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To pray is to contact God and to absorb Him in that contact. Thus, the importance of prayer does not 
depend on how much we say to God or on how much we cry out to Him but on how much we contact 
Him. The more we contact God, the more we will absorb Him, and the more we absorb Him, the more we 
will enjoy God and salvation. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” p. 223) 

God is Spirit; hence, our contacting and absorbing Him do not depend on our words….We may not say 
anything when we come to God, but our whole being, including our heart, should face God. While we look 
to God, we may sigh and confess that we are incompetent, weak, unable to rise, unpresentable, and 
thirsty and that we lack words for the gospel and are not inclined to fellowship with the saints. We should 
lay our inner condition before God and even tell Him that we are short in every matter. No matter what 
our inner condition is, we should bring it to God. There is a hymn that says, “Just as I am” (Hymns, 
#1048). This means that we should come to God just as we are without trying to improve or change our 
condition. 

When we pray, we should behold His glorious face and linger in His presence to worship, praise, give 
thanks to Him, and muse upon Him. We should think of His works and His person and not look at our 
condition or our environment. By looking to God, waiting on Him, and musing upon Him, we can absorb 
Him into us. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 223-225, 227) 

Our need is to take time to absorb God. As we daily take time to eat food, we should daily take time to 
absorb the Lord, take time to assimilate the riches of Christ. Our contact with the Lord should not be 
rushed….We need to allow adequate time for prayer. This will enable us to absorb more of the riches of 
our God. He is real, rich, and substantial, and we need to absorb Him. Our God today is the processed, all
-inclusive Spirit, and we have a spirit with which to absorb Him. Thus, we must exercise our spirit to stay 
in His presence to absorb Him. This takes time. Although we all have experienced absorbing the riches of 
God, our experience is not yet adequate. For this reason, we must spend more time to absorb Him. Do 
not spend so much time in your mind, emotion, and will, but spend more time in your spirit to adore the 
Lord, to praise Him, to offer thanks to Him, and to speak to Him freely. As you fellowship with Him in 
this way, you will absorb His riches, and He will add more of Himself into you. The more God is added 
into us, the more growth He gives to us. This is the way God gives the growth. (Life-study of Colossians, 
pp. 453, 456-457) 

The first meaning of prayer is to absorb God, and the second meaning is to express God. These meanings 
are related. To express God means to let Him speak, that is, to let God be expressed. Prayer is not our 
speaking or expressing ourselves. Prayer is our letting God speak and express Himself….Real prayer is 
our coming to God and letting God speak and express Himself instead of speaking our own words and 
expressing ourselves.  

To pray means to absorb God and to express Him. Every prayer should touch God and let Him pass 
through us and be expressed. When we pray in this way, we will be anointed by God and be mingled more 
with Him. Then we will know that God is our everything. We will also see that He is always with us and is 
our supply in every need. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 227-231) 

When we pray by inquiring, we do not make our desire known to God; instead, God’s desire is made 
known to us. When the responsible brother senses God’s purpose concerning the young saints, he should 
inquire further, “Lord, do You want me to fellowship with them?” This is the anointing within him. It 
seems as if it is the brother who is inquiring, but it is God who is working in him….Good prayers are 
inquiring prayers because they honor God.  

David knew how to pray. He often inquired of Jehovah (1 Sam. 30:8; 2 Sam. 5:19, 23; Psa. 27:4). The best 
prayer is to inquire of the Lord step by step, according to the sense within. By inquiring in this way, we 
can easily receive God’s leading, and we can work according to the leading. (CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 3, 
“Fellowshipping with the Lord for the Mingling of God with Man,” p. 344) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  4: PRAYER TO ABSORB GOD AND TO EXPRESS GOD  

BY PRAYING TO GOD AS A FRIEND SO THAT WE CAN CO-WORK WITH GOD 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 10.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, 
  message 12 & 13. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Marriage (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-8) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 4. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 5 and The Knowledge of Life, Chapter 2. 
  College student pursues The Pure in Heart, Chapter 8 & 9.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

