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The truths in the Holy Scriptures are always of two aspects: the objective aspect and the subjective aspect. 
We have to be clear that all the objective doctrines are for the subjective experience. If we pay attention 
only to the objective doctrines and neglect the subjective aspect, we will not be able to fulfill God’s eternal 
purpose, which is that He be expressed through the church. The objective doctrines are for the subjective 
truths, and the subjective truths are for the producing of the church. Because today’s Christianity has 
neglected the subjective truths, it does not have the practical church life. The practical church life is an 
issue of our experience of the subjective truths. When we have the experience of the subjective truths, the 
church is spontaneously produced. 

Furthermore, all the subjective truths are linked to the Spirit and life. The Spirit and life are the substance 
of the subjective truths. If you take away the Spirit and life, there will be no subjective truths. Objective 
doctrines are composed of letters, whereas subjective truths are constituted with the Spirit and life, not 
with letters. Without the Spirit and life you do not have subjective truths. Therefore, it is by the Spirit and 
life that the church is produced. Because we live by the Spirit and in life, we have the experience of the 
subjective truths and therefore have the church life. (The Subjective Truths in the Holy Scriptures by 
Witness Lee, ch. 2) 

The Gospel of John speaks repeatedly about how we should have subjective experiences of the Lord. He 
became flesh for the purpose of working Himself into us. He became the living water so that we may 
drink Him, the bread of life so that we may eat Him, and the breath of life so that we may breathe Him. 
Nothing can be more subjective than the subjective experiences produced when water, bread, and breath 
get into us. We have to receive the Lord into us so subjectively that it is like receiving water, food, and air 
into us. 

However, we have to see that these subjective experiences are for the producing of the church. All the 
subjective experiences that are linked to the Spirit and are hinged on life are for the producing of the 
church. The issue of our receiving the Lord into us is that we become constituents of the church. To be 
sure, in the Gospel of John we are shown the subjective experiences. Though the term church is not used, 
we should not overlook the fact that this book speaks of how the constituents of the church are produced. 

Finally, you have to remember that the conclusion of the entire Bible is the New Jerusalem. On the one 
hand, the New Jerusalem is the bride; on the other hand, it is the tabernacle of God with men, which is 
God’s dwelling place. The entire Bible ends with a bride and a holy city as a dwelling place; both items 
were mentioned in the Gospel of John. The Gospel of John says that we are the bride and the dwelling 
place of God. How do we become the bride and God’s dwelling place? It is by our experience of Christ. In 
the last two chapters of Revelation you see that the New Jerusalem is the bride, the holy city, the dwelling 
place, and the tabernacle. There the river of life is flowing in the city, and the tree of life is growing on 
both sides of the river. As we are supplied by the living water and nourished by the tree of life, we become 
the bride, the tabernacle, and the dwelling place of God. 

The writings of the apostle John include his Gospel, his Epistles, and finally Revelation. He ended his 
Revelation in the same way that he began his Gospel. In his Gospel he spoke about how God flows out for 
us to drink so that we may become the bride and the dwelling place of God. When he wrote his conclusion 
in Revelation, he gave us exactly the same picture: God Himself flowing out of the throne as the living 
water, and as we drink and eat of Him, we become the bride and the dwelling place, the New Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah, this is the church! The church is produced because we have the subjective experience of Christ 
in life. We thank the Lord that today we are all in this experience. (The Subjective Truths in the Holy 
Scriptures by Witness Lee, ch. 3) 
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2021 MEMORIAL DAY CONFERENCE—KNOWING THE TRUTH, BEING ABSOLUTE FOR THE TRUTH, AND PROCLAIMING THE 
TRUTH IN THE PRESENT EVIL AGE  

MESSAGE  4: THE RECOVERY OF THE SUBJECTIVE TRUTHS  

IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
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1. Reading schedule for the Recovery Version of the New Testament with footnotes (part II) this week is on week 3.  

2. Reading schedule for the Life-study of the New Testament this week is on Jude, message 3 & 4. 

3. Reading schedule for the New Believer’s Series during prayer meeting this Tuesday is on Seeking God’s Will (Part 1). 

  (Please refer to pages 6-9) 

4. Pursue of the HWMR for this week is on “Knowing the Truth, Being Absolute for the Truth, and Proclaiming  

  the Truth in the Present Evil Age”, week 4. Youth pursues the Journey through the Bible, Vol. 6, Lesson 16   

  and Loving God, Chapter 5. 

