
 

 

The Church of God in Kuching 

古 晉 市 神 的 召 會 

Kuching Church Bulletin Issue No. 217 (English version) 27/02/2022 
 

Address : Lot 10833, Jalan Chong Kiun Kong, Kenyalang Park, 93300, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia.  
Email  : churchinkuching@gmail.com  Website : https://thechurchinkuching.org 
Tel.   : 6082-482258/335484       Fax   : 6082-335445             

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY  

The Christian life is not a religious life or merely a proper life; the Christian life is a life of being renewed 
day by day. We need to be renewed in our inner man as our outer man is being consumed (2 Cor. 
4:16; Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23). The Bible tells us that we are a new creation; if we are a new creation, why 
do we still need to be renewed?  

As many as are in Christ, they are a new creation; this takes place mainly in our spirit, the innermost part 
of our being. We are made of three parts: our spirit is our innermost part, our soul which surrounds the 
spirit, and our body which is outward. God as the source of newness has come into our spirit; from our 
spirit, He wants to spread into every part of our being so that He may renew our mind, emotion, and will, 
and He would even swallow up our mortal body in life. In our spirit, we are a new creation, but in our 
soul, we still need to be renewed; our Christian life is a life of being renewed in our inner man. The Lord 
is faithfully working in the environment to consume our outer man so that our inner man may be 
renewed. 

We should not lose heart because, though our outer man is decaying, being consumed, our inner man is 
being renewed day by day.  The environment with all the situations and people and things around us is 
causing our outer man to decay and be consumed; inwardly, however, the Lord keeps us in a process of 
being renewed in our inner man. We need to realize that our outer man is being consumed, but our inner 
man is being renewed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). Our outer man consists of the body as its organ with the 
soul as its life and person. Before we were regenerated, our outer man was living and active, and the soul 
was the person with the body as the organ to fulfill its desires. However, after being regenerated, we have 
an inner man, which consists of the regenerated spirit as its life and person, with the renewed soul as its 
organ. The order in our being has been changed; our soul is no longer the person – now our inner man, 
our spirit regenerated with the divine life, is our real person. The old man – the outer man – still tries to 
live, move, and be expressed, but our real person is our inner man. 

Every believer in Christ has an inner man, which is the regenerated spirit indwelt by the Triune God; 
formerly, we lived by the outer man, but now we need to live by the inner man. The outer man is being 
consumed, but the inner man is being renewed. This doesn’t mean that we need to seek sufferings and 
put ourselves in situations that are unpleasant so that we would put the outer man to death; we simply 
need to keep turning to the Lord and be renewed in our inner man. The life of the soul must be denied; 
the soul-life, the life of the unrenewed soul, must be denied and put aside for the Lord’s sake (Matt. 16:24
-25). However, the functions of the soul – the mind, the will, and the emotion – must be renewed and 
uplifted by being subdued by the Lord (2 Cor. 10:4-5). Our renewed soul can be used by the spirit, the 
person of the inner man, for the fulfillment of God’s purpose. Day by day our outer man is being 
consumed and our inner man is being renewed. 

“Lord Jesus, thank You for coming into us as the source of newness to renew us and make us as 
new as God Himself. May we realize that our Christian life is a life of being renewed in our inner 
man, even as our outer man is being consumed. Amen, Lord, we want to cooperate with the 
process of being daily renewed. We turn to You again and again, and we are willing to put our soul
-life aside for Your sake. Renew us in our inner man today. We choose not to live in and by the 
outer man but to allow the inner man to move, work, and be expressed in us. Amen, Lord, 
strengthen us into our inner man and have a way to spread into our soul to renew us more and 
more!” 

