This attraction is one 
of the basic conditions of a good marriage. 

B. Physical Health 

Second, physical health must be taken into consideration. It is true that great love overcomes 
physical weaknesses. We know that some people marry for the purpose of attending to the physical 
weakness of their spouse. One brother in England wanted to marry a sister because she was blind. 
There are many cases like this in church history. Where love is great, physical weakness is overcome. 

But we must realize that under normal circumstances, not everyone will have such great love. 
Normally, physical weakness can become a damaging factor to the success of a marriage. As the 
physical weakness of one party becomes more acute, the need for sacrifice in the other party 
becomes more severe, and this spontaneously leads to the possibility of failure in the marriage. 

There are only two possible scenarios for a married person who is handicapped in some way and who 
is being cared for by the other party. Either he is very selfish, or he is self-conscious. A selfish person 
only receives; he does not give. He only takes but does not spend. If a handicapped person is selfish 
and always thinks of his own need, after some time this selfishness will become apparent to the other 
party. The other party will despise such a person and will think, “My husband (or wife) is so selfish. 
He (or she) thinks only of himself (or herself) and not of others.” She (or he) will begin to despise the 
other half. 

Perhaps such a person is not selfish but is very self-conscious. This will also pose a problem. When a 
person is very self-conscious, he will feel guilty about his spouse’s constant service and sacrifice for 
him. It will be hard for him to receive this service or special treatment. This is why under normal 
circumstances, illness affects the success of a marriage. 
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Let us turn from the recipient’s side to the serving one’s side. There are also two possibilities with the 
one who is rendering the service. Either he sacrifices willingly, or he is willing to sacrifice with 
certain limitations. Human patience easily runs out; there is always a limit to it. Problems will flare 
up in the home when patience runs out. Sometimes patience has not run out, but there is an 
unwillingness to sacrifice. Sometimes you may discover that the opposite party is too selfish. You 
may begin to despise him or her. If the opposite party is self-conscious, you will burden him with a 
sense of indebtedness. This is like lending money to others. If the borrower is selfish, he will 
continue to borrow. But if he is self-conscious in any way, your giving will only make him feel worse. 
I would like to point out this matter to you. Although physical weakness is not an insurmountable 
problem, it will become a big issue in the family sooner or later. Physical weakness may not be a 
problem at the time of marriage, but it will certainly be a problem after marriage. 

I know of a brother who has a severe sickness and whose wife has to work to sustain the family. The 
wife works during the day and takes care of the household chores when she comes home at night. 
Such a situation can last only for a short period of time; it cannot go on for a long time. The wife may 
work for one or two months, but she cannot go on this way forever. Under normal circumstances, no 
one can be overburdened. 

I believe that a man and a woman should be comparable in health for a marriage to be successful. 
You cannot have one party who is healthy and the other party who is seriously ill. Otherwise, it will 
be hard and unbearable for the couple to go on during times of special trials. One must pay attention 
to the health of the other party when it comes to marriage. 

C. Heredity 

Marriage must be viewed as a long-term endeavor. As such, the matter of heredity must be taken 
into account. One should consider the health of the individual as well as the health of his or her 
progenitors. 

Heredity is not only medically valid, but it is also spoken of in the Bible. God’s law says that God is a 
jealous God. God will visit the iniquity of those who hate Him until the third and fourth generations. 
He will also show loving-kindness to the thousandth generation of those who love Him and keep His 
commandments. Many live dissipated and lawless lives in their youth because their fathers or 
grandfathers before them sowed to whirlwinds. The Bible says that those who sow to whirlwinds are 
those who walk in a wanton way. They may be forgiven and saved and they may receive new life one 
day, but some who are qualified for salvation may not be qualified for marriage. The Lord may 
forgive their sins and conduct and may save them. But if they marry and bear children, the children 
may not be saved easily. They will transmit their evil seed to the next generations, but they cannot 
transmit their regeneration to them. They can only sow the seed of sin but not the life of God; they 
cannot pass their regeneration on to their children. 