CORPORATE  PURSUE 

02/01/2022 
Lord’s Day 

03/01/2022 
Monday 

04/01/2022 
Tuesday 

05/01/2022 
Wednesday 

06/01/2022 
Thursday 

07/01/2022 
Friday 

08/01/2022 
Saturday 

Matt. 6:1-8 6:9-18 6:19-34 7:1-12 7:13-29 8:1-13 8:14-22 

1. Service Meeting for the Whole Church: 

  Date/time    : 03/01/2022 (Monday) 7:30 p.m.; 

  Meeting ID   : 833 6103 2392 (Passcode: 1111); 

  Remark      : Saints are encouraged to join the online service meeting together, to consecrate ourselves  

             to the Lord for this new year and cooperate with the Lord to bring in a new revival.  

 

2. December 2021 Semiannual Training (Online): 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Remarks     :  

 1.  Training will be streamed through https://training.lsmwebcast.com. 

 2.  There will be a pre-training session on 02/01/2021 (Lord’s Day evening) 8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.      

   Attendance for those who have registered is compulsory (Meeting ID: 880 5852 3690; Password: 1010). 

 3.  There will be a sharing session after each video session. Participants may join right away after each    

   message (the ZOOM meeting ID and password for the sharing session will be provided later). Trainees  

   must learn to exercise aggressively to prepare a 2-minute sharing for at least 4 times, to flow out the   

   riches of Christ. Under the requirements of the training, trainees must not be absent without reason (at 

   most twice) and must apply leave from the training coordinator (Brother David Wong). 

 

3. Thanksgiving and Prospects Meeting by Each Respective Hall: 
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Date Time 

05/01/2022-06/01/2022 
(Wednesday-Thursday) 

7:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

08/01/2022-09/01/2022  
(Saturday-Lord’s Day)   

3:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

12/01/2022-13/01/2022 
(Wednesday-Thursday) 

7:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 15/01/2022-16/01/2022  
(Saturday-Lord’s Day)   7:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Date Hall Meeting Place Time 

02/01/2022 (Lord’s Day)  
Hall 6 A200 

10:00 a.m. 
Hall 10 Lounge 

09/01/2022 (Lord’s Day)  
Hall 2 & 12 A200 

10:00 a.m. 
Hall 8 Matang 7th Mile 

16/01/2022 (Lord’s Day) Hall 3 & 11 B200 10:00 a.m. 
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4. Miri’s Batch 11 Middle-Age Perfecting Training (Semester 1—Online) 

 Registrants    : Saints aged between 36-78 years old; 

 Deadline      : 31/01/2022 (Monday); 

 Remarks      :  

 1.  Existing trainees can directly register using the link below with the remittance receipt attached.       

   (Registration link: https://bit.ly/mat_registration)  

 2.  New trainees can fill in the registration form after obtaining the elder’s recommendation letter with     

   signature. The registration form can be downloaded through the above link or collect from the office. 

   

5. Lord’s Day Morning Meeting Hall Patrol Service: 

 

 

 

6. Cleaning service: The church has resumed the physical meeting and each district is requested in love to   

              carry out the cleaning service for the rooms used by them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. The Church in Bau and the Church in Lundu have resumed their physical bread-breaking meetings  

  and saints can join them to support and to blend with the local saints there. The times for the bread- 

  breaking meeting are as follows: 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m. for Bau and 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for Lundu. 
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THE LORD’S SERVING ONES NEEDING A NEW BEGINNING 

NEEDING A NEW BEGINNING 

We are mistaken if we hope that our spiritual seeking will have only one beginning with one course 
and one ending. Such an expectation will never be fulfilled. There will always be several stages in our 
experience of the Lord, and each stage will have a beginning, a course, and an ending. This is clearly 
seen in the biographies of normal believers throughout church history. For example, according to her 
autobiography, Madame Guyon did not stumble, but she experienced several new beginnings. She 
said that she renewed her bridal covenant with the Lord. Every renewal of her bridal covenant was a 
new beginning. Before she could experience a new beginning, she must have experienced an end, a 
conclusion, to the previous stage. Hence, even if we do not stumble, there should be many new 
beginnings in our spiritual pursuit. This means that we must come to an end so that we can have 
another beginning. 