20/02/2022 
Lord’s Day 

21/02/2022 
Monday 

22/02/2022 
Tuesday 

23/02/2022 
Wednesday 

24/02/2022 
Thursday 

25/02/2022 
Friday 

26/02/2022 
Saturday 

Matt. 23:1-12 23:13-39 24:1-14 24:15-31 24:32-51 25:1-13 25:14-30 

1.  2022 Malaysia English-Speaking Conference 

  Date         : 18-20/03/2022          Platform : Zoom 

  Registration Fee : RM 30 per pax         Deadline : 21/02/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks      : Registration and collection of fees are through each district (particulars required include  
             Chinese & English name, gender, language, date of birth, contact number and email  
             address). Fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the  
             remittance receipt “ESC” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the  
             name list and remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account  
             (+6082-482258). 

 

2.   Registration for the East Malaysia Perfecting Training in Gospel, Truth, Life, and Service (Two- 
 month physical perfecting training) 

  Date         : 06/04-29/05/2022 

  Registrants     : Form 5, Form 6, and Grade 12 graduates this year 

  Registration Fee : RM 1,000 per pax 

  Deadline      : 21/02/2021 (Monday) 

  Remark       : Registration details and form can be obtained from the office.  

  Person to contact : Brother Wong Ha Chung (016-8744786) 

 

3. 2022 Training for Elders and Responsible Ones in Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei:  

Date/Time     : 22-24/04/2022 (Friday till Lord’s Day) 

 Platform       : ZOOM  

 Registration Fee  : RM 30 per pax    

 Deadline      : 14/03/2022 (Monday) 

 Remark       : Registration is done and collected by each district (particulars required include English 
              & Chinese name, gender, language, contact number and email address). The fees are to 
              be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the remittance receipt  
             “EROT” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and Whatsapp the name list and  
             remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 

4.  Marriage Notification—Brother Wong Bak Yong and Sister Cherio Teo has registered their marriage 
on the 19/02/2022 (Saturday) 

 

5. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 
  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 
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Topic Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

Eyes Upon Jesus 27/02/2022 (Lord’s Day) 7:30 p.m.  899 8783 3196 3927 

BM ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 
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Saints are encouraged to actively participate in the Monday service fellowship meeting by each respective hall, 
entering into the burden of the church life together, practicing the God-ordained way, teaching the divine truth, and 

shepherding according to God, that the church may multiply and expand. 

SERVICE MEETING BY EACH RESPECTIVE HALL 



 

 

6. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service 

 

 

 

7. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to 
              carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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6—5 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

THE START OF THE VITAL GROUPS 

The Vital Groups Cannot Be Organized 

In this message we want to fellowship about how to start your vital group. First, you have to 

fellowship with your companion through desperate prayers for the Lord's blessing. We have shared 

previously that we need to look to the Lord for some companions. If you do not have a companion, 

pray desperately from tomorrow to get one. Without a companion, there is no way for you to start 

the vital group. Then you need to fellowship with your companion through desperate prayers. You 

should not just talk to one another. Talk means nothing. It is vanity. When you come together, it is 

better to turn your talk into prayer. If you talk, talk to the Lord. (The Training and the Practice of 

the Vital Groups, p. 44) 

A Vital Group Can Come into Being Only by a Saint Who Is Desperate  

and Absolute for the Increase of the Lord's Recovery 

A vital group can come into being only by a saint who is desperate and absolute for the increase of 

the Lord's recovery. A vital group begins with one person. It does not begin with nine or ten persons; 

it begins with one vital saint. We all need to tell the Lord, “Lord, I want to be that saint, a saint who is 

desperate and absolute for the increase of the Lord's recovery." 

Such a saint must be desperate and absolute not merely to be vital; he must be desperate and 

absolute for the increase of the Lord's recovery. According to our experience, when we are desperate 

and absolute for the increase of the church, we have a burden to be vital. If we do not care for the 

increase but rather are content to see the number in the church remain the same year after year, 

there is no reason to be vital. We desire to be vital for a purpose, for a goal, and that is for the 

increase of the Lord's recovery. For this we need to be desperate and we need to be absolute. To be 

vital we need to begin by taking this matter as life or death. If we take anything as life or death, we 

are vital in that thing. We need to be desperate and absolute for the increase of the Lord's recovery; 

then we will be vital.(1993 Blending Conference Messages, pp.145-146) 

