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God is happy when we eat Christ as our spiritual food so that we may live because of Him, when we are 
daily strengthened into the inner man so that Christ may make His home in our heart through faith, and 
when we abide in the Lord by remaining in our spirit and paying attention to our spirit. Hallelujah, we as 
people of God can make God happy! And when God is happy, we are happy, for He lives in us, and He is 
happy in us; His happiness brings us into real happiness. 

For example, if we look at the apostle Paul as he was writing the book of Philippians, he was one who 
made God happy, so he himself was happy. He never complained about how terrible the prison was, how 
limited he was, and how horrible the living conditions were. Rather, from prison, he encouraged the 
Philippian believers to rejoice in the Lord always, and he again said, rejoice! It was safe for him to tell 
them to rejoice in the Lord, and we all need to be reminded to rejoice in the Lord always. No matter what 
our circumstances are, no matter what is our condition and situation, we need to rejoice in the Lord. Our 
joy is not in what we can see or find around us, and our joy is not in what we can make or produce; our 
joy is in the Lord, for He Himself is our joy. 

The reason we can be happy in the Lord is that it is God who operates in us both the willing and the 
working for His good pleasure. We simply say Amen to His inner working, and we learn to accept what 
He is doing in us and around us, and we are happy people. And if we feel that it is too hard for us to 
accept, if we feel that we can’t take it, we simply to ask the Lord to operate in us the willing and the 
working; He is willing to do it, and He is happy to make us willing. God is happy to have us as believers in 
Christ to be men of God who live God and express God, those who gain God by being one with God. He 
gained Christ as being such a One; Christ as a man lived God, did not do His own will nor did He seek His 
own glory, and manifested God in everything. 

Now we can take Christ as our crucified life and live because of Him; we can live Christ for His 
manifestation as the resurrection life. In ourselves we don’t have the ability or willingness to set aside our 
will and our glory, however willing we think we are; but the Lord in us can do it. Only Christ within us can 
live a crucified life by the power of resurrection. When we open to Him, pray and allow Him to shine on 
us, we will realize that we are just like Him, a grain of wheat that has to go through death so that the 
power of resurrection would be manifested through us. We are not a lifeless stone: we are full of the 
divine life within, but death has to operate in us and around us so that the resurrection life may be 
manifested.  

Christ the Son of God was incarnated and lived a life by enjoying the Father in His Word, and He lived 
because of the Fathers; so we who eat Christ in His word, we will also live because of Him (John 6:57). 
When we exercise our spirit in coming to the Word of God to pray, pray-read, and muse on the word of 
God, we will be inwardly nourished with the divine element, and we can live because of the Christ who 
has been infused into us. Christ lived because of the Father, and when we eat Him as our spiritual food in 
His word, we live because of Christ. Christ’s words are spirit and life; when we take His words by means 
of all prayer and petition and pray them back to the Lord, these words become our spiritual food (John 
6:63; Eph. 6:17).  

God is happy when we come to His word to eat Christ as our spiritual food to live because of Him. When 
we do this, when we eat the Lord in His word day by day, we make God happy, for we live because of Him 
to express Him for the Father’s satisfaction. To live because of Christ means that the energizing element 
of Christ becomes the supplying factor for us to live Christ. Only Christ can express Himself; only Christ 
can live Christ. So we need to eat Christ, take Him as the supplying factor for our life and living, and we 
will live Christ, thus making God happy. (Quoted from: https://agodman.com/god-happy-eat-christ-live
-because-of-him-abide-christ-remain-spirit/) 
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2021 OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL TRAINING FOR ELDERS AND RESPONSIBLE ONES— 
MEETING GOD’S NEED AND PRESENT NEEDS IN THE LORD’S RECOVERY    

MESSAGE  2: GOD’S GOOD PLEASURE 



 

 

1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part I) this week is on week 8.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Revelation, 
  message 8 & 9. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Occupation (Part 2).  
  (Please refer to pages 5-7) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Meeting God’s Need and Present Needs in the Lord’s Recovery”,  
  week 2. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 7, Lesson 3 and Loving God, Chapter 10. 
  College student pursues The Pure in Heart, Chapter 4 & 5.  