S PECIAL 

FELLOWSHIP 

6—3 Block A Level 3: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

6—4 Block A Level 2: Toilets, lift foyer and surrounding corridors  

1—3, 3—1, 3—2 
Block A Level 1: Toilets, corridors, stairs at the main entrance and adjoining 
stairs between Block A and Block B 

1—1. 1—2 
Block B Ground Floor: Toilets on the ground floor, corridors and adjoining 
stairs between Block B and Block A basement  

09/01/2022 Hall 3 16/01/2022 Hall 4 

Date Training fee 

Whole term : 08/02/2022-27/05/2022 RM400 

Short term 1: 08/02/2022-04/03/2022 RM100 

Short term 2: 08/03/2022-01/04/2022 RM100 

Short term 3: 05/04/2022-29/04/2022 RM100 

Short term 3: 03/05/2022-27/05/2022 RM100 



 

 

After obtaining a sense of satisfaction in the process of pursuing and following the Lord, it is normal 
to feel empty and dissatisfied and to feel that we have lost the Lord’s presence. This feeling of 
emptiness and dissatisfaction is a sign, telling us that it is time for a new beginning. This feeling of 
dissatisfaction can be likened to the green traffic signal that tells us to advance. A red light tells us to 
stop, but when the light turns green, we can continue on our journey. The inner feeling of 
dissatisfaction is the green light in our spiritual journey. Dissatisfaction includes feelings of 
darkness, emptiness, oldness, weakness, and losing heart. It also includes the sense of being unable 
to touch the Lord’s presence, of losing our taste for prayer, of not receiving light from the Bible, of 
being dry when giving messages, and of losing the anointing. These feelings are not accidental. They 
are a sign, telling us that it is time for a new pursuit. 

The more we fellowship, the more we will sense our need for a new beginning. The church has 
reached the ending of one stage and therefore needs a new beginning. If we do not have a new 
beginning, we will inevitably fall into formal service and religious worship. 

Formal service and religious worship involve observing rules and following regulations. Our service 
may have been living and fresh seven or eight years ago, but it will be dead and old if we are still 
serving in the same way. For example, the Old Testament service was living at Moses’ time, but after 
many years it lost its vitality and became dead. In order to be delivered from formal service and 
religious worship, the church must have a new beginning. This does not mean that we need a new 
method or a new way. Our ground is right. The way that we carry out the service is also right, but it 
lacks vitality. I hope that the serving ones can sense the oldness. The serving ones must have a new 
beginning so that they can influence the saints and thus cause the churches to have a new beginning. 

A NEW BEGINNING NEEDING 
A NEW CONSECRATION AND A NEW DEALING 

In order to have a new beginning, we must have a new consecration. Someone may say, “I have 
consecrated myself many times; I do not have anything else to consecrate.” However, we must 
consecrate ourselves afresh every time we have a new beginning. 

With every new pursuit we also must have a new dealing. After our consecration there must be a new 
dealing. On the surface Song of Songs does not concern dealings; however, if we study this book in 
depth, we will see that there are dealings hidden in it. After the seeker reached the fullness in the 
first stage, she lingered in her experience and cared for that experience instead of for her beloved. As 
a result, when she rose up to seek her beloved, he did not let her find him (2:16—3:3). This was a 
discipline. Such discipline educates and trains us to know that we are not in the position to decide 
anything related to our communion with the Lord. We must let the Lord decide everything. If the 
Lord wants to come, we must let Him come; if the Lord wants to stay, we must let Him stay; and if 
the Lord wants to go, we must let Him go. We do not have a say in these matters. This is clearly 
portrayed in the second stage in Song of Songs. 

In 3:1-4 the seeker says, “On my bed night after night / I sought him whom my soul loves; / I sought 
him, but found him not. / I will rise now and go about in the city; / In the streets and in the squares / 
I will seek him whom my soul loves. / I sought him, but found him not. / The watchmen who go 
about in the city found me— / Have you seen him whom my soul loves? / Scarcely had I passed 
them / When I found him whom my soul loves; / I held him and would not let go / Until I had 
brought him into my mother’s house / And into the chamber of her who conceived me.” In these 
verses the seeker rises up to seek her beloved, but she cannot find him. She goes out to look for him 
but cannot find him. She then inquires of others about him but to no avail. When she is disappointed 
and helpless, her beloved comes, and she finds him. When she wants her beloved, he stays away 
from her, but when she is fully disappointed, he comes to her. The Lord uses such experiences to 
train us. When we cannot find the Lord, we may be full of remorse, thinking, “I hold on to my 
opinion when I fellowship with the Lord. This is my sin.” In the depth of our being we might sense 
that we need to deal with a sin, but it is not something outward or superficial. Those who genuinely 
seek the Lord do not necessarily deal with outward or superficial sins. Other believers might not see 
the sins that we have committed, because our problems with the Lord issue from the depth of our 
being. Hence, we need to deal with the sins that are within us. This requires a fresh consecration 
related to the dealing that causes us to rise up to pursue the Lord. 