(Quoted from: https://www.agodman.com/christian-life-being-renewed-our-inner-man-consumed-
outer-man/) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  5: OUR NEED TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE, TO SERVE IN NEWNESS OF SPIRIT, 
AND TO BE RENEWED IN OUR INNER MAN DAY BY DAY 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 11.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, 
  message 14 & 15. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Marriage (Part 3).  
  (Please refer to pages 6-9) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 5. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 6 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 3. 
  College student pursues The Pure in Heart, Chapter 10 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 1.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

27/02/2022 
Lord’s Day 

28/02/2022 
Monday 

01/03/2022 
Tuesday 

02/03/2022 
Wednesday 

03/03/2022 
Thursday 

04/03/2022 
Friday 

05/03/2022 
Saturday 

Matt. 25:31-46 26:1-16 26:17-35 26:36-46 26:47-64 26:65-75 27:1-26 

1. 2022 Training for Elders and Responsible Ones in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei:  
Date/Time     : 22-24/04/2022 (Friday till Lord’s Day) 

 Platform       : ZOOM  
 Registration Fee  : RM 30 per pax    
 Deadline      : 14/03/2022 (Monday) 
 Remark       : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include English 

             & Chinese name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees are to 
             be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  
             “EROT” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and Whatsapp the name list and  
             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 
2.  Schedule for public cleaning area for each hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Remarks: 1. Please arrange for the saints to come according to the schedule and divide the area  
          according to the cleaning portion. For any adjustments, please contact Brother Denis Hii. 

         2. All saints must follow the S.O.P. during the pandemic, wear mask, measure body  
          temperature and scan using the MySejahtera app.  
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Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Eyes Upon Jesus 27/02/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  899 8783 3196 3927 

BM ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 

Time Hall Area Details 

05/03 (Saturday)  

12 Block A Level 3 (badminton 
court), rooms, corridors and toilets 

Sweep, mop the rooms, and corridors, 
clean the toilets, remove bird drop-
pings 

7 Block A staircases, lift foyers, and 
basement 

Sweep, mop the area and clean the 
basement with water after sweeping 

10 Block B Ground Floor and 1st 
Floor (including main hall, dining 
area, toilets and corridors) 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the tables, 
chairs (benches) and clear the spider 
webs 

9 Block A Level 2 main hall, nearby 
toilets (including those at the mez-
zanine), corridors outside main 
hall  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets  

06/03 (Lord’s Day)  
8 Block C Ground Floor corridors, 

C103, C104, garden in front of 
and behind Block C, and Block C  
Level 4 rooftop 

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs, 
trim the flowerbeds and mow the 
grass etc. 

11 Block A Level 1 rooms, corridors, 
entrance staircase, side staircases  

Sweep, mop the area, wipe the chairs 
and clean the toilets 



 

 

3. Financial Report 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 
  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

 

5. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service 

 

 

 

6. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to 
              carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1, 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

THE BELIEVERS’ EXPERIENCE 
OF THE GRACE IN GOD’S ECONOMY 

Having Faith and Love 
through the Lord’s Superabounding Grace 

Grace is Christ. All the spiritual experiences of a Christian should be experiences of Christ as grace. 
In our experience of the grace in God’s economy, first, we have faith and love through the Lord’s 
superabounding grace (1 Tim. 1:14). To be a believer is a matter of faith and love. Faith and love are 
products of the Lord’s grace. Through faith we receive the Lord, and through love we enjoy the Lord 
whom we have received. We have neither faith nor love, but when we allow the Lord to come into us, 
both faith and love from the Lord as grace come into us. 

When we preach the gospel, we infuse people with such a trustworthy and lovely Lord. I have been to 
Hong Kong numerous times, and I have noticed that the jewelers there have the skill of talking 
continually and unceasingly. If a jeweler is not able to convince you the first day, he will talk to you 
again the next day when you pass by his store. After listening, you cannot help but buy a piece of 
jewelry from him, because the jewelry is really lovable. However, if he showed you a lump of clay, 
regardless of what he said, you would never stop to listen to his talk. When we preach the gospel, we 
are presenting to people a treasure of peerless worth in the universe. After we finish our speaking, 
many will believe because what is good is simply good, and what is precious is simply precious. In 
the end, everyone will want what we speak of. 