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

06/02/2022 
Lord’s Day 

07/02/2022 
Monday 

08/02/2022 
Tuesday 

09/02/2022 
Wednesday 

10/02/2022 
Thursday 

11/02/2022 
Friday 

12/02/2022 
Saturday 

Matt. 18:1-14 18:15-22 18:23-35 19:1-15 19:16-30 20:1-16 20:17-34 

1. Service Meeting for the Whole Church 

  Date/time     : 07/02/2022 (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 

  Meeting ID    : 833 6103 2392 (Passcode 1111) 

  Remark       : Saints are encouraged to join the online service meeting together, to cooperate with the  
              Lord so that His will may be done on this earth and that His eternal will would be  
              fulfilled. 

 

2. Youth Perfecting Conference   

  Date         : 26/02 (Saturday) till 28/02/2022 (Monday)  

  Time        : 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily 

  Venue        : Block B, B200 

  Registration Fee : RM20 per pax 

  Deadline      : 07/02/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks      : 
 1. Registration form can be collected from the office or you may download it from the following web  
   address (https://thechurchinkuching.org/yp-conf-reg-form). 

  2. Every district is requested to collect and bank in fees as one unit to the church account. Please state on  
   the remittance receipt “YPC” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the name list and  
   remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account (+6082-482258). 

 

3.  College Student Outdoor Blending 

  Date         : 26/02 (Saturday) till 27/02/2022 (Lord’s Day) 

  Venue        : Sematan Dynawoord Beach Stay 

  Registrants     : All the college students and serving ones 

  Registration Fee : RM100 per pax (Please submit the fee to Brother Christofer Ling) 

  Agenda       : Message pursuing, hymn blending, Jungle Tracking, Beach Activities, etc. 

  Deadline      : 19/02/2022 (Saturday) 

  Remark       : You may register yourself with the following link  
             (https://forms.gle/FiJ7mmcqmHBQmyzj6) 

 

4.  2022 Malaysia English-Speaking Conference 

  Date         : 18-20/03/2022          Platform : Zoom 

  Registration Fee : RM30 per pax         Deadline : 21/02/2022 (Monday) 

  Remarks      : Registration and collection of fees are through each district (particulars required include  
             Chinese & English name, gender, language, date of birth, contact number and email  
             address). Fees are to be remitted to the bank account of the church. Please state on the  
             remittance receipt “ESC” and your respective district (e.g., H1D1) and WhatsApp the  
             name list and remittance receipt to Church in Kuching WhatsApp account  
             (+6082-482258). 
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Language Date Meeting ID Meeting password 

English Gospel Forum 
— Lessons from the 
Pandemic 

12/02/2022 (Saturday) 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  841 3668 2657 3927 

ONLINE GOSPEL FORUM 
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5.  Registration for the East Malaysia Perfecting Training in Gospel, Truth, Life, and Service (Two-    
  month physical perfecting training) 

  Date         : 06/04-29/05/2022 

  Registrants     : Form 5, Form 6, and Grade 12 graduates this year 

  Registration Fee  : RM1000 per pax 

  Deadline      : 21/02/2021 (Monday) 
  Remark       : Registration details and form can be obtained from the office.  

  Person to contact : Brother Wong Ha Chung (016-8744786) 

6. Announcement from the Treasury 

  The serving brothers in each district are requested in love to hand over the offering received to the serving ones in  
 the Treasury Room on every Tuesday from 1:30-2:00 p.m.  

7. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings 
  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread 
  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 

8. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service 

 

 

9. Cleaning service:  The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to 
              carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 
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13/02/2022 Hall 4 20/02/2022 Hall 6 

11—4 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

4—1, 5—4, 9—4 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

3—3, 9—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

THE LORD'S MINISTRY 

Scripture Reading: 
Mark 10:45    For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life  
            as a ransom for many. 
Luke 22:26-27 But you shall not be so; but let the greatest among you become like the youngest,  
            and the one who leads like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who  
            reclines at table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But  
            I am in your midst as the one who serves. 
Luke 12:37    Blessed are those slaves whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.  
            Truly I tell you that he will gird himself and will have them recline at table, and he  
            will  come to them and serve them. 

The three passages we have just read help us see how Christ served us in the past, still serves us in 
the present, and is going to serve us in the future. 