Our consecration and dealings with the Lord are continuous and should get deeper. Our initial 
consecration is somewhat shallow. Prior to our salvation we may have indulged in the pleasures of 
the world and in sinful things, but after our salvation we are willing to consecrate our time, money,  
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and energy to the Lord for His use. This consecration is good, but it is not deep. We must have more 
consecrations. Perhaps the Lord will cause us to sense that a part of our being is still not open to Him 
or that there is something that we are not willing to drop. In the past the Lord would not touch such 
matters, but now He will not let these go. This is when we need to renew our consecration. We might 
be loose in outward matters, such as our time and our money, so the Lord will touch these matters 
because we have consecrated them to Him. But He is also concerned with the problem within us. 
There was a reservation within us when we first consecrated ourselves, but the Lord was tolerant. 
Now, however, He wants us to hand over to Him the things we have reserved. If we are not willing to 
let them go, we can lose His presence, and we will not be enlivened. This is the time when we must 
have a deeper consecration. 

The Lord may deal with a brother concerning individualism. Although this brother does not argue 
with others, he does not like to be with other brothers. This is individualism. The Lord wants us to 
see that we are individualistic and that we must deal with it, but we insist on keeping our 
individualistic habits. This insistence makes us old and causes us to lose our freshness and vitality. 
Although we were individualistic when we received the Lord, He did not touch it; hence, we were 
fresh. Now, however, the Lord is touching our individualism and wants us to drop it, but if we are 
unwilling to renew our consecration in this matter, He will not let us go. As a result, we will lose our 
freshness and become old, and those with whom we fellowship will touch oldness and staleness 
instead of freshness and life. Furthermore, it will be difficult for us to advance in the Lord. 

In order to have a new beginning, there must be consecration and dealings. This is a principle. 
However, our consecration and dealings in the different stages differ in depth. Initially, the dealings 
are outward and superficial, but with time they become deeper and finer, and even our spiritual 
experiences are dealt with. Abraham went through many dealings, and eventually even Isaac, whom 
Abraham obtained through God’s grace, had to be offered (Gen. 22:1-19). Not only did he have to 
cast out Ishmael, who was born according to his flesh (21:9-14); Abraham had to offer up Isaac also, 
whom he gained through God’s promise of grace, on the altar. This was a deep and genuine 
consecration. 

The same principle is portrayed in Song of Songs. In the fourth stage of the seeker’s experience, her 
previous spiritual attainments are condemned and must be consecrated. Hence, if we desire to have 
a new beginning, to be renewed and vitalized, we must have a new consecration and a new dealing. 

BEING RENEWED FOR GENUINE SERVICE 

Our work and service should be according to the experience in Song of Songs. We should not do a 
habitual work that merely maintains the status quo. This is the condition in Christianity where a 
pastor is hired to give a sermon every Lord’s Day. The sermons might be delivered in a good way, 
and the congregation might understand and remember what is spoken, but this understanding and 
remembering do not have any effect on the hearers. The sermons produce an increase in Bible 
knowledge but do not cause the hearers to rise up to pursue and experience the Lord. This is a 
habitual work that maintains the status quo. There is no light or experience in this work. We should 
not maintain such a religious situation in the churches. We should not do a work that seemingly 
touches people but does not change them. Rather, our work should always help people either in the 
beginning, during the course, or in the ending of a stage of their spiritual pursuit. We must always 
lead people to experience and pursue the Lord. Those who have not consecrated themselves should 
be brought to consecration. Those who have not experienced dealings should be brought into 
receiving the dealings. Those who have consecrated in the past but are presently in a low situation 
should be helped to renew their consecration. Those who have had dealings in the past but have lost 
their freshness should be helped to have fresh dealings with the Lord. Those who had spiritual 
experiences in the past but have become dull and dry and lack light and strength should be helped to 
rise up to seek the Lord again. If we are continually renewed, the old things will become new, and 
our service will be genuine, not habitual. 