When the Lord as the One of peerless worth appears to us, we simply cannot run away from Him. 
The Lord is too wonderful. He is so beautiful and sweet; He is incomparable. I have read something 
concerning J. N. Darby, who was a teacher among the Brethren in the nineteenth century. He lived 
to be eighty years old and remained single his whole life. At the age of eighty, one day during his 
travels he was staying in a hotel alone. In his loneliness he had such a sweet feeling within that he 
knelt down and prayed, “O Lord Jesus, I still love You.” This word touched me very much. Such a 
word coming from an old man proves how sweet the Lord Jesus is. What is this? This is the Lord 
Himself as grace coming into us to become our faith and love. 

Receiving the Salvation in Life 
in Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension 

In their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers also receive the salvation in life in 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension (Eph. 2:5-8). This salvation is a salvation in life. We just need to 
believe into the Lord Jesus by calling on His name, confessing our sins, and praying to Him; then He 
will come into us. He is the resurrected and ascended One. Today He is in resurrection and 
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S PECIAL 

FELLOWSHIP 

06/03/2022 Hall 3 13/03/2022 Hall 4 

Month B/F (RM) Offering Received (RM) Expenses (RM) Balance (RM) 

December (2021) 283,685.49 101,777.40 58,255.07 327,207.82 

January (2022) 327,207.82 123,001.70 62,525.75 387,683.77 



 

 

ascension. When He comes into us, we are also resurrected and ascended in Him. This is salvation in 
life. This salvation is not something superficial; it is not merely to save us from hell. This salvation is 
the resurrected and ascended Lord. Today in His resurrection and ascension He has entered into us 
to be our person. We are also resurrected and seated in the heavenlies together with Him. This is the 
salvation that we have received. This salvation is the resurrected and ascended Christ becoming our 
grace. 

Having Obtained Access into and Standing in 
God’s Abounding Grace 

The believers’ experience of the grace in God’s economy enables them to obtain access into and stand 
in God’s grace (Rom. 5:2a). Today we are not under the law but under the grace in God’s economy. 
This grace is God Himself. Sometimes I have heard people say that they flew from Taipei to the 
United States. In my heart I said, “How could you fly from Taipei? It is not you who flew but the 
airplane.” Some people say that they lean upon Jesus. This is wrong. If you fly from Taipei to the 
United States by leaning upon the airplane, this leaning is not dependable. You do not lean upon the 
airplane, but you enter into the airplane. You are resting while the airplane is flying; you enjoy the 
restfulness of flying. Noah was saved by entering into the ark, not by leaning upon the ark. Today we 
are standing in grace. This grace is Christ, the pneumatic Christ, the life-giving Spirit. 

Enjoying Eternal Comfort and Good Hope in Grace 

In this grace we enjoy God’s eternal comfort and good hope (2 Thes. 2:16). God’s comfort is not 
temporary and transitory comfort but eternal comfort. This eternal comfort is the eternal life. We 
have the eternal life in us, and this eternal life is our eternal comfort. This comfort is sufficient for 
any kind of environment and situation. Furthermore, we enjoy good hope in grace. This means that 
at the Lord’s coming, we will enter into His glory. 

Coming Forward with Boldness 
to the Throne of Grace to Find Grace for Timely Help 

Furthermore, in their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers come forward with 
boldness to the throne of grace to find grace for timely help (Heb. 4:16). The very Christ who is 
sitting on the throne in heaven is also now in our spirit, where the habitation of God is (Eph. 2:22). 
Since today our spirit is the place of God’s habitation, whenever we turn to our spirit, we touch the 
throne in heaven, and this throne is the throne of grace to us. When we come forward to the throne 
of grace, we receive Christ as grace for our timely help. 

Receiving God’s Abounding Supply of All Grace 

In their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers also receive God’s abounding supply 
of all grace. Second Corinthians 9:8 says, “God is able to make all grace abound unto you, that, in 
everything always having all sufficiency, you may abound unto every good work.” Today we have God 
abundantly supplying us with all grace. 