Such a Desperate Saint Would Spontaneously Contact Others by the Lord's Leading 

and Gain Some Companion or Companions for Him to Have a Vital Group 

Such a desperate saint would spontaneously contact others by the Lord's leading and gain some 

companion or companions for him to have a vital group. A vital group cannot be formed by 

promoting or by giving a message or by exhorting the saints to form vital groups. A vital group can be 

formed only by a saint who is vital. By the Lord's leading such a vital saint will find some others to be 
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his companions. These will then come together to have intimate and thorough fellowship and begin 
to vitalize one another. In this way the genuine vital groups will be formed and produced in the 
church life from within. May the Lord give us this kind of desperation and this kind of absoluteness. 
(1993 Blending Conference Messages,p.146) 

They Should Definitely and Absolutely Fulfill the First Four Basic Requirements 
Intimate and Thorough Fellowship that We May be Blended Together 

The first requirement is for the intimate and thorough fellowship that we may be blended together. 
The basis of our blending, the foundation of our blending, is our fellowship, and our fellowship must 
be intimate and thorough. 

We need to have an intimate and thorough fellowship in Christ as the element and sphere by 
exercising our spirit with much and thorough prayer, concerning our status, spiritual condition, and 
present situation in and with the Lord. Such fellowship is the flowing, the current, of the oneness. 
We need to have this kind of fellowship for the sake of being blended together into one accord. The 
way to be blended is by much and thorough prayer, as fine flour of the wheat, with all the members 
of our group, with the Spirit as the oil, through the death of Christ as the salt, and in the resurrection 
of Christ as the frankincense, into a dough for the Lord (1 Cor. 5:6-7a;Lev. 2:1·13). If by the Lord's 
mercy we are able to experience such a blending, we will be absolutely different from what we are 
today.(1993 Blending Conference Messages,pp.146-148) 

Thorough Confession of Sins, Transgressions, Defects, Wrongdoings, Etc. 

The second point is that we need to have a thorough confession of our sins, transgressions, defects, 
wrongdoings, etc. We need to confess the sin of individualism and individuality. We also need to 
confess our sinful nature, its defilements, its attachment to the contamination of the world, and its 
oldness, asking for the Lord's cleansing with His precious blood. All of these things concerning our 
sinful nature related to our fallen human being and our natural man become real hindrances to the 
blending, so our confession is a real need for the vital groups. We need to have the thorough 
fellowship, and we also need to confess all of the hindrances that we may be blended together into 
one accord.(1993 Blending Conference Messages,p.148) 

Thorough Consecration of Themselves and of All That They Have and Do to the Lord 

We also need to make a thorough consecration of ourselves and of all that we have and do to the 
Lord. In order to be vital persons and have the vital groups, we must be desperate. We need to be the 
vital persons, the overcomers, to rescue the church from its degradation. The Lord will gain what He 
desires through His overcomers. 

To be such people we need to put aside our personal interests, our care for the necessities of this life, 
and make a strong resolution and an absolute consecration to the Lord. Second Timothy 2:4 says 
that no soldier entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please the one who enlisted 
him. If we are going to be vital persons, we must clear away all earthly entanglements. 

In the Old Testament, there is the principle of the Nazarite. This is the principle we need to take 
today.(1993 Blending Conference Messages,pp.148-149) 

Praying Unceasingly That They May Be Brought into the Infilling and the Outpouring 
of the Essential and Economical Spirit 

Also, we need to pray unceasingly that we may be brought into the infilling and outpouring of the 
essential and economical Spirit. The secret to being filled with the Spirit inwardly and outwardly is 
our prayer. We need to be desperate in our prayer.(1993 Blending Conference Messages, p.149) 

They Should Pick Up the Burden and Take Action to Contact Others, Either Sinners or 
Christians 

After we become vital and are grouped together in the vital groups, we need to do something. First, 
we need to pick up a burden, and then we need to take action to contact people. 