We all need to bring this word before the Lord in prayer. We do not need to look at others; rather, we 
need to see our condition. Do we need to be renewed and revived to have a new consecration and 
new dealings with the Lord? If the Lord has mercy on us, He will appear to us and draw us to rise up 
and seek Him, or He will cause us to feel hungry and dissatisfied, which will force us to rise up and 
seek Him. Then we will be revived, and everything related to us will become new. The Bible we read 
will be new, the hymns we sing will be new, and even the spiritual books we read will be new. By the 
Lord’s mercy, may we all have such a new revival. (The Law of Revival by Witness Lee, ch. 1) 
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SEEKING GOD’S WILL (Part 1) 

Scripture Reading: John 7:17; Matt. 10:29-31; 18:15-20; Rom. 8:14; 
Psa. 119:105; 1 John 2:27 

I. THE NEED TO OBEY GOD’S WILL 

Before we were saved, we did everything according to our own will. At that time we served ourselves 
and did everything to please ourselves. We would do anything as long as it pleased us or made us 
happy. However, now we have believed in the Lord and have accepted Christ Jesus as our Savior. We 
have acknowledged Him as our Master, the One whom we serve. We have acknowledged that He has 
redeemed us. We belong to Him and are of Him, and we are here to serve Him. For this reason, we 
need a fundamental change. We no longer should walk according to our preference; we must walk 
according to God’s will. After we believe in the Lord, the focus of our living changes. The focus is no 
longer ourselves, but the Lord. The first thing we should do after we are saved is ask, “What shall I 
do, Lord?” Paul asked this question in Acts 22:10, and we should ask the same question. Whenever 
we come across a situation, we should say, “Lord, not as I will, but as You will.” In making decisions 
or in choosing our paths, we should always say to the Lord, “Not as I will, but as You will.” 

The life we possess has one basic demand—to walk according to God’s will. The more we obey God’s 
will, the happier we become within. The more we deny our own will, the straighter our pathway will 
be before God. If we walk according to our own will as we once did, we will not feel happy. Instead, 
we will suffer. After we are saved, the more we walk according to our own will, the more suffering 
and the less joy we will have. But the more we walk according to the new life and the more we obey 
God’s will, the more peace and joy we will have. This is a wonderful change. We should not think that 
we will be happy if we walk according to our own will. After becoming Christians, we will find our 
path filled with peace and joy if we do not walk according to our own will but learn to submit to and 
obey God’s will. Christian joy has to do with obeying God’s will, not with walking according to our 
own will. 

Once we become Christians, we have to learn to accept God’s will and be governed by it. If a person 
can submit humbly to God’s will, he will spare himself many needless detours. Many fail and stop 
growing in life because they walk according to their own will. The result of walking according to our 
own will is nothing but sorrow and poverty. In the end we still have to walk according to God’s will. 
God always subdues us through things, circumstances, and the environment. If we have not been 
chosen by God, He will let us walk as we wish. But since we have been chosen by God, He will lead us 
to the way of obedience according to His way. Disobedience will only cost us unnecessary detours. In 
the end we will still have to obey. 

II. HOW TO KNOW GOD’S WILL 

Our question now is how do we know God’s will. We often think that mortals like us could never 
understand God’s will. However, we should have the assurance that not only do we want to obey 
God’s will, but God Himself also wants us to obey His will. Not only do we seek to know His will, but 
God Himself also wants us to know His will. If God wants us to obey His will, He must first enable us 
to know His will. Therefore, it is God’s business to reveal His will to us. None of God’s children need 
to worry and say, “Since I cannot know God’s will, how can I obey it?” This concern is unnecessary 
because God always has a way to show us His will (Heb. 13:21). We have to believe that God will 
always show us His will through the proper means. It is God’s responsibility to tell us His will. If we 
are submissive in our attitude and intention, we will surely know His will. All of us must learn to 
believe that God is eager to reveal His will to man. 