Constantly Enjoying God’s Multiplying Grace 

We are constantly enjoying God’s multiplying grace (1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet. 1:2; Rev. 22:21). Peter speaks 
of this multiplying grace in his first and second Epistles. This grace is not dead but living and 
multiplying; it is being multiplied to us day by day. 

Enjoying God’s Greater Grace by Being Humble 

The believers also enjoy God’s greater grace by being humble (James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). Grace has a 
measure. The Lord Himself is without measure, but our experience of Him has a measure. When we 
are humble and broad-minded, the grace in us is greater. When we are proud and narrow-minded, 
the grace in us is smaller. The measure of our enjoyment of God’s grace depends on us. If we are 
broad, the grace is greater; if we are narrow, the grace is smaller. 

Enjoying the Lord’s Presence in Our Spirit 

In our experience of the grace in God’s economy, we enjoy the Lord’s presence in our spirit (2 Tim. 
4:22; cf. Luke 1:28, 30). The Lord being with us in our spirit is grace being enjoyed by us in our 
spirit. 

Living Out God’s Righteousness by Christ 

In their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers live out the righteousness of God by 
Christ (Gal. 2:20-21). Paul says that he did not live by his own righteousness but that he was 
crucified with Christ and that it was Christ who lived in him. Thus, what was lived out was the 
righteousness that God desired. If we do not live out God’s righteousness by Christ, we nullify the 
grace of God. If, instead of nullifying the grace of God, we desire to enjoy it daily, we need to live not 

4 



 

 

by ourselves but by the Christ who is in our spirit. Thus, what we live out is the righteousness that 
God desires. This righteousness is of grace. 

Experiencing the Perfecting of the Lord’s Sufficient Grace, 
Christ’s Overshadowing Power, in Our Weakness 

The believers’ experience of the grace in God’s economy is the experience of the perfecting of the 
Lord’s sufficient grace, Christ’s overshadowing power, in our weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). Why is the 
Lord’s grace perfected in our weakness? It is because when a person is weak and cannot do anything, 
the Lord comes to do everything for him. When someone is strong, he does not need others. Would 
you rather be strong or weak? The good thing about being weak is that the Lord comes to do 
everything for you. The bad thing about being strong is that you put the Lord aside. When you are 
strong, the Lord has no ground and cannot do anything for you; hence, you cannot enjoy rest. When 
you are weak, the Lord has the ground and can do things for you right away. When the Lord does 
everything for you, you enjoy the Lord as your rest. 

Displaying the Riches of Liberality 
in the Depth of Poverty 

In their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers display the riches of liberality in the 
depth of poverty (8:1-2). This is the grace given by the Lord to the believers and the churches in 
Macedonia. This grace is Christ’s resurrection life by which we overcome the usurpation of temporal 
and uncertain riches and become generous in ministering to the needy saints. 

Being Perfected, Established, Strengthened, 
and Grounded by God’s All Grace after Having Suffered 

Our experience of the grace in God’s economy is that after we have suffered, we are perfected, 
established, strengthened, and grounded by God’s all grace (1 Pet. 5:10). 

Carrying Out the Stewardship 
of the Grace of God Entrusted by Him— 

Dispensing to People the Riches of Christ 
as the Grace of God 

In our experience of the grace in God’s economy, we carry out the stewardship of the grace of God 
entrusted by Him—dispensing the riches of Christ as the grace of God to His chosen people for the 
producing and building up of the church (Eph. 3:2, 8). 

In Our Living, Speaking Words for Building Up 
and Thus Giving Grace to People 

Not only the apostles as stewards dispensed grace into people, but we also, in our living, should 
speak words for building up and thus give grace to people. Ephesians 4:29 says, “Let no corrupt word 
proceed out of your mouth, but only that which is good for building up, according to the need, that it 
may give grace to those who hear.” In verse 28 Paul says that we should labor, working with our own 
hands in that which is respectable, that we may have something to share with him who has need. As 
Christians, we should have something in our living, both materially and spiritually, to minister to 
others. 