Always Taking Care of Two or Three Persons 

After we pick up such a burden, we need to take definite action to go and contact others, either 
sinners or Christians. To be vital is not only to be living but also to be burdened and very active for 
the Lord's interest. Once we are living, we also need to be burdened and we need to take action to 
contact people. We should make a list of those who are unsaved among our relatives, friends, 
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colleagues, and classmates, and we should begin to pray for them in a desperate way. While we are 
praying for them, we need to exercise our discernment according to the leading of the Spirit to select 
two or three from our list for us to work on for their salvation. We should have the loving concern of 
God's heart for the salvation of sinners, and we should be burdened not just to save souls but to 
convert sinners into members of the Body of Christ for the carrying out of God's economy. The Lord 
may lead us not only to contact sinners but also to contact some Christians who are seeking, 
backslidden, or dormant, and gradually, little by little and step by step, to lead them into the church 
life. We must believe that there are some people in our sphere of influence who are being worked on 
by the sanctifying Spirit to separate them unto the Lord. They need us to pick up a burden and to 
take definite action to go and contact them.  

Not Expecting to Have a Quick Result, but Setting a Definite Goal with a Strong 
Determination to Gain At Least One Remaining Fruit Yearly 

In our contacting of people, we should not expect to have a quick result. Rather, we should set a 
definite goal with a strong determination to gain at least one remaining fruit yearly, with 
inexhaustible patience and unceasing intercession. 

To gain the proper increase through the practice of the vital groups, our concept needs to be 
revolutionized. We need to see and practice the way of fruit-bearing revealed in John 15. The real 
fruit-bearing in the Christian life is just like the vine. The vine does not bear fruit every day or many 
times a year. The vine bears fruit only once a year and only in a particular season. The fruit-bearing 
by the vine is both yearly and seasonal. As the living branches of Christ, the true vine, we should bear 
remaining fruit once a year. 

According to John 5:16, we have been chosen by the Lord and set by Him to go forth and bear 
remaining fruit. Fruit-bearing is our destiny, and to bear remaining fruit every year must be our 
definite goal with a strong determination. First. We need to abide in the Lord through unceasing 
prayer in intimate fellowship with Him (vv. 4-5). 

With Inexhaustible Patience, Unceasing Intercession, and Continuous Labor 

Second, in order to bear remaining fruit, we need to labor diligently and pray desperately and 
unceasingly, We should exercise ourselves to always have two or three persons under our care so that 
one of these could be remaining fruit at the end of a year. (1993 Blending Conference Messages, pp. 
145-153) 

Marriage (Part 2) 

IV. MARRIAGE PARTNERS 

Concerning the matter of marriage, God has laid down definite 
guidelines on whom one can marry and whom one cannot marry. The Bible shows us clearly that the 
marriages of God’s people should be restricted to those among themselves only. In other words, if 
one is to be married, his spouse must be sought from among God’s own people, not from other 
people. 

A. The Old Testament Commandments 

There are sufficient commandments in the Old Testament to show us that we should not marry 
anyone outside of God’s people. 

Deuteronomy 7:3-4 says that the Israelites should not marry the Canaanites. They should neither 
give their daughters to the Canaanites’ sons, nor take their daughters for their sons, because the 
Canaanites would turn them from following the Lord and would seduce them to serve other gods. 
God clearly shows through the Old Testament that one should look for a marriage partner among the 
Lord’s people. One cannot look for a wife or a husband among unbelievers. The greatest problem 
with going after unbelievers is that the other person may turn one away from the Lord to serve other 
gods. It is easy for wives to follow their husbands to worship idols. It is also easy for husbands to 
follow their wives to worship idols. Since both are married, it is very easy for one to follow the other 
to worship other gods. 

Joshua 23:12-13 warns the Israelites against marrying the people of the land. They were warned that 
the latter would become snares and thorns in their eyes. Their wives or their husbands would 
become their thorns, and they would be ensnared. 
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At the time of Nehemiah, the Israelites returned from captivity to the land of Judah. Many had 
married Gentile wives and could not speak the Hebrew language. Nehemiah charged them in 13:23-
27 to sever all ties with the Gentile women and not to have any dealings with them. Here we see a 
basic problem in marrying a Gentile woman: Sooner or later the children will follow the mother and 
not follow the father to serve God. If you marry a Gentile, your children will easily follow your 
Gentile partner and go into the world. This is quite a problem. 