Many times when such persons bear children, the next generation falls into gross sin and serious 
lawlessness. This brings much sorrow to the parents. I am not saying that this will occur when they 
are first married. I am saying that they will have a difficult time with their children during the latter 
years of their life. Some have wondered how some spiritual persons could have given birth to the 
kind of children they have. You may wonder why a sister has such an undisciplined daughter. You 
should realize that there is such a thing as the law of heredity. In many cases the second and third 
generations inherit the evil seed of the first generation. What one sows in the whirlwind he will reap 
in the whirlwind. Your next generation will reap the seed that you have sown. On the one hand, this 
sowing will give the church one more difficult sinner to work on, and on the other hand, it will give 
you one more rebellious son in your family. This can present quite a problem to everyone. 

What should be done if there are some who have a hereditary problem but who are already married? 
They have to ask God for mercy so that they would be delivered from God’s governmental hand. This 
has to do with God’s governmental hand and His arrangement. They should pray that God’s 
governmental hand will pass over them and spare them these dire consequences. 

Young brothers and sisters should pay attention to the factor of heredity in the opposite party, 
because it has much to do with the rest of their life. 
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D. Family 

Fourth, one has to pay attention to the family of the other party. There is a familiar expression in the 

West, which says, “I am marrying So-and-so, not her family.” But please remember that there is no 

such thing. When a person marries a girl, her whole family comes along. Once a person marries 

another person, the whole family of the other side comes along, because a person is more or less a 

part of his family. All you need to do is to see if the other side’s family has a high standard of morality 

or a lofty set of values. What is their view toward many things? Do they have a strict standard for 

everything? How do the males treat the females in this family? And how do the females treat the 

males? Simply consider these matters a little and you will know what your family’s future holds. 

A young person has been under his family’s influence for over ten or twenty years. He may not be 

satisfied with his family, but after he is married, his family’s traits and ways will unconsciously 

surface in his new family. Sooner or later these traits will be made manifest. I dare not say that this 

will be so ten out of ten times. But I dare say that it will be so seven or eight out of ten times. 

Although the traits may not surface all at once, the other party’s family will gradually creep into your 

own family. 

If a father is very strict with his children, the sons and daughters of that family will not be too 

affectionate. Children from stern families are often lacking in affection. If a family is warm and the 

parents are full of love, the children from this family will spontaneously be gentle and easygoing. If 

both the father and the mother in a family are strict, the children from that family will be 

introspective and inward. It is all right if you want a husband from such a family, but do not expect 

to find a warm husband. If you find a daughter from such a family, she will be introspective and 

inward. If a family carries a certain trait, seven to eight out of ten times, the children will carry the 

same trait. Family traits always resurface in the second generation. 

This is why some say, “If you want to marry the daughter, take a good look at the mother.” This word 

may not be altogether true, but there is some truth to it. By looking at the way the mother treats the 

father, you will know how the daughter will treat her husband in the future. She has been watching 

her mother for over twenty years, and this is what she has learned. Daily she has been observing the 

way her mother treats her father. How can she not treat her husband in the same way? It will be hard 

for her not to do the same things. I would not say that, in ten out of ten cases, a daughter will be the 

same as her mother. But I would say that you can expect this to happen seven or eight out of ten 

times. 

For example, some people have a very strong character. They can be very gentle when you speak to 

them. But they grew up in a family with strong character. Sooner or later these overbearing traits will 

surface in them. If a family is close, and there is little quarreling or fighting in the family, the one 

who comes from this family will spontaneously be congenial and quiet. They will not argue or engage 

in physical fights easily. Children who come from such families will at least consider quarreling to be 

wrong and serious. To ask them to engage in a brawl would be like asking them to climb over a high 

mountain. If a brother or a sister grows up in a family that argues or quarrels every day, he or she 

may be courteous with you today, but this courtesy is undependable; it is only a temporary mask. 

One day when he lets down his guard, all of the skills that he learned from his family will come out. 

To him, cursing will require no effort, neither quarreling, and you will not be able to do anything 

about it. 

Before you decide to marry someone, you should study the other party’s family, and decide whether 

you like it or not. If you like it, seventy to eighty percent of the problem is solved. If you feel that 

something is wrong there, do not expect your future spouse to be an exception. 

Please remember that one’s habit is different from one’s view. One’s view may be one way, but his 

habit may turn out to be something else. If there are arguments, fights, and bad habits in a family, 

sooner or later the children will argue and fight. It is not easy to change anyone’s habit. When one 

marries a sister, he is marrying her whole family. When one marries a brother, she is also marrying 

his whole family. This is why one must carefully consider the other person’s family. 
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