Being a Surpassing One 
and Laboring Abundantly for the Lord 

Paul experienced the Lord’s grace to be a surpassing one and to labor abundantly for the Lord (1 Cor. 
15:10). The Lord whom he experienced enabled him to labor more abundantly than all the saints. 
When he did that, he experienced Christ as his grace. Today the resurrected Christ brings the 
processed Triune God in resurrection into us to be our life and life supply so that we may experience 
Him as grace and thus be a surpassing one and labor abundantly for the Lord. 

Reigning in Life by Receiving 
the Abundance of Grace 

and of the Gift of Righteousness— 
Grace Reigning unto Eternal Life 

We reign in life by receiving the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness. This is grace 
reigning in life unto eternal life (Rom. 5:17b, 21b). The life we have received does not merely save us 
from a few things; rather, it enthrones us as kings to reign over all things. We have received 
righteousness objectively, but we still need to continually receive the abundance of grace so that we 
can reign in life subjectively. If we have the experience of the aforementioned sixteen items, we are 
those who stand in the abundance of grace. Then we can reign in life so that everything is controlled 
by us instead of everything directing us. This is to overcome. This is grace reigning unto eternal life. 
(The Law and Grace of God in His Economy, Chapter 2) 
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Marriage (Part 3) 

VIII. WHAT TO DO WITH ONE’S CONCUBINE 

In the Bible there is no command telling man to separate himself from his concubine. Nowhere in 
the Bible does God ask man to send his concubine away. I am talking about concubines whom one 
took before he believed in the Lord. In the Bible I think there is sufficient indication of how God 
wants man to take care of concubines. 

Perhaps we should look first at man’s demand before considering the Bible’s demand. Man’s 
immediate thought is to send away all his concubines. If the concubine cannot be sent away, man’s 
thought is for the husband to discontinue sexual relationships with her. This is a human concept, 
and unfortunately many brothers and sisters hold this concept. But this is not God’s revelation; it is 
in fact a heathen thought. 

A. The Bible Never Demanding 
That Concubines Be Sent Away 

In the Bible no one took a concubine in a worse way than David. He not only took a concubine but 
even committed murder in taking that concubine. Uriah died because of his wife. David sacrificed 
Uriah to gain Bath-sheba. Solomon was born of Bath-sheba, and so was the Lord Jesus Himself. The 
Lord acknowledges this fact in the New Testament. Matthew 1 tells us about four women. Bath-sheba 
is included and is spoken of as the wife of Uriah. We must be clear about this fact: Those who have 
taken concubines should submit to God’s disciplining hand; they should never chase their 
concubines away. 

Why does the Bible not demand that the concubine be sent away? Please bear in mind that the sin of 
fornication and that of taking a concubine are two completely different things. If I steal a Bible today, 
I can return another Bible tomorrow. If I steal one thousand dollars today, I can return one thousand 
dollars tomorrow. But if I take a concubine today, I have no way to return her. 

Some brothers think that all concubines should be sent away. This is a consideration from the male’s 
point of view. All males should know that in God’s eyes taking a concubine is equal to committing 
adultery. However, on the side of the concubine, when she marries a male, she is not married to two 
husbands. The male is married to two women, but the concubine is not married to two husbands. We 
have to see that the Lord never asks the man to send his concubine away. 

I think the principle behind Solomon’s mother is very clear. The Lord sent Nathan the prophet 
purposely to David after David married Bath-sheba. Everything the Lord needs to say concerning 
this subject has already been said through Nathan; there is no need for you to add anything to his 
word. Even if Nathan had missed anything, there would still be no need for you or I to add a footnote 
to the subject three thousand years later. Nathan told David that his son would surely die, and 
judgment would come to him. Others would commit fornication with his wives in the sight of the 
sun, and the sword would never depart from his house (2 Sam. 12:7-14). Nathan did not ask David to 
send Bath-sheba away. If he were to send her away, what would she do? Uriah was already dead. 
Some are without their Uriah today, while the Uriah of others is dead. What should they do? When 
God sent Nathan to David, He did not ask David to chase Bath-sheba away. In fact, God later caused 
her to give birth to Solomon (v. 24). God did not cause any of the wives of David to give birth to 
Solomon. He caused David’s concubine, Bath-sheba, to give birth to Solomon. Moreover, the first 
page of the New Testament says, “And David begot Solomon of her who had been the wife of 
Uriah” (Matt. 1:6). The New Testament does not say that one can take a concubine. But it does not 
say that one needs to chase his concubine away either. 