Let us consider the first passage: "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve 
and to give His life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). This verse mentions that the Son of Man 
came to serve everybody. Whoever comes to the Lord, the Lord always serves them. The Lord feeds 
the hungry; He heals the sick ones. Without regard to the time and place, the Lord always serves us. 
The highest service of the Lord was giving His life as a ransom for many. He gave His life to serve 
man. So many times, we are so eager to serve the Lord that we ignore the fact that our Lord went to 
the cross and gave His life to serve us. While we were yet sinners, He served us. 

Let us consider the second passage: "But you shall not be so; but let the greatest among you become 
like the youngest, and the one who leads like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who 
reclines at table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am in your midst 
as the one who serves" (Luke 22:26-27). The book of Mark concerns Christ serving the sinners. Here 
it concerns Christ serving His disciples. "I am in your midst as the one who serves." We should 
remember that the Lord is among us to serve us. This is grace! 
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The bread before us at the Lord's table clearly demonstrates how Christ has served us. His body was 
broken for all of us. The meaning of salvation is that Christ serves us first, and then we serve Him. 
His serving does not end with the cross. Even now He is among us to continue His service. Whenever 
we have a need, we ought to come to the Lord and let Him serve us. 

Once, the Lord sent the multitude away and departed to the mountains to pray. The disciples were 
on the boat, and the wind was against them. They had been straining at the oar until about the fourth 
watch of the night. It was very dark and the disciples fell asleep. This was the time when we want to 
sleep the most. At that time the Lord came to help them. The disciples thought that the Lord was a 
ghost. They were so frightened that they cried out, but immediately the Lord spoke to them, "It is I. 
Do not be afraid" (Mark 6:45-51). The Lord might have said to them, "It is your Lord," or, "It is the 
Son of God." Instead, He said, "It is I." What is meant by this? Suppose someone knocks at the door, 
and the host of the house responds with: "Who is it?" If the knocking one answers, "It is I," we can be 
assured that the host must be familiar with the one who knocks at the door because the host can 
distinguish the voice of "I." The Lord came to help the disciples with such a dear and intimate voice. 
Since this is the case, we should enjoy the Lord's serving us even more! 

The Lord did not have to pay any temple tax. Even if he had to pay, half a stater would have been 
adequate. But the Lord was so concerned for Peter that He sent Peter to the sea to fish. When the fish 
was taken up, Peter opened its mouth and found a stater, which was enough to pay Peter's temple tax 
(Matt. 17:24-27). The Lord served Peter to such an extent that He even prepared the required tax for 
Peter beforehand. 

When you study the Gospels, do you sense that the Lord served His disciples step by step? You may 
be amazed and think that Christians ought to serve the Lord and wonder why the Lord would come 
to serve Christians! Why does the Lord want to serve the Christians? "For who is greater, the one 
who reclines at table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table?" (Luke 22:27). 
This verse exposes the human concept. The Lord is in our midst as the One who serves. He is able to 
serve man because He is so great and is even the greatest. The greater we are, the more we can serve. 
The smaller we are, the less we can serve. Whoever is the smallest may not be able to serve a single 
person. The Lord is great; He is infinitely great and can therefore serve man in an infinite way. 

The Lord says, "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12). What can serve man better than light? 
Whoever follows this light no longer walks in darkness but shall receive the light of life. The Lord 
says, "I am the bread of life" (John 6:48). What can serve man better than bread? Whoever eats this 
bread shall live forever. Whatever the Lord does is for the purpose of serving. Hallelujah! We have a 
Lord who serves us. When we face a difficulty or when we do not have any way to work out a 
problem, it gives the Lord an opportunity to serve us. He is so great that He is able to serve us in 
everything. 

There is one more thing. The Lord washed His disciples' feet. This was something that Peter would 
"by no means" allow the Lord to do. But the Lord washed their feet; He served them (John 13:4-8). 

Finally, when men came to arrest the Lord, He asked them, "Whom do you seek?" And they said, 
"Jesus the Nazarene." He answered, "I am; if therefore you seek Me, let these go away" (John 18:7-
8). The Lord is full of consideration for the disciples. He always served the disciples from the first 
day He met them to the last day when He left them. 

Once, He said to the Father: "Of those whom You have given Me, I have not lost one" (John 18:9). 
Our Lord always serves us from the first day to the last. 

We still have the third passage: "Blessed are those slaves whom the master, when he comes, will find 
watching. Truly I tell you that he will gird himself and will have them recline at table, and he will 
come to them and serve them" (Luke 12:37). This is too gracious! How can this be possible? 
However, the Lord said He will serve us again in the future. Once we were indebted to the Lord and 
received His grace freely. We will forever be indebted to the Lord and will forever enjoy His grace. 