Malachi 2:11 shows us that the Israelites committed treacherous sins and profaned the holiness of 
God because they took Gentiles to be their wives. In God’s sight, marrying a Gentile woman is to 
profane the holiness of God. Hence, Christians should look for marriage partners only among the 
believers. 

We can also take warnings from the failure of Solomon. Solomon was the wisest king, yet he fell into 
idolatry through marrying Gentile women. 

B. In the New Testament 

Paul’s word in the New Testament is clear enough. In 1 Corinthians 7:39, he told the widows to 
marry those who were in the Lord. 

Second Corinthians 6:14 is a well-known portion of the Bible. It says that believers and unbelievers 
should not share the same yoke. These words do not refer to only marriage. But they certainly speak 
also of marriage. Believers and unbelievers should not be engaged in the same business; they should 
not join themselves in one goal, like two animals plowing the field with one yoke. God does not allow 
this. He does not allow a believer and an unbeliever to bear the same yoke. In the Old Testament, an 
ox and a horse could not be yoked together, and an ass could not be equally yoked with a horse. You 
cannot have one that is fast and another that is slow. It is impossible to have one going one direction 
and the other going another direction, or one turning to heaven and the other turning to the world. 
You cannot have one seeking after spiritual blessings and the other seeking after worldly riches. It is 
impossible for one to pull in one direction and the other to pull in the other direction. If you do, the 
yoke will break. 

Of all unequally yoked relationships, none is more serious than the marriage relationship. One may 
be unequally yoked with others in business ventures or in other things. But no yoke is more severe 
than the marriage yoke. When a believer and an unbeliever share the responsibility of a family 
together, the result will be nothing but problems. The ideal marriage partner is a brother or a sister. 
Never choose an unbeliever capriciously. If you pick out an unbeliever carelessly, you will surely 
encounter problems later. One will be pulling to one side, and the other will be pulling to the other 
side. One will turn to heaven, and the other will turn to the world. One will seek a heavenly gift, and 
the other will seek worldly riches. The difference between the two is tremendous. This is why the 
Bible charges us to marry those in the Lord. 

V. IF MARRIED TO AN UNBELIEVER 

But here is a problem: Suppose a brother is already married to an unbeliever, or a sister is already 
married to an unbelieving husband. What should they do? We mentioned earlier that a single person 
should seek a partner who is in the Lord. However, there are some who are already married. They 
already have an unbelieving wife or an unbelieving husband. What should they do? 

A. If He Wants to Go Away 

First Corinthians 7 has something to say about this matter. Verses 12, 13, and 15 address this point. 
They tell us what to do when a dispute arises in a family that has only one member who is a 
Christian. Please bear in mind that many such families today complain little, simply because the 
believers in these families are not absolute enough. The Lord Jesus predicted in the Gospels that 
there would be much contention within the family. If a believer is absolute, there is bound to be 
contention in the family. There are cases of “three against two and two against three,” as in Luke 
12:52, because some family members have become believers. Suppose a husband leaves his wife 
because she has believed in the Lord. Suppose he says, “You have believed in the Lord; I do not want 
you anymore.” What should the wife do? The Lord’s word in 1 Corinthians 7 is clear enough: “Let 
him separate” (v. 15). Therefore, if a husband wants to separate because the wife has believed in the 
Lord, or vice versa, the word is, “Let him separate.” 

However, one thing must be clear: You must not be the one who initiates the separation. You must 
not be the one who asks for the separation. The other party must be the one who asks for it. He is the 
one who is not happy with your faith in the Lord. He is the one who thinks that there is no future 
with you now that you have believed in the Lord. It is he who wants to go. If he wants to separate, 
“Let him separate.” 
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B. If He Does Not Care, the Lord Will Save Him 

Paul said that there is no need to separate if the other party does not care. How do you know that the 
Lord will not save him through you? If he does not care and wants to continue living with you, Paul 
said that you should be at peace with him and should not leave. He said that an unbeliever can be 
sanctified through a believer. He said also, “For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your 
husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?” (v. 16). If the other 
party wants to leave, that is his concern, not yours. But if he does not want to leave, you have to 
believe that the Lord will save him. Paul said that it would be easy for him to be saved. It may not be 
that easy for the Lord to save others, but it would surely be easy for the Lord to save one who is 
already yours. We need to deal with this matter by taking such a stand. 