B. Her Duty of Marriage Not Being Diminished 

Exodus 21:9-11 specifies that if a master betroths a maid to his son, he shall deal with her after the 
manner of daughters. If the son properly marries another later, the maid will become a concubine. 
God’s ordination is clear: Her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage shall he not diminish. If he 
does not do these three things to her, she shall go out free and be a slave no more. Thus, if anyone 
thinks that he cannot have intercourse with his concubine, he is not keeping the law of God. I hope 
that you can be clear about this matter. 

M 
ESSAGES FOR 

BUILDING UP 

NEW BELIEVERS 
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C. Such a One Not to Be an Elder 

There is only one portion of the Word that addresses the matter of concubines in the New 
Testament. In reading the Bible, we love to see a certain matter that is mentioned only once. If a 
certain matter is mentioned twice, we have to make a comparison. If it is mentioned three or more 
times, we need to integrate the different portions before we can arrive at a conclusion about God’s 
teaching. This is why every Bible student loves single-incident injunctions, because one needs to 
refer to only one case in order to know God’s will. There is only one portion in the New Testament—1 
Timothy—that only indirectly refers to the matter of concubines. There it says that an overseer must 
be the husband of one wife. This means that all who have concubines cannot be elders in the church. 
However, the New Testament does not say that such a one should send his concubine away or 
abstain from fulfilling her duty of marriage. 

D. The Best Arrangement— 
the Concubine Being Saved 

and Deciding to Separate Voluntarily 

If a concubine is saved and has no compulsion for continued sexual relationships, it is good if she is 
willing to separate from the husband. But this is something voluntary; it is not a commandment of 
the Lord nor a commandment of the church. The church should not demand anything concerning 
this matter. 

God has put only two together, and this principle should be maintained. It is quite obvious that a 
person who takes a concubine will suffer more affliction in the body than one who upholds 
monogamy. This one will naturally experience more discipline from the Lord. 

IX. DIVORCE 

The Bible speaks of divorce, but divorce is sanctioned by the Scripture under only one condition. 
There are many ordinances regarding divorce among the nations of the world. Some countries have 
more than twenty ordinances on the subject. The Chinese also have many ordinances. For example, 
if either party is mentally unsound or if there is incompatibility of any kind, the couple can divorce 
each other. But the Bible gives only one condition for divorce—adultery. Factors such as mental 
instability or prolonged separation do not constitute legitimate reasons for divorce. The only reason 
for a divorce is extramarital sexual conduct. In Matthew 19 and Luke 16 the Lord Jesus shows us 
clearly that divorce is permitted only if adultery is involved. 

A. What God Has Joined Together, 
Man Should Not Separate 

Divorce is allowed in the case of adultery because man should not separate what God has joined 
together. In other words, the husband and wife are one in the sight of God. All divorces violate this 
oneness. What is adultery? It is the destruction of that oneness. If you commit sexual acts with 
someone other than your wife or your husband, you have committed adultery and have violated that 
oneness. A wife or a husband may be missing for years or may be mentally sick. There may be 
psychological harassment or other factors involved, but if one party turns away and marries someone 
else, he is breaking the oneness and has committed adultery in reality. 