What are the ways to know God’s will? A Christian must pay attention to three things in order to 
know God’s will. If these three things are in agreement with one another, we can be quite sure that it 
is God’s will. These three things are: (1) arrangements in the environment, (2) the leading of the Holy 
Spirit, and (3) the teachings of the Scripture. These three things are not mentioned according to the 
order of their importance. They do not necessarily have to be in sequential order. We are simply 
stating that these three things help us know God’s will. When the testimonies of these three things 
are in agreement with one another, we can be assured that we know God’s will. If one of these three 
things is not in agreement with the other two, we still need to wait. We must wait until all three agree 
with one another before we go ahead. 
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A. Arrangements in the Environment 

Luke 12:6 says, “Are not five sparrows sold for two assaria?” Matthew 10:29 says, “Are not two 
sparrows sold for an assarion?” If one assarion could buy two sparrows, then by right two assaria 
should only buy four sparrows. But the Lord said two assaria could buy five sparrows. One assarion 
buys two, and two assaria buy four plus an additional one. This shows us the cheapness of a sparrow. 
However, even a cheap thing such as a sparrow is not allowed to fall to the earth if God forbids it. 
Although the fifth sparrow is an extra one that is given for free, no sparrow is forgotten by God. If 
our God does not allow it, no sparrow can fall to the earth. This clearly shows us that everything 
happens under God’s permission. If our heavenly Father forbids it, even a sparrow will not fall to the 
earth. 

It is difficult to number a person’s hairs. However, the Lord said, “Even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered” (Matt. 10:30). No one knows how many hairs he has, and no one can count his own 
hairs, but God has counted and numbered our hairs. Our God is so fine and so exact! 

If God takes care of a seemingly worthless creature such as a sparrow, how much more will He take 
care of His children! If God takes care of something as minute as a hair, how much more will He take 
care of other things! Once we believe in the Lord, we need to learn to know His will through the 
environment. Nothing that happens to us is a coincidence. Everything is measured by the Lord. Our 
career, spouse, parents, children, relatives, friends, and everything have been ordained by God. 
Behind everything that happens to us each day is God’s sovereign arrangement. Therefore, we have 
to learn to read God’s will in the environment. A new believer may not be that experienced in the 
leading of the Spirit, and he may not know that much of the teaching of the Scripture. But at least he 
can see God’s hand in the environment. This is a believer’s most basic lesson. 

Psalm 32:9 says, “Do not be like a horse or like a mule, without understanding; / Whose trappings 
consist of bit and bridle to constrain them, / Else they do not come near you.” Many times we are just 
like a horse or a mule, without understanding, and must be harnessed with outward bit and bridle by 
God before we can avoid mistakes. Have you ever seen a duck farmer? He has a long stick in his 
hand. When the ducks wander to the left or to the right, he herds them back with his stick. The ducks 
have no choice but to take the right path. In the same way, we can commit ourselves to the Lord and 
tell Him, “Lord, I am truly like a horse or a mule that has no understanding. But I do not want to 
make mistakes. I want to know Your will. Please harness me with Your bit and pull me with Your 
bridle. Once You let go of me, I will take the wrong way. Please guard me with Your will and direct 
me into Your will. If I wander away, I want You to stop me. I do not know many things, but I know 
what pain feels like. When I reject Your will, please come in and stop me!” Brothers and sisters, we 
must never belittle God’s arrangement in the environment. Even though we may have fallen into 
shame and may have become like a horse or a mule, we often can still count on God’s mercy to bridle 
us in time. God uses the environment to stop us from making mistakes. He forces us to have no 
alternative but to follow Him. 

B. The Leading of the Holy Spirit 

God’s hand is seen through the environment. But He is not happy to always guide us like senseless 
horses or mules. He wants to guide us from within. Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” We are God’s children and God’s life is within us. God not only 
guides us through the environment but also speaks to us and guides us from within through His 
Spirit. The Spirit dwells within us, and God’s will is revealed to us through our innermost being. 

The book of Ezekiel tells us that God will “put a new spirit within you” (11:19). Again it says, “A new 
spirit will I put within you....I will put my Spirit within you” (36:26-27). We must distinguish 
between “a new spirit” and “my Spirit.” “My Spirit” refers to the Spirit of God, whereas “a new spirit” 
refers to our spirit at the time of our regeneration. This new spirit is like a temple, a home where the 
Spirit of God dwells. If we did not have a new spirit within us, God would not have given us His 
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit could not have dwelt within us. Throughout the ages God has been trying 
to give man His Spirit. However, man’s spirit was defiled, sin-ridden, dead, and fallen in the old 
creation. It was impossible for the Spirit of God to dwell in man even though this was His desire. 
Man has to receive a new spirit through regeneration before he can be in the position to receive 
God’s Spirit and before God can dwell in him. 