VI. WHAT TO DO IF ENGAGED TO AN UNBELIEVER 

Some brothers and sisters have another problem: They are engaged to unbelievers. What should they 
do? 

A. It Being Best for the Unbelieving Side 
to Take the Initiative in Breaking the Engagement 

It is clear that the Lord does not want us to marry unbelievers. If someone is already engaged to an 
unbeliever, the best thing would be for the unbelieving fiancé or fiancée to voluntarily break the 
engagement. The two are not yet married; they only have an agreement to marry. If the Lord opens 
the way for the unbelieving side to voluntarily break the agreement because the other one has 
believed in the Lord, that is the best solution. 

B. Not Annulling Any Agreement Arbitrarily 

However, it is often impossible to have such a solution. Because a marriage agreement exists, the 
other party may not easily let go just because you have believed in the Lord. At such times, you need 
to realize that an engagement to a person is a covenant with that person. Such a covenant is a 
promise you have made before God. A Christian cannot arbitrarily annul a covenant just because he 
has believed in the Lord. Any covenant is holy in the eyes of God. You can suggest a dissolution to the 
other party. The other party can initiate such a dissolution, or you can initiate it. The proposal need 
not be initiated by the other party. This is different from the earlier case. In the case of a marriage, 
the other party must initiate it. In the case of an engagement, you can initiate the dissolution of the 
engagement. If the other party insists that you fulfill the marriage agreement, you have to fulfill it. 
Once something comes out of the mouth of a Christian, he has to honor it; he cannot annul it 
arbitrarily. We receive salvation because God honors His word. If God did not honor His word, there 
would not be any salvation at all. Therefore, you have to negotiate with the other party. If the other 
party is unwilling to dissolve the relationship, you have to marry him or her. 

Psalm 15:4 says, “Should he swear to his harm, / He does not change.” After the Israelites entered 
the land of Canaan, the Gibeonites deceived them with dry, moldy bread, old patched shoes, and 
worn garments. They said that they came from a far country, and Joshua promised not to kill them. 
Later, he found out that they were actually from a near country. Because a covenant had been made 
with them, God would not allow the Israelites to kill them. At the most, they were made woodcutters 
and drawers of water (Josh. 9:3-27). Honoring one’s covenant is a serious matter in the Bible. It is all 
right for you to annul an engagement only if the other party is willing to annul it. But if the other 
party is not willing to annul it, you cannot annul it. The covenant with the Gibeonites produced 
serious consequences. Rain was withheld from heaven because Saul slaughtered the Gibeonites. 
David was forced to ask the Gibeonites what he should do for them. The Gibeonites demanded that 
seven of the sons of Saul be hung, and David had to comply (2 Sam. 21:1-6). God will not allow us to 
breach a covenant arbitrarily. We must learn to honor any covenant we make. We cannot do 
anything that is unrighteous. 

C. Negotiating the Terms Beforehand 

You have been engaged to someone, and now you have become a Christian. What should you do if 
the other party insists on marrying you? Here is something that you can do: Negotiate the terms with 
him ahead of time. You can say, “I will definitely marry you, but I would like to settle a few matters 
with you before marriage.” What are the few matters? First, the other party must allow you to serve 
the Lord. You should not move into the other party’s house with a false disguise; you should move in 
with an open banner. You are now a Christian. Even though you are marrying the other person, he 
must give you the liberty to serve the Lord. He must not interfere with your service to the Lord. 
Second, when you have children, they must be brought up according to the teaching of the Lord. 
Whether or not the other party becomes a Christian is up to him or her, but the children must be 
brought up according to the teaching of the Lord. You must settle this from the very beginning. Put 
this on the table first and have an agreement ahead of time. If you have an agreement, you will not 
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face difficulties later. But if you do not make an agreement beforehand, you will face difficulties 
down the road. Marrying an unbeliever is always a loss. But you can minimize the loss and the 
headaches by coming to an agreement first. The other party must agree to give you the freedom to 
lead your children to the Lord. You have become a Christian. You will not go to the world. You will 
always be on the Lord’s side. If the other party is agreeable to this, you can proceed with the 
marriage. If the other party does not like it, he can annul the agreement. We need to inform the other 
party about our future commitment. This will tend to reduce the problems that will eventually come. 