B. One Being Allowed to Separate 
Only When the Oneness Is Broken 

Divorce is allowed in the case of adultery because the oneness has already been broken. Originally, 
the wife was one with her husband. When the husband commits adultery, she becomes free. When 
the oneness was there, she had to preserve it. Now that the oneness has been broken by the husband, 
the wife is free. Thus, adultery is the only condition for divorce. A wife can leave her husband if he 
has committed adultery. If a sister finds her husband committing adultery or taking another woman, 
she can divorce her husband, and the church cannot stop her. She can divorce her husband, and she 
can remarry. Anything that destroys the oneness is sin. A person can leave his or her spouse only 
where adultery is involved, because adultery has destroyed the oneness. Divorce is but a declaration 
that the oneness between a husband and a wife is gone. Since the oneness is gone, one can remarry. 
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Matthew 19 and Luke 16 are two clear passages concerning this subject, and we have to pay much 

attention to them. Divorce is based on adultery. Adultery breaks the original oneness between a 

husband and a wife. The two are no longer one, but have become two. Therefore, they can divorce. 

They can divorce each other because there is no more oneness between them. Actually a divorce has 

already occurred when one party commits adultery; it does not begin with the divorce proceedings. 

The so-called divorce proceedings are but a procedure. Marriage begins with the declaration of 

oneness, and divorce is a declaration that such a oneness no longer exists. This is why divorce is 

permitted where adultery is found. A divorce that is not based on adultery means that both parties 

are committing adultery. Suppose neither a husband nor a wife has committed adultery. They cannot 

have a divorce even if they cannot get along with each other. Once they divorce each other, they have 

committed adultery. If the oneness has not yet been broken when one tries to remarry, he or she is in 

reality committing adultery. Only when the oneness no longer exists can a person remarry. 

We need to know what marriage is. Marriage means oneness; it means that two persons are no 

longer two, but one flesh. Adultery destroys this oneness, while divorce is but an announcement of 

the destruction of this oneness. Today if the oneness is gone between two persons, a remarriage is 

justified. But suppose the oneness is still there. The two may quarrel bitterly, they may not get along 

with each other, and they may threaten to divorce each other. The world and civic laws may even 

allow them to divorce each other. But in God’s eyes, the two still cannot divorce each other. If they 

divorce each other, they have committed adultery in reality. Divorce is allowed only where adultery 

has already occurred. We must see that no one can separate what God has joined together. Since 

there is already a union, one must never try to break it for any reason at all. 

X. WIDOWS 

The Bible allows widows and widowers to remarry for the same reason. Marriage is something that 

lasts till death. In resurrection there is no marriage relationship. In resurrection men neither marry 

nor are given in marriage (Matt. 22:30). Marrying and being given in marriage are things of this 

world. The angels neither marry nor are given in marriage. Resurrected men likewise neither marry 

nor are given in marriage. Marriage is a thing of this age, not of the next age. Therefore, marriage 

ends with death. After one’s partner dies, he or she may remain unmarried for the sake of cherished 

affection. But the Bible says nothing to forbid him or her from remarrying someone else. 

Consider the teaching in Romans 7 which says that every Christian is a remarried person. We were 

remarried through the death and resurrection of Christ. Romans 7 shows us that a wife is bound by 

the law to her husband as long as he is alive. After the husband dies, the wife can marry another 

man. Whoever marries another man while her husband is alive is an adulteress. If we are not yet 

dead to the law or if we are Seventh-day Adventists, yet we are married to Christ, all of us are 

adulteresses. Thank God, we have only one husband. The Seventh-day Adventists have two 

husbands. Romans 7 says that we could not belong to Christ as long as the law was still alive; if we 

had belonged to Christ then, we would have been adulteresses. We were originally married to the 

law, and we belonged to the law. However, we have died through Christ. Today, when we turn to 

Christ, we are not adulteresses. All of us have been remarried to Christ. We are dead to the law, and 

we are not adulteresses. Romans 7 tells us that a wife is bound to her husband until his death. After 

the husband dies, the wife is free. It is wrong for anyone in the church to think that widows should 

not remarry. This is a heathen concept. 

It is all right if a widow wants to remain single like a virgin. Paul said, “It is good for them if they 

remain even as I am” (1 Cor. 7:8). To live alone like a virgin for the sake of serving the Lord is right, 

but to remain unmarried because of criticism and social pressure is wrong. I hope that this concept 

can be removed from the church.  