Once a new believer has a new spirit, the Spirit of God dwells in him. The Spirit of God 
spontaneously communicates to him His will; he spontaneously has an inner sense. Not only is he 
able to discern God’s provision in the environment, but he also now possesses an inward knowledge  

7 



 

 

and inward assurance. We should learn to trust not only in God’s sovereignty in the environment but 
also in the leading of the Holy Spirit within. At the right time and when the need arises, the Spirit of 
God will enlighten us within. He will give us a sense and show us what is of God and what is not of 
God. 

One brother loved to drink before he became a believer. Every winter, he would drink much wine. He 
even made his own wine. Later, both he and his wife were saved. He was not very literate and could 
not read the Bible very well. One day he prepared some food and wine and was going to drink as 
before. After thanking the Lord for the food, he asked his wife, “Can a Christian drink wine?” His 
wife said, “I do not know.” He said, “Too bad no one is here to tell us.” His wife said, “The wine and 
the food are ready. Let us go ahead today and ask others afterward.” He gave thanks again but felt 
that something was not right. He thought that, as a Christian, he should find out whether Christians 
can take wine. He asked his wife to take out the Bible, but he did not know where to turn. He was 
stuck. Later, he met someone and told him about this incident. His friend asked whether or not he 
drank the wine that day. He answered, “In the end I did not drink it, because the householder 
within would not allow me. I did not drink the wine.” 

If a man has the desire to obey God’s will, he will find out what this will is. Only those who are 
callous about their inner sense will remain in darkness. As long as one has the intention to obey 
God’s will, the “householder within” will guide him. The householder that our brother spoke of is 
actually the Holy Spirit. When a person believes in the Lord, the Holy Spirit dwells within him. He 
guides the believer and becomes his Master. God reveals His will not only through the environment 
but also through the “householder within.” 

There are two kinds of leading of the Holy Spirit. The first is an inner urging, as in Acts 8:29 when 
“the Spirit said to Philip, Approach and join this chariot” and in Acts 10:19-20 when the Holy Spirit 
said to Peter, “Rise up, go down and go with them.” These are inner urgings. The second kind of 
leading is an inner forbidding, as mentioned in Acts 16:6-7: “Having been forbidden by the Holy 
Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, yet 
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.” This is the inner forbidding. The story of the “householder 
within” is a case of inner forbidding. 

In order to know God’s will, a new believer should be somewhat familiar with the inner sense. The 
Spirit of God dwells in the innermost part of man. Hence, the feeling of the Spirit is not something 
shallow or outward; it issues from the deepest part of man’s being. It is a voice that is not quite a 
voice, a feeling that is not quite a feeling. The Spirit of God within shows us whether something is 
according to His will. Provided we have the divine life within, we will feel right when we act 
according to this life, and we will feel terrible and uneasy within if we disobey and deviate slightly 
from this life. A believer should live a life that yields to this life. We must not do things that will take 
away our inner peace. Whenever we sense any unrest, we should realize that the Holy Spirit within is 
displeased with what we are doing; He is grieved. If we do something that is contrary to the Lord, we 
will surely have no peace within. The more we go ahead with it, the less peace and joy we will have. If 
something is of the Lord, spontaneously we will have peace and joy. 

However, do not overanalyze your inward feelings. If you keep analyzing whether or not something is 
right, you will be totally confused. Some people continue to ask what the feeling of the Holy Spirit is 
and what the feeling of the soul is. They are always analyzing whether something is right or wrong. 
This is very unhealthy; it is actually a spiritual sickness. It is very difficult to bring a self-analyzing 
person back to the proper path. I hope that you can avoid such a trap. Actually, a person analyzes 
only because he does not have enough light. If he has enough light, everything will be clear to him 
spontaneously, and he will not need to waste his energy on such analysis. If a person is sincere in 
trying to obey the Lord, it will be very easy for him to sense the inner leading. 

C. The Teachings of the Scripture 

God’s will is not only revealed through the environment and made known through the indwelling 
Spirit; it is also revealed to us through the Bible. 