VII. IF ONE NEEDS TO BE MARRIED 
YET CANNOT FIND A BELIEVER 

This is a real problem; it is not an imaginary one. But we can only say that there is no teaching in the 
Bible concerning this matter. However, we need to touch Paul’s heart. In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul wished 
that the widows would remain single if possible. But then, he also wished that the widows would 
marry those who are in the Lord (v. 39). Therefore, widows can remarry if there is the need. 
According to this principle, we can say that the best thing for a brother to do is to marry a sister in 
the Lord. If it is not possible to do this, it is best if he does not marry at all. However, if he must 
marry, we still would be happy to see him marry. Even if the other party is an unbeliever, we still 
would like to see him marry. 

When we say this, we are not advocating, as the world says, “Choose the lesser of two evils.” We are 
saying that we would rather see a person commit a sin against God’s government rather than a moral 
sin. If by not marrying I fall into sin, I commit a moral sin. If I marry an unbelieving woman, I 
commit a sin against God’s government. There are two types of sin; one is moral sin, and the other is 
sin against God’s government. Please bear in mind that moral sin is more serious than sin against 
God’s government. If a brother needs to marry and he cannot find a sister, the best thing for him to 
do is stay single. But if he must marry, we should let him marry even if it means marrying an 
unbeliever. 

If you marry an unbeliever, you need to have your eyes open and realize that serious problems lie 
ahead. It is particularly hard for a believer to marry an unbeliever. The hardship is greater than that 
of an unbelieving couple in which one becomes a believer. A husband or wife who becomes a believer 
after being married may encounter hardship, but many times the Lord will bring him through. 
However, a believer who marries an unbeliever will face many difficulties. We need to warn him 
ahead of time, and he needs to open his eyes to the hardships ahead. 

If a person marries an unbeliever, we must warn him of another thing: He should be careful not to be 
carried away. He has to remember that he is marrying an unbeliever, and if he is careless, he will be 
easily led away. Of course, those who are married or engaged have to be careful as well, but those 
who are considering marriage should exercise even more care. In other words, they need special 
protection, preservation, and prayer, so that they will not be carried away by the other party. 

If you have no choice but to marry an unbeliever, you must also lay down the terms clearly 
beforehand. You need to tell the unbeliever, “I have already believed in the Lord. I will not force you 
to believe, but you cannot interfere with my faith. You must give me absolute freedom in this 
respect.” You need also to bring up the question of children. “You must give me the freedom to lead 
our children to the Lord. I want my children to believe in the Lord. I do not want them to worship 
idols or to be conformed to the world.” If you emphasize this point enough, perhaps you can get by 
with this issue. 

I will speak a few words to the more mature brothers and sisters. When you see a new believer 
struggling with such a problem, you must be very careful. Do not open the door too wide. Do not 
allow him to arbitrarily marry an unbeliever. On the other hand, do not close the door too tightly. Do 
not keep him away from governmental sin while exposing him to moral sin. It is better to let 
someone fall into God’s governmental hand than to let him fall into moral sin. 

I have something more to say about this. We have many young brothers and sisters in every locality. 
Most of the problems in finding a spouse arise when too many saints have too many expectations 
concerning the background and status of others. A brother who has a higher social status does not 
want to marry a sister with a lower status, and the reverse is also true. Today there is no lack of 
brothers and no lack of sisters. But the question of status has caused many problems. I think this 
question would be easily solved if the brothers and sisters would change their concept about 
occupation. It would be easy for sisters to marry if they did not belittle brothers who are farmers. It 
would also be easy for brothers to marry if they did not belittle sisters who are farmers. Today we 
look down upon occupations which God honors and exalt occupations which men worship. This is 
what makes things complicated. Today we have no lack of sisters and brothers, but we do not have 
many matching pairs according to status. Since the matter of status is a worldly consideration, we 
need to have a complete turn in our concept concerning occupation in order to solve this problem. 
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