I wonder how many people know how to enjoy the service of Christ. Many times we are misled to 
think that we should serve Christ. Have we ever asked Christ to serve us? Some brothers have said 
that their prayers are too cold and that they have to do something to stir themselves up again. At 
such times they should realize that Christ can serve them in that very matter. Some have felt that 
they have no interest in the Bible and worry about what they should do the next day. They should 
realize that in that very matter, Christ can serve them also. 

God has given Christ to us for the purpose of serving us. From the day that Christ was crucified on 
the cross until eternity, Christ will serve us. Although we do not quite understand this, we can enjoy 
it. We should imitate the disciple John, who reclined on the Lord's bosom and let the Lord do 
everything for him, rather than Peter, who refused the Lord. 
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OCCUPATION (Part 2) 

III. CHOOSING FROM THREE DIFFERENT 
KINDS OF OCCUPATIONS 

Here we see three different kinds of occupations. One is to trade, another is to work, and the third is 
to produce. The highest occupation God has ordained in the Bible is the one that produces. Since 
Adam, God’s eyes have been on occupations that produce, because production increases the 
abundance of the earth rather than imposing poverty on others. If I raise a hundred sheep and after a 
certain number of years they have become four hundred, I have increased by three hundred sheep. 
This increase does not decrease a single dollar from any brother’s or sister’s pocket. How much 
money you have at home will not change. You will not have less just because my sheep has brought 
forth lambs. This is the basic scriptural principle of occupation. I should always be increasing and 
should always be adding to riches. I may sell my sheep and receive money. But in so doing, I have not 
made anyone poorer. 

If a new believer has the chance to choose his own occupation, I hope he will choose one that will 
increase goods rather than increase his money. To increase money but not goods is very selfish. We 
need to learn to increase the things of the earth, not to increase our personal wealth. There is a great 
difference between the two. 

Paul’s tentmaking shows us another principle. He did not increase the amount of cotton, silk, or 
fabric. But because of his cutting, sewing, effort, and energy, he increased the value of the raw 
material. According to Bible scholars, tents at that time had to be dyed. Dean Alford told us that 
when Paul said, “These hands,” in Acts 20:34, he was referring to the unavoidable stain of the dye of 
the tents on his hands. Paul’s tentmaking was something that increased the value of goods. 

It is good to increase the riches of the earth. It is also good to increase the value of goods. Suppose I 
make a chair from a piece of wood. This is good, because by doing so, I have increased the value of 
the wood. Although I have not increased the abundance in nature, the world has one more chair 
through me. The world had one more tent when Paul made a tent. This does not benefit oneself at 
the expense of others. One can make a tent; he can turn a cheap fabric into a valuable tent. Turning 
fabric into a tent increases the goods of this world. This is also an occupation that is acceptable to 
God. 

A new believer must see that there are two criteria to a proper occupation. One must either increase 
the abundance of the earth or increase the value of goods. Actually, when one makes a tent, he is also 
increasing the abundance of the world. Because of the work of one’s hands, the number of tents in 
this world has increased. Therefore, it is also right to say that this increases the abundance of the 
world. This is the basic principle of God’s ordained occupations for men. 

IV. AVOIDING PURE COMMERCE 

I have studied economics a little. I know that there is the need for commerce. But I am a Christian; I 
am not an economist. While the Lord Jesus did say that we needed to do business until He comes 
(Luke 19:13), that verse means that we should give ourselves to our work like a businessman giving 
himself to his business. We know that a businessman has to devote himself to his business. He will 
get into any situation as long as there is money in it for him. The Lord meant that we should grasp 
every opportunity. We must give ourselves to our work in such a way. 

Commerce began with Tyre, and it ends up in Babylon. We find this from Ezekiel 28 to Revelation 
18. The one who invented commerce is the prince of Tyre. Ezekiel 28 shows us that the prince of Tyre 
represents Satan. “By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with 
violence, and thou hast sinned” (v. 16). Bear in mind that commerce always makes money for oneself 
at the expense of others and at the expense of decreasing the riches of the world. This is not the kind 
of occupation that God wants. This is the occupation which belongs to Satan. The principle behind 
such an occupation is wrong. 