God’s will never changes. His will is revealed through the various experiences of men of the past, and 
all these things were recorded in the Bible. God’s will is revealed in the form of principles and 
examples in the Bible. To know God’s will, one must study the Bible carefully. The Bible is not a book 
of simple records, but a book rich in content. God’s will is fully unveiled through the Scripture. One 
needs only to find what God has said in the past, and he will know what God’s will is today. God’s will 
never wavers. In Christ there is only one yes (2 Cor. 1:19). God’s will for us never contradicts the 
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teachings of the Bible. The Holy Spirit will never lead us to do something today that He has already 
condemned in the Bible. 

God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Psa. 119:105). If we want to understand 
God’s will and His leading for us, we must study the Bible carefully and seriously. 

God speaks to us through the Bible in two ways: One is through the teaching of biblical principles, 
and the other is through the promises in the Bible. We need the Spirit’s enlightenment to understand 
biblical principles, and we need the Spirit’s leading to receive biblical promises. For example, the 
Spirit may speak to us through the Lord’s commandment in Matthew 28:19-20 that all Christians 
should preach the gospel. This teaching is a biblical principle. However, whether or not it is God’s 
will for you to go to a certain place to preach the gospel depends on the leading of the Spirit. You still 
have to pray much and ask God for a specific word. When the Holy Spirit puts a certain phrase or 
verse within you in a powerful, fresh, and living way, you have a promise from the Spirit. This is how 
you identify God’s will. 

Some believers use superstitious ways to seek God’s will. They open the Bible before them and pray, 
“O God, please move my finger to the verse which reveals Your will.” After they pray with their eyes 
closed, they open their Bible and point their finger to any passage. Then they open their eyes and 
take the verse before them as God’s will. Some childish believers try to know God this way. Because 
they are desperate, God will sometimes accommodate their ignorance and show them the way. 
However, this is definitely not the proper way. It will not work with most people, and it will not work 
most of the time. It is dangerous, and there is a great possibility for mistakes with this way. Brothers 
and sisters, please remember that we have the divine life and that God’s Spirit is dwelling in us. We 
should ask God to reveal His word to us through the Holy Spirit. We should study the Bible 
conscientiously and consistently and memorize the Scripture well. When needs arise, the Holy Spirit 
will use the passages we have read to speak to us and to guide us. 

Let us now combine the three things spoken of above. There is no fixed order for these three things. 
Sometimes, the arrangement of the environment comes first, followed by the leading of the Spirit 
and the teachings of the Bible. Sometimes, the Spirit’s leading and the teachings of the Bible come 
first, and afterward, the confirmation in the environment. The environment is related especially to 
God’s timing. In seeking after God’s will, Brother George Müller always asked three questions: (1) Is 
it God’s work? (2) Am I the person to do this work? (3) Is this God’s time for such a work to be done? 
The first and second questions can be resolved by the teaching of the Bible and the leading of the 
Spirit. The third question is settled by provisions in the environment. 

If we want to be sure that our inward feeling is the leading of the Spirit, we should also ask two 
questions: (1) Does this leading match the teaching of the Bible? (2) Does the environment confirm 
this leading? If such a leading does not match the teaching of the Bible, it cannot be God’s will. If the 
environment does not give any confirmation, we should wait. Our feeling may be wrong, or it may 
not be the Lord’s timing. 

In seeking God’s will, we should cultivate a healthy fear of making mistakes. We should not be 
subjective. We can ask God to block the ways that are not according to His will. 

Suppose someone has invited you to work, and you have the intention to do a certain thing, or 
someone has advised you to reconsider your future, etc. How can you know whether these things are 
according to God’s will? First, you should look at the teaching of the Bible. You should find out what 
God has actually said about such matters in His Word. After this, you should check with your inner 
feeling. The Bible may teach this, but do you feel right within? If your inward feeling is different from 
the testimony of the Bible, it proves that your inward feeling is not reliable. You should continue to 
wait and seek the Lord. If your inward leading agrees with the testimony of the Bible, you should lift 
up your head and say, “O Lord, You have always revealed Your will through the environment. It is 
impossible for my inward feeling and the teaching of the Bible to both point to one direction, and yet 
have the environment point to a contrary direction. Lord! Please work in the environment and line it 
up with the Scripture’s teaching and the Spirit’s leading.” You will see that God always reveals His 
will through the environment. Not one sparrow will fall to the earth if it is not God’s will. If it is God’s 
will, what you see outwardly will surely line up with what you see inwardly and what you see from 
the Bible. If your inward sense, the teaching of the Bible, and the environment are all clear, then 
God’s will for you will also be clear. 

...to be continued 
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