Paul told Timothy, “I will therefore that younger widows marry” (1 Tim. 5:14). The same applies to 

widowers. Today the issue is whether or not one has the need for marriage. Some have a 

physiological need. Others have a psychological need; they would feel lonely if they did not marry 
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again. Some have a need because of their family. It is all right for a brother or a sister to remarry 

after his or her spouse has died. No Christian should criticize another on this matter. We need to 

eradicate all heathen concepts from our mind. 

XI. ON COMMITTING SIN 

In the Bible God acknowledges the validity of sex. There is nothing wrong with the consciousness of 

sex or sex itself. The consciousness of sex is not sin; in fact, it is holy. However, this is true only 

within the context of a marriage. In a marriage, sex is good and holy. But any sexual consciousness 

or sexual act outside the bounds of oneness is sin. Have you seen the difference? What is sin? It is 

sex outside of marriage. Why? Because sex outside of marriage is a breach of the oneness of a 

marriage. Therefore, sex is a sin only when it destroys the oneness. Sex has nothing to do with sin 

when it is sex alone. Sex itself is not sinful. We must see this clearly before the Lord. 

In Matthew 5:28 the Lord Jesus said, “But I say to you that every one who looks at a woman in order 

to lust after her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” The word looks here involves 

the will. It is not just seeing a woman but looking at her. Seeing is passive, while looking is active. 

This looking is followed by the phrase in order to lust after her. It is not a passing lustful thought that 

comes to one’s mind when he sees a woman, but a look at a woman that is for the purpose of lusting 

after her. Lusting comes first, and then looking. This look is the second look, not the first look. The 

first look is a random look at a woman on the street. The second look is to actually look at her. 

Between the first look and the second look, a lustful thought has come in. The second look is 

therefore for the purpose of lusting after a woman. The second look is the third step in the process. 

The Lord Jesus is not talking about the first look, but the look which is the third step. When some see 

a woman on the street, they do not control themselves and lust after her. Satan injects lustful 

thoughts into men, and they turn and look the second time. The second look is sin. Sin is having 

lustful thoughts and looking at someone the second time. 

Matthew 5 says that everyone who looks at a woman in order to lust after her has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. The Lord Jesus is not referring to the first look. It is wrong to involve 

the first look in this discussion. Suppose I see a woman on the street by accident. Satan may inject 

lustful thoughts into me. If I reject them, that is the end of it. But if I turn and look at her again, that 

is sin. Please bear in mind that the consciousness of sex is not sin. It becomes sin only when there is 

the consent of the will. When such a consent of the will happens outside the context of marriage, the 

oneness is destroyed by the will. It is sin to destroy the oneness in one’s conduct. In God’s eyes, it is 

sin also to destroy the oneness in one’s will. 

In the Old Testament, only adultery is spoken of as sin; fornication is not mentioned as sin. The Old 

Testament forbids only adultery, because man did not have enough knowledge of himself yet. What 

is adultery? Adultery is sin committed by those who are married. What is fornication? Fornication is 

sin committed by those who are not married. The act is the same, but the sin is not the same. We can 

say that a prostitute commits only fornication, but not adultery, because she is not married. We have 

to realize that God does not want man to commit fornication. The Old Testament speaks only of the 

sin of those who are married; it does not speak of those who are not married. It does not mean that 

there is no such thing in the Old Testament, but the term is not there. Here we see that the act that 

destroys oneness—adultery—is sin. But the act that does not destroy oneness—fornication—is sin as 

well. 

We need to see that adultery is sin and that fornication is also sin. To destroy the oneness of the 

married ones is sin. Fornication, which happens to those who are not married and which seemingly 

does not destroy oneness is also sin. Christians should not commit adultery; neither should they 

commit fornication. We must see that sex is holy; sex consciousness is not a sin. Sex within marriage 

is holy and is not a sin. But if you are married and have sex outside of marriage, that is adultery. If 

you are not married but have sex, that is fornication. As believers we must not commit adultery, and 

we must not commit fornication. 
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