The principle of commerce is to increase the money in one’s pocket by decreasing the money in 
another’s pocket. Once the idea of making money comes into a person’s mind, the result is very 
simple—one will get more money while another will have less. Once someone’s money increases, 
there must be others whose money decreases. Suppose there are only twenty-one billion dollars in 
the whole world. Whether you are rich or poor, the total amount of money remains the same. The 

5 

M 
ESSAGES FOR 

BUILDING UP 

NEW BELIEVERS 



 

 

total amount of money in the world is limited. For my money to increase, I have to take it from 
others. This is pure commerce. I am not saying that after catching some fish, one cannot sell it. 
Neither am I saying that after harvesting a crop, producing a lamb, or making a tent, one cannot sell 
it. I am saying that making tents, raising lambs, harvesting crops, and catching fish are not pure 
commerce. Those occupations exchange production for money. I derive my benefit from nature. The 
abundance I receive comes from nature. It is nature that gives me the abundance; I do not become 
richer by making others poorer.  

Christians must not try to make money from other people. Never harbor any thought of taking 
advantage of others. As God’s children, we have a high standard. It does not look good for us to try to 
rack up the lowly money of the world. Suppose the president of a foreign nation comes to Kuling and 
finds a local native infected with malaria. Suppose he tries to sell him some quinine pills, saying, “I 
bought them for five dollars per pill. Now I am selling them to you for six dollars per pill.” What kind 
of story would that be? It does not match the status of a nation’s president to earn a dollar from a 
coolie. For a Christian to earn someone else’s money is even worse than a president taking money 
from a coolie. Our status is different. We cannot make money from anyone. 

Christians are noble people; we have our dignity, our standing, and our principles. It is a shame for 
us to make money from anyone. We cannot increase our wealth this way. I would rather be a farmer 
who tills and plants. This is more glorious than making money from others. God has prepared nature 
to work for us, and we will be more noble if we do not try to make money from others. Christians 
must have the thought that they will not earn money at the expense of other human beings. 

Any occupation that increases the quantity and value of goods is acceptable to God. But pure 
commerce is not acceptable to God. Please pay special attention to Ezekiel 28. The principle of 
aggrandizement through trade began with the prince of Tyre. God rebuked him, saying, “By the 
multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence.” In Revelation 18 the 
world has come to an end and the kingdom is about to begin. There we see Babylon being judged. 
Commerce continues throughout history until the end of Babylon. All the merchants of the earth 
weep and mourn for Babylon. There we also see all the goods of the earth. The first is gold and the 
last are the souls of men. Everything is open for purchase and for sale, from gold to the souls of men. 
Man always thinks of making money and becoming rich. But brothers and sisters, we must flee from 
this low occupation. 

V. PURE COMMERCE BEING DIFFERENT 
FROM PRODUCTION 

I hope you can differentiate between pure commerce and production. Wheat, cows, sheep, tents, and 
fish can be sold. This is not the commerce we are talking about. The so-called commerce in the world 
means that today I buy one hundred sacks of flour from another person. I store them until the price 
goes up and then I sell them. Or I buy fifty tins of oil and put them away until the price goes up and 
then sell them. The wheat or oil has not increased its volume because of me. The oil has not 
increased, neither has the wheat. But my money has increased. I have not increased the goods of the 
world, yet my wealth has increased. This is a shameful thing. This is one thing that believers should 
try to avoid at all cost. 

It is all right to buy and sell for the sake of taking care of our production. But it is wrong to buy and 
sell for the sake of buying and selling. It is right for a brother to sell products from his farm. But it is 
wrong for the same brother to buy rice and then sell it again. Although both are selling, the 
principles are altogether different. If a brother buys ten tents and resells them, he does not have the 
same occupation as Paul’s. If I make tents at night and then sell them in the morning, I have the 
same occupation as Paul’s. The two are absolutely different. If you labor on something and then sell 
what you have labored on, this is something that can be blessed by God. But if you buy something 
and then sell it, hoping in your heart that you will make money in the process, you are engaging in 
the lowest occupation, not only from a Christian’s point of view, but also from a Gentile’s as well. 

No brother engaging in pure commerce can be a responsible brother, for such a person can never be 
fully delivered from money. Our way is becoming clearer and clearer. God’s children must be fully 
delivered from the power of mammon. This is the only way for them to serve God and for the church 
to have a way to go on. 

VI. THE OCCUPATIONS WHICH ARE PLEASING TO GOD 

Both shepherds and farmers are producers. Merchants belong to another category. There is a third 
kind of people who come in between these two. They are workers, like doctors and teachers, who 
work with their skills. These are also good occupations according to the Bible. Although they are not 
producing anything, they are not extorting anything from others either. They do not receive anything 
from nature, but they do not take anything from people either. They maintain their livelihood by 
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utilizing their own contribution of time, energy, and mental power. The workman is worthy of his 
pay. This is one scriptural occupation that is acceptable to God. We can say that the highest 
occupation is the occupation which produces. The second highest is the occupation that works with 
skills and that receives rewards by contributing intellectual or physical strength. 

The producer takes from nature and receives nothing from men. The worker takes nothing from 
nature and receives nothing from men. The merchant receives nothing from nature but takes things 
from men. These are three totally different kinds of occupations. The producer obtains something 
from nature while taking nothing from men. This is the highest occupation in the Bible. The worker 
puts in his energy, whether mental or physical. He puts in his time and energy to earn what he 
deserves. He does not make others poorer. Others pay him for the service he renders, and the 
interests of both parties balance out each other. This is an occupation acceptable to God. The 
merchant who deals with pure commerce receives nothing from nature but receives something from 
men. He has no other motive than to make money. This is the lowest occupation according to the 
Bible. 

Today the way is clear, and the principle is also clear. We hope that all the brothers would try to have 
a turn in their occupations. 

VII. THE WAY TO GO ON 

I do not wish to see anyone taking the extreme way. Do not condemn those who are engaged in 
commerce as soon as you meet them. They did not have the opportunity to choose their occupation. I 
knew a brother who was quite pure when he left school. After he went into business, his heart 
gradually became corrupt. He tried to make money day and night. If you wanted him to buy 
something for you, he would try to make some money in the process. He always tried to make some 
money from others. This is too poor. I believe such a person has been corrupted in his heart. We 
hope that anyone who can choose his own occupation will not go into pure commerce. We must open 
the eyes of those who are already in it and help them to have a change. Do not embarrass them, but 
at least show them the way clearly. 

Pure commerce is never a good thing. We hope that ten or twenty years from now, it will be a 
tradition among us that no one goes into pure commerce. Hopefully, in the future all the brothers 
and sisters among us will build up the habit of shunning pure commerce. As God’s children, we 
would rather be teachers or manual laborers; we would not go into pure commerce. We would till the 
land and harvest wheat, barley, or rice and then sell the harvest. We would raise lambs from our 
sheep and then sell them. We would have our hen lay eggs and then sell them. We would have our 
cow produce milk and then sell it. We would make fabric and then sell it. We can do all these things. 
The more we work and produce, the more God will bless. The worst thing that can happen to us is 
that our brothers and sisters simply make a great deal of money. Nothing could be worse than this. 

Today our brothers and sisters are the poorest among all those in the other denominations. If we are 
not careful, we could become the richest. Because we are more honest, diligent, and frugal than 
others, and because we do not lie, smoke, drink, or live in big mansions, it is possible that within a 
short time, all of the brothers and sisters will become wealthy. John Wesley once said before he died, 
“I am concerned for our people in the Methodist assembly. They are honest, diligent, and frugal. 
Soon they will become the richest people in the world.” Such a word has indeed come true today. The 
Methodists are the richest people in the world. But their testimony has been lost as a result. 

We hope that all the new believers will earn their living by their own labor. We hope that they will 
not make money by taking in with one hand and taking out with the other. Our principle is to 
increase the abundance of the land, not the money in the world. If we do this, the money we receive 
will be clean, and when we offer it to God, it will be acceptable to Him. Every dollar will end up in a 
good place. Suppose a brother makes a basket and sells it and then offers the money to the Lord. This 
is much better than another brother who buys ten baskets, sells them, and then offers up his profit to 
the Lord. The amount of money offered may be the same, but the nature of the money is different. 
We hope that many brothers and sisters will see this principle. We must either labor with our hands 
or we must produce something. Both are according to the proper principles. I cannot forbid anyone 
from going into the business of pure commerce, but I would advise everyone to try his best to avoid 
pure commerce. This occupation will always drag a Christian down. We hope that the new believers 
among us will please the Lord in their choice of occupations